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TO 
MY  WIFE 


PREFACE 

THE  Misses  Berry  died  in  1853,  and  thirteen 
years  later  appeared  Extracts  from  the  Jour- 
nah    and    CorrisfxmitHct    of   Mary    Berry, 
which   had    been    prepared   for    press    by 
Udy   Theresa  Lewis.     As    the   tiUe    indicates,    these 
volumes  included  but  a  selection  ot  the  papers  left  by 
Mary  Berry,  and  the  present  work  may  be  regarded  as 
supplementary  to  the  "Extracts."    The  hitherto  un- 
published correspondence  includes  letters  written  by, 
or  addressed  to,  the  two  sisters,  Professor  John  Playfair, 
Maria  Edgeworth,  Richard  Owen  Cambridge,  Elizabeth 
Montagu,  Lord  Jeffery,  John  Whishaw,  the  sixth  Duke 
of  Devonshire,  the  Carlisles,  the  Hardwickes,  the  second 
Lord  Palmerston,  Thomas  Brand,  Lord  Colchester,  the 
Countess  of  Albany,  Lady  Charlotte  Undsay,  Richard 
Westmacott,   Lord  Dudley,  Lady  Charlotte  Campbell, 
Sarah  Austin,  the  Hon.  Caroline  Howe,  Lord  Dover, 
Chevalier  Jerningham,  Dean  Milman,  &c.    There  is  also 
printed  for  the  6rst  time  a  long  series  of  self-revealing 
letters  exchanged  between  Mary  Berry  and  the  Hon. 
Mrs.  Damer,  concerning  which  the  former  wrote  in 
1849: 

"These  letters,  selected  from  a  hundred  others,  1 
cannot  bring  myself  to  destroy.  I  cannot  for  my  soul 
obliterate  all  memory  of  the  truest,  the  most  faithful  and 
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mott  gencroui  Friendship  that  ever  animated  two  human 
Beings. 

"  1  am  aware  that  when  1  am  gone  these  letters  can 
interest  nobody.  1  am  aware  that  they  i.  e  almost  en- 
tirely expressions  of  character  and  of  affection.  But  I 
cannot  ask  my  own  hands  to  destroy  the  flattering  proofs 
of  having  been  the  object  of  .uch  affection,  of  such 
constant,  unwearied,  unsel6sh  Friendship.  Would  that 
the  conscious  pride  with  which  I  look  Inck  to  these 
recollections  was  entirely  unsullied  by  my  not  having 
borne  with  sufficient  patience  in  later  years  some  weak- 
nesses and  peculiarities  which  I  felt  indignant  at  creep- 
ing  over  such  a  character  as  Htn  I 

"Oh  noble,  elevated,  and  tender  Spirit !  if,  from  some 
higher  state  of  existence,  thou  canst  read  my  inmost  Soul, 
as  thou  ever  didst  in  this— Read  then  my  self-reproaches. 
Read  the  just  punishment  of  such  impatience,  in  the 
entirely  widowed  Soul  that  has  thus  long  survived  Thee, 
wandering  through  the  world— '  without  a  second  and 
without  a  judge.'"* 

Most  interesting,  too,  is  the  correspondence,  also 
printed  for  the  first  time,  between  Mary  Berry,  Mrs. 
Oamer,  and  General  Charles  O'Hara,  written  when 
Mary  Berry  was  engaged  to  the  soldier.  "ThU  parcel 
of  letters,"  Mary  Berry  wrote  in  October  1844,  "relates 
to  the  six  happiest  months  of  my  long  and  insignificant 
existence,  although  these  six  months  were  accompanied 
by  fatiguing  and  unavoidable  uncertainty,  and  by  the 
absence  of  everything  that  could  constitute  present  en- 
joyment But  I  looked  forward  to  a  future  existence 
which  I  felt,  for  the  first  time  would  have  called  out  all 
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the  powers  of  my  mind  and  all  the  wwmett  ieelingi  of 
my  hMrt,  and  should  have  been  supported  by  one  who 
but  for  the  cruel  absence  which  separated  us,  would 
never  have  for  a  moment  doubted  that  we  should  have 
materially  contributed  to  each  others  happiness.   These 
I»Mpects  served  even  to  paM  cheerfully  a  long  winter 
of  delays  and  uncertainty,  by  keeping  my  mind  firmly 
riveted   on   their   accomplishment.     A   concatenation 
Of  unfortunate  circumstances  -  the  political  state  of 
Europe  making  absence  a  necessity,  and  even  frequent 
communication  impossible;  letters  lost  and  delayed,  all 
certainty  of  meeting  more  difficult,  questions  unanswered, 
doubts  unsatisfied,_all  these  circumstances  combined  in 
Uie  most  unlucky  manner,  crushed  the  fair  fabric  of  ny 
happiness,  not  at  one  fell  swoop,  but  by  the  slow  mining 
■mwry  of  loss  of  confidence,  of  unmerited  complaints, 
of  finding  by  degrees  misunderstandings,  and  the  firm 
rock  of  mutual  confidence  crumbling  under  my  feet 
while  my  bosom  for  long  could  not  banish  a  hope  that 
all  might  yet  be  set  right.    And  so  it  would,  had  we  ever 
met  for  twenty-four  hours.    But  he  remained  at  his 
government  at  Gibraltar  till  his  death,  in  i8oa.    And  I 
forty-two  years  afterwards,  on  opening  these  paper^ 
which  had  been  sealed  up  ever  since,  receive  the  convic- 
tion that  some  feelings  in  some  minds  are  indelible." 

An  introductory  chapter  tells  the  story  of  the  Ufe 
of  the  Misses  Berry  from  their  birth  untU  .790,  when 
the  hitherto  unpublished  corrsspondence  begins,  and 
it  contain,  some  particulars  of  their  family  history, 
their  early  years,  their  first  visito  to  the  Continent,  and 
their  acquaintance  with  Horace  Walpole.  From  that 
date  the  letters  have  been  allowed,  so  far  as  possible, 
to  carry  on  the  namtive. 
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Tha  itetert  livad,  respectively,  to  the  great  eget  of 
eighty-eight  end  eighty-nine,  and  thus  were  the  tawt 
linict  between  the  early  year*  of  the  reign  of  George  ill 
and  tha  mid- Victorian  era.  "  A  very  few  year*  f inee," 
Thackeray  said  in  one  of  hii  lectures  on  "The  Four 
Georges,"  "  I  knew  familiarly  a  lady,  who  had  been 
asked  in  marriage  by  Hwace  Walpole,  who  had  been 
patted  on  the  head  by  George  III.  This  lad)  had  knocked 
at  Johnson's  door;  had  been  intimate  with  Fox,  the 
beautiful  Georgina  of  Devonshire,  and  that  brilliant 
Whig  society  of  the  reign  of  George  III ;  had  known 
the  Duchess  of  Queensberry,  the  patronestt  of  Gay  and 
Prior,  the  admired  young  beauty  c'  tt.e  Court  of  Queen 
Anne.  I  often  thought  as  I  took  my  kind  old  friend's 
hand,  how  with  it  I  held  on  to  the  old  society  of  wits 
and  men  of  the  world.  I  could  travel  back  for  seven 
score  years  of  time— have  glimpses  of  Brummel,  Selwyn, 
Chesterfield,  and  the  men  of  pleasure ;  of  Walpole  and 
Conway ;  of  Johnson,  Reynolds,  Goldsmith ;  of  North, 
Chatham,  Newcastle ;  of  the  fair  maids  of  honour  of 
George  II's  Court ;  of  the  German  retainers  of  George 
I's ;  where  Addison  was  Secretary  of  State ;  wnere  Dick 
Steele  held  a  place;  whither  the  great  Marlborough 
came  with  his  fiery  spouse ;  when  Pope,  knd  Swift, 
and  Bolingbroke  yet  lived  and  wrote."  The  Berrys 
went  everywhere  and  knew  everyone ;  and  their  lahn, 
held  first  at  No.  36  North  Audley  Street,  and  later 
at  No.  8  Curzon  Street,  was  one  of  the  features  of 
London  society.  There  night  after  night  were  as- 
sembled all  the  wit  and  beauty  of  that  time.  Miss 
Kate  Perry  wrote  in  her  privately-printed  Rmrim- 
umcts  of  a  London  Drawing-room,  "There  was  a 
charm  about  these  gatherings  of  friends,  that  hereafter 
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w«  may  ny :  'There  it  no  salon  now  to  compare  with 
that  of  the  MiM  Berrys.  "■ 

Deeidet  the  Journali  and  Correspondence  now  in 
the  British  Museum,  the  principal  authorities  (or  the 
life  of  Mary  and  Agnes  Berry  are  the  Dimy  of  Lord 
CokhuUr  :  Thomas  Moore's  /  'irnalt ;  Utitn  to  Ivy  from 
ih$  Uni  Eart  of  Dmllty  ;  Harriet  Martineau's  Biogrttf-kiaU 
Portruib;  Lord  Houghton's  Monograplu;  Horace  Wal- 
pole's  UUtrs;  and  Warburton's  MmoirofHoract  WalpoU 
and  hit  ConUmporaritt ;  UlUn  of  Harritt,  CoutiUu  Gran- 
vUU;  Cobbeffs  Mmoriab  of  Twickenham:  Clayden's 
Smaua  Rogtn  and  kit  Conttmporarits ;  Mrs.  BroohfitU 
and  ktr  Orel* ,  Horau  WalpoU's  Twin-Wives  (TempU  Bar, 
March  1891);  and  Captain  Hamilton'?  Cyril  Thornton. 

I  am  much  indebted  to  Mrs.  Charles  H.  E.  Brool' 
field  for  the  loan  of  a  copy  of  Miss  Kate  Perry's 
privately-printed  and  exceedingly  rare  RtminiscMtcts  of 
a  London  Drawing-room,  which  contains  much  interesting 
information  concerning  the  Berrys ;  and  to  Mr.  A.  M. 
Broadley,  who  has  most  generously  permitted  me  to 
insert  letters  hitherto  unpublished  from  the  Countess 
of  Albany,  Maria  Edgeworth,  and  Lord  Jeffery,  to  Mary 
Berry ;  and  from  Mary  Berry  to  Lady  Hardwicke,  Elisa- 
beth I  ontagu,  Mrs.  Lamb,  and  Kate  Perry,  the  originals 
of  which  are  in  his  library.  To  the  Rev.  Henry  W. 
Clark,  the  author  of  the  admirable  History  of  English 
Nonconformity,  I  owe  many  thanks  for  assistance  ren- 
dered during  the  preparation  of  this  work. 
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SECTION   1 

THE  EARLY  LIFE  OP  MARY  AND  ; '  NES  BERRY 
(1763-1789) 

-».Uio,-H.r  gm>.uncl.  F.rp«,B'. c««,_HU  childl,iB.X. 

^Ma^nH  A  "^  """  Mi»S..on  .li.„.te.hl.  «ncl.-Th^|7,h 
^."«l»^«'«r'  ^"'-T'«=  "«"'  of  Mn.  Robert  B.„^F.^ 
wi.hM  Robert  Benjr  to  m.rry  .g.m-Hi.  ,efu«i  bring,  .bouT  a  2^ 

Iton,^N.ple._Montpellie,_P.ri,_Re,„„  to  Enjl«d-Th.  B^L 
^  their  r«ur,  (Iron.  .bro«i-Their  meeting  withlCee  wll^l^^ 

./ /rjir^/  ';^'=°'-M"y  h..  f.vo„rit.-He  write,  hU  A«,2,V^ 

f„  r?  ^"  ^^"°^'  '/^"-"i'rry  fft/i-Hc  introduce,  thTm 

to  the  Con«y,_Croline,  Udy  Aylcsbury-Anne  Seymour  C^way" 
H.ram,t,cto.ti,«U-C.r.cchi',«atueof  her  a,  the  mZtl^l~ 
-Her  marrii^  with  the  Hon.  John  Damer-Damer'.  ext^vlTe-H^ 
SS  Zl^^'f  S'"'.  L.nno.  on  the  ill-f.ted  mar^e^^L^^d 
MUton.  brutal  behanoni  to  hi,  daughterin-hw,  Mm.  D^t,~Un. 
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IN  Mar-  Berry's  Nvits  of  Early  Lift,  which  were 
found  among  her  papers  after  her  death,  there 
are,  strangely  enough,  no  particulars  of  her  fore- 
bears,  not  even  a  passing  reference  to  her  grand- 
takers.    "  M>  father  was  the  maternal  nephew  of  an  old 
Scotch  merchant  of  the  name  of  Ferguson,"  she  says 
and  no  word  more.    The  family  history  was  thus  de-' 
Iiberately  wrapped  in  mystery,  and  nothing  was  generally 
known  of  her  antecedents  until  the  publication,  in  1888, 
of  the  correspondence  of  Charles  Kirkpatrick  Sharpe, 
where  I.ght  is  thrown  upon  them  in  a  passage  in  one  of 
h.s  letters  to  the  Duke  of  Sutherland.    "As  to  what  you 
tell  me  of  the  Misses  Berry,  it  is  delightful,"  he  wrote. 
I  had  dreamed  they  were  dead;  but  some  time  ago, 
when  Lord  Orford's  latest  letters  we.-e  printed,  I  visifed 
a  club  of  St.  George's  Square  old  maids,  who  sub- 
scribe and  get  such  books,  and   who   refreshed   mv 
memory  (the  ladies  being  all  angry  that  the  Misses 
might  have   been  Countesses)  with  a  piece  of  family 
history.    It  seems  that  the  grandfather  of  these  heroines 
was  nothing  more  than  a  tailor  at  Kircaldy,  one  of 
whose  sons  ch:  .-..ed  his  name  to  Ferguson  for  the  estate 
of  Raith,  purchased  and  left  him  by  a  nabob,  his  mother's 
brother.    Now  the  amusinf.  thing  is,  to  think  of  Lord 
Orford  s  horror  had  he  married  either  of  the  ladies,  and 
then  discovered  the  goose  in  the  Countess's  pedigree  ! 
He  might  have  written  a  companion  to  The  MysUrious 
Mothtr,  The  Mysterious  Grandfather,  and  far  more  feel- 
ingly.   Imagme  the  new  Countess,  like  the  old    an- 
nouncing her  crime  to  her  husband,  as  the  other  did  to 
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her  son :  '  Hear,  tell,  and  tremble  I  Horace,  thou  didst 
clasp  a  tailor's  gosling  r  The  Count  swoons  in  the 
Countess  s  arms,  and  an  earthquake  shakes  all  the  baubles 
at  Strawberry  Hill  I "  •  it  is,  however,  fair  to  state  that 
h.s  account  of  the  humble  origin  of  one  side  of  her 
family  finds  corroboration  only  in  the  silence  of  Mary 
Berry.  And  even  here  there  is  a  contr^.diction,  for 
Miss  B^rry  says  it  was  her  father's  uncle  who  changed 
h.s  name  and  Sharpe  that  it  was  her  uncle.  It  is  more 
than  probable  that  the  lady  was  right. 

Ferguson  came  to  London  in  .709,  and  set  up  as 
a  merchant.    He  proved  himself  solood  a  man  ^ 
busmess,  that  long  before  his  death  his  fortune  was 
computed  at  ^f  300,000,  an  immense  sum  in  those  days 
His  wealth,  however,  did  not  induce  him  to  retire  from 
mercantile  pursuits;  and  though  he  possessed  a  con- 
siderable  estate  at  Raith,  in  Fifeshire-whether  acquired 
by  inaeritance  or  purchase  is  not  germ.nr.  to  this  story 
-he  remained  faithful  to  Broad  Street  in  the  City  of 
London,  and  died  in  the  dwelling-house  over  his  offices. 
He  had  married  a  Miss  Townshend,«  but  there  was  no 
issue  of  this  union,  so  that  his  natural  heirs  were  the 
two  sons  of  his  sister,  who  had  married  a  man  of  the 
name  of  Berry. 

These  sons  were  Robert  and  William  Berry.  Robert 
was  educated  for  the  bar,  but  before  taking  up  his  pro- 
fession  he  travelled  for  some  time  on  the  Continent- 
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inde«J  until  he  w..  recalW  to  EngUnd  by  hi.  ancle, . 
command  h.  perforce  obeyed,  nnce  he  wu  entirely 
dependent  upon  him.    -The  law  he  Mems  never  to 

th«t  he  ihould,"  hi5  elder  daughter  wrote.  "But  in  all 
other  re.pectt  I  can  easily  .uppow  hi.  carelei.  di,po.i. 
non,  even  to  hi.  own  .ituation,  hi.  turn  toward,  litera. 
fure  and  literary  .ociety,  little  .uited  the  hard,  narrow 
mind  of  the  man  on  whom  his  fortune,  depended"' 
It  »  clear  that  Robert,  who  i.  known  to  have  been  a  weak 

which  would  Uienate  a  hard-headed  man  of  buaine.,: 
but  there  wa.  a.  yet,  however,  no  overt  breach  between 
uncle  and  nephew,  merely  an  ever-increa.ing  want  of 
sympathy  and  understanding.    In  1762  Robert  married 
a  young  g,rl  of  eighteen.  Mi.,  Seton,  a  distant  cou.in,« 
who  ha4  her  eldest  daughter  say,,  "every  qualification. 
bes.de  beauty,  that  could  charm,  captivate,  or  attach, 
and  e,cu.e  a  want  of  fortune."    It  wa.  ju,t  thi.  want 
of  fortune  that  further  retrained  fh-   relation  between 
uncle  and  nephew.    Ferguson  did  not  dislike  hi.  niece 
by  marriage,  but  he  wa.  bitterly  disappointed  when  she 
gave  birth  <o  two  daughters-Mary,  on  March  ,6.  ,763. 
and  Agnes  on  May  29.  1764.    He  ardently  desired  a 
male  heir  to  hi.  fortune,  but,  so  far  a.  Robert  wa.  con- 
cerned, he  wa.  doomed  to  failure,  for  in  ,767  Mr.. 
Berry  died  m  giving  birth  to  a  third  child,  which  did 
no    survive  it.  mother.    "I   have  been   told  that  his 

Mwy  Berry,  AWm  t/£arlf  Lift 
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nnd«  wa.  very  importunate  with  my  father  to  marry 
«g*in  directly,"  Mary  Berry  ha*  recorded.  "H  to  I 
•m  ture  my  father  must  have  6nally  deatroyed  hi.  prov 
Pecti  from  him,  by  the  manner  in  which  he  would  have 
received  ,uch  a  propowl  immediately  after  the  untimely 
death  of  a  beloved  wifa  of  three-and-twenty,  after  four 
years'  marriage." 

While  Robert  Berry  was  falling  deeper  and  deeper 
jnto  the  bad  book,  of  hi.  uncle,  hi,  younger  brother, 
William,  wa.  becoming  more  and  more  a  favourite. 
Me  .howed  himwif  a  good  man  of  buaine.. ;  he  married 
a  welWowered  daughter  of  the  houM  of  Crauford,  and 
was  w  fortunate  a.  to  have  two  son.  in  the  fint  two 
year^f  h..  marriage.    Mary  Berry  declares  that  William 
deliberately  intrigued  to  oust  his  brother  from  his  in- 
hentance.    "He  soon  perceived,"  she  said,  "the  care- 
lessnesa  of  hi.  elder  brother',  character,  and  how  little 
|t  fell  in,  in  any  respect,  with  that  of  the  old  man,  and 
how  easily  he  could  assimilate  himself  to  all  his  views." 
Whether  William  did  endeavour    to   oust   his   elder 
brother  from  his  uncle's  inheritance,  it  is  not  possible 
now  to  say:   but  it  is  not  surprising  that  a  self-made 
man,  or,  for  the  matter  of  that,  any  man,  should  prefer 
to  entrust  a  great  fortune  to  a  reliable  rather  than  a 
shiftless  nephew.     Mary  Berry,  of  course,  could  not 
be  expected  to  Me  the  matter  in  this  light,  and  it  did 
not  apparently  occur  to  her  that  her  father,  on  learning 
that  he  was  not  to  be  the  heir,  might  have  endeavoured 
to  do  something  to  provide  for  the  present  welfare  and 
the  future  provision  of  his  daughters. 

It  was  not  until  1769,  when  Mary  Berry  was  six 
years  old,  that  Ferguson  announced  that,  while  he 
would  continue  Robert's  allowance  of    ^300  a  year 
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hMhmi  nud.  gp  hi,  «j„d  Hut  tht  youngw  bretbtr 

B«ry  wrote  yeart  •rterw.rd.,  "thouM  h.v.  .llowid 
hi««M  to  b.  thu.  chouMd  out  of  .  grwt  Inlwritonc 
by  •  brother  who  had  not  •  MntiiMnt  or  feelinf  in 
common  with  him,  .nd  by  u  uncle  whom  he  hui 
never  offended,  and  in  whoee  ««iety  he  continued  to 
•pend  three  d.yt  of  every  week,  while  hi.  brother 
w"i  living  in  MM,  indulgence,  and  luxury  at  Raith. 
and  only  making  a  yearly  vi.it  of  a  couple  of  month, 
to  the  melancholy  rewdence   of   Austin  Kriar.,-that 
the  ea.y  temper  of  my  father  .hould    have    .ilently 
*«,uie«*d  in  all  thi.,    that  he  .hould  not  have  Men 
the  character,  and  obviated  the  conduct,  of  hi.  brother 
before.!  wa.  too  late,  during  all  the  youth  and  middle 
°' "/  ^'!'">"jy  afflicted  me."    In  later  life  Mary  Berry 
.till  took  her  Ic.  of  fortune  hard,  and  in  her  LnJ, 
'•nd  CcrraponJ4,tt   .he   often    refer,    to    her   father. 
whoM  hereditary  neglect   of   fortune   ha.  deprived 
u.  of  what  might,  and  ought  to  have  been,  our  own."' 
and  to  "that  brother  who  robbed  him  of  everything 
but  the  peace  of  mind  attendant  upon  a  guilelewcon- 
Wience.  »    Such  irritation  wa.  not  unnatural,  but  a.  it 
was  the  mherent  weakne..  of  her  father',  character  that 
led  to  h,.  bemg  di.inherited,  how  could  he  have  done 
anything  to  prevent  the  cataatrophef    It  i.  true  that 
a  high-spirited  man  might  have  shaken  off  the  du.t 
of  h.s  uncle's  house,  declined  the  income  allowed  him, 
and  earned  his  own  living;   but  Robert  Berry  wa.  not 
such  a  man.    Indeed,  had  he  been  such,  there  would 
not  have  been  any  necessity  for  such  heroic  measures, 
for,  m  that  case,  his  uncle  would  not  have  pasMd  him 

'  Mur  Unj,/mrmU,  ant  C«r„fnibmi.  I.  377.  •  /«,„  j.  3^ 
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At  a  Buitw  of  (act,  Mary  Berry  rapliai  to  h«r. 
Mil,  wh«n  tha  rafart  to  har  ralhar't  "aaty,  inaSciani 
character." 

Tha  children,  Mary  and  Agnet  Berry,  lived  where 
they  were   born,  at   Kirkbridge  Stanwick,  Yorkahira, 
the  home  oj  Mr*.  Seton,  their  maternal  grandmother, 
until  the  elder  wai  leven,  when,  with  Mri.  Seton,  they 
went  to  College  House,  Chiswick,  which  Robert  Berry 
had  rented.    Hera  they  were  put  in  the  charge  oJ  a 
governeta,  who  went  away  in  1775  to  get  married,  after 
which,  to  far  at  education  wat  concerned,  they  were 
left  to  their  own  devicet.    The  retult,  naturally  enough, 
wat  not  tatitfactory.    "You  have  probably  not  teen 
Mme.  du  Deffandi  lettert,  which  Mitt  Berry  hat  jutt 
publithed.    The  preface  it  amuting  enough  and  tentiUe, 
but  ill  written,  particularly  in  thote  pages  wh^ch  the 
probably  thought  mott  thining,"'  John  WUliam  Ward 
(afterwardt  first  Earl  of  Dudley)  wrote  to  Mrt.  Dugald 
Stewart,  June  1810  j  and  two  or  three  montht  later, 
addretting   the   tame   correspondent,  he   reverted  to 
the   tubject:  "Some  montht  ago  I  read  a  little  of 
Mitt  Berryt  book.    I  thought  the  preface  very  badly 
done.     It   is  very  odd  that   the  should  have   lived 
to  much   with   people  of   fashion  without  acquiring 
better  manners,  and  to  much  with  people  of  telent 
without  learning  to  w.ite  her  own  languid  -  tolerably. 
I  am  sorry  for  it,  for  I  think  much  more  favourably  of 
her  than  those  will  do  who  judge  by  her  writings.    She 
hat  good  talents,  and  it  betides  friendly,  honett,  and 
sincere ;   but  she  has  a  loud,  harsh  voice,  and  it  un- 
acquainted with  gr— mar.'"     Mary  Berry  attributed 
the  defects  in  her  e.    nation  to  Ferguson  letting  her 

'  ItUml,  Ivjt,  lit.  •/*«.  lit. 
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•~J-«ri«c.  <rf  co«|ort.  h.«.  ,p.r«,  ih,  w^n  d  . 
«»*«»".    Un.  8«oo.  who  Mill  liv*.  wi,!.  mS  did. 

"««r  co«W  d«ri».  from  mdin,  Xud  to  hT^^ 
ou.  r»  mJ^'   ^« «*"•'"• '"•not wmonotoo. 

niMty-three,  died  in  November  -78,,  wd  m  hThMd 
Md  thu  WUh.m   .upplemented   by   ..ttling  oH^ 

nTcr  to*:::,"^:*  -«-  »«^-' "'  -^«  -^ 

not  lead  her  to  «1v.m  her  father  to  .how  his  dimut 

S.rtrS,"""'""'""""''^-   "''«"««"    '^ 
iT^  L     /  ^     ""  ^  '°°  »•"""•  ""d  -cond.  tha,  it  WM 

RobJ^  t^'  '"•  ""'  ■""  ''♦•"''•^  *»  "i.  I.ugh.1^ 

Id-  '''^^^!!S!^i^^;''Z°:!^^  ''*!^  <"°^"»'»'  -*- 
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h»««»d  •  JPMT,  MMt  In  17IS.  Mn.  Stioii  going  to  Un 
with  hw  daughter  ImMU,  b*  took  hi.  girb  on  •  tour 
InOm  WMl  o<  BnglMd,  tnd,  later,  tuycd  •  whll*  with 
th«m  at  Wtymoudi,  Ihtn  a  tiny  wataring-plae*  brought 
into  (aahion  by  a  vi.il  paid  two  ytari  wliar  by  th« 
King't  unci*,  lb*  Dukt  o(  Oloueatter. 

In  May  of  tha  following  ymr  Iha  Barryt  want  furthar 
afiakJ.  Kirat  they  vitiied  at  Rotterdam  a  branch  of  that 
Craulord  family  into  which  William  Berry  had  married, 
and  then,  with  them,  made  a  tour  of  HoUand.  Prom 
HolUnd  they  went  louth  to  Switterland  and  Italy,  and 
Umea  who  will  may  read  of  their  wandering!  In  the 
/tmrns/t  which,  completed  levenly  year*  Uler,  Mary 
Berry  began  on  these  travels  at  Florence.  The  most 
interesting  of  the  entries  in  her  A'»/«  e^  Earfy  Lift, 
which  now  gave  way  to  the  JoumtU,  is  the  following 
autobiographical  passage  ;— 

"At  Florence  was  our  first  stop;  and  here  for  the 
first  tin-r  I  •  egiin  to  f(.,|  ^y  .iiuation,  and  how  entirely 
dependent  i  was  on  my  own  resources  for  my  conduct, 
respectability,  and  success.  My  father,  with  the  odd 
inherent  easiness  of  his  character,  had  since  my  mother's 
death  entirely  abandoned  the  world  and  all  his  early 
acquaintance  in  it,  entirely  forgetting  that  on  him  now 
depended  the  success  and  the  happiness  of  his  two 
motherless  daughters.  I  soon  found  that  I  had  to  lead 
those  who  ought  to  have  led  me;  that  I  must  be  a 
protecting  mother,  instead  of  a  ^ay  companion  to  my 
sister  ;  and  to  my  father  a  guide  and  monitor,  instead  of 
finding  in  him  a  tuto  and  protector.  Strongly  im. 
pressed  as  I  was  that  honour,  truth,  and  virtue  were  the 
only  roads  to  happiness,  and  that  the  love  and  con- 
sideiaUon  of  my  fellow-creatures,  and  the  society  in 
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which  I  was  to  live,  depended  entirely  upon  my  own 
conduct  and  exertion,,  the  whole  power,  of  my  mind 
were  devoted  to  doing  always  what  I  thought  right  and 
knew  would  be  saf.,  without  a  consideration  of  wha"  I 
knew  would  be  agreeable,  while  I  had  at  the  same  time 
the  most  l,vely  sense  of  everything  that  was  brilliant 
and  d.stmgu,shed,  and  the  greatest  desire  to  distinguish 
myself.  Add  to  this,  the  most  painfully  quick  feeLgs, 
and  a  necessity  for  the  support  of  some  kind  sympathTs- 

'2^^'l'  ^"'^  "  '"  "'''  *°  '""Kine  how  little  1  could 
profi    by  all  the  advantages  nature  had  given  me,  but 

Zvl:l  """  '"•  '"^"y""  °' '"«  '"""ghtless  gaiety 
and  hght-heartedness  of  youth." « 

It  was  in  the  autumn  of  1783  that  they  were  at 

Florence    where   they  made   the  acquaintance  of   Sir 

Horace    Mann,  who   had  been    at    that    court    since 

Lm  l^T?",  •'""  "°'''"  ^=''P°'«  ^»"«=d  him,  and 
cemented  the  friendship  that  found  its  vent  in  a  corres- 
pondence  that  was  kept  up  until  the  death  of  Mann 

S"Vt""  """•.-  '■"'^  ^°=""''»  "'  '^"'  through 
Italy,  at  Turin  meeting  Thomas   Pitt  and   Sir  James 

Graham;,  at  Rome  (on  New  Year's  Day,  1784)  beTng 

presented  to  the  Pope  at  Naples,  on  the  last  day  of 

January,   going    to    the    Court    of    Caroline,    wife    of 

Joseph    n   and    the    Empress    Maria    Theresa.    They 

ofMo  ,°  ^"'"  °'  '^^'^-S  ="*  ♦''^  '=""°"«  health-resort 
of  Montpellier,  and  were  at  Paris  from  March  unti 
June  in  which  month  they  returned  to  England 

After  their  return  from  the  Continent  in  June  1785, 
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there  is  for  a  while  nothing  of  importance  to  relate  of 
he  Berry,.    They  stayed  in   London,  they  went  int^ 
he  country,  they  visited  their  friends,  they  exten.  cd 
the  circle   of  their    acquaintances,  and    they    beo 'n- 
popular  in  the  set  in  which  they  moved-this  is  tl^i 
history  from  the  time  they  landed  in  England  until 
October    .788,    in    which    month    they    met    Horace 
Walpole.    There  are  a  few  certain  avenues  to  fame. 
To   have  your   name  mentioned   by  Gibbon,  is  like 
havmg  It  written  on  the  dome  of  St.  Peter's,"  Thackeray 
wrote  "Pilgrims  from  all  the  world  admire  and  behold 
It.      If  the  historian  ignored  you,  you  could  still  attain 
something  of  immortality  if  you  were  enshrined  by 
Boswell  as  a  friend  of  Dr.  Johnson,  or  if  you  figured 
among  the  correspondents  of  Horace  Walpole.    Many 
who  would  long  since  have  sunk  into  oblivion  survive 
until  to^ay  in  the  pages  of  the  greatest  biographer  or 
the  greatest  letter-writer  that  the  world  has  ever  known. 
This,  It  must  be  confessed,  is  the  lot  of  Mary  and  Agnes 
Berry.    But  for  their  friendship  with  Horace  Walpole, 
they  would  be  but  names  to  the  present  generation.    As 
It  IS,  they  live  for  all  time  in  the  fierce  light  cast  by  the 
great  man  upon  all  whom  he  deigned  to  honour  with 
his  notice. 

It  was  at  the  house  of  Lady  Herries.  wife  of  the 
banker  in  St.  James's  Street,  that,  in  the  winter  of  ,78,-8 
the  acquaintance  began.  In  the  summer  of  1788  the 
Berrys  rented  a  house  at  Twickenham  Common,  and 
the  acquaintanceship  ripened  rapidly  into  intimacy. 
The  story  of  the  beginning  of  the  historic  friendship  has 
been  recorded  by  Walpole  in  a  letter  to  Lady  Ossory, 
dated  October  11,  1788  :_ 
"If  I  have  picked  up  no  recent  anecdotes  on  our 
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Common,  I  have  made  a  much  more,  to  me,  preciou* 
acquisition.    It  is  the  acquaintance  of  two  young  ladies 
oJ  the  name  of  Berry,  whom  I  first  saw  last  winter,  and 
who  accidentally  took  a  house  here  with  their  father  for 
this  season.    Their  story  is  singular  enough  to  entertain 
you.    The  grandfather,  a  Scot,  had  a  large  estate  in  his 
own  country,  ^5000  a  year  it  is  said  ;  and  a  cir-um- 
stance  I  shall  tell  you  makes  it  probable.    The  eldest 
son  married  for  love  a  woman  with  no  fortune.    The 
old  man  was  enraged  and  would  not  see  him.    The  wife 
died  and  left  these  two  young  ladies.    Their  grandfather 
wished  for  an  heir-male,  and  pressed  the  widower  to  re- 
marry, but  could  not  prevail,  the  son  declaring  that  he 
would  consecrate  himself  to  his  daughters  and  their 
education.    The  old  man  did  not  break  with  him  again, 
but  much  worse,  totally  disinherited  him  and  left  all  to 
his  second  son,  who  very  handsomely  gave  up  ;£8oo  a 
year  to  his  elder  brother.'    Mr.  Berry  has  since  carried 
his  daughters  for  two  or  three  years  to  France  and  Italy, 
and  they  are  returned  the  best-informed  and  the  most 
perfect  creatures  I  ever  saw  at  their  age.    They  are  ex- 
ceedingly  sensible,  entirely  natural  and  unaffected,  frank, 
and  being  qualified  to  talk  on  any  subject,  nothing  is  so' 
easy  and  agreeable  as  their  conversation,  nor    more 
apposite   than  their   answers  and   observations.    The 
eldest,  I  discovered  by  chance,  understands  Latin,  and 
is    a    perfect    Frenchwoman    in    her    language.    The 
younger  draws  charmingly,  and  has  copied  admirably 
Lady  Di's  gipsies,*  which  I  lent,  though  for  the  first  time 
of  her  attempting  colours.    They  are  of  pleasing  figures ; 
Mary,  the  eldest,  sweet,  .-ith  fine  dark  eyes,  that  are 

■  It  will  be  obKrvcd  tlut  this  mccount  is  not  •triclly  accunte  in  detiib. 
UdjF  Diui  Beuiclcflc  (1734-1808),  amitenr  utui. 
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very  lively  when  she  ipeaks,  with  a  symmetry  of  face 
that  is  the  more  interesting  from  being  pale  j  Agnes,  the 
younger,  has  an  agreeable  sensible  countenance,  hardly 
to  be  called  handsome,  but  almost.    She  is  less  animated 
than  Mary,  but  seems,  out  of  deference  to  her  sister  to 
speak  seldomer,  for  they  dote  on  each  other,  and  Mary 
is  always  praising  her  sister's  talents.    1  must  even  tell 
you  they  dress  within  the  bounds  of  fashion,  though 
fashionably;  but  without  the  excrescences  and  balconies 
with  which  modern  hoydens  overwhelm  and  barricade 
their  persons.    In  short,  good  sense,  inlormation,  sua- 
plicity,  and  ease  characterise  the  Berrys;  and  this  is  not 
particularly  mine,  who  am  apt  to  be  prejudiced,  but  the 
universal  voice  of  all  who  know  them.    The  first  night  I 
met  them  I  would  not  be  acquainted  with  them,  having 
heard  so  much  in  their  praise  that  I  concluded  they 
would  be  all  pretension.    The  second  time,  in  a  very 
small  company,  I  sat  next  to  Mary,  and  found  her  an 
angel  both  inside  and  out.    Now  I  do  not  know  which  1 
like  best,  except  Mary's  face,  which  is  formed  for  a  senti- 
mental novel,  but  is  ten  times  fitter  for  a  fifty  times 
better  thing,  genteel  coniedy.    This  delightful  family 
comes  to  me  almost  every  Sunday  evening,  as  our  region 
IS  too  prodamatory  to  play  at  cards  on  the  seventh  day. 
I  do  not  care  a  straw  for  cards,  but  I  do  disapprove  of 
this  partiality  to  the  youngest  child  of  the  week  ;  while 
the  othtx  six  poor  days  are  treated  as  if  they  had  no 
souls  to  save.    I  forgot  to  tell  you  that  Mr.  Berry  is  a 
httle  merry  man  with  a  round  face,  and  you  would  not 
suspect  him  of  so  much  feeling  and  attachment." » 

Horace  Walpole,  then  in  his  seve/ity-second  year, 
was  devoted  to  these  young  women,  aged  twenty-five 

'  HorKe  WtlpoL,  Ltlltn  (ni.  CunnioglMunX  ix.  iji. 
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and  twenty-four  respectively.    For  them  he  had  a  greater 
tenderneii  than  in  the  whole  course  of  his  life  he  had 
ever  lavished  upon  anyone  else.    He  called  them  his 
"  twin-wives,"  or  "  my  beloved  spouses  " ;  when  they  were 
away  he  referred  to  his  "  disconsolate  widowhood,"  and 
he  signed  himself  "  Horace  Fondlewives."    Mary  was  to 
him  "Suavissima  Maria,"   Agnes  "my  sweet    lamb." 
But  while  lie  used  these  affectionate  terms,  he  did  not 
refrain  from  laughing  at  himself.    "  I  am  afraid  of  pro- 
testing how  much  I  delight  in  your  society,  lest  I  should 
seem  to  affect  being  gallant,"  he  wrote  to  his  "dear 
both,"  in  February  1789 ;  "  but  if  two  negatives  make  an 
afiBrmative,  why  may  not  two  ridicules  compose  one 
piece  of  sense  7  and  therefore,  as  1  am  in  love  with  you 
both,   I  trust  it  is  a  proof  of  the  good  sense  of  your 
devoted  H.  Walpole."'    And  again,  "Though  you  do 
not  accuse  me,  but  say  a  thousand  kind  things  to  me  in 
the  most  agreeable  manner,  I  allow  my  anciently,  and 
that  I  am  an  old,  jealous  and  peevish  husband,  and 
quarrel  with  you  if  I  do  not  receive  a  letter  exactly  at 
the  moment  I  please  to  expect  one."'    Yet  one  more 
extract  from  his  letters.    "  I  passed  so  many  evenings  of 
the  last  fortnight  with  you,"  he  vreote  on  June  13,  1789, 
"  that  I  almost  preferred  it  to  our  two  honeymoons,  and 
consequently  am  the  more  sensible  to  the  deprivation ; 
and  how  dismal  was  Sunday  evening,  compared  to  those 
of  last  autumn  !    If  you  both  felt  as  I  do,  we  might 
surpass  any  event  in  the  annals  of  Dunmow.    Oh  I  what 
a  prodigy  it  would  be  if  a  husband  and  two  wives  should 
present  themselves  and  demand  the  flitch  of  bacon,  on 
swearing  that  not  one  of  the  three  in  a  year  and  a  day 

'  Walpole,  Ulltri  (ed.  Cunningham),  iz.  164, 
'  lUd.,  U.  aao. 
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wi»hed  to  be  unmarried.    For  my  part,  I  know  that  my 
affection  hat  done  nothing  but  increane ;  though  were 
there  but  one  of  you,  I  should  be  ashamed  of  beino  so 
strongly  attached  at  my  age  ;  being  in  love  with  both,  I 
glory  in  my  passion,  and  think  it  a  proof  of  my  sense 
Why  should  not  two  affirmatives  make  a  negative,  as  well 
as  the  reverse  ?  and  then  a  double  love  will  be  wisdom- 
for  what  is  wisdom  in  reality  but  a  negative  ?    It  exists 
but  by  correcting  folly,  and  when  it  has  peevishly  pre- 
vailed  on  us  to  abstain  from  something  we  have  a  mind 
to.  It  gives  itself  airs,  and  in  action  pretends  to  be  a 
personage,  a  nonentity  sets  up  for  a  figure  of  importance  I 
It  IS  the  case  of  most  of  those  phantoms  called  virtues, 
which,  by  smothering  poor  vices,  claim  a  reward  u' 
thief-takeri.     Do  you    know   I    have  a    partiality    for 
drunkenness,  though  I  never  practised  it ;  it  is  a  reality 
but  what  is  sobriety,  only  the  absence  of  drunkenness' 
However,  mes  chirts  fcmmts,  I  make  a  difference  between 
men  and  women,  and  do  not  extend  my  doctrine  to  your 
sex.     Everything  is  excusable  in  us,  and  nothing  in  you 
And  pray,  remember  that  I  will  not  lose  my  (Jitch  of 
bacon — though."' 

Though  it  is  clear  that  Mary  was  his  favourite  he 
was  also  attached  to  Agnes,  and  was  at  pains  not  to  show 
any  preference.  "But  now  I  must  talk  of  family 
affairs,"  he  wrote  to  them  on  June  30,  1789.  "  I  am 
delighted  that  my  next  letter  is  to  come  from  wife  the 
second.  1  love  her  as  much  as  you,  and  I  am  sure  you 
like  that  I  should.  I  should  not  love  either  so  much  if 
your  affection  for  each  other  were  not  so  mutual  •  I 
observe  and  watch  all  your  ways  and  doings,  and  the 
more  I  observe  you,  the  more  virtues  I  discover  in  both 

'  M«rjr  ixxrj,  Jonrnali  and  Cirrapimiiiia,  i.  164. 
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—nay,  depend  upon  it,  if  I  dJKover  a  fault,  you  ihall 
hear  of  if.  You  came  too  perfect  into  my  handn,  to  lei 
you  be  apoilt  by  indulgence.  All  Ihr  world  admires  you, 
yet  you  have  contracted  no  vanity,  advertised  no  pre- 
tensions, are  simple  and  good  as  nature  made  you,  in 
spite  of  all  your  improvements— mind, /iw  and^mrr  are 
always,  from  my  lips  and  pen,  of  what  grammarians  call 
the  commoit  tf  two,  and  signify  both — so  I  shall  repeat 
that  memorandum  no  more." '  For  them  he  wrote  his 
RimimsttHcts  of  tki  Courts  of  Gtorge  I  and  Gtorgt  It* 
and  to  them  he  dedicated  the  famous  Catabgui  of 
Strawbtrry  Hilt*  When  they  were  away  he  sent  them 
delightful  letters,  such  as  only  he  could  write,  full  of 
news  and  gossip,  and  foreign  affairs  and  home  chat,  and 
would  not  listen  to  a  word  of  thanks.  "  I  have  received 
at  once  most  kind  letters  from  you  both ;  too  kind,  for 
you  both  talk  of  gratitude,"  he  protested.  "  Mercy  on 
me  I  Which  is  the  obliged,  and  which  is  the  gainer? 
Two  charming  beings,  whom  everybody  likes  and 
approves,  and  yet  can  be  pleased  with  the  company  and 
conversation  and  old  stories  of  a  Methusalem  ?  or  I,  who 
at  the  end  of  my  days  have  fallen  into  more  agreeable 
society  than  ever  I  knew  at  any  period  of  my  life  ?  "  * 

To  Horace  Walpole  the  Berrys  owed  many  acquaint- 
ances, and  he  it  was  who  introduced  them  to  his  inti- 
mate friends,  the  Conways.  "  I  hope  you  are  not 
engaged  this  day  seven-night,"  he  wrote  to  the  sisters 
on  March  20,  1789 ;  "but  will  allow  me  to  wait  on  you 

'  Mwy  heily,/imnia/s  and  Ccmspcndinit,  i.  l6g. 

•  Walpole  began  theie  "Reminiscences"  on  October  31,    1788,   and 
finished  them  on  the  following  January  13. 

•  The  Cataltpu  0/  Slrawbirry  Hill  was  privately  printed  at  Uw  end  of 
1789. 

'  Mary  Vart,/iiimalt  and  Camifamknet,  i.  180. 


EARLY  LIFE  OF  MARV  ,.ND  AGNES  BE-^RY  ,., 
to  Udy  Aylesbury,  which  I  will  ««««  with  her  when  I 
of  the  fourth  Duke  of  Argyle,  and  w.dow  of  Ch.r." 

Colonel  (afterward.  Kield-mar.hal,  the  Hon  H^nry 
^ymour  Conway.  Uy  her  firM  marriage.  U.dy  AyT/Z 
bury  had  a  daughter.  Udy  Mary  Bruci  who  in  .  '  8 
married  Charle..  third   Duke  of  Richmond  °  Ind 'by 

conrarborr;':^:""'""  "-«•"- ^"-  s'^-' 

Anr^  Seym^our  Conway  became,  a,  Mr..   D.mer 

in  tZetV  '""'  '"•""•»"'•  P'»y'  •<>  '"«•  »  pari 
m  the  following  page,  that  .he  demand,  more  than  a 

ITJ  7:""^-  ^'°"«'"  "P  """"  '"«  eye  of  he 
parent,  at  their  town-hou«  and  their  country-Lt  Park 
Pace,  near  Henley-on-Thame,,  ,he  had  the  ,Tv,nt«e 
of  meeting  the  member,  of  the  brilliant  circLh!! 
surrounded  her  mother.     At  an  early  age  .he  blc^me 

HumeT  t\°"^'  ^'"'""°"'  Shettone.  D"v"d 
Hume.  Reynold,,  Angelica  Kauffmann,  the  Garrick^  Mi« 
Farren,  and  Mr,.  Siddon,.  Such  co^panyTxcJl;!  ,L" 
artist^  .n.t.„ct.  which  ,he  inherited  from  her  mmhe; 
who  d,d  everything  in  her  power  to  develop  them     The 

frl  w"n  ""^'"""  ""'"  J""-"  «-°". »««  anatomy 
from  William  Cruik.hank.     Uter  ,he  worked  under 

o!ZT  ^r."'  *''°  '""-''-"•'y  carved  the  TtaJue 
of  her  a.  the  Muse  of  Sculpture  which  now  stand!  in 
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June  14  of  that  year  itie  married  the  Kdd.  John  Damtr, 
eldnl  ton  o<  Joacph  Dxmtr,  Baron  Millon  (aiterwardi 
Earl  or  Dorchetter).  Conway  was  delighted  with  the 
marriage,  for  Darner  wai  heir  to  hu  lather'n  income  of 
j(}o,ooo  a  year.  Me  settled  ^'10,000,  the  whole  of  hi» 
fortune,  upon  his  dauuhter,  ind  the  bridegroom  made 
teltlements  to  the  value  of  jtij.ooo.  The  newly  wed 
couple  started  with  ;  iicome  of  £'5000  a  year,  and 
their  prospects  appeared  brilliant,  for  not  only  were  they 
rich,  but  also  young  and  handsome  and  popular.  All 
that  was  wanting— and  this  was  not  generally  known  at 
the  time— was  affection.  The  union  wa^  'isastroui. 
Darner  was  a  spendthrift— .it  a  forced  tale  I  A-ardrobe 
realised  ^^  15,000— and  within  nine  years  of  his  marriage 
had  incurred  debts  to  a  vast  amount,  which  Conway 
could  not,  and  Lord  Milton  would  not,  discharge.  In 
the  worst  of  company,  Damtr  shot  himself  on  August 
•5.  '776.  a*  'he  Bedford  Arms,  Covent  Garden.  If  the 
married  life  of  Mrs.  Damer  was  unhappy,  the  first 
months  of  her  widowhood,  we  learn  from  Lady  Sarah 
Lennox,  were  even  more  wretched, 

"  Was  you  not  surprised  at  poor  Mr.  Darner's  death  ?  " 
Lady  Sarah  wrote  to  Lady  Susan  O'Brien,  September  19. 
"  1  had  no  idea  he  was  maddish  even,  and  in  my  mind 
he  has  proved  that  he  was  quiti  mad,  for  I  cannot 
account  for  his  death  and  the  manner  of  it  any  other 
way.'  I  am  provoked  at  Lord  Milton,  for  I  was  throw- 
ing away  my  pity  upon  him,  and  behold  !  not  even  the 
death  of  his  son  has  soften'd  him  about  his  family  in 
general,  or  taught  him  generosity.  He  has  been  very 
shabby  atiout  Lionel  Damer,  very  unkind  to  George 

'  At  the  inqucit  on  tht  Hon.  John  Damcr,  a  vtrdlct  of  luiucy  wu 
returned. 
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KARI.Y  LIFE  OK  MARY  AND  AONK.8  HKKKY  ai 
r>4mer '  «ul  ^„,|,  b,uul  to  Mr..  D.m.,,  who,  by  lh« 
hy.  b.h.vi.  With  .11  ih.  p,op,i.ty  In  ih,  world ;  wh«n 

thai  lov,  w„  out  o»  lb<  qu«.io„.  which  1.  lo  b.  ,ur, 

r»rn..ure    crri^ge..  .ml  «^rrrM,v  »w.y  lo  p..   ,h, 

«.n.  to  h.  country,  .nd  th«  houM ..  another.,  being 
'ei.  d)  Upon  h.,r.ng  thi..  .he  left  it.  and  chow  lo  «o 
".  a  hackney  coach.  Uking  „„|y  her  i„k.l.„d,  a  few 
N  ok.,  her  dog  and  her  maid  with  her,  out  of  that  f,n. 

hid  h...  u  *"  •""""'  '""  ""'''•  *"  "•"  •»<' 

her  till  Michaelm...  for  Lord  Milton  did  not  offer  her 
7  ;•«•'»"".  Her  .i.,.,..  „  you  may  im"  ij 
•Itended  her  and  gave  her  money,  and  ,h.  went  to  iS^ 
U,nway  .  houK  -.  •  ,he  i,  to  live  with  h.m  for  a  year  in 

tow'ard^  7'  °"'  ""•  '"""""  ^^'S-^'-  *"'«="  'h;  give. 
™„o?hI  „  P.'"""':'  "'  M'-  D-n.er'.  ju.t  debt..  wh«h 
cannot  be  quite  paid  by  the  sale  of  everything  even  "• 

Subwquently  Mr..  Damer  went  ,br  vl  for  a  while, 
and  on  her  return  in  ,778  took  a  hou«  in  Sackvilie 
Street,  .nd  devoted  h.r.elf  to  her  art.  Again  it  i.  Lady 
Sarah  Lennox  who  preaent,  „.  w„h  a  pen-portrait  of 

mother  b  ""••  7"-  °"""  "^  "°'  "»«  *"»>  "« 
mother,  but  in  a  house  .he  has  hired,"  Lad,  Sarah 

wrote  to  Udy  Su«„  OBrien.    Novem'ber    ,3  '^^i 

She  set  oir  upon  the  mo.t  perfect  intention,  of  pru. 

E..I  i^a^.^"  '^■•'  """"•'  l-«  MU.«, «.«  to  .,„ 

•  lUr  h.lf..i,i„,  ,s,  |>„jh.i.  of  Richmond. 
W.  W  /.,/„„  ,//^  j„.4  ,^^',  ,jft  '• 
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dence;  she  was  not  ashamed  of  saying,  'she  had  been 
nch  and  was  now  .,oor,'  and  therefore  she  should  not 
attempt  any  expense  beyond  her  income,  which  is  very 
Jjood  for  all  the  comforts  of  life,  tho'  not  for  magniiic- 
c-nce,  and  she  piqued  herself  upon  showing  that  she 
could  give  up  her  former  expectations  of  grandeur  with 
philosophy.    She  likes  travelling,  books,  and  a  comfort- 
able home,  both  in  town  and  (for  a  HttU  while),  in  the 
country,  and   these  she   prefers  to   fine    clothes,   fine 
equipages,  and   finery  of  all  kinds.     How  long  these 
wise  resolutions  will  last  I   can't  tell,  for  she  is  vain 
and  hkes  to  be  at  the  head  of  the  great  world,  and  iJ 
easily  led  mto  that  style  of  life.     Upon  the   whole,  1 
think  she  IS  a   sensible  woman   without   sensibility,  a 
pretty  one   without  pleasing,   a   prudent   one  without 
conducynd  I  believe  nobody  will  have  a  n^A/ to  tax 
her  with  any  fault,  and  yet  she  will  be  abused,  which 
1  take  to  be  owing  to  a  want  of  sweetness  in  her  disposi- 
ion ;  she  is  too  strictly  right  even  to  be  beloved.    As 
for  the  abHS,  she  has  met  with,  I  must  put  such  nonsense 
out  of  the  question,  and  in  everything  else  her  conduct 
>s  very  proper."  •    Concerning  the  abuse  to  which  Mrs 
Damer  was  subjected,  something  of  this  will  be  gathered 
from  her  letters,  presently  to  be  printed.     Her  life  was 
henceforth  livided  between  her  work,  her  visits  to  her 
parents  at  Park  Place,  to  her  sister  at  Goodwood,  and 
her  journeys  abroad. 

'  Ltf,  and  UlttT!  cfLad,  Smrak  Lumcx,  i.  286. 
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SECTION   II 

THE  BBRRYS  ABROAD  (Octoi«-  1790  to  Nov^nitr  1791) 

MuTBerry-.  M.mon.nd.  for  1790-I-Th.  .Ut.„  corrapond  rcguU.1.  wilh 
Ho,.c,  W.lpoI._Hi.  lrt.„_Hi.  .irectionfo,  .h.,rHuTonJL "„ 
the,  compwj-H.  refiiKl  ts,lr  off«  to  r«un,_H>.  j«lou.yTf  thril 

Th.  B.rnr.  dep.rt  fo,  I,<U,-M«.  D.m„'.  d.votion  to  ti«yZ.^-0. 
0»rgeFord,c.-M..ndMme.deBo«ffl.r.-Edw.,dJ,n,ingSiZ"0^' 

•ml  D.chH.of  Wchmond-Ud,  B,i«„l_Gi«dini-Rich«d  C^^yl 

uerrey— Mm.  Buller— Cicero's  Ltlltti— Luon— L«d»  A.lnhnr.  u„ 
-Udy  Du„c.„„o„-M,..  D.n,„  .la„der«i  in  ,h.  n.w.p.p.r.-wS 
Edgc.mb.-M,j.  D«,„'.  .utu.  of  Geo^p  III-Th.  bte  of  the  Frrach 
^J^ZflT^A  ^^  ">"'chni-W.ip„I.-.  i„d,p,.,io„  that  th. 
Count™  of  Albany  doe.  not  recognise  th.  Berry.'  „.me-The  Count.- 
of  Alh.ny  ,nd  Alfi.ri-Udy  Frederick  C.mpb.ll_Lady  CntT«,^ 
M»^^T  r  M  "■-">■"•"-"«'«->  p.r.gr.ph.  in  th.  wJL- 
Edw.,d  Toph.n>-Mr..  Damer  at  Felpham-Horac.  Walpol.  doira  th. 
Bero-s  .0  h,e  at  Clced.n  after  thdr  r.h,rn  to  England-Th.  C<^«  .f 
Anbury  p,opo«  to  »i«.  ScotUod-Lord  F,«i.rick  Campb.Il-M,a 
Dam„^  h.r  n,„.h.r-M«Ume  d.  Can-bi-Walpole'.  an'xi.tyab^ 
£^  "°"*  ""  ''™"~-Hu  appeal  to  then,  to  dt.r  thn, 
p.oj«,«i  route-Field-Marahal  Conway-l&nnan  itmr-Th.  krr^ 
cam«g.breaki  down  near  Bologna.  "n^-ine  nerrya 

THE  entry  for  1790  in  Mary  Berry's  memo- 
randum-book   runs:    "Summer    for    three 
weeks  in    Montpelier  Row.    Go  abroad   in 
October ;  winter  in  Florence  and  Pisa  " ;  and 
that  for  the  following  year:    "After  winter  between 
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Florence  and  Pi»a,  return  home  in  November,  take 

posMMion  of  little  Strawberry  Hill."    During  the  time 

they  were  away  Horace  Walpole  maintained  a  regular 

correspondence  with  the  sisters,  sending  them  lengthy, 

entertaining  letters  such  as  only  he  could  write,  full 

of  gossip,  social  and  political  matters  at  home,  and 

foreign  affairs,  interrupted  only  every  now  and  then 

by  expressions  of  his  unalterable  affection  for  them  and 

his  longing  for  their  return.    Yet  he  was  not  selfish 

where  they  were  concerned,  and  when  he  was  ill  and 

they  volunteered  to  come  to  him,  he  would  not  entertain 

the  suggestion.    He  was,  however,  undisguisedly  jealous 

of  their  liking  for  anyone  else,  and  resented  the  regular 

interchange  of  letters   between   Mrs.   Damer  and   the 

elder  sister.    The  letters  of  Wiipole  are  well-known, 

and  will,  therefore,  not  be  givei  here  ;  but  the  letters 

from  Mrs.  Damer  are  now  printed  for  the  first  time. 


The  Hon.  Mrs.  Damer  to  Mary  Berry 

SmJajt  Evtning,  OclaStr  lo,  1790.' 

I  have  been  for  some  time  with  my  paper,  pens,  and 
ink  before  me,  wishing  to  write  you  a  few  lines,  but 
quite  unable.  Do  not,  from  this  beginning,  fear  the 
style  of  some  former  letters.  No,  no,  my  gratitude  to 
you,  setting  all  other  considerations  apart,  will  shew 
itself  by  unremitted  attention  to  everything  you  have 
said  to  me.  I  have  not,  it  is  true,  been  accustomed 
to  the  charm  of  real  friendship,  but  my  own  heart  has 
taught  me  its  value.  Rest  assured  that,  could  you  know 
to  what  degree  you  contribute  to  the  comfort,  even  the 
repose,  of  my  mind,  your  utmost  good  nature  would  be 
more  than  satisfied.    My  heart  is  full,  yet  I  may  com- 

'  The  Berryi  left  London  for  the  Continent  on  thU  day. 
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f«r.tively  «y  that  1  .m  composed.  I  have,  at  lart, 
•poken  to  you  on  one  miserable  subject.  I  felt  every 
day  more  and  more  that  I  owed  tiiit  to  you,  every  dav 
more  and  more  that  I  owed  to  you  that  you  should  know 
me,  see  me  not  only  ai  I  am,  but  as  I  have  been,  and 
"len  judge  for  yourself.  From  you.  as  from  a  superior 
being.  I  was  sure  of  candour  and  mercy,  but  unequal 
to  explam  thoroughly  those  circumstances  which  tend 
to  excuse,  tho'  nothing  can  defend,  me.  You  are 
sensible  what  I  must  suffer,  with  everything  that  most 
interesU  me,  everything  that  most  deserves  to  interest 
me.  at  stake.    Thank  you  for  your  note  this  morning, 

With  how  much  pleasure  could  I  have  assisted  and  seen 
you  once  again.  Alas  I  alas  I  what  a  world  we  live  in. 
I  have  only  seen  Linie  to-day:  he  is  so  good  natured. 
and  accustomed  to  find  the  mercury  here  at  a  low  ebb 
that  I  let  him  come.  Thank  Heaven!  there  is  not  a 
creature  in  town  that  I  am  any  way  obliged  to  receive 
to-day.  And  indeed  I  want  a  little  time  to  arrange  my 
melancholy  thoughts  into  a  lasting  order.  For  the 
present,  farewell. 

M<m„iy,    iiM._i    could     not    write    any    longer 

InH  ^°"  J'!,'  "'«•"•  *'y  "P'"*'  *"«  oppres^d 
and  my  head  grew  confused.  I  took  a  few  drops  of 
laudanum  possibly  without  necessity,  and  sleeped 
quietly.  I  shall  go  to  see  Mr.  Walpole  the  moment  I 
am  able,  which,  from  what  Fordyce « says  to-day  mav  I 
hope,  be  in  a  few  days.  I  shall  give  you  an  account  of 
h.ra_a  rue  one.  at  least,  on  that  you  may  depend. 
The  weather  is  miserably  cold,  and  you  perhaps  at  this 
moment,  are  tossing  in  a  ship;  that,  or  uncomfortably 
waiting  for  a  wind,  I  am  certain  of.  How  I  lone  to 
hear  o  your  health,  your  spirits:  of  yourself,  be  most 
particular.  I  do  entreat  of  you.    Write  to  me  at  different 
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times.    Should  you  even  send  your  letter*  but  fcldom,  I 

would  not  have  you  change  your  address.     I   cannot 

venture  that,  till  I  am  actually  going,  or  till  I  have  made 

every  enquiry  on  the  subject ;  and,  indeed,  till  my  leg  is 

healed   I   can  answer    for   nothing  as  to  time.    This 

Fordyce  told  me  this  morning,  tho'  he  believes,  from  the 

present  appearance,  that  it  will  be  soon  well.     I  was  out 

a  little  this  morning,  I  then  saw  the  BoufHcrs  :  liiey 

were  low,  which  suited  me  and  Jerningham,'  to  whom, 

for  the  first  time,  I  mentioned  my  intention  of  going  to 

Lisbon.    He  had  complained  of  the  headache;  then, 

putting  up  his  hand  to  his  forehead,  he  said,  "  I  think 

you    have    cured    my   headache."     Poor    Jerningham. 

This  evening  I  shall  indulge  myself  in  remaining  quiet, 

see  no  soul,  unless,  perhaps,  Udy  Melbourne'  for  a 

quarter  of  an    hour,  who  returned    to-day  from  the 

country.     My  father  and  mother  came  again  to  town,  I 

conclude  only  for  a  few  days.     Ut  me  assure  you,  my 

dear  friend,  that  the  impression  of  all  you  have  said  to 

me  will  be  for  ever  joined  to  that  your  kindness  has 

made  on  me.     If  you  think  that  I  can  say  more,  you 

wrong  me  much. 

Tuesday,  nth  Oct.~\  received  yesterday  Mr. 
Walpole's  letter  for  you,  which  I  send  to  the  Post  with 
tbs.  My  next  I  shall  address  to  Turin.  The  day  is 
blowing  and  cloudy,  and  how  the  wind  sounds  to  my 
ears  you  may  think.  Farewell,  farewell,  say  everything 
that  IS  kind  from  me  to  your  sister.    Take  care  of  your- 

■  Edwud  Jerninghain  (17J7-18H),  third  ion  of  Sir  GtorM  I«n.iii£h.n, 
of  Co«««y,  Norfolk.  He  wu  brought  up  in  th.  Roman  Catholic  faith,  and 
educated  at  Douay  and  Pari..  He  lived  abroad  until  176.,  when  he  returned 
to  England,  and  became  a  Protestant.  "The  charming  man,"  he  wa.  uyled 
by  his  intimate  friend,  Horace  Walpole,  and  the  title  clung  to  him.  He  wa< 
the  author  of  innumerable  versei  and  playi,  all  now  forgotten,  a  bte  thev 
nchly  deserved.  ' 

■  Elisabeth,  only  daughter  of  Sir  Ralph  Millebenk,  Bart.,  of  Halnaby 
Yorkshire,  the  wife  of  PenUton,  first  Viscount  Melbourne  (1748-1810) 
Lady  Melbourne  was  born  in  1749  and  died  in  1818. 
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Once  mort,  (artwali, 


Mif,  ind  think  of  me  with  pity 
•nd  God  in  Heaven  blew  you.' 


Mn.  Duner  left  England  on  November  Ji,  and  went 
to  Uibon,  where  the  remained  until  March.  She  tpent 
•ome  week*  at  Oranada,  and  returned  to  London  early 
in  May.  Her  letter*  to  Mary  Berry,  written  from 
abroad,  have  not  been  traced. 

T*t  Horn.  Mri.  Damtr  to  Mary  Btrry 

LoHijoM,  iVM^r  Awrtv.  It*r  it,  int. 
I  have  been  leazed  and  tired  to  death  with  the 
number  of  penons  coming  to  tee  me.  However  flatter- 
ing this  in.,  tement,  to  have  the  plague  of  popularity 
and  load  of  abuie  ii  hard.  All  Saturday  I  had  not,  in 
the  morning,  a  moment  to  mywlf.  The  liit  would  be 
too  large  to  give  you.  In  the  evening  I  law  that  my 
mother  had  set  her  heart  upon  carrying  me  to  the 
Pantheon  Opera.  I  therefore  gave  up  leeing  Mrs.  Siddons 
who  acted  for  the  last  time  this  season,  where  I  had  the 
offer  of  a  place  above  from  Lady  E.  Foster.*  Arrived 
at  the  theatre,  and  placed  in  the  box,  after  a  time,  on 
turnmg  my  head,  close  to  my  right  shoulder  I  saw  your 
friend  Mrs.  C[holraeley].»  In  an  insUnt  a  thousand 
Ideas  crowded  into  my  mind,  or  rather  one,  sufficient  to 
occupy  both  my  head  and  my  heart.  I  cannot  express 
the  feehng  this  gave  me.  My  uelh,  I  assure  you,  were 
but  auxiUaries.  I  see,  tho'  at  a  distance,  that  you  keep 
your  friends  admirably  disciplined.  Mrs.  C[holmeley] 
not  only  answered  me  in  the  most  obliging  manner, 

•  Add.  MSS.  37717,  f.  j. 

•  A  dughter  of  FradericV  Augnitu  Henrey,  fourth  E«l  of  Brittol 
(1730-1I03),  muiiedloJohnThomuFoUet.  In  iDos  iln  muiicd  •nnn.li. 
Willkn,.  fifth  D.k.  of  DUon*i„.     Sh.  di«l  M^h^  .iST^  ^^ 

•  Mil  Cholmelqr, .  mtei  of  Sir  Hury  Englefield,  ud  the  wife  of  Frudi 
Cholmdiy,  of  Bnndtby,  Yorkihirt. 
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bu«  immediately  bcKin  talking  of  you.    She  li,  I  find 
juM  oj  the  lame  opinion  »n  Mr,  Wfilpole]  and  your  mott 
bumble  lervant,  ai  to  your  face.    She  laid  that  »he 
could  not,  by  any  mean*,  feel  the  »ori  of  philosophy 
you  expre.MKl  on  the  •ubject.    We  continued,  from 
time  to  time,  conversinK  durinK  the  whole  courie  of  the 
opera,  with  much  latisfaction  on  my  tide,-!  with  J 
could  think  it  wa»  the  name  on  her..    She  inquired  after 
Mr.  W[alpole]  and  laid  that  you  had  desired  her  to  so 
•nd  K»  him,  but  that  .he  had  not  tnr,ff,.    |  took  upon 
me  to  do  'he  honour*  of  him,  and  taid  how  glad  I  wat 
•ure  he  wouij  he,  that  /  would  bring  him  to  wait  upon 
her,  If  ihe  would  allow  me.    If  ihi.  wa>  too  free  and 
impertinent,  yo-i  muat  anawer  for  it.     My  F[ather1  and 
Mother  came  home  with  me,  where  we  found  Orenerall 
O  Hara '  and  him.   He  wa.,  as  you  may  suppose,  pleaMd 
with  what  I  told  him,  and  w.  agreed  to  go  togelhtr  to 
wait  upon  your  friend.    Yesterday  he  went  to  Straw- 
berry  [Hill]  (only,  however,  till  Monday);   my  Father 
and  Mcher  to  P[ark]  Place,  till  Wednesday  ;  my  sister' 
and  the  D[uke]  of  R[ichmon]d,  I  know  not  when  they 
come.    My  neighljours  are  also  in  Ihe  country.    Yester- 
day they  came  for  a  few  hour,  to  see  me,  and  returned. 
In  the  evening,  I  made  nome  visits,  went  to  a  pri- 
vate concert  at  Lady  Bristol'.,"  where  1  heard  Lady  Em's 
daughter  sing  most  admirably,  with  a  fine  voice  that 
might  fill  a   theatre,   and   Giardini,   the  only  nr/A/v 
viohn[i.f],play.    After  that,  I  supped  with  r>t«/,i    igive 
you  my  history,  as  you  desire.    You  know  my  mother's 
hours  a*  night.    The  first  days  of  my  arrival  so  differ- 
ently passed.     So  much  talking,  so  much  hurry,  is 
almost  too  much  for  me.    I  trust,  at  least,  for  more 

'  Ail  iccMU  of  Cenenl  CHum  ii  given  liter.    &»  p.  134. 
•  Strictly,  Mn.  Demer'i  heir-tiiter.  the  Duchei.  of  Richmond. 

rk  ,  "^L  •  '^°'''"'  "'  *''  J""!™  ^'"'•'  •"''  "•«"  "i  heireie  of  Si, 
r  ,'^B  : 7;  ^''•' ™"'«'  '■>  ■"»  Frederick  Aug.^„  He.v.,,  fo„,h 
E.riofBrutol(i730-i8o3).    She  died  in  Deceinberlgoa  '■"»"•" 
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quiet  soon.  ThU  morning  I  did  gel  dnt>mt»ir*  lo  my 
•ludy  and  »/  upon  my  tcaflold.  Th»  tnwd  nomelhina 
■utMidcd,  and  thtre  t  fael  it  \e*%.  You  muit  know  that 
my  portrait,  in  any  way  you  wilt  accrpt  or  if,  in  at  your 
••rvice.  Why  *bould  you  call  it  a  favour,  with  the 
original  at  your  diipoMir  Tell  me  but  the  liie,  the 
•tyle,  or  any  thing  in  my  power  lo  make  it  moat  what 
you  like,  I  thall  have  a  particular  pleaaure  in  doing  it. 
I  can  make  it  »  imall  as  you  pleate.  1  always  thought 
that  portrait  Mr*.  C[ho;  neley]  a«  very  fine,  lietter  far, 
mo»t  certainly,  than  I  ever  wai;  but  that  portrait! 
■hould  be  better  where  they  io  eatyly  can,  particularly 
where  they  can  not,  at  well.  The  dreti  I  ditlike,  and 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  picture,  but  to  /r/ttr  mm 
flgmrt,  or  it  would  have  been  otherwite.  She  deiircd 
me  to  ait  down  when  1  wa»  there  one  day,  and  Co«way ' 
painted  the  portrait  at  hit  leiiure  hourt.  This  being 
the  case,  I  thought  I  had  no  right  !o  interfere, 

WtdHtsday  iwmiHf—l  rece.ved  your  tetter  of  the 
3rd  May  yesterday  evening— a  letter  written  to  much 
from  your  heart,  more,  it  teemed  to  me,  even  than 
utually,  without  reierve,— gave  me  a  degree  of  satisfac- 
tion t  cann'  sxprets,  but  made  me  very  unfit  for  the 
task  of  bi  ^  eivii  and  ttgrttab/4  to  the  Comtette 
d  Albany,'    aom  1  wat  to  carry  lo  a  stupid  performance 

'  KksliMd  Corny   (1740- i»ji),    th.    b^iouUt  ponnit  -  punm  of 

•  Louiu  M»>imlli>na  C>iolin>  KmuiKi  ( 175  J-i«J4).  <l>i|hi«  orCuUnu 
Adolpkut,  Piinc«  of  Stolbcnt-Gxictn.  wu  In  1771  nurtM  loChuIn  Edwud, 
••  Thf  Voung  Pitlcndtr,"  who  >i  Konic.  ohm  h<  residnl,  wu  cilint  ihe  Coom 
oJ  Albany.  Xha  living  miK»My  wilh  her  hiuUnd  «n  eight  yeui,  ih(  left 
him,  >nd  lived  openly  wilh  \  illoilo  AlReri.  the  (met  (1749-iloj).  II  wu 
Mid  ihit  theie  bid  been  •  lecret  nurriage,  but  ihii  wu  not  the  cue.  Tht 
illicit  union  wu.  however,  genetiUy  ucc|Ked,  ud  the  Princeu  wu  received 
•I  Co^jrl  when  ihe  am;  to  thii  country  el  the  onibrnk  of  the  French 
Revo;«Uon.  She  wu,  by  her  gnndroother  Udy  Charlotte  Bruce,  Pri^lCeu 
de  Homei,  connected  wilh  the  family  o(  Bruce,  wu  a  grealniece  of  l.ady 
Aylubury,  and  a  couiin  of  Ibe  Ducheia  of  Richmond,  who  wu  Mn.  Dai>«i'i 
half-MUer.     florae*  Walpole  called  her  the  "  1-inchbeck  Queen  of  England  " 
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.1  ih.  H.ym«rk.l,  (o,  which  I  »m  to  p,«p»rt  h«far« 
I  w»«  myxlf  prepared. 

I«  you  do  nut  like  my  "tfimhm"  conc.rnln.  the  tub- 
(•ct  o.  my  poor  dog,  I  M  hitle  like  your  ,tgnu  tot 
wh.l  yo«  wd  to  me  (I  thought  moet  «ndly)  .boul 
your  health,  .„d  about  your  fall.  Thi»  U  fine  JIL^ 
«w«/  for  me  to  talk  of  mytelf.  Enough  of  that,  and 
a  full  account  of  the  remainder  of  the  time  I  pa*.ed  at 
Madrid,  If  I  mistake  not,  you  will  have  found  in  lubee- 
quent  letter*. 

Ai  for  your  horrid  fall,'  I  iball  be  much  di.appointe<l 
U  you  do  not  think  that  I  have  been  entremely  rMtcmM, 
and  ««,/«,«/  on  the  .ubject.  which  i.  entirely  owing  to 
you.    Had  I  heard  of  Ihia  accident  lUightly  from  you 
and  as  I  did  from  others,  what  must  i  'lave  thousht  ? 
Only  put  your«,lf  i,,  my  Mluation  for  one  momenllind 
consider  how^  would  hav.  felt.  ..  .<,  you  will  appUud 
yourself  for  having  saved  m.    o     ach  pain.    A.  to  "no 
visible  mark,    I  should  indeed  ,,uy  Mr.  Wfalpole]  if  he 
was  destined  not  [to]  Mie  you  till  then.    I  h,v,\  cut 
across  my  nose,  done  with  a  glass  mug  when  I  was  two 
years  old.    The  scar  has  been,  as  it  now  it,  since  I  can 
remember,  but  would  l>«  of  no  consequence  to  a  better 
race.    You  will  not  cease  to  talk  to  me  of  your  health 
when  you  do  talk  to  me,  or  to  treat  me  with  confidence' 
I  have  given  you  no  reason,  and  without  I  am  sure  vou' 
will  not  repent.    Withoi-t  anaie'y  you  do  not,  I  hope 
wish  me.    I  must  be  stupid  not  to  see  the  delicacy  o 
your  constitution,  insensible  to  beat  ease  on  the  subject. 

of  li^"  '"''■  ■*•"  "*""■*  ^  *""  "•-"  •  '-"•  '■  "»  ~%i«l««hood 

S^'  7t'  V*^""""! .'"'''•»'  I    Ol.  I  hnw  I  d.,«,  p„r  ,ol»..b„«d 

nor<  Ihu  I  h.n  done  yti  m  my  cia»«l  nio<«l  I     Vo.nf.-H  .k.  .. 

Ik.  lOth  of  0«ol«,  ,h.,  g.„  „.  .„ch  „  2,1,  r^J^^^fZl^ 
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I  ein  only  rcpcil  ttui  ihr  mor*  particular  you  art  ilw 

'^"J"!^  '.•?'"  '*""''  y"^-    Not  a  word  havt  I  tald  lo 
Mr.  Wtalpol.),  not  a  word  ihall  I  lay,  of  your  milk  dkt. 
Heawn  gram  Ihat  il  may  am  „cr  1 
I  •.  '"^  'wo'V -I  .hall  nol  Mtid  Ihi.  till  Tuwday,  aa 
I  know  tha,  Mr.  Wfalpol.J  wr.tc.  to-day.  tX  p..bl.c  even" 
h.  will  give  you  an  account  and  o(  Mr,,  Cholmeteyt 
^»ll  to  him  IhU  morning,  to  which  thii  will  ajlerwardi 
l>t  a  key  your  quickneai  will  not  want.     I  had  received  a 
note  (rom  her  wying  that  *he  wiiOied  I  would  carry  her 
to  him  at  my  lime,     i  chowi  the  •oontil.    To-morrow 
rt.  i.  to  good  aa  to  accept  of  a  place  in  my  box  at  the 
PwHheon.    I  truat  that  thi.  1,  not  a  ^,r/»^r,  out  of 
obedience  to  you.    It  may  be  :  it  i.  the  heat  reaun  the 
can  have.    I  am  goins  to  Mr.  Wfalpole]  thi.  evening. 
toon  after  Mven,  then,  after  having  made  a  vitit,  I  thai! 
carry  him  lo  tup  at  my  Mothert.  who  teemt  lo  be  early 
where  we  thall  only  have  the  (Aatmi^f  mam.^     I  wi,h 
you  had  teen  him  tell  me  th»l  he  wat  going  out  of  town 
for  a  fortnight,  on  Monday.     He  felt  aahamed,  after  alt 

the  birili  „f  Ihi.  event  that  people  came  in  before  I 

™/;"V    "'T.  '■•    *»•   «"'"«•    What    an    odd 
creature!    Uvie   I  have  teen    ju,t  for  one  moment- 

!«.'"  tJ;  '  H'  »".*=°"'*.»"«'y  •"  *■"  come  to  me.  I  know 
not.  That  he  wiihe.  it  I  am  convinced,  but  I  am  quite 
me  ancholy  about  my  Greek,  of  which  I  certainly  have 
lo.t  a  I.  I  .hall  go  out  of  the  world  without  Icnowing 
It,  I  fear.  I  rejoyce  that  yoii  have  found  mean,  to 
employ  your  time  .«  well.  I  have  not  been  .0  fortunate. 
Portugese  and  Spanish,  which  I  can  read  imperfectly, 
are  Karcely  worth  puttin«  on  the  li.t  of  acqui»itioi.,,  and 
by  Lme  .  actually  having  taken  from  me  the  Greek  verb, 
in  my  own  hand,  according  to  hi.  arrangement,  ainio.t 
a  year  paued  to  have  them  printed,  I  rather  lose 
ground,  and  what  is  worse,  spirit.  Farewell. 
'  Edwwd  JinioflMm.    St*  m/<,  p.  a6. 
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I  missed  seeing  Mr.  Walpole  yesterday  evening,  after 
his  return  from  Strawberry  [Hill],  by  his  going  out  early. 
That   I   might  write  to  you  "particularly"  of  what  I 
•m  "sun  you  likt  to  know,"  1  layed  down  my  chisel 
this  mornmg  at  eleven,  and  sallyed  forth  to  him.     He 
looked  well,  but  seemed  discomposed,  at  having  heard 
the  night  before  from  Miss  Cambridge'  that  she  had 
had  a  letter  from  your  sister  in  which  she  said  that  she 
was  well,  but  that  she  did  not  think  you  so.    1  am 
convinced  that  you  tell  me  what  you  think  of  yourself, 
but  It  IS  plain  that  those  who  love  you  judge  dififerently 
of  your  health,  and,  indeed,  tho'  when  you  wrote  last 
to  me,  you  might  be  better,  by  the  following  post  you 
might  be  less  well.    Your  weather  too  is  changed  •  I 
feared  it  would.     If  the  tine  spring  has  deserted  you. 
It  IS  not  for  this  Island.    Here  the  weather  has  been 
cold,  dark  and  windy  since  I  came,  but,  as  yet,  I  have 
been  no  farther  affected  by  it  than  feeling  uncomfort- 
able.   Mr.  W[alpoIe]  showed  me  your  letter,  by  which 
I   am  to  hope  that  ncxl  post  I  shall  hear  from  you, 
"  tho' "  you  have  not  had  a  letter  from  me  since  {illegibU'> 
I  knew  you  had  not.    Alas !  if  I  had  not  been  afraid  of 
my  letters  coming  to  you  too  often,  you  never  would 
have  expected  them.     In  the  uncertainty  of  Posts  and 
times,   I   endeavoured  through   my  whole  journey  to 
keep  on  the  side   I  least  wished.    You  will  perhaps 
one  day  thoroughly  know  me,  but  it  will  be  a  day  too 
late.    Do   not  think   I   doubt  your  kindness,  or  your 
opinion  of  me,  without  which  that  kindness  could  not 
exist. — Farewell.' 


'  Proraniably  a  dangfater  of  Richard  Owen  CambridFt. 
'  Add.  MSS.,  377»7,  f.  4. 
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Tht  Han.  Mn.  Damtr  to  Mary  Birry 

LONDOK,  /WAr  Mmiimg,  Mt,  17,  ,;„. 

I  /  *!?^°!.'r  *P'"'*  **""  ■  *"''«''  "y  '•"«'■  to  you 
last  and  God  know,  !  have  not  much  to  brag  of  since, 
whatever  I  may  appear  to  others.  I  almost  wished  my 
Wter  bwk,  yet  I  trust  that  you  will  not  misunderstand 
me.  When  I  complain,  it  refers  to  anything  on  earth 
but  yourself:  of  that  you  must  be  convinced,  or  think 
me  most  ungrateful.  Mr.  W[alpole]  seems  less  uneasy 
about  what  he  heard  from  Mr.  Cambridge'  than  I 
expec  ed.  He  depends  on  your  youth ;  and  the  certainty 
he  feels  of  your  return,  with  the  flattering  prospect  of 
enjoymg  your  society,  makes  it  not  easy  to  put  him 
outof  .pints;  that  I,  for  the  pleasure  of  induliin,-  m^ 
own  melancholy  ideas,  do  not  try,  you  will  believe 

SiUurday  moming.-\onx  friend  Mrs.  Crholmelevl 
called  upon  [me]  one  morning,  I  think  it  was  Wednesday  • 
I  was  alone  at  my  work.  1  wished  her  to  have  stayed 
longer.  The  expressions  of  good  sense  from  an  un- 
warped  mmd  have  a  charm  to  which  I  think  I  crow 
every  day  more  sensible.  You  could  not  choose  ill  tho' 
you  may  somewhat  relax  with  those  who  choose  you  It 
IS  not  because  she  is  your  friend  that  I  say  it,  but  I  have 
long  had  a  high  opinion  of  her,  from  things  I  heard 
from  Lady  C.  formerly,  and  I  remember  that,  tho' 
personally  I  hardly  knew  her,  I  used  to  be  pleased 
when  my  opinion  agreed  with  hers  on  subjects  Lady 
C  often  talked  over  to  me  about  herself,  and  I 
felt  interested  from  an  incident  which,  if  the  story  was 
fruly  represented  to  me,  will  cast  a  melancholy  over 
her  life.    For  deep  impressions  are  not  to  be  effaced, 

the  Beny.  lud  u^  .t  Twickenhun.  «h.re  h.  lad  lived  mcTi,,,     a 
fn.od  of  H„r.ce  W.lpol..  he  «x>n  l««ne  in.im«e  with  the  S^  j,d'™ 
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but  it  is  the  mind  that  decides  of  the  impreuioni 

hence  many  mistakes.  Her  manner  to  me  is  open, 
mort  than  civil,  almost  kind.  She  offered  to  come  and 
sit  with  me,  if  I  stayed  at  home  some  evening,  an  oiler 
I  shall  not  neglect.  I  now  am  all  the  morning,  and 
indeed  part  of  the  evening,  as  the  days  are  long,  settled 
at  my  work,  the  luria  lumtinum  less,  tho'  often  greater 
than  I  wish.  I  did  not  tell  you  that  the  first  thing  i 
saw,  and  flew  to  in  my  rooms,  on  my  arrival,  was  the 
Muff  I  had  so  much  regretted. 

Saturday  tvtning. — I  was  in  hopes,  by  what  you  said 
in  Mr.  W[alpole]'s  letter,  to  have  heard  from  you  to-day, 
but   it  is   not  wonderful  that  the  post,  or  your  time 
should  fail.    1  shall  ever  thank  you  for  a  kind  intention. 
My  sister  and  the  D[uke]  of  R[ichmond]  came  to  town 
last  Monday.    She  received  me  with  that  infinite  good 
nature   which   is   her   characteristic,  and  he  with  that 
invariable  kindness   and   affection   which   I  have  ever 
experienced  from  him.    When  I  can  see  his  faults,  you 
should  not  call  me  "blind"  or  " near-sighttd"—\  do  not 
believe  that  I  am  so.    I  sie  faults,  but  I  adore  virtues. 
Consider  how  very  few  opportunities  I  have  had  of 
talking  freely  to  you,  and  how  little,  even  with  constant 
writing,  can,  in  quantity,  be  said  by  letter.     I  may  have 
iopedioTgood  qualities  in  those  I  liked,  but  I  do  protest  to 
you  that  it  scarcely  ever  happened  to  me  to  feel  quite  sure 
of  them,  where  they  did  not  really  exist.     Livie  came  to 
me  yesterday   morning.     He  has  much  comforted  me 
about  my  Greek,  by  seeming  satisfied,  for  I  know  that 
he  is  all  sincerity,  and  brought  me  my  verbs  printed, 
and  almost  complete.     He  inquired  after  you  and  ap- 
peared rejoiced  to  hear  that  you  had  been  improving 
your  time.    He  says,  "we  must  take  care,  or  she  will 
grow  too  strong  for  us." 

I  hope  that  I  told  you  all  I  could  tell  you  about 
Paris.  The  dispute  among  the  Captains  at  Calais, 
[illegible^  told  me,  the  night  I  landed  at  Dover,  that  he 
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thought  by  a  letter  which  he  had  received  from  thence 
would  be  «.o„  sett,  d ,  „„„  ^^^  ^^^.^^^^  disadvantage  tt' 
>s  of  to  Calais  I  think  it  probable,  as  all  the  Packets,  the 

rr.n^r '"'  •'"."•""  ""'•P*''"' "°-  80  to  Boulogne 
ti,^    h  ?^f  ^"'  •"''  '"''"'"  *'■•"  "  P"^  near  the 

o  D^vJr  r„r  I  ""o""""  P""^'  "  '^'""  Boulogne 
so  that  one  must  wa.t.  or  time  it  ewctly.  and  not  choos*^ 
one;s  captam  out  of  his  turn,  as  formerly.    But  all  ??^ 

""nk,  cannot  last,  a.  it  will  not  answer  to  the  French 
^T1\J^'^  ""  "°'  '"  «'"  »">«  repute,  even  wi^h 
£^°en  wT  °r  ''T''-  " '"'  ^"8li.h,  and  will  o,^  J 
Seyttll.  "*'""  ""  ""'  '"  *•  ^»y'  do  what 

.h^'i-T"*'  "''  "  """'^  °°  S"*e's  book,'  lest  you 
should  suspect  my  taste,  and  fifty  times  have  I  l^n 

t  iSt,^  left  London  my  Bookseller  let  me  have 

Z^LT  -f '*""[''*  '*  ">  ""«=''  *»•'  ^hen  I  got  to 
Usbon.  my>./  thought  was  to  send  u  you.  thUiking 
that  you  would  not  have  it  so  soon  any  other  way  and  ? 
m^ht  have  done  so  by  the  courier,  but  my  «W  tho  "  ht 

Tot  th°e'LT.  f  m'"'^/'«'''  "*'  *"»*  ''-•  """^-o  •' 
To  do  the  book  full  justice.  It  is  not  necessary  to  agree 

Witt  It  in  all  pomts.    To  say  nothing  of  its  eloquenc!^  U 

honb  ?k""  '"u'  '°""'8"  degree  without  which  no 
book  ca^  thoroughly  charm  me.  that  of  making  me  love 
the  author     His  ideas  on   religion    1   did  really    ake 

sTbieVL'th^T^  '"i!!^  '"P"''"''-  A^  '°  ■"'-  °n  £ 
subject,  no  thinking  being  can  disapprove  them:  what 

consolation  in  particular   I  might  derive,   I  know  no 

precisely,  or  if  you  think  me  too  much  a  tached  t^  ml 

world,  but  I  feel  that  there  is  greater  danger  o^my 
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being  too  little  lo  at  timet,  which  ii  r  ot  right,  at  least,  to 
encourage  in  oneself. 

I  did  not  find  much  essential  damage  In  my  study, 
only  everything  moved,  which  ha-  cost  me  time.  My 
dog  was  not  hurt ;  one  scratch  of  an  Erinnys,  a  little 
terra-cotta  figure  you  may  remember  was  broken,  which 
I  regret.  I,  however,  have  most  of  the  pieces.  /  feel 
your  not  going  to  Rome,  where  I  wish  the  very  streets 
were  not  common  to  all.  I  have  a  veneration  for  (he 
place,  and  feel  grateful  to  any  that  has  ever  afforded  me 

any  degree  of  health  and  quiet Farewell. 

Srniday  mght—l  have  been  all  day,  as  usual,  at 
work,  and  this  evening  quietly  alone,  which  I  find 
sometimes  really  necessary.  I  shall  only  go  after  for 
an  hour  to  R[ichmon]d  House,  without  even  dressinL- 
I  shall  leave  a  corner,  to  tell  you  how  Mr.  Wfalpole] 
looks,  as  this  will  only  go  on  Tuesday,  and  I  am  to  see 
him  to-morrow,  after  his  return  from  Strawberry  tHilll 
and  to  carry  him  to  my  mother's,  who  has  a  party  for 
the  Comtesse  d'Albanie.  She  is  very  pleasant,  perfectly 
easy,  and  not  just  in  the  common  style.  I  have  seen 
her  several  times  since  '  came.  She  was  very  civil  to 
me  (the  last  time  I  was  at  Paris,  I  mean,  not  now), 
which,  dt  mon  mitux,  I  always  wish  to  return,  but  for 
my  amiMUU,  I  doubt  if  you  will  find  me  improved.  It 
IS,  as  you  observe,  with  me,  an  exotic  which  I  fear  the 
cold  blasts  of  England  will  destroy  long  before  I 
see  you. 

TiuiJf  iltnmg,  M^  ji. 

I  cannot  resist  making  this  a  double  letter,  that  I 
may  thank  you  at  my  ease,  for  yours  of  the  i7th 
which  I  bad  the  satisfaction  of  receiving  yesterday 
evening.  I  had  been  out  early  to  look  at  Cosway's 
pictures,  which  he  is  disposing  of.  At  my  return  I 
found  your  letter.  Yet  you  do  not  mention  your 
health,  when  you  even  have  nothing  to  say  on  the 
subject,  hoc  tantum  rescribe,  for  1  cannot  deny  to  you 
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mewmg  to  go  up  and  ,it  ,  ii„ie  ""th  him,  r«S  Wm 
*ome  o<  my  letter,  but  down  he  came  in  oie  M  wj 

K.iS  ^.  °''  '  r  '"""'  •"""  «"«  """O"  ° 

Z^L  1       ^  '^"  ""'"'  °"°*-    '  ""«t  here  remark  a 

coLrn^"*""  '?  '"'"  '•"'"•  "  '"  everything  thit 

•     tuZ   Z    '^  '"°**  "'•"5''  "*»y  "'"'"K  me  part,  o 

them,  somehme*  giving  them  to  me  to  read.  I   can 

wHh  a  letter  from  you  which  she  had,  I  fancy,  very 
Utely  recmed  and  wa,  .truck  with  the  same  id^ 
She  sajd  that  he  "despised  her  intelligence,  and  wf^ 
all  «he  msolenceof  a  lover  boasted  of  thfee  letters  which 
^.1,  .^      Tu  ^"''•''•"    '   "^  sometimes  diverted 

.t  with  you  Some  times  I  do  not  half  like  it;  when 
occupied  wU,  one  subject,  he  talk,  to  me  with  w" 

1  L'"w  T'^'V'  "^  """"'*'■•  "«  *^  '•U'er  tired  of 
a  breakfast  which  he  gave  yesterday  to  my  Uncle  and 

r^L  i? r"''  /'l*'"'''  •"  ^""'"^  »°'  "'ve  me),  mS, 
[./A^«/],  my  Mother,  ftc.  &c.,  but  only  in  mind,  and  that 
seemed  quite  revived  by  the  sight  of  Mrs.  Buller,  whom 

afterwards.  He  regrets  seeing  her  so  little,  but  does 
not  like  going  there  since  she  is  grown  so  fond  of 

'  Hor«M  Wtlpole'i  town-houM  wu  in  Bcrkelej  Squ«e 
ih.1  m"  "■'■'""""  "/  ^"y  ^"T"  (i-  30«  «.).  Lady  TTiem.  Lewii  Mite. 

6«  wife  of  th.  Aldcmw..    She  .u  .  <JeTM  ,„««,  a  good  l«ttpwri«7 
of  SZ  ™  "  5"!^'  'O^*'"--    Sum.  of  h«  tato.  ,0  ,h.  aartio; 
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Gbittt$ttr  dutu,  u  he 


told  her 


k„T-  ,**°*i  r°'"'y'  "  '  »8r«  with  /orTou  wen 
know  rnend.hip  can  only  exist  in  kindrid  J^L    To 

molJSaiSr"'' ''"  ""'•"^'  ""•  "•'"  ""*«• 
i  cannot  express  to  you  how  much  I  am  pleased  with 
wha  you  say  of  Cicero's  letters,  so  exactly  afteV^  C 
heart.  Little  did  I  think  when  I  read  them,  whe„" 
^no'Lr^'^I  dictionary,  that  I  should  ever  find  a 
being  that  would  read  and  see  as  I  did.    What  I  have 

^m/r,  I.  '  -^  .'  *°"'''  **  J'"'««'  ''y  U-e  books  I 
not,  mdeed,  fear  a-w-^.:  it  should  stop  with  me,  but 
hte  ary  pojson  I  abhor,  commonly  know  the  smel  and 
avoid  It  I  never  read  all  Lucan,  I  assure  you.  There 
are  very  fine  things  in  it,  but  he  so  often  puis  me  out  of 

hard  and  bombastic  in  the  lines,  that  1  have,  after  takine 

luthor°.l'"  '""'  "  '°*"'  ="""  8°"«  *°  «>««  '»vou",f 
author  to  repose  my  mind,  as  with  a  friend.  I  think 
reading  for  pure   pleasure  (unless   ordered  by  one's 

IS  not  kept  up,  one  read,  to  little  purpose,  and  what 
at  one  time  one  may  not  like,  from  circumstance,  may 
become  interesting  at  another. 

Everybody  tells  me  that  I  am  well,  that  I  lonk  «, 
and  so  forth,  but  to-day  I  am  more  th ii  ^vVr  convtc^' 
that  they  may  mistake.  I  have  a  sad  cold,  and  feel  a 
weight  and  languor  that  makes  me  thoriughly  un! 
comfortable,  not  that  I  believe  it  is  anything  Jious,  but  • 
I  have  set  up  too  late,  and  the  weather  hf  s  ZTt^L 
En^/>s*,-ciuses  suflScient,  you  well  know.  I  am  now 
determined  to  obey  your  cura  ut  vaUas  as  far  as  lays  in 
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my  power.    What  follows  (it  net  dmtt)  you  thought  an 
unnecenary  injunction,  and  Heaven  knows  I  it  is  so. 

I  remember  Madame  de  Sylva  and  take  her  to  be 
vtrji  lively.  I  wish  my  tara  anima  would  not  expose 
herscK,  and  her  name,— a  name  I  love,  at  every  one,  I 
think,  ought  to  do  their  own,  no  matter  what  it  be,  for 
we  cannot  have  too  many  causes  and  incitemenU  to 
honour.  Your  imfrovisalrut  1  never  saw.  I  do  not 
think  she  makes  tad  bargains  for  herself,  if  you  make 
good  ones.  I  think  by  your  next  letter  that  I  shall  hear 
of  a  packet  of  mine  which  by  that  time  you  will  have 
received,— three  letters  almost  together. 

I  shall  now  tend  this,  that  it  may  be  in  good  time, 
and  try  if  I  can  work  a  little.  I  think  that  I  am  better : 
better  one  must  feel  from  doing  what  one  likes,  when 
one  has  the  blessing  of  liking  that  that  can  leave  no  regret 
behind.— God  bless  you — Farewell,  and  think  of  me  ever 
as  you  now  do.' 


The  Hen.  Mrs.  Damir  to  Mary  Berry 

LoHooil,  Mmday  Mtrnlm.Jnm  Wk  1791. 

Living  as  I  do  in  a  house  alone,  I  feel  ashamed  of 
complaining  of  want  of  time,  yet  so  far  from  thinking 
that  I  have  a  recipe  worth  sending  you,  1  have  a 
thousand  things  to  say  to  you  and  have  wished  to  write, 
even  before  I  received  your  most  kind  letter  of  the  4th 
of  June,  which  I  did  on  Saturday  without  having  been 
able  to  find  a  comfortable  moment.  My  mother  has 
been  every  day  going  into  the  country  for  near  this 
fortnight ;  the  little  parties  I  have  made  for  her  and  been 
of  with  her,  obliging  me  to  sit  up  later  than,  for  a 
constancy,  I  can  bear  without  suffering,  have  made  me 
feel  harassed  and  fatigued,  and  I  have  not  got  up  at  my 
usual  hour,  which  takes  from  that  most  quiet  and  com- 

'  Add.  MSS.  37717,  f.  6. 
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pOMd  time  in  the  eviy  part  of  the  morning  which  I 

which  M  I  think  it  my  be,f  time.  I  love  to  dJdic  e  to 
you,  then  read  far  .n  hour,  before  I  begin  my  dailv 

thri;  V  •  '*"'"«"'"'  *•"•"  ""y  one  comee.  or  th*t  I 
M>ink  they  M  coming,  for  tho'  I  cnnot  write,  or  read 

l^i/°J!l'T  ?"  *"'''  *•""  ""y  •"  "'"•'  »"<»  "«in« 
h!«  T"'''  "/'*'*^  '"  the  morning  i.  what,  from 
different  circumstance.,  I  never  have  been  used  to,  and 

^bT  r^T'"  f'?:'  'L  '"'""-  •»  '»»''•  »  "ven 
th.Vt  1     1.      n     TJ*"*"  **•"'  ^'-  W[«lpole]  telli  you, 

,,!  u  .  ?w"'  T""  '"  »•'•  '*••«  «»"ntially.  I  do  auure 
you  but  the  other  day  I  got  a  fall  from  my  Kaffold 
rather  from  a  part  of  it,  which  contributed  to  thii  fall 
•nd  gave  me  a  shake,  a  sensation  that  in  a  far  sreater 
d«gree  you  have  known  too  well.  My  mother  and 
ZH'^'  'iT.'"  ""■y  •*^"  afterwards;  I  continued  my 
work  and  did  not  even  mention  my  fall.  I  could  not 
help  being  diverted  with  a  sort  of  comedy,  tho'  alas !  too 

wil  ""irn  '""k '.""^ "u-  ^""^^^ *''°'« conver«ition 
iTom/i  r  o^*o"  charming  scaffold  I  What  a  de- 
hghful  scaGoId      So  clever,  was  there  ever  anything 

so  clever,  so  well  contrived  t "  and  Lady  A .  "Look 

at  her  figure,  what  a  good  figure ;  well,  I  do  admire  her 
figure,  and  how  well  she  does  look."  So  she  ran  on,  and 
my  mother  enjoying  my  good  look,.  During  this  con- 
versation I  grew  in  pain  and  actually  faint,  so  as  to  be 
obliged  to  go  upstairs,  which  1  could  accomplish  and  get  a 
good  gUss  of  hartshorn  and  .vafer,  which  my  faithful 
Mary  gave  me,  observing  that  1  looked  very  ill,  and  that 
she  uw  there  was  something  the  matter  the  moment  I 
called  her.    This  recovered  me,  and  so  ends  my  story. 

ic.rtw'"^,T"uf-T^  ™j°*'='  *»*  y""  had  at  least  a 
fortnights  tolerable  health.  The  heat  I  do  not  fear  for 
you,  and  anything  must  be  better  than  the  cold  here 
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nim^^J'vT'  "'  l""  *••"•"•  '•"""«» »°  strawberry 
[Hill]  on  FricUy,  ..  he  will  have  lold  you.    I  with  th2 

•tantly   but  you  know  theN  .re  lubjecti  on  which  he 

L,7iw"  .'"i*^'  '  '*"•"•  *^»'  he  wi.het  to  be 
n«r  £Aw«S«,.i     Hii  •pjril,.  when  I  lut  mw  him,  tati>fied 

^T!.;    .^°'"  «•""'''«'<>»'»  upon  Mcert^n.    He  i. 
^n  ?n  V     ":'*'1":|!'«"«»  °'  your  'all.  and  alt  will  go 

My  Father  and  Mother  went  to  Park  Place  on  Sun- 
day, mean  to  go  there  in  about  a  fortnight.  I  really 
dre«l  the  cold  of  that  houK  ju.t  now.  I  Jin  ,tay,  ^.p 
good  hour.,  and  be  ai  quiet  a.  I  can,  for  quiet  I  really 

in  ht  ™  '  ""^l"  y  "«"'*■  There  i.  a  frankne.. 
in  her  manner  with  which  1  wa.  charmed.  Neither  her 
spirit*  nor  her  health  appeared  to  me  what  I  with.  If 
.he  mentions  me  to  you,  I  trust  that  it  will  not  be  un- 
kindly  I  would  have  talked  more  of  you  to  her,  but 
wanted  opportunity  and  encouragement  from  her  for 
do  assure  you  that  tojwr  fnend,  and  such  a  friend, 
I  should  h,ve  inSnite  pleasure  in  talking  on  your 
subject  without  reserve.  1  .hould,  indeed,  be  at  a  lo.. 
to  guess  what  part  of  your  letter  wa.-  ",«>>«•//«,„,,"  but 
do  not  „y  that  it  is  "vain"  fo.  you  to  attempt  suggest- 
mg  to  me  whatever  may  occur  to  yoiir  kind  friendship 
that  IS  barbarous;  but  you  do  not  think  it  l  know 
that  i  have  appear-d  to  receive  what  you  have  said  to 

S?nM  ,T'  ''""  '".''J'^"  "'">  ''"P''*  insensibility. 
Could  I  have  expi  ed  what  I  felt,  you  would  have 
been  satished.    Continue,  I  conjure  you,  to  treat  me 

Str.'.b^m'.r'.^'"'"!;!'  *^""  """■  ""'  "o'"'  Wdpole  g.v.  to  Uttl, 
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••you  do:  you  will  ever  find  me  the  being  you 


devoted, 


find   me,  to   you  moit  grateful,  „. 
neither  (e»ring  Truth,  nor  ihrinking  ..„.„  „„  „„r„, 
tr.«Ji  ol  Friend»hip.    My  head  I  ihall  ever  mi«tru«t : 
deign  lometimet  to  direct  that,  and  pity,  a*  I  know 
you  do,  the  erron,  fatal  to  my  peace,  into  which  it  ha> 
led  me.    I  know  not  how  to  thank  you  for  what  you 
»o  kindly  say  of  yourielf,  but  ala>!  on  that  lubiect, 
icarcely  you  can  comfort  me.    I  cannot  forgive  myself 
lor  the  real  impertinence,  folly  and  ill-judged  confidence 
of  my  conduct,  the  pain  it  gave  you,  and  the  indiffer- 
ence with  which  it  might  have  inipired   you,  for  a 
character  which,  ai  b*,t,  appeared  to  llght-the  cruelty, 
loo,  of  my  own  lituation,  at  times,  weigh  heavily  on  my 
•pint..    It  appe«-»  to  me,  like  a  bad  dream,  something 
which,  with  all  my  faulty  I  have  not,  Heaven  knows ! 
deserved. 

Tm$<lt,Mtrnimt,/umii. 
On  my  unfortunate  subject,  I  have  a  curious  cir- 
cumstance to  tell  you,  which  I  learn'd  from  Jerningham 
he  other  morning.    But  I  must  defer  it  till  my  next 
letter ;  tho    I  was  up  earlier,  it  is  now  near  the  time 
when   I   may  be  interrupted,  and  my  story  may  be 
rather  long.    It  is  an  old  one,  and  therefore  may  rest. 
Lady  Duncannon  has  a  good  heart,  but  a  sad  head, 
quite  unfit  for  all  the  dangers  the  circumstances   of 
her  life  have  exposed  her  to,  wanting  a  prouctor,  instead 
of  which  she  has  fallen  to  the  share  of  a  peevish  little 
mortal,  who  ttaui,  without  corrtcting  her.    Abuse  has 
been  lavished  on  her,  without  reserve.    Last  winter  she 
had  a  most  violent  illness,  the  precise  cause  of  which 
the   Physicians  could  not  account   for— some  inward 
disease,  and,  at  the  time,  she  was  breeding.    This  un- 
certainty  the  world  good-naturtdly  took  up,  and  made 
cUar,  some  that  she  was  not  ill  at  all,  but  confined 
by  her  husband ;  some  that  she  was  mad ;  some  that 
she  had  poisoned  herself,  and  assigned  all  the  necessary 
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Md  phuilbl*  MutM.  TIm  rwlity  it  ihai.  in  coiim- 
qiMnc*  ol  thi*  illnw*,  in  Um  coun«  ol  which  h«r  lit* 
WM  ofttn  dMpsirtd  ol,  and  during  which  I  hava  no 
douN  bul  thai  Udjr  H.'»  tiiltr  wan  moti  •ticniivc, 
«h*  ;»  now  In  •  wr««ch«f1  iialr  «i  luth,  having  loil 
lh«  me  o(  ona  (id*  Mjly,  tmi  hearing  thi*  miMrahlc 
«lal«  with  a  tMignation  tnd  goodn«M  o(  tamper  thai 
would  a/m»tt  touch  tha  heart  of  a  nrwipaper  writar. 

Thank  you  (or  antici|)ating  my  queation*  about 
Mra.  C[holmelay|.  Vou  will  have  wen,  by  my  lait  letter, 
that,  thi«  lime,  I  waa  lata  A//  than  usual.  Indeed,  tho', 
a*  I  itill  Hy,  ahc  it  plaaMnt  and  agreeable,  her  houic 
and  heraeH  are  equally  different  irom  what  they  were 
whan  I  lir«l  knew  her.  "Coifnta  i  tfiua  U  tmrutr 
fnuitrtr    It  it  a  ud  truth. 

Heaven  Uea*  you.  Think  no  more  or  my  atupid 
fall.  On  my  honour,  I  now  do  not  (eel  it,  but  I  have  a 
■atiiiadion  in  keeping  nothing  (rom  you,  however 
trifling  the  circumatance.    Once  more,  farewell.  ■ 

Tk$  Him.  Mrs,  Damtr  to  Marf  tttrry 

LOMDOM,  frUf.Jmm  14.  1791. 

What  I  had  not  lime  to  tell  you  in  my  last  was 
what  passed  one  morning  when  Jerningham  was  sitting 
with  me.  Our  conversation  had  taken  a  serious  turn  : 
from  one  thing  to  another,  we  came  to  abuse  in  news- 
paper. He,  with  his  hesitation,  seeming  suddenly 
labouring  with  something  that  he  wished  to  get  out,  on 
my  insisting,  said  that  he  knew  a  man  quite  miserable 
on  my  account  (rom  thinking  that  he  had  injured  me, 
an  injury  thai  he  would  give  a  limb  to  redress  (that  was 
his  expression).    This  person  is  a  Mr.  Combe,'  once  a 

•  Add.  MSS.  jj/s;,  t  ». 

•  WIIMm  Cooibt  dMi-ils}),  vko,  •dacuid  u  Eioa  ud  CWsid.  (iid 
(01  mM  tiaw  >  ftihioubla  au  sbont  uwn,  •««  vsilogi  Ticiuiiudo.  b«amc 
•  io«rB«liM.     H<  wu  Iht  uuhoc  of  muit  haoki,  tha  bM-knowD  of  »Mcli  1, 
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»nd  M,embl,ei  ,  writer  of  pamphlet,  and  paragraphVin 

me  ;1  ZL^  °*"  »"»""».  took  up  opinion,  of 
2ti.^?r  "^  ^'  •■*  "y*  ■"  ''"'>*»  "°<  why,  that  it  wa. 
without  reawn,  and  merely  from  idle  report  thatT 

aW '"  "'  "•' """"'  •"•  *""  »'»»•  in  hf.  pamjh  eu 
and  .n  newpaper,.  which  he  now  think,  of  wilh  exC 

ZU»^y,lT,u^.  r'^  """•  '"  •'"  PO*"-  He  told 
Jermngham  that  he  propoMd  reprintinc  his  work. 
l»vmg  out  the  line,  where  I  am  mentioned,  a"d  Tthe 
preface  or  poat-wript,  making  an  apology  for  hav„« 
attacked  me,  and  expre..ing  his  regret  (a.  to  all  o.w! 
menhoned,  he  .aid  that  it  L.  whaf  they  d  °.e  "ed  ^ 
he  .hould  not  retract).  Jerningham,  L  my  Wend 
desired  he  would  not  make  any  aDolo«  if  h.  IT  ' 
P^mhi,  worl^,  thinking  that  itTou^onTb^^^g^^^^^ 
old  stories  which,  he  fancie.,  lose  ground  daily.    I  know 

udge.    This  man  has  actually  of  himself  been  writinc 
what  heTa^to  ':  ■T'"',"'  L'  '=°"'="-^'  »"^  S 

t"™  to  Mr  ^cTZ-""  ""* '  ''^'""'"^  *'  •'»''  8'^«"  'his 
Wshonnn/'.wT.,  "P'"'""''  *"■*  he  protected,  upon 
his  honour,  that  the  man  first  mentioned  it  to  him  and 
a.  feeling  really  hurt  and  affected.    I   at  least  «n.^* 

tion.  Mr.  Combe  can  not  redress  the  wrong  he  has 
done  me.  It  ,s  only  a  melancholy  speculation  to  trace 
■n  this  instance,  one,  possibly  M,  original  author  iTf"' 
as  newspapers,  of  calumny  aad  a  long  trJn  of'o"  1 
cuting  abuse.  At  the  time  he  first  begL,  hlwr  tin/s  t 
word,  a  bow,  from  me,  or  the  least  accidentarattenUon 
or  acquaintance,  might  have  made  him  la Wi*  as  much 
unmerited   praise  as    he  has   barbarous  a"use     Now 
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were  he  to  write,  to  iwew,  to  disavow  hit  injuries  in  the 
most  formal  manner,  ten  to  one  it  would  be  said  that  I 
had  bought  this  man,  and  alt  his  testimonies  laughed  at 
What  a  long  story  on  an  odious  subject  I  and  what  must 
be  my  confidence  in  your  kindness  and  the  interest  you 
take  in  me,  to  send  it  I     My  confidence  is,  indeed,  great, 
and  the  comfort  that  kindness  gives  me  deeply  felt 
One  thing  more  he  told  me,  which  will  surprize  you  as 
httle  as  it  did  me,  that  a  t*rtain  fitnd,  .-«,  guam  dicam, 
had  attempted  to  abuse  me.    It  was  to  Udy  Mount- 
Edgcumbe,'  who  received  what  she  said  with  scorn  and 
contempt.    She  knows  her,  and  all  she  has  said  of  htr 
and  htrs,  but  fears  her,  and,  like  others,  treaU  her  with 
management  in  some  degree— a  p  jrnicious  system,  but 
while  followed  by  so  many,  difficult  to  avoid.    I  thoueht 
myself  extremely  angry  and  felt  an  inclination  to  re- 
proach her  with  her  infamous  falsehood  (which   with- 
out Udy  Mount-Edgcumbe's  leave,  I  could  not).    But  on 
her  coming  info  my  study  the  day  following,  the  altera- 
XxonoTtHcrtase  of  bad  opinion  being  so  slight,  I  did  not 
feel  half  so  much  offended  as  perhaps  I  ought     Well 
you  may  think  me  stupid— think  me  but  sincere 

Mondof  wKwow^.— Thank  Heaven!  I  have  t^day 
au.jther  subject  to  write  upon,  one,  from  the  first,  most 
dear,  now  most  satisfactory,  most  comforting  I  re 
ceived  your  lasl  kind  letter  of  the  loth  June  on  Saturday 
late,  when,  after  working  at  His  Majesty's  statue*  all 
day  I  had  dtsctndtd  to  work  in  my  garden,  not  a  very 
large  field  for  fame.  I  can  regret  nothing  that  may 
have  contributed  to  inspire  you  with  confidence-a 
confidence  ycu  will  ever  find  me  ready  to  confirm  by 
every  proof  of  real  attachment.  Merely  to  see  you  is 
not   my  object,   great  as  that   satisfaction   is,  I  freely 

•  anm.   d.ughlCT  uf  John  Gilbert,  Archbiihop  of  York  (Kioi-iift,). 
mwrMd  in  1761  George,  third  BaroD  MouM-Edgcumbe 
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^if„T:  ,  ■  "^u  '"  •"  y°"  '""8  '^♦h  »  doubtful 
opinion  o<  my  charicter,  or  be  a^  by  you  with 
indifference,  would  be,  to  me,  in.upportable.  Never 
•pare  me  in  anything  that  concern,  you.  Our  interests 
cannot  be  separated.  In  everything  that  regards  a  world 
■  A  '°  '■' r"^""*"^'  '«<  yo"  better  head  and  better 
judgement  direct.  Your  decree*  will  never  appear  harsh 
to  me,  while  accompanied  with  that  tenderness  and 

Holfh^tt  .  !"  '""  '"P'"'"":""  from  you.  I  do  not 
doubt  that,  to  me,  you  write  from  your  heart;  why 
indeed,  else  should  you  write?  But  on  this  subject  I 
need  not  reason.  Yet  you  know  there  are  degrees,  and 
you  cannot  wonder  if  1  am  sensible  to  that  increase  of 
confidence  you  so  kindly  mention  yourself  experiencing. 

men«r  M  "?^.  ?"^  ""''•  '"  ""^  '•=""».  frequently 
mention  Mrs.  Cho  meley  and  boast  of  her  kindness  to 
me,  from  the  double  vanity  of  thinking  it  would  please 
you,  as  she  seemed  unwell,  and  rather  to  dread  the 
journey,  I  expressed  a  very  sincere  wish  to  know  in 
some  way,  of  her  safe  arrival,  with  which  she,  most 
obUgmgly  complyed,  by  writing  to  me  herself,  and 
had  the  satisfaction  to  know  that  she  ^t  to  her  country 
house  on  Tuesday  without  difficulty  or  fatigue-so  sh^ 
expressed  herself.  s        »"  »r 

Every  one  here,  for  these  two  days,  has  been  and 
is  under  much  anxiety  for  the  fate  ot  wretched  Frenr'i 
royalties,  of  which  I  shall  say  little,  as  what  might  suit 
tits  moment  can  not  suit  the  one  in  which  you  will 
receive  my  letter.  It  is  a  sad  tragedy,  that  would, 
however,  touch  me  more,  if  I  were  more  interested  ior 
the  principal  characters,  but  such  weakness,  U.  M  des 
serments  des  auteU,  violated,  which,  I  do  insist  upon  it 
never  sh^ld  have  been,  as  one  door  is  ever  open  to' 
escape  from  perjury.  But  no  matter;  as  miserable 
individuals,  I  do  from  my  soul  pity  them. 


THE   BERRYS   ABROAD  47 

I  think  with  much  anxiety  of  your  return,  tho"  it  is 
my  opinion  -hat,  in  these  days,  confusion,  a  phantom 
«o  constantly  talked  of,  ia  seldom  to  be  seen,  yet  the 
nndiqm,  Mia,  the  doubts,  difficulties  and  dangers  you 
may  be  exposed  to-For  pity's  sake  !  at  least,  be  cautious. 
If  you  come  round  by  Germany,  remember  that  from 
Ostend  to  Calais  there  is  a  road,  only  18  posts,--it  was 
sandy  and  bad  when  1  passed  it.  but  that   was  many 

?^'!*°:  fu**,"  ""''  ""^  *"  S"""*-  The  passage  from 
»>tend,  at  the  late  season  of  the  year,  is  most  uncertain 
often  not  safe.    /•  numoria  habts,  for  heaven's  sake  I 

On  Friday  '  am  to  go  to  Strawberry  [Hilll  for  a 
night  or  two.  I  shall  after  that  return  here,  and  then 
go  the  begining  of  next  week  to  P[ark]  Place.  Our 
variable  weather  is  now  hot.  I  am  better ;  I  keep  well 
and  must  not,  should  not  complain.  Poor  Jferninghaml 
IS  not  in  spirits.  His  stcrtt  I  do  not  know,  but  as  it  is 
about  one  belle  of  many,  I  cannot  much  respect  it ;  but 
he  IS  a  good  creature,  and  one  of  the  few  men  one  can 
live  in  intimacy  with. 

Farewell,  I  end  one  letter  to  begin  another.  It  is 
my  greatest  pleasure  and  my  greatest  comfort,  the 
assurance  of  your  friendship.— Farewell.' 


The  Hon.  Mrs.  Darner  to  Mary  Berry 

Loudon,  Tkursdajt  KveHmg.Jmlyj,  1791. 

I  meant  to  have  gone  to  Park  Place  yesterday,  but 
stayed,  as  Mr.  W[alpole]  was  to  come  to  town,  that  he 
might  have  a  home  in  the  evening ;  and  to-day,  partly 
from  his  not  returning  and  partly  from  finding  that  I 
had  some  things  to  get,  to  order,  and  to  do,  and  that  I 
should  be  hurried.  He  will  give  you  an  account  of 
himself.  I  shall,  therefore,  only  mention  what  I  think 
he  may  not.  The  nasty,  damp,  changeable  weather 
'  Add.  MSS.  377J7,  f.  11. 


*•  BERRY   PAPERS 

iTlitJl'r'"  '"'  i*"  """•♦'•'"  "'  strawberry  [Hill]) 

*~^,'  and  the  aila.r  of  Mr,.  Day,  whid,  you  knowTu 
th.8  .tormy  weather,  if  the  post  fail..    Afms  tcl cuZ 

1  o^fh*  T!l^*  T*""  ''  *<"•••'  *»"•"  he  talk,  to 

anupode..  However,  he  wa.  in  very  good  spirit,  here 
ye.terday  evening,  and  had  hi.  d«r  M^  bX,  the 
only  perwn,  I  think,  that  he  thoroughly  like,  tallrinfi  to 

meHiar;i.l  "•""  '°'»^«  '°'  "Ot  having  im. 

Tnl^i'^   "'"'"  y°"'  """•  »"«»  recollected  you?  tho' 

.tffa^*  h  '?  P™"""='»«°''  that  ma(Je  her,  for  an 
instant,  hesitate.     Heaven  ble»  you.    I  can  write  no 

TMr,  b""";*.;'"'  '  """•  dres/myself.  ,  argd^g 
to  Mrs.  B.,  and  then  to  my  sister*..  ^ 


P*«K  Placi,  SUmr*^  MtnUni. 

tr,  fj°V^^  ^*'T'  **°"""  ""''  »he  plains  of  Andalusia 
to  the  c*u*..s  of  Park  Place  is  "a  falling  off."    Y^ 

=  ••  I  roUlvCLd  !^  ?r  ""  '"'''  '"  *•  """MMh  century. 
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will  not  be  read  with  le»  intereit,  tlio'  they  may  be 

Mrt.  Buller,,  and  waa  better  satisSfd  with  him  than 
I  wai  .n  the  morning.  He  write,  to  you,  I  6nd,  o< 
«"»  anftr  at  your  aitter's  having  told  Hita  C.  that  he 
WM  «  .»«o.  about  your  fall,  and  the  scar  on  your 
face.  I  meant  to  teU  you,  if  he  h«J  not.  It  i,  C 
that  there  »  .carcely  anybody  one  can  say  anything 
to.  You  would  have  been  divert«l  to  hear  Wm  w^d- 
fooliih,  gossiping  people,  I  cant  imagine  what  ,ht 
<»n  wnt.  to  them  for."    "kou  are  charing  abou    my 

^e*oMh  ^'L^f."!!!?  °'  ^t'-^hmond].    Shf  isJndeTd' 
one  of  the  oddest  beings  living,  and  one  of  the  beat  • 

th"Jre  ''of^;*"""*^'?«  •""  '"«'  »*'«''  °'  good-nature 
m^h-       u   '■?  '""'  "•«'"♦•  Particularly   towards  my 
mother,  which,  at  times,  «/«„/  provokes  me.    I  hoL 
tryed  to  convince  her  of  this,  but  it  is  so  impossible, 
io  perfectly  vain  that  I  give  it  up.    For  mvsehf   it™ 
really  satisfied.    We  cannot  in  !u  find  «/r>^d  wher" 
kindnMs  so  much  preponderates,  and  that,  according 
to  a  character  one  finds  so  much  preference  there  is 
no  complainmg,  even  of  what,  from  some  vtrv  few 
might  cut  one  to  the  soul.    I  saw  G[enerall  O'Hara 
yesterday  morning  and  told  him  what  you  said     You 
seem  pretty  soft  as  to  his  remembrance.    He  talked 
of  you  in  a  way  that  pleased  even  me.  and  I  think 
would  not  hesiUte  in  recolltcting  your  name,  however 
proTMuHctd.     He   is,  in   my  opinion,  not  only  a  most 
agreeable,  and  most  entertaining,  but  a  most  valuable 
creature.    Madame  d'Albany  I  have  seen  a  great  deal 
of  lately-more,  I  think,  than  of  any  others     That  is 
she  came  almost  constantly  in  the  morning  to  me  sat 
while   I   was  at   work,  talking   with   perfect  ease  and 
liberty  on  all   subjects,  her  own   not   excepted      I   do 
not  mean  Alfieri.    He  keeps  himself  in  the  background 
hitherto.    Once  he  came  into  my  study,  when  he  called 
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so 


BERRY    PAPERS 


a|  the  door  for  her,  and,  at  Strawberry  [HUI]  I  taw 
him.  wd  am  to  .ee  him  here,  with  her.    She  i.  to 
pa.,  hro  night.,  in  her  way  and  he  accompanie.  her 
on  a  long  journey  throuf^h  Scotland  and  Wale..    How 
th..  will  be  taken  I  know  not  exactly,  for,  a. "ou.^ 
much  Mverity  ..  exerted  as  to  thoM  connexion,  here! 
i-or  my  part,  aware  of  this,  I  commonly  uy  that  I 
am  per.uaded  they  are  privately  married.    Not  that 
I  know  one  word  about  it,  or,  in  the  leait,  care,  but 
they  might  a.  well,  in  one  u-nK,  for  he  both  aSw!,  ,)u 
*««<«  of  her,  and,  I  believe,  governs  her  with  a  tisht 
hand.    He  Men.  to  be  wnsible  and,  I  fancy,  is  well 
informed,  but  grave  and  severe.    Thi.,  with  her  clum.y 
person  and  contented   appearance,  should   not  shock 
tl^  1*°^  "'"'=''' '"  *"  »'"'»'  ''«P«n««.  on  exterior. 
Ihe   Campbells   are  at    Inverary— my   uncle   what 
people  call  tkinking  himself   ill,  th".  is,'*,.v1o,  for 
ateu7"ti-    ""  T^'^^'^f'  "  »  »  '"bject  no  one  ikinks 
ih,  fi    ,     ,   !P'".*'  ""  'ow-cause  or  consequence  of 
Jlu':  ^^^  ^''  "°  ''°"'"'  dawdling  away  her  time 
with  that  most  .ndi/fir^.,  sposo.  and  Udy  C-  carving 

'JZ'.  ^T\  °"  "^  "■"  ""'*  '°'""8  »"  the  arm  of 
a  confidante,  in  the  form  of  Mis.  Campbell.    To  be 

^Zr.*'  '^'7';  ™''  '  "'"<=''  "g'et  the  most  unfortunate 
education  of  this  cousin   and  the  dangers   that   now 

from  what  ."h     ''"  T"^  "''^  """  ^''^  ''^'^  ^^- 
from  what  I  hear,  make  a  sad  figure     ,  xdy  Frederick.J 

whom   we   agree  m  thinking  perlectlv   .lear  sighted, 

The  yoanter  d«iighter.  Udy  Charlallc  '-i.T.niig. 

W.    .:^     sS^   J'™;  '■"^■"X"'  -'■o  .«  lunged  for  ^S^ZT^, 
lus  slewud.     She  obtuned  an  act  nf  s<>tiBP»in«  fc—  ?•      ■     * 

1  .  .  —""^M  "It  Hct  01  sepaniion  from  htm  in  Tune  i»r8  &» 

L'nh'Duke  ■??  t  ■""""'  '""'  "'«■"'"'  C-PW'.  thud":  ^"/<*t 
fourth  Duke  of  Argyll,  .n  uncle  of  Mr..  D«,er.     L»dy  F^erick  wu  S 

Uerk  Reguter  of  ScolUnd,  wrviTed  her  nine  yeari. 
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tfco'  ilM  does  •omttinM.  uk  »  miRnifier,  mm  m,  u, 

L^  t!^,  T  »"•  •'■""•Phere  of  Undon  .ml  my 

i^iJ^  "^*'''  •"  '"'"'■  "'■'  **  *«•  0"«  excited, 
^.  Kien  ,  constant  thick  rain.  I  round  only  Uuiw 
a^»/r..nd  of  1..,.,  Mi..  Hamilton  (.  .en.ible.  w.U- 
behav^  g.rl  enough,  to  appearance).    W.  .,p,i,  „,y 

^«lll  '^\?^;  ^'  ''-  """""ncwi  .leaping  ,^ 
S«M,berry  [H.ll]  l„.  night  i„  her  way.  I  hone  A, 
Ml  come    particularly,  for  my  Mother  '««m.  m  hZ 

SSin  hi  "".."=    ''"'  "°"""8  U  more  uncertain 

U.an  her  peregrmation..  I  feel  anxiou.  till  I  hear  that 
I  nave  not  done  mischief  by  what  I  uid  of  vour 
hou..  ,0  Mr.  W[alpole].    It  iould  be  t^  hard  if   a 

ne.s.  Yet,  tho  it  will  truly  vex  me,  if  I  have,  I  deoend 
on  knowm«  it  from  you.  and  entreat  that  I  may.  l"^^ 
not  before  ;«-««/,<*,  in  talking  to  him  of  you,  knowins 
hi.  d-po'ition.  but  I  rf„ll  now  be  more  than  e"  er  o* 

t^er!?r  •  T  '  "!.°?['?  «*''  "''"  P""-  '°^  '  know  that 
«^ere  are  a  thouwnd  thing,  he  will  thank  both  you  and 
roe  for  having  told  him.  ' 

I  need  not,  at  present,  answei  to  what  you  u>  kindly 
«y  on  ray  working'  too  much.  Before  I  .ettle  to  that 
again,  the  days  will  be  shorter.  The  little  Erynnis 
shall  mend:  I  have  all  the  piece,  but  one.  When  I 
saw  It  broken,  !  remembered  that  you  had  liked  it  and 
reproached  myself  much  the  more  for  not  h"mg  ™1 
It  m  a  safe  place.  I  gave  Livie  your  message.  Hi, 
answer  was  :-"  1  l.jghly  value  Miss  Berry.     When  doei 

tter"  '  ■;  ^"^  "?.'"•  " '  ""P"  *'  '"^l  have  a  tou^ 
together  next  winter."  Indeed.  I  wished  you  to  be  ac 
quamted.  No  one  I  ever  saw  is  ,0  capable  of  being 
of  u,e  to  you,  and,  if  I  do  not  judge  too  favourably  J 
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hto  iMi*.  hw  would  bavt  grwtw  piMnv*  in  bciiw  ml 
bjr  eontribaling  to  your  inttniction,  and  h*  it  not. 


tiMt  fhii  difference  oi  date  wem*  •imII.  Tell  me  of 
your  Prim^M  end  your  M»rth»».  The  latter  U  oer. 
t»lnly  acting  a  very  fooiiih  part,  to  tay  no  more.  Mv 
iiiler  came  laat  night.  Mr.  W[,Ipol.J  h«l  an  ,„,,-,' 
ment  out  and  could  not  <we  her-a  sign,  however.thit 
hit  rheumatitm  it  not  worie.— Parewel'i 


Th*  Hon.  Mn.  Damtr  it  Mary  Btrry 

PAaa  Placi.  W,im,d,,  Mwnlmt,  Julf  ij.  1791. 

,„,'rui^  '?^"*^  '"°'*  ''i™*'"''  »"P""d  »«  receiving 
your  le  ter  this  morning  of  the  35th  [June],  quite /«,/«^ 
iA«.  Not  that  Mr.  W[alpole]  could  give  me  your  r^Z 
not  having  himself  had  your  letter  when  I  left  him,  but 
T^*^Al  •'"^"y*  P°»»  °ver  (when,  by  the  date,  I  think 
I  ihould  have  had  this),  I  concluded  that  you  had  mi.«cd 
what  you  kindly  call  my  "po.,  day,"  and  h.'d  mad.  Tp  S 
tuUnttm  mind  to  the  idea  of  not  hearing  of  you  till  Satur- 
day.  You  are,  in  everything,  most  kind.  I  wai  not  wry  ill 
really  ;  enough,  however,  to  have  been  fully  ^niiWe  to 
the  «t»f.ct  on  and  comfort  of  seeing  anythingTde^  to 
me  a.  you  for  however  .hort  a  time.    But  do  not  have 
thew^iyto  tuppose  that  it  is  in  your  "power  to  ad- 
mmister  "  to  me  a  "small  degree  of  comfort."    I  «„ 
not  flatter  you  to  far  as  to  say  that  can  ever  be.    My 

fat  gue  me  j  but  then  I  recover  with  a  night's  rest,  and 
nothing  ever  contributed  so  much  towards  that  rest  as 
this  occupation,  to  which  I  think  I  owe  much  composure 

'  Add.  MSS.  J7717,  f.  13. 
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»  «nM<  whan  uixioui  to  Ani»h  or  continue 


not 
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work  Of  thi*  lort,  »  nnt  to  impotiible,  from  ,„ 

!•!«  JL.  i*^^"Pj~  "'"^  '  «»'»'»""y  PM»«d  for 
]^r»  K  .1  "*•'  "  "P  •"'""•'y.  o'  'h.  miMrabl. 
jhM.  my  helth  wa.  in.  .11  *b.ch  I  bor.  with  »  ..upid 
•ortol  ,nd.«er,nc.  tor  w  long  a  time,  1  am  provokrt 
•I  nyMlf.  For  much,  perhaps,  might  have  been  done 
SI  mm  ntn  hna/nitui.  Believe  me  moit  sincere  when 
laetur*  you  that  the  interest  you  take  in  my  health  will 
more  Uian  any  other  consideration  make  me  attend  to  it. 
Ti.'^'^r"'"'— **•■••  "'""y  came  here  on 
W[alpole]  s  havmg  the  rheumatism  >  and  of  her  havins 

-rLnl"  ■!"'"."  'r,  •■'•  "'«»'*«°*n.  "d  confined.    He 
perhaps  wiU  not  tell  you  this,  but  I  shall.    She  says  that 

h^m  h,.  having  ,«.  4,r.  which  he  would  not,  had  he 

from  ill."  T'    !l*  •""  °"*  °'  'P""'  =  •»"  '  »«  '"^ 
rom  easy.    He  will  not  write  to  me  on  this,  I  know,  so 

li^tL  ,^1!  '^"  '".''•"  ""  '  •»*»  »"  »"•*"  to  my 
•"•f  '?  "'"-»  "d  uncomfortable  system  of  his,  I 
must  think.  Mrs.  Hfervey]  ha.  been  piing  ,oL  Xiy, 
•t  Udy  Cecily's.,  who  is  grown  mighty  fond  of  hi;* 

U-  'i^f "  i:^f,  u?Ji^"^' """"-'-'  ''<-''  ••  ••— '  """»' 
UN  tow,  '"•""•MiUtkerhcnomim,,  whieblli«wladl«m.ili— WW— .. 

««  cnunnwd,  ,„d  UK»gh  »  ni«d  .»«y  window  wm  opm.    HowtT«^. 
•  Hmmn.  Cjdll.  W«,  dd«  d.«,hur  of  John,  Lord  D.  I.  W«,  „ 
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r.".^,  *\"a  'u'  "5"  '^'  *•"•  ^■'  "  "''"8  '^^y  »«  '"ch  a 
rate,  and  abusing  everybody,  that  it  made  one's  hair 

^^/l^^ -•    Th  f "'  >'°"^'"""''le  servant  she  said  "«,« 
ptr/tci,on.      That  is  a  «r,/  x,«/  /,  />|;a;.ii  />r/     ,  ^i,,  j, 

W.I1    no     grow.    What    detestable     faliehood  !      Mrl 

Hlervey]  mentioned  her  abusing  Lady  Mount-Edgcumbe," 

■n  particular,  and  that  she  had  said  such  things  of  her 

nothing   should   make    her   even    repeat.    My   mothe^ 

wanted  to  W  them,  but  she-Mrs    H[erve/]-woufd 

I  .T°  ^''""ge.'his  odious  subject  completely,  by  what 
1  take  o  be  Its  direct  opposite,  1  will  talk  of  Mrs. 
Chomeley,  tho'  it  is  impossible  for  mc  to  expres  the 
«tisfaction  her  kind  opinion  gives  me.  How  much  of 
that  favourable  judgment  may  be.  perhaps  insensibly  to 

wmnotT'"^.'"/"";  "^'""•'''''^•-  •  k"ow  not,  but  that 
will  not  be  what  is  *«/ gratifying  to  my  heart.  I  am 
«"re  If  Mrs.  C[holmeley]  saw  me  with  an  anxious  wish  t" 

rdrni,''.-  ''^'j""''u''"  ^°°'^  °P'"'°"'  ='"'•  =•  'Sincere 
admiration  of  her  character  and  herself,  she  saw  me  as  I 

"»"y  ^os-      I  lost  no  opportunity  in  my  power  of 

tnfd"!  "  k"""^  *:"  ^''°''  ^'"y  in  London,  and,  as 
told  you,  she  was  kind  enough  to  write  to  me  on  her 
arrival  in  the  country,  as  I  wished  to  know  how  she  had 
borne  her  ,ourney-so  kind  a  letter  that  I  am  almost 
temped  to  keep  it  till  I  see  you.  I  think  you  wouW  t 
pleased  to  read  it,  and  not  think  vanity  alone  made  me 
shew  It  you.  I  will  hope,  too,  at  some  future  day  of 
leisure  and  opportunity,  if  any  such  fortunate  days  are 
reserved  for  me,  that  you  will  tell  me  her  sad  story  with 
!L  ^''"=""«'.''"«f-  You  will  not  easily  find  one 
who  would  hear  it  with  more  interest. 

Sunday.-"  I  am  just  returned  from  2. procession"  of 
your>«„«i  Miss  Michells  and  their  new  husbands,  after 
hiring  a  sermon  preached  by  a  young  parson  with  a 
high  cape  o  his  coat,  starting  up  above  his  surplice,  and 
his  hair  well  powdered.  upon/«M  and  good  works.    This 
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brought  certain  expressions  to  my  mind,  which  you  may 
perhaps  forget—"  tojt*  and  good  works,  &c.,  and  sent  me, 
tote  animo,  to  Florence.  It  you  are  a  "  Roman-Catholic 
child  for  church  ceremonies,"  you  would  find  a  play- 
fellow in  me,  for  I  am  always  delighted  with  them,  when 
I  can  see  them  in  ray  own  way.  As  to  what  you  saw, 
my  "curiosity"  must  remain  unsatisfied,  as  I  am  not 
with  Mr.  W[alpole],  nor  likely,  just  at  present,  to  see 
him,  unless  (which  heaven  forbid)  he  should  be  seri- 
ously ill.  But  I  am  pleased  that  you  was  not,  to  excess, 
fatigued  with  what  must  have  been  a  most  fatiguing  day. 
I  wish  to  be  wrong  in  my  ideas  of  milk  and  vegetable 
diet,  but  you  will  understand  that  all  I  have  said,  or  ever 
meant  to  say,  is  cautionary,  not  even  wishing,  in  this,  to 
inHuence  you,  merely  to  call  your  attention  to  yourself, 
and  to  your  own  health,  more  likely  to  wander  and 
watch  that  of  others.  As  for  me,  I  have  been  un- 
commonly well  since  I  came  here,  in  spite  of  changes  of 
weather  from  cold  to  hot.  At  present  it  may  really  be 
called  fine.  But  I  have  always  some  plague.  I  have,  for 
above  these  two  years,  had  a  swelling  in  my  throat,  which 
is  lately  rather  increased,  and,  tho'  not  of  a  dangerous 
sort,  yet,  as  I  do  not  chuse  to  be  like  some  of  the  figures 
you  see  in  the  Alps,  I  am  trying  to  get  the  better  of  it,  by 
medecines  and  fomentations,  ordered  me  by  Fordyce 
who,  for  that,  and  also  to  strengthen  me  (supposing  I 
can  bear  it)  wishes  me  to  try  sea  bathing.  I  think 
I  shall.  I  will  endeavour  to  find  some  stupid  place 
where  there  is  no  company  and  where  I  can  be  quiet. 

Sunday  Evening,  Jiiiy  17. 

As  my  father  goes  to  town  to-morrow  early,  and 
that  my  paper  is  nearly  full,  I  shall  finish  this  and  send 
it  to  my  House,  for  Tuesday's  post.  When  I  mentioned 
the  D.  of  B.'s  fine  coat  and  fine  equipage,  I  was  going 
on  to  talk  of  the  materfamilias,  but  something  stopped 
me,  a  feeling  of  not  choosing  to  say  anything,  where  I 
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could  not  uy  any  good  ol  one  I  had  been  truly  atUched 
to,  and  more  the  dread  of  your  not  being  thoroughly 

Tn  .'h  .*  r'.*°i?'  •"''  °"'y  y°"'  "«*  '  would  talk 
I  ..I  "''•  »"''J«»-  The  <ifltf,/,V«,/,  it  ;,  true,  now  make 
little  difference,  and  ,-re  matter,  in  general,  only  of 
speculation  ;  but  when  I  look  at  my  d,Udr,n,  I  confess 
that  some  melancholy  reflections  often  steal  in  upon 
my  mind.  The  D.  of  B.  I  am  convinced,  and  I  have 
reasons  for  being  so,  deserves  the  censures  of  the  world, 
on  the  score  of  avarice  as  usual,  that  is,  according  to 
thfrnr^h  /i'i:''*'™'"*7"°'  "  ""•  '^°"  P"hap.*will 
have  L^r.  .  ^'m'  r'*"""  '"  '"^"8  '»>"«.  »nd  so  I 
have  but  I  should  have  none,  if  I  did  not  think  it 
strictly  true—Farewell  and  God  bless  you. 

It  pleases  me  to  hear  of  your  weather,  but  I  think 
much  o  your  journey.  At  Turin  I  have  been  told  there 
was  lately  some  disturbance.  Mr.  W(alpole]  I  fear,  will 
hear  of  this.    Farewell  once  more, 'and  tike  ca;.  o 


Tki  Hon.  Mrs.  Damtr  to  Mary  Birry 

LOMCOM,  W,dm,da,  BvmiH,,  AHgusI  3,  179,. 

u,^,?.');  \T^  *''iu  °'  "*'«/«'/>'"'/■  I  Will  finish 
What  I  had  to  say.-That  poor  little  creature  I  mentioned 
in  my  last  to  you  had  the  misfortune  attached  to  many 
of  her  u.ifortunate  figure,  of  fancying  herself  always 
>n  love,  fancy  I  must  ever  call  it,  where  there  is 
a  succes..on  of  objects.  This  was  to  be  carried  on 
^«.t  /«,/«  Usformts  and  a  eonfidantt  became  part  of 
the  business.  At  one  time  it  was  her  maid,  a  girl  of 
her  own  age,  most  improperly  put  about  her,  and  in 
spite  of  the  most  earnest  expostulations  on  my  part 

del?.,"',,'"^,-'''"'"  ""''  ""y  ■"°*«^-    There  was  no 
degree  of  familiarity,  no  degree  of  confidence,  to  which 

■  AM.  MSS.377V,(;i5. 
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the  did  not  lay  hcr«lf  open  with  this  girl.    She  left 
her,  and       n   the  find  twisted  round  her  and,  with 
the  help  oi  her  own  imagination,  persua  •      her  that 
the  noviu  paUr  (an  event  I  am  sure  Mr.  Wialpole]  has 
acquamted  you  with)  was  seriously  in  love  with  her, 
and  wished  to  marry  her.    At  first  It  was  a  mere  joke, 
but  she  carried  messages,  and  made  messages,  said 
things  for  him  that  1  am  convinced  he  never  thought  of. 
In  short,  as  I  found  that  the  poor  thing  really  grew 
quite  unhappy,  and  that  I  knew  the  other  laughed  at 
her,  into  the  bargain,  behind  her  back,  I  talked  to  her 
sinously,  and  told  her  that  she  was  trusting  one  net 
to  be  trusted,  and  said,  on  the  subject,  as  1  often  and 
often  had  on  every  other,  where  her  welfare  and  future 
happyness  was  concerned,  all  I  could  say.    When  she 
died,  my  mother,  finding  herself  unable,  gave  me  her 
letters  and  papers,  which  were  many,  for  she  always 
was  scribbling,  to  look  over,  pr"serve  or  destroy,  as  I 
thought  fit.    Among  them  I  found  a  letter  of  my  own 
to  her,  telling  her,  in  pretty  strong  terms,  that  she  had 
not  kept  her  word  with  me  about  the  fiend  (which   I 
had  found  to  be  the  case)  but  had  again  given  way  to 
her  foolish  confidences,  and  then   I   represented   the 
character  t.f  the  fiend,  not,  perhaps,  harshly,  but  truly, 
and  in  a  way  certainly,  if  known,  not  to  be  forgiven  by 
her.    When  Jerningham   mentioned   the  story  I  told 
you,  It  came  strongly  into  my  head  that  she  had  had 
the  weakness  to  repeat  to  the  fiend  what  I  had  said 
and  to  show  her  this  letter,  and  that  the  fiend  had  been 
struck  with  this  method  of  revenge.     Poor  Car.»  might 
most  certainly  say  something  with  perfect  innocence 
of  intention,  that  the  other  might  think  furnished  her 
diabolical  genius  with  food.    Among  the  letters  there 
were  also  some  of  the  fiends,  and  1   confess  that  I 
should  have  liked  to  have  cast  my  eye  over  them.    They 

Ih  ■'    "^'  *"  ""  "°°'  '*'*  *""'  ""''""  *'  '"""  "°"''  POPO'"  '" 
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probably  would  have  furniihed  me  with  iom«  proof 
of  her  falshood  and  art,  but  a  certain  thing  called 
HoHtHr  made  me  >cal  them  up  immediately,  and  thui 
seal'd  I  sent  them  to  her,  as  I  did  to  all  those  whose 
letters  I  found  among  her  papers.  You  say,  and  trirly, 
that  she  has  been  suffered  too  long,  but  for  myself  I 
really  have  known  her  from  an  infant.  She  was  nrt 
always  what  she  nnv  is  :  her  bad  qualitiiis  have  increasec, 
and  the  growth,  indeed,  is  prodigious.  Say  but  the 
word  and  she  never  shall  come  within  ray  doors.  I 
shall,  in  this,  but  indulge  my  own  inclination.  1  fear 
what  no  being  can  say  with  truth,  and  against  faUhood 
I  know  not  how  to  guard.  1  believe  that  there  it  not 
a  creature  so  generally  despised  and  disliked,  and  in 
particular  I  know  two  who  talk  of  her  with  absolute 
horror — the  one  a  young  and  griat  pirtanagt  who 
absolutely  affronts  her  whenever  she  comes  near  him, 
and  the  other  (more  polite  and  profit)  has  forbid  her 
his  house  and  has  told  me,  tho'  never  the  precise 
cause,  that  if  he  found  himself  alone  with  her,  he  should 
run  out  of  the  room ;  that  it  was  not  safe  to  be  with 
her  ;  that  she  would  report  something  he  never  said. 
As  I  never  heard  before  of  her  abusing  me,  I  so  far 
gave  her  credit :  that  crtdit  is  gone.     Q»id  lutatur  ? 

To  change  the  odious  subject,  I  think.  Yet  one 
thing  more.  Jerningham  tells  me  that  lately  she  some- 
how or  other  has  got  acquainted  with  this  Mr.  Combe 
— an  odd  circumstance,  but  I  should  think  of  no  con- 
sequence. She  is  too  well  known.  Of  the  newspapers, 
rest  assured  I  think  as  you  do.  Not  long  since,  there 
appeared  some  foolish,  tho'  to  me  they  seemed  only 
foolish,  paragraphs  in  the  World,  where,  however  ab- 
surdly, I  always  used  'o  be  praised.  Jerningham  knows 
Topham,'  and  I  desired  him  to  say  that  I  was  much 

•  Howard  Toph«m  (1751-18JO),  miicelUneoui  writer,  (bunded  •  daily 
paper  called  the  World,  the  fint  number  of  which  appeared  on  January  I, 
1787.    It  irade  a  feature  of  gosiip,  and  soon  acquired  an  unennable  reputation. 
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Kiirpriied  he  suffered  luch  ituff  in  hit  paper.  He  waa 
extremely  civi!  anr!  >aid  that  it  had  been  quite  withot  t 
his  knowledfie,  when  he  was  out  of  town,  and  that  he 
should  give  proper  orders  in  future.  B'lt  there  is,  in 
rM  this,  a  persecution  that  too  often  quite  sinks  my 
spirits.  Think  of  their  puting  into  another  of  the  news- 
papers that  1  was  modelling  Lady  Cadogan's  arm  ! '  I 
will  for  the  present  leave  this  subject.  Good  niftht, 
good  night.    To-morrow  I  hope  to  hear  o/you. 

I  was  this  morning,  for  an  hojr,  at  the  fint-eaal 
gentleman's  Huuse,  to  see  a  match  of  Archery,  and  I 
migk:  have  supped  there  the  night  before.  I  believe 
he  is  taking  your  advice,  for  I  find  that  it  is  dinners, 
suppers,  and  I  know  not  what  constantly  going  on 
there.  To-day  a  dinner,  of  everything  that  is  in  town, 
at  the  mattrfnmilias,  which  I  declined,  and  have  passed 
my  evening  alone,  more  to  my  satisfaction,  ideally  with 
you,  than  really  with  others.  I  must  still  add  what  I 
know  interests  your  kindness  for  me.  i  saw  Jerningham 
and  told  him  that,  on  consideration,  I  returned  to  my 
first  opinion  about  Mr.  Combe,  that,  if  he  did  reprint 
his  works,  the  apology  properly  and  moderately  worded, 
without  foolish  compliments  (and  I  then  repeated  your 
words — I  mean  their  sense)  would  be  what  I  should 
wish,  and  could  do  no  harm.  He  s?id  that  he  certainly 
should  tell  him,  as  his  opinion,  and  that  it  was,  he 
knew,  Mr.  Combe's  wish. 

Saturday  evening.— 'i\y  magnifying  powers,  however 
suppressed  by  the  perfect  confidence  I  have  in  every 
thing  you  say,  I  could  but  feel  most  anxious  and  uneasy, 
as  you  must  be  and  are  sensible  yourself,  and  the  altered 
hand  of  your  last  lines  did  not  escape  me,  which  you 
will  find  by  my  letter.  Mr.  W[alpole]  sent  me  your 
account  by  Tuesday's  post,  and  expressed  much   un- 

'  Maif,  diughlet  of  Chulcs  Churchill,  the  Kcond  wife  of  Chirlet  Sloue 
Cidog»n,  third  Baron  Cldogin  (1728-1807),  created  EmI  Cadogul  in  l8ao, 
from  whom  she  wu  divorced  In  1796. 
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cMinei.  He  even  dngnfdXo  b«g  that  I  would  let  him 
know  when  I  heard  aK><n.  Thi.  you  will  believe  I 
■hould  have  done.  There  w,.  more  danger  of  «n 
*«^w  than  an  ominion.  I  stayed  in  town  to-day  in 
hopes  that  I  miKhl  hear  from  you,  and  I  have  not  b^n 
disappointed.  The  post,  too,  came  ju,t  in  time  for  me 
o  write  to  Mr.  W[alpole]  without  an  txpr,u.  A  f«v 
lines  from  you  would  have  satisfied  my  anxiety,  and  I 
Wrf  If  I  «.Ar  regret,  this  time,  that  you  sent  me  a 

that  the  extreme  delicacy  of  your  health  ever  leaves  my 
mind  at  ease,  but  with  the  most  perfect  truth,  I  can 
assure  you,  tho'  I  might  not  trouble  you  with  my 
anxieties,  that  in  this  absence  they  would  have  been 
to  me,  intolerable,  were  it  not  for  the  dependence  I  have 
on  your  word.  As  for  your  return,  I  will  ..ot.  can  not 
say  how  much,  for  your  sake,  I  dread  it.  I  know,  and 
see  all  the  objections. 

,  ■??'"*':?  wwwiv.— I  am  going,  and  shall  leave  this 
for  TuesdayVi  Post.  My  leg  is  better,  tho'  not  quite 
well.  I  am  hurt  at  your  changing  a  diet  that  you  pre- 
fer,  and  from  which  you  hoped  benefit,  merely  in  com- 
pliance to  others.  1  fear,  much  I  fear,  that  you  think 
all  diets  equal  as  to  your  health.  Alas  I  alas!  if  you 
was  well  pnd  happy,  as  you  deserve,  however  I  misht 
regret,  I  should  not,  as  I  do,  feel  the  cruelty  of  mv 
situation.    Farewell,  and  God  bless  you  1 


Tit  Hon.  Mrs.  Damtr  to  Maty  Btrry 

FlLFRAH,  Mmi^,  AofHll  15, 179,. 

I  ./I!*'"'"?' J  ^^^  ""  »«i"»<:'ion  of  receiving  your 
letter  here  of  the  3ofh  [July].  No,  no,  I  do  not "  mistake  " 
you.  1  am  flattered  and  pleased  that  I  can  "divert 
and  make  you  laugh,"  and  what  you  say  more  of  my 
'  Add.  MSS.  377»7,  f.  17. 
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jetton  i.  Hill  nearer  my  heart.    You  know  not  how  the 
We.  o<  ever  having  given  you  pain  aflfect*  me,  nor  h..w 
often  that  idea  recur*  to  my  mind.    Your  next  leltert 
wtll  expreii   lerioua    uneaaineu   on    Mr.   WralpoleVa 
account,  which  I  grieve  to  thinlc.  tho'  I  trust  your  mind 
ianowateaMonthatiubject.    Dear  man  I    You  under- 
iUnd  him  wonderfully.    Considering  you  cannot  mw 
him  when  you  arc  away,  I  lulfyomr  tigkl  as  much  as 
I  can,  and  say  everything  to  you  of  him  without  scruple, 
ccf.aiii  that,  as  it  appears  to  me,  so  it  will  appear  to 
you,  and  that  all  \\\% /tars,  fusiit,  and  " JiUia"  will  only 
make  you  love  him  the  more.    I  perfectly  agree  with 
you  about  something  to  do,  and,  for  him  particularly, 
he  has  not  enough  ;  but  it  is  diflicull  to  undertake 
busine«i  that  is  not  agreeable.    It  must  pall  upon  one 
His  ward  is  quite  mad,  and    determined    to   go    to 
Strawb[erry  Hill]  h,  waur,  no  other  way;  but  out  of 
extreme  good  nature  he  will  not  content  to  her  beinc 
conBned,  which  is  really  a  weakness,  for  she  will,  ten  to 
one,  do  tome  mischief,  and  then  he  will  be  miserable.    I 
have  heard  more  of  this  from  my  sister,  and  intend  to  tell 
him,  tho  I  do  not  bilieve  that  he  will  mind  what  I  tay 

I  detire  that  you  wUl  "ucptct"  me  to  antwer,  when 
e  w  you  put  a  question  stop,  be  the  subject  what  it  may. 
The  high  opinion  I  have  endeavoured  to  exprets  nf 
your  character  is  not  of  mere  words.  I  think  all  that 
most  nearly  concerns  my  honour  as  safe  in  your  breast 
as  m  my  own,  and  how  many,  many,  requisites  do  I 
not  end  necessary  to  inspire  in  me  such  a  confidence  I 
Your  "jmt  "  is  very  just,  but  then  some  distress  or 
danger  must  awaken  and  call  forth  that  stock  of  <•  re- 
gard-  to  make  hir  put  herself  out  of  her  way,  and 
that  IS  a  comical  way,  impossible  tr  .  fine  in  few 
words.  At  other  times,  the  whole  of  her  care,  attention, 
and  occupation  is  conBned  to  her  husband.  AlmoU 
for  certain  it  is  that  there  is  always  a  quidam  who 
interests  and  occupies.     1   am  convinced  m  tout  bun 
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#/  «M(/  4m«/«>  and  I  wuuld  lo  /«»,  If  I  Ihoui^hl  other 
Witt,  My  lo  M  freely.  Hul  khe  it  void  of  art,  or  I,  in 
thii  caM,  oi  penelfRtinn;  itnd  there  it  an  iniiiKence 
and  opcnneM  in  he  n  anner  and  diipoiition,  a  wlf- 
Htiifaction  and  content,  with  luch  an  t$iiniffi4iMt  temper, 
that  can  not,  I  think,  he  mitla.'-en,  nr  dwell  in  the  name 
mind  with  vice.  For  vice  I  mu^t  call  it  vhere  the 
ume  mim,  with  the  object  only  varied,  continuet 
through  life,  forminn  a  tyitc m  of  deceit  and  falwhood 
that  a  good  and  pure  mind  could  not  long  support, 
A  Madame  I^  Comtesw,  with  her  aeparate  lociely, 
and  affarltmmti,  where  all  ii  underatood,  or  a  poor 
ignorant  Principeasa,  without  an  idea,  who  waihe* 
away  her  tins  with  a  little  holy  water,  or  poura  them 
intr  i.Se  ear  of  her  Confeuor,  ii  certainly  in  a  very 
difleri-nt  predicament. 

TkMTsday  mornimg.—\  have  been  writing  to  Mr. 
\y[alpolel  and  trying  .0  comfort  him.  If  my  security  for 
him,  about  Cliveden,  can  quitt  his  feari,  they  will  be 
quieted,  for  you  must  see  how  his  heart  is  Mt  upon  that, 
and  1  mistake  indeed  if  you  are  not  the  last  of  beings 
to  give  false  hopes.  Then  I  have  been  bathing,  and 
then  uiiing  my  solitary  walk  by  the  sea,  and  siting, 
like  King  Canute,  till  the  waves  washed  ray  feet,  but, 
thank  Heaven!  without  his  crown,  or  his  courtiers. 
'  ahu-Mt  say,  hie  viuirt  vtUtm,  and  grow  quite  fond 
of  this  place.  The  dr,y  \/as  so  6ni!,  »h>.  sun  so  bright 
and  the  sea  so  smootii,  i.nd  so  divini-ly  beautiful  that 
I  could  not  help  wisliirg  th  .  some  of  those  good 
spirits,  many  of  which,  1  trust,  hover  round  your  dulct 
citul,  would  gently  transpo.t  you,  ptr  afrtm,  to  me, 
for  one  half  hou  Yo\x  would  not  regret  that  time 
bestowed  on  m-;,  even  from  Florence.  I  know  not 
when  I  have  felt,  in  her'th,  so  well.  My  mind  and 
spirits  are  composed  ;  I  breath  and  think  in  liberty. 
This  is  but  the  sunshine  of  a  day,  but  what  other 
.luhines  can  we  expect  ? 
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I  am  lorry  lo  hear  no  more  »rf  Mrt.  Clholmi-leyl,  at 
lf»«,  of  her  health,  anvi  i(  Scarboco'  agreed  with  her ; 
^rry,  loo.  that  I  did  not  tpeak  to  her  ot  you  particu 
larly,  lince  you  wi^h  it ,  hut  you  know  thut  it  is,  at 
all  time*,  an  eftort  with  me  to  ipeak  of  my»elf,  or  of 
what  nearly  touchn  me.  It  i*  indee<l  «i,  and  even 
when  I  have  the  iitrongeit  inclinati>n»,  it  require!*  a 
degree  of  kindnent  and  intere»l  «eld<  m  lo  be  found,  or 
expected.  I  really  grieve  that  a  mind  like  her»  should 
•uffer  ;  but  Justice,  i.  it  exiiti  in  thii  W(,rld,  in  n»t  vi.ible 
lo  my  eyei. 

I  never  answered  you  about  Lady  D.  They  have 
jumbled  and  amKkromttJ,  as  they  often  do,  to  .lelp  ill- 
nature,  on  most  occasions.  She  once,  I  know,  did 
sufilc  ,  and  took  those  terrible  medeeines,  but  it  was 
some  years  passed.  Her  husband,  doubting  not  that 
it  was  owing  to  his  conduct,  and  the  vile  company  he 
kept,  used  to  carry  her  the  medecines,  and  being 
ashamed,  and  wishing  lo  screen  himself,  endangered  her 
life,  by  preventmg  her  from  having  proper  advice.  She 
is  ktiil  at  Bath,  and  sonewhat  belter.  1  had  a  letter  this 
very  day  from  L-idy  E.,  who  tells  me  that  my  /ritnd. 
Sir  William,  is  there,  «r,th  h  s  i,u,.  They  have  seen  her 
and,  of  course,  *ii.   ,«  br      ,(ents,  and,  par  fartnlhist 


I  do  really  believe  ihat  \\r 
not  sure  that  it  would  not 
often  swallows  up  little  ottt 
make  himself  completely 
There  is  now  also  there 
quam  dicam  "—a  vei  y  pre 
what  you  please.    I  am  j;Uv 
marrying   Mdme.  d'A[lbtny) 
that  I  knni)  itittr  than  to  ha  t 


in  France.    My  uncles  hav 
House,  and  I  made  my  Unc!>  V 


neans  to  marry  her.    I  am 

•e  better.    One  great  folly 

*i»d  he  do  s,  by  all  I  hear, 

■o'^iis  1.1  'iiK  prcwnt  state. 

oat,  and  i  L.idy  "scis 

itty,  you  will  -ay.     Say 

«at  you  approved  of  my 

A[lfie.-i].     Be  .assured 

rdirmed  that  ceremony 


'  Lord  Trederick  Cimpjcll,  tl.Ird  ion  ofjcn 
Locd  dak  lUgUtei  of  ScotUnd. 


"imcits  in    Holyrood 
'  w.  ii,   lo  h,  ve  them 

"  'bIJMkcw  AqjyU.  wit 
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offered  Imt.    Ptrh*p*  I  lolf*  you  lhi«,  for  I  tm  mi»hiy 
proiKj  of  the     uutht  md  think  il  .iircmtly  ton^mt 
that  the  >hould  he  lodged  in  het  own  Palace,  or  what, 
al  lea«l,  hy  a  khghi  Itirti  of  Porlun*'.  wheel,  niighl  have 
been  her*.    What  jrou  wy  of  Uc    Charlotle  pul«  me 
m  mind  fiho'  I  know  not  II  juitly)  of  Mla«  Boil,'  now 
Udy  H[cnry]  Ktli[gerald].    Would  to  Ood  I  that  half 
that  in«tr»iction,  which  ha«       en  laviahed  on  her,  and 
•wma  now    jumMinR,  jolting  and  fillrring  away,   in 
ridea.  drive*,  halU  anc.  a  round  of  idle,  empty  amuae- 
ment»,  had  been  be«towed  on  my  poor  cou>in,     I  think 
(he  would  have  (•     Kted  hy  it,  and  now,  in  a  "  w»rUfy  " 
way,  the  beat  thing  one  can  hope  lor  her  ii  tome  hurried 
marriage,  with  a  thoutand  chance*,  even  in  that,  againtt 
her.    Udy  Aug,  hy  what  Udy  Kredferick  Can.pbellJ  telle 
me,  it  itill  dawdling  after  her  t/oto,  and  hanging  on  hik 
arm  when  h\.<-  can  catch  hold  r    it.    But  he  it  tick  to 
death  of  her.    Sha  wa*,  I  belie      once  much  implicnted 
with  another— in  »hort,  if  the  ..ii*  not  a  tftidir,  the  hat 
a  te/t,  heart.     I  think  your  envoy  will  be  very  tittle  tatii- 
fied  with  your  /tn/,  f^Mf^t  ttlui  <U  famitH.     He  will 
either  write  you  a  fl»itur  letter,  or  receive  y      tl  Pari* 
with  a  diatant,  «tiff  bow,  perhaps  both.     \,     ■  at  all 
pretention*,  and  particularly  with  thote  who  have  Jt$ 
droili  are  not  apt  to  tnfiltr  even  <U  MUs  fknuii,  without 
•orne  eye  toward*  la  carU  du  ttndn.    Don't  forget  to 
tell  me. 

The  Marthiu  it  bett  away,  but  they  now  havt  laikM 
here,  and  they  will  not  uHtaJk,  tho'  they  will  go  to  the 
Marektsa's  concert*,  whenever  the  returns,  if  they  are 
but  wt/l  crmudtd.  I  never  thought  her  underatanding 
"  iup«rior "  :  her  talent*,  when  I  wa*  firtt  acquainted 
with  her,  semed  to  me  in  an  tgg  stah,  but  I  begin  to 
think  that  they  never  will  hatch.  Her  house  wa*  then 
pleasant.     If   I   found  any  body  there  in  the  evening 

'  The  ntiiK  U  uiull,  .ptii  Bojflt.    She  wu  Oarl  lie  Boyle  W.biiiih>ni 
only  cMM  tiid  hdm  of  Udy  de  Ro..  ind  m.riled  Uwd  Heiuy  In  1791. 
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i»  WM  4,1      tui,  or  1*0.  and  th*  UMd  hirMlf  con«l«nll* 

loc...  .|,k,  ror..gn«,  th.l  .mcf  HIM  h.,  houi.  | 
nwani  no  inor.._th,  figkfy  f„tM„  which  h.v.  I.I.I. 

din««  »Mh  h.r  .1  l^y  Mount  [-Kd^cunibe]'.  Zi  ~M«d 
on.  cvenmg  wl.h  her  her  h«u^%|..„,  !,„^he7tS 
who,  quter  »»  h«  »,  I  do  no)  quit.  .Iitlikc.     He  i„n,  ,t  i|^ 

oMhif  .g,.  The  /•*/  InokwJ  Ul  and  bloomin.  .nd  "• 
||p.r»,  r.cov,red.    Hi.  /*,,^,  «„„  ^.^  ^Z\\ 

!;  i  .■""  ""•  •••'»"••''  «o  find  lh.l  he  on  do 
K-W.II  without  me.     I   h«J  .!«,  ,rom  him  .T.„,r 

upon  Wimbledon  common,  and  that  h.  i.  mine   with 

5<./.>^«r  *.»»i./v.-l  havti  no  ev«rt  to  recount  but 
2LT  Je*:!'^'"''"'  'H'  ^''"'•J  »'  «C'chmon]d  and 

r^d  «lk^''"J°.  "L  '""""•  Afterward,  ie  drov, 
and  walked  about.  He  txamined  the  beach,  and  in 
imagination  r«:tifi«l  e^ery  pile  driven  Into  tUS  m2 
to  avert  it.  force,  and  every  drain  on  the  land;  knew 
the  name  of  every  hill,  marked  out  to  me  the  «md.  and 
hrfden  rock,  of  thi.  inho.pitabl.  .hore,  for  ,uch  it 
«.  No  «hip  of  any  siie  can  venture  even  within  .isht 
but  t^e.  It,  dLtant  courw  beyond  a  Boating  ligHhouw 
which  we  could  just  diKover.  "grinouw 

Yeaterday  evening  .till  a  day  «,oner  I  had  the  .ati.fac. 
lion  of  receiving  your  letter  of  6th  Augu.t.  It  i,  ju«  a.  I 
gucMed,  full  of  anxiety  on  dear  Mr.  Wfalpole]',  acwunt, 

^::^'^^  ^r  -  •"•  '^'"  "  '""'"-<'•'  "'•'-  •''»^-- 
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and  how  I  gee  your  heart  traced  in  every  line  1  Never 
talk  of  anxiety  of  mine  that  you  can  "augment";  on 
the  contrary,  there  is  a  latisfaction  beyond  all  others  in 
having  thus  constantly  every  idea  met,  and  every  senti- 
ment partaken.  If  1  mistake  not,  your  uneasiness  will 
have  been  much  lessened  by  the  Saturday's  post  you 
expected,  but  it  is  "maiunU  /«'/«"  when  one  is  absent,  I 
well  know. 

I  have  said  much  of  him  lately  in  my  letters,  and 
need  not,  altho'  you  may  always  like  to  hear  it,  repeat 
that  I  was  quite  satisfied  with  his  looks  when  last  I  saw 
him;  and  tho'  his  letters  express  so  much  fear  about 
your  health,  and  anxiety  lest  anything  should  delay 
your  return,  I  can  plainly  see  that  it  is  not  written  in 
low  spirits ;  and  I,  in  all  these  things,  I  never  can  de- 
ceive myself  and  never  will  deceive  you.  I  susptcUd 
that  you  would  not  quite  approve  of  my  "stupid  quiet" 
bathing  place,  that  is  being  alone ;  which  of  the  two 
evils  you  mention,  you  will,  however,  think  the  lesser. 
I  will  not  promise  you  to  stay  long,  even  tho'  Neptune 
should  set  out  all  his  charms  and  magnificence.  I  will 
get  my  "  ailutiens  "  now  as  fast  as  I  can,  and  shall,  in  the 
interim,  probably,  go  to  Goodwood  for  a  few  days. 
My  intentions  are  to  see  Mr.  W[alpole]  again  by  the 
end  of  next  month  at  latest,  and  to  make  him  settle  a 
time  for  coming  to  P[ark]  Place.  Do  not  think,  that 
in  this  extreme  care  of  myself,  I  am  unmindful  of  him ; 
could  that  be,  I  should  still  have  your  injunctions  to  get 
over,  and  sad  reproaches  for  neglect  of  my  charge,  in- 
superable barriers  to  me,  rest  assured. 

1  think  I  should,  naturally,  go  to  town  about  the  end 
of  October;  but  I  meant,  and  therefore  may  as  well 
say  it  now,  to  entreat  you  by  that  friendship  you  have 
shown  me,  without  the  smallest  scruple  to  tell  me  if 
(which  I  think  extremely  probable)  you  would  not 
prefer  ray  not  being  in  town,  on  your  first  arrival. 
Nothing  so  easy,  it  will  only  be  prolonging  a  visit  at  P[ark] 
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PI«ce,  and  in  making  one  at  that  time,  which  I  intend 
making  at  some  time,  at  B[rocket]  Hall.>  For  my  part 
the  joy  of  seeing  you  again  is  what  I  scarcely  can  think 
of,  but  that  would  more  than  lose  all  its  charms,  either, 
If  not  m  some  measure  partaken  by  you,  or  if  accom- 
panied with  more  than,  alas!  unavoidable  "circum- 
stances,"  circumstances  I  trust,  were  yon  inclined  to 
forget  that  I  should  not  want  the  generosity  to  brine 
to  your  memory.  * 

I  have  more  to  say  to  you,  a  y»«/M»,  asked  in  your 
letter  to  answer ;  but  this  letter  is  tolerably  thick,  and 
I  choose  rather  to  send  it  to-day  that  it  may  be  sure 
of  being  in  time  for  Tuesday's  post.  Madame  d'Albany 
went  no  farther  than  Birmingham  on  her  way  to  Scot- 
land, and  IS  now  gone  suddenly  away.  I  yesterday 
received  this  news  from  herself,  in  a  very  kind  letter 
She  desires  me  to  direct  to  her  at  Brussels.  I  do  not 
believe  this  regards  French  politics  further  than  her 
pension  may  be  concerned,  for  she  is  one  of  the  very 
few  reasonable  on  this  subject.  If  it  lasts  so  long,  you 
will  be  surprised  at  the  violence  here,  and  the  absi^dity 
I  have  a  notion  that  the  letter  from  Lisbon  was  from 
a  Miss  Catwell,  a  good  humoured,  bouncing,  flouncing, 
tall  girl,  who  used,  I  think,  to  mention  Mrs.  Leege'  and 
the  beauties  of  poetry. 

Farewell  and  God  bless  you.* 


Tie  Hon.  Mrs.  Darner  to  Mary  Berry 

Felpham,  nuriday,  Augusl  2$,  1791. 

These  last  two  days  have  been  blowing  and  violent 
an  absolute  storm,  and   I  have  scarcely  been  out.    I 

'  Brocket  H.11,  Hertfordihire,  the  xtt  of  Lord  Melbourne. 

She  Md  her  husband  hmd  ipent  the  summer  at  Florence. 
•  Add.  MSS.  37717, 1. 19. 
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have  bern  writing  a  thouiand  letters,  and  my  head  is 
quite  fatigued.  I  must  repose  myself  with  you,  for 
there  the  effort  is  in  net  writing.  Occasional  letters, 
be  they  to  whom  they  may,  when  one  writes  because 
it  is  time,  and  not  because  one  has  something  to  say, 
must  be  a  positive  task.  Everybody  feels  it,  and  yet 
they  will  continue ;  but  one  must,  I  believe,  try  in  most 
things  not  too  far  to  leave  the  ranks,  whatever  the 
service. 

I  have  been  writing  to  Lisbon.  What  you  said 
roused  my  gratitude.  The  letter,  I  find,  was  to  Mr. 
Ugge,  not  M's.  I  had,  before,  recollected  that  a  Mr. 
Burn,  or  Mrs.  Hake,  who  live  much  at  the  Minister's, 
were,  for  every  reason,  more  likely  to  have  mentioned 
me,  than  the  Miss  C[atwell]  I  told  you  of,  but  she  pre- 
sented herself  to  my  imagination,— and  in  one  sense  it 
may  be  any  of  them.  .  .  . 

Bathing,  I  think,  agrees  with  me,  but  it  does  not 
make  me  "strong  and  mighty."  I  feel  so,  neither  in 
body  nor  mind;  solitary  walks  by  the  sea,  tho'  a 
high  indulgence,  if  too  long  continued,  lead  to  serious 
and  sad  reflections  and  shew  the  trifling  purposes  of 
this  world,  and  its  real  but  unattainable  blessings  in 
too  true  a  light. 

To-morrow  I  will  go  to  Goodwood  for  some  days, 
and  then  return  here,  for  not  long.  I  wish  to  be  with 
Mr.  [Walpole],  or  within  his  reach,  when  you  begin  your 
journey,  for  I  am  the  only  one  to  whom  he  can,  or  will, 
tell  his  anxieties,  and  numberless  they  will  be.  The 
French  continue  "feeding  him  "  as  Jerningham  calls  it, 
and  with  all  sorts  of  atrocious  and  unwholesome  food. 
I  hear  of  him,  now,  however,  in  town  and  in  good 
spirits,  also  my  parents,  who,  1  believe,  intend  coming  to 
Goodwood  next  month. 

You  are  most  kind  in  what  you  say  about  th- 
"  mother."  I  do  see  her  constantly  when  she  is  in  town  j 
a  day  scarcely  ever  passes  but  I  see  her  at  some  time  or 


THE    BERRYS   ABROAD 


69 


other.    Often  she  comes  to  me  because  it  suits  \u  both 
better,  not  from  neglect  on  my  part ;  but  then  I  see  her 
for  a  moment,  a  hurried  quarter  of  an  hour,  which 
makes  it  seem  not  worth  mentioning,  and  I  thought  you 
knew  the  style,  but  how  should  you  ?    Her  coming  is 
never  to  be  depended  on,  but  as  it  happens  at  moments 
of  interval  from  pleasure  or  amusement,  and  they  are 
not,  believe  me,  long.    The  very  morning  I  came  away 
her  maid  came  mincing  across  the  garden,  just  as  I  was 
starting  out,  to  tell  me  that  she  was  awake  and  wished 
to  see  me  i  and  there  I  found  her  and  her  husband  and 
two  beautiful  children  playing  on  the  bed.    Constantly 
I  write  and  hear  from  her,  tho'  not,  indeed,  long  letters ; 
that  would  be  to  me  impossible,  in  short,  the  intimacy, 
tho'  not  the  friendship,  still  exists  to  me ;  the  difference  is 
infinite,  total ;  on  her  side,  if  1  mistake  not,  almost  com- 
paratively trifling.     All  real  comfort  there  was  taken 
from  me  for  ever  at  one  instant,  nov/  six  years  ago ;  yet 
so  sacred  is  the  name  of  friendship  and  true  affection, 
with  me,  so  hard  to  conquer,  that  I  could  not  totally 
give  up  one  I  had  so  long  respected  and  esteemed,  some 
of  whose  errors  I  had  seen  and  lamented,  but  doubted 
not  a  reveilUi  and  I  am  still  at  a  loss  to  comprehend 
how  such  a  character  should  lose  itself  without  resource. 
If,  indeed,  I  ever  do  see  any  of  these  fortunate  days,  and 
that  I  have  power,  1  will   explain  all  this  to  you,  tho' 
scenes  unfit  for  a  mind  like  yours;  but  I  should  have  a 
particular  satisfaction  in  hearing  your  opinion.     In  the 
meantime  do  not  think  that  my  "  magnifying  powers " 
created  a  phantom  such  as  I  would  have  a  friend,  and 
because  it  was  not  realised  destroyed  it  myself,  indeed, 
indeed,  this  was  not  so.     I  always  knew  there  was  not 
everything  I  wished,  but  then  thought  that  impossible, 
and  the  pains  that  were  taken  to  deceive  me  on  one  sub- 
ject were  such  as  could  not,  nay,  I  may  almost  say  ought 
not,  to  fail,  and  would  have  probably  continued  to  suc- 
ceed, had  it  not  been  for  an  unforeseen  circumstance. 
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Can  you  make  anything  oi  these  dark  confused  lines? 
I  think  not,  but  they  shall  go. 

Do  not  doubt  my  passion  for  stories ;  where  I  am 
interested  no  princess  of  romance  ever  loved  them  more, 
but  then  I  often  wish  my  confidante  to  speak  for  me, 
because,  ten  to  one  she  woulii  do  it  better.  To  be  most 
serious,  I  told  you  one,  alas  I  too  true,  which  cost  me 
more  than  any  can  guess,  and  the  reflection,  at  times, 
almost  gets  the  better  of  me.  All  that  good-nature,  pity, 
and  generosity  could  dictate,  I  was  sure  of  from  you ; 
but  whatever  your  indulgence,  1  did,  and  must,  changi 
your  opinion  of  me,  and  that  in  the  last  moments  1  saw 
you,  and  I  felt  that  time  and  future  marks  of  kindness 
and  confidence  alone  would  thoroughly  convince  me 
that  with  such  errors  you  could  still  love  me.  I  need 
not  therefore,  say  if  I  have  had  even  additional  satis- 
faction in  the  kindness  of  your  letters,  nor  how  deeply 
I  have  felt  the  assurances  of  your  unaltered  affection 
and  regard. 

Goodwood,  Sahirdaf  Jlfamtni. 
On  reading  this  over,  I  hesitate  if  I  should  send  it, 
1  dread  so  much  giving  you  a  /aist,  not  a  inu,  opinion 
of  me ;  for  there  1  wish  to  meet  my  fate,  certain  that 
iromyou  it  will  be  just.  As  to  that  I  last  said,  you  are 
aware,  my  dearest  friend,  that  1  make  a  wide  distinction 
between  those  whom  you  look  on  as  acquaintance,  ant! 
those  whom  you  deign  to  distinguish.  With  the  first 
your  knowledge  of  the  world  and  your  own  superior 
sense  will  make  you  most  indulgent,  while  the  latter  will 
meet,  if  not  in  the  same  degree,  yet  with  the  same  sort 
of  severity  as  that  with  which  you  would  judge  yourself. 
Am  1  not  right  ?  Forgive  what  I  have  said,  perhaps  a 
useless  repetition,  yet  of  what  I  think,  you  say  you 
would  have  me  write,  and  in  all  I  have  said  I  meant  but 
to  express  my  gratitude  to  you.  Think  of  it  no  other- 
wise. 
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W«  have  here  only  Madame  de  Cambis,>  who  I  think 
must  tnnmyir  herself  «a  ftu  while  the  rest  o(  the 
company  make  out  the  day,  as  to  that,  in  their  different 
ways  perfectly  well.  It  is  the  easiest  of  all  houses  and 
every  one  may  do  what  thing  they  please.  There  is, 
also,  something  constantly  going  on,  where  one  may 
pick  up  some  scraps  of  knowledge  or  information.  At 
present  it  is  chemistry.  He'  has  a  regular  laboratory, 
where  one  of  his  secretaries  presides,  who  is  a  lad 
uncommonly  well  informed  and  sensible.  He  has 
again  begun  a  course  of  lectures  for  me,  at  which  all 
those  who  chuse  it  attend.  Madame  de  C[ambis]  came 
yesterday  evening.  I  need  not  describe  her.  I  am  sure 
she  was  the  only  one  of  us  all,  who  had  no  interest  in 
what  was  going  on,  suffice  it  to  say.  Then  the  Duke 
has  a  very  good  band  belonging  to  his  .egiment  of 
militia,  and  regularly  in  the  next  room  to  where  we  sit. 
They  play  every  evening.  All  this,  you  will  say  might 
satisfy  Madame  de  C[ambis]  std  turn  "  Hoc  tral  in  votis  I " 
She  has  an  unsurmountable  crossness.  So  much  acid  is 
diffused  in  her  composition  that  it  eternally  starts  forth 
and  often  when  one  least  exp;;cts  it — such  a  comical 
contrast  with  the  placidity  of  a  character  I  was  trying 
to  give  you  an  idea  of  in  my  last,  that  it  is  diverting  to 
see.  Am  rtste,  there  is  always  something  lUcousu  in  this 
house,  whi':h  does  not  disturb  me,  but  does  most 
others.' 

I  left  a  corner  that  if  I  had  a  letter  to-day  I  might 


*  Madame  d«  Cambis,  a  niece  of  the  Marquise  de  Boufflert,  fled  to 
England  at  the  outbreak  of  the  French  KeTOlulion,  and  lived  at  Richmond 
notil  her  death  in  January  1809.  She  was  at  one  time  a  nun  in  the  convent  of 
Sl  Cjt,  and  wai  described  at  the  age  of  forty,  by  George  Selwyn,  aa  being 
"  as  beantilnl  as  a  Madoniia." 

■  The  host  of  Goodwood,  the  Duke  of  Richmond. 

*  Add.  HSS.  37717,  f.  M. 
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t«ll  you.  I  need  not  (ay  that  1  do  not  nptti  to  hear 
trom  you  every  time  I  think  of  hearing  from  you  :  that 
would  be  often  indeed. 

Farewell,  and  heaven  bleu  you. 

The  Berryi,  who  had  now  been  abient  from  Ens- 
land  for  nearly  a  year,  decided  to  return,  and   Mary 
informed  Horace  Walpole  that  their  route  from  Florence 
would  be  by  way  of  Bologna,  Padua,  Verona,  Trent, 
Innipruck,  Augiburg,   Ulm,  Schaffhauien,  Baile,  and 
Parit.    Walpole  was  horriBed  that  they  thould  think 
of  travelling  acrou  France  in  the  unsettled  itate  of 
♦hat  country,  and  wrote  imploring  them  not  to  do  »o. 
"  Mr.  Berry  does  not  ai  a  father  meditate  your  happinew 
more  than  I  do,  nor  has  purer  affection  for  you  both ; 
no,  though  a  rruch  younger  man,  has  he  less  of  that 
weakness  that  often   exposes  old  men."    He   sent   a 
letter,  dated  September   i8  to  Mary  to  meet  her  at 
Basle.     "I  am  vain  of  my  atUchment  to  two  such 
understandings  and  hearts ;  the  cruel  injustice  of  fortune 
makes  me  proud  of  trying  to  smooth  one  of  her  least 
rugged  frowns ;   but  even  this  theme  I  must  drop,  as 
you  have   raised  a  still  more   cruel  fear!    You  talk 
uncertainly  of  your  route  thro'  France  or  its  borders, 
and  you  bid  me  not  be  alarmed  !    Oh  I  can  you  conjure' 
down  that  apprehension  !    I  have  scarce  a  grain  of 
belief  in  German  armies  marching  against  the  French, 
yet  what  can  I  advise  who  know  nothing  but  from  the 
loosest  reports  ?    Oh  I  I  shall  abhor  myself— yes,  abhor 
myself!— if  I  have  drawn  you  from  the  security  of 
Florence  to  the  smallest  risk,  or  even  inconvenience. 
My  dearest  friends,  return  thither,  stay  there,  stop  in 
Switzerland,  do  anything  but  hazard  yourselves.    I  be> 
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Mtch  you,  I  implore  you,  do  not  vcntura  thro'  France, 
fortho'  you  may  come  from  Italy,  and  have  no  connec- 
tion oJ  any  lort  on  the  whole  Continent,  you  may  meet 
with  indvilitiM  and  trouble,  which  even  pretty  women, 
that  are  no  politician*,  may  be  expoied  to  in  a  country 
10  unsettled  as  France  is  at  present.  U  there  is  truth 
in  my  soul,  it  is  that  I  would  give  up  all  my  hopes 
of  seeing  you  again,  rather  than  have  you  venture  on 
the  least  danger  of  any  sort.  When  a  storm  could 
terrify  me  out  of  my  senses  last  year,  do  you  think, 
dearest  souls,  that  I  can  have  any  peace  till  I  am  sure 
of  your  safety  f  and  to  risk  it  for  me  I  Oh  I  horrible ! 
I  cannot  bear  the  ideal'  The  Berrys,  who  had  left 
Florence  on  September  17,  did  not,  however,  even  in 
the  face  of  this  frantic  appeal,  alter  their  plans. 

Ti*  Him.  Mrs.  Damir  to  Mary  Btrry 
SiBAwaaaav  lUu.,  Friit,  Mmint.  Stftimttr  .3,  „„. 
I  have  always  a  particular  pleasure  in  writing  to 
you  when  I  can  tell  you  anything  certain  of  our  dear 
friend.  I  know  that  you  depend  on  the  exact  truth 
of  what  I  say,  and  feel  then  of  use  and  comfort  to 
you.  I  found  him,  yesterday  evening  when  1  arrived 
between  six  and  seven,  sitting,  making  his  tea,  dressed 
m  his  best  wig,  and  looking  well,  and  in  spirits,  and 
prepared  for  making  a  visit.  As  to  health,  he  only 
complamed  of  not  having  perfectly  recovered  the  use 
of  his  right  arm  since  his  last  attack,  but  said  it  had 
given  him  no  pain.  My  mother,  &c.,  returned  to  [Park] 
Place,  which  left  me  at  liberty,  and  as  1  felt  after  the 
time  I  had  promised  you,  and  myself  to  see  Mr. 
W[alpole],  I  determined  to  come  here  6rst  in  my  way  to 
tovm.  I  brought  Madame  de  Cam[bis],  whom  I  dropped 
at  Richmond,  and  Louisa,  whom  my  mother  sends  to 
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Khool.  I  could  only  let  Mr.  W[slpol«]  know  m 
inttntlon  on  the  very  d.  y  I  wa*  to  errive,  end  that 
not  certainly,  at  I  depended  on  other*.  The  tea 
ove-,  Louiia  went  into  her  room.  I  taw  that  he  wai 
all  impatience  and  bunting  with  'lOinething  he  wanted 
to  say  to  nte.  She  had  scarcely  shut  the  door  when 
hit  face  changed,  and  with  an  expreMion  of  much 
concern  he  told  me  that  you  was  to  come  through 
France.  On  my  trying  to  comfort  him,  and  saying 
what  I  really  Motv  in  a  great  measure  think,  he  quite 
hurt  roe  by  suddenly  checking  himseli  and  saying,  "  that 
one  hud  better  keep  one's  ideas  and  anxieties  to  one> 
self "  or  [words]  to  that  effect  I  am  sure  it  partaking 
them  gives  a  right  1  have  at  good  :i  right  as  himself. 
This,  you  will  guess  did  not  last,  bui  I  see  that  r*.tsfH 
will  not  do ;  it  is  the  very  thing  he  cannot  bear,  and 
were  I  to  persist,  he  would  only  bottle  up  all  anxieties 
and  grievances  and  render  thuir  qualities  ten  times 
more  pernicious  by  confinement.  I  mean,  therefore,  for 
these  six  weeks  to  come,  to  indulge  iiim  in  his  own 
way,  keeping,  however,  as  much  as  possible,  alarms 
from  him,  and  giving  where  I  can  the  most  probable 
turn  to  reports  to  quiet  his  mind. 

He  then  talked  of  you  in  the  most  touching  manner, 
fetched  your  last  letter,  and  told  me,  with  much  regret, 
what  he  had  said  to  you,  seemed  both  hurt  and  charmed 
at  you  having  a  society  you  prefer,  and  a  country  you 
like,  and  returning  for  him  alone.  He  had  not,  I  find, 
the  most  distant  notion  of,  your  passing  the  "am't"  and 
I  wish  you  had  not  told  him  so  soon  of  your  inttntioH, 
which  he  has  converted  into  a  artaiuty.  In  short,  an 
idea  must  never  be  started  with  him,  about  urtain 
persons,  for  wild  fire  is  not  quicker,  nor  more  ungovern- 
able. Not  that  I  in  the  least  wonder  at  you,  for  nothing 
is  so  uncomfortable  as  keeping  anything  from  those  we 
really  love  that  interests  them,  and,  as  1  once  said 
before,  you  can  not  stt  him  when  you  are  absent.    To- 
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day,  however,  hit  mind  Mcmed  much  more  compoeed, 
and  I  waa  much  MtitAeJ  wiih  ,.im.  The  newipaperi 
came  full  o(  all  that  could  conh.-m  the  ideal  I  have  'ried 
10  give  him  of  the  preient  tiate  of  thing*  ;  and  even  the 
vitlinli  here  are  (alien  into  de«piiir  and  dejection,  and 
no  longer  dream  and  talk  of  viiionary  armiet,  march- 
ings, ploti,  and  plunder*,  but  if.-em  to  give  up  all  for 

lOit. 

He  has  promised  to  write  to  you  by  Tuesday's  post, 
which  he  wemed  hoi  to  intend,  wanting  tc  prove  that 
low  he  had  no  direction,  just  as  we  love  to  fill  up  the 
measure  of  fxalts  in  what  we  dislilce,  and  this  mttt  it 
leltraify  odious  to  him,  but  I  begged  of  him  to  tell  you 
that  what  he  heard  had  made  hit  mind  more  c»lm,  at 
he  allowed  it  to  be  *o,  and  not  to  dlitrets  you  more 
than  rightly  by  the  idea  of  his  fears  and  disapprobation, 
since  both  were  relaxed.  I  really  think  that  ev.'irything 
will  contribute  to  quiet  this  " ptrturbtd spirit"  of  hi?,  but 
he  hat  such  star.i  I  I  wish  you  could  have  heard  him 
at  we  went  to  Cliveden,  the  joy,  comfort,  and  satisfaction 
with  which  he  talked  of  you,  as  giving  him  a  new 
existence,  and  an  interest  even  in  Strawb[erry  Hill]  iis 
keeping  -"nd  improvements,  because  you  would  see  them, 
that  he  never  otherwise  could  feel,  fnrtunaU  itnut,  non 
tfuidtm  invidto. 

Loinoii,  nudt),,  St^tmttr  >?. 
On  my  arrival  on  Saturday,  I  had  the  satisfaction  of 
finding  a  letter  fiom  you,  and  the  comfort  of  tracing 
the  kind  hand  of  friendship  in  your  solicitude  for  me. 
You  will  find  your  opin'on  just-fied  by  my  subsequent 
letters,  and  that  solitude  prolonged  too  long  struck  me 
nearly  in  the  tame  ligh;  as  you.  Its  charms  are  power- 
ful and  may  be  pernicious,  but  to  be  somttinus  alone  is 
lurely  not  an  "  excess."  What  can  I  do  when  depression 
of  spirits,  anxiety,  or  ill  health,  renders  me  unfit  at  times., 
for  society  ?    You  will  not  coldly  say,  do  not  be  de- 
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prMMd.  do  not  bt  mixIoui.  It  would  bt  to  om,  »%  if 
you  Mid,  do  not  be  ill.  Your  Mgm  .(.iMl  poor 
Ft  phMB  divwtt  iM,  and  your  tdM  of  a>j  tpoUlng  ih« 
tiltl*  wu  htad  for  w>nt  o^  mttmtmt.  At  lo  FtlpiMm, 
tbo  I  do  not  olfctrwiit  ftcl  to  r^ct  the  time  I  paiMd 
Ihwt,  I  utually  thorlencd  the  timt  on  your  rtrrtttnU- 
tions,  Md  would  moti  willinKJy  h»vt  givtn  it  totally  up 
Id  I  received  them  tooner.  If  you  do  not  like  the 
lie»d  when  you  tee  it,  I  can  alter  it  or  model  another 
and  the  arliil  "tAim  s^iritut  rtgil  artiu"  at  your  com- 
mandt.  I  will  not  now  attempt  antwerinR  the  firtt  part 
of  your  letter  more  fully,  I  feel  that  I  thould  not  do  it 
at  a  I  to  my  own  tatitfact' ^n,  but  at  tome  future  time  I 
thall  hope,  that  we  may  together,  treat  thete  tubiecU. 
Vtti  wi.l  not,  on  any,  lind  me  utty  obttinate. 

I  thit  inttant  receive  a  few  linet  from  Mr.  Wralpr'el. 
He  Milt  me  that  he  hat  ha.1  a  letter  of  the  5th  (I  left  him 
m  one  of  hit  utual/Mwi  about  the  post)  and  that  you  are 
to  meet  L,  B.  at  Anutta,  who,  he  hat  heard,  Ma  your 
titter,  and  of  a  tig  aUmtnt  of  the  pcmon  of  Madame  dc 
Merepout  \  thete  titnaUmtnts  or  detcriptive  paper  poett 
are  one  of  hit  Umrt.  I  ihall  tell  him  »h,i  |  tuppote 
he  imaginet  that  no  creature  can  detcribx'^  the  charmt 
of  hit  trriw,  and  that,  for  that  reaton,  they  will  be 
tiopped  by  the  next  rtvtmu  intpector,  at  counterieit 
and  con6ned  for  life.  No  wonder  he  dreadi  liberty 
if  it  givet  tuch  powen,  dear  man  I 

You  will  lee,  by  the  former  part  of  my  letter,  that, 
at  you  imagined,  he  felt  severely  and  regretted  what  he 
had  said  to  you  on  the  subject  of  your  delay.  "  Vn- 
*>y*f"  it  an  admirable  expreuion,  it  it  the  very  thing. 
I  believe  one  thould  not  write  "while  under  too  strong 
impretsions  of  anxiety,"  and  yet,  after  all,  by  some 
very,  very,  few,  one  like*  to  be  written  to. 

I  have  been  to  the  Play,  and  constantly  in  the 
evenmg  to  the  MatttfamHi4u  who  ttavt  at  home,  on 
account  of  the  am/lntm/nt  of  hei  /ho  really  U 
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at  thli  moment,  »  melancholy  tpccuclr,  uid  wttt,  I 
iaH:  !lf  r*^  •T'^!."'  •"  •**"••  ^y  •"«•  mind  r^  ih. 
•wn  Mn.  Buller,  who  mun*  to  go  to  Pirii  in  »  week 

thai  I  .hall  w„l„r,  to  l.ll  ihU  to  Mr.  WfalpoUl     ^m 

'  m*,  lof  tua 
Jo  d  yy 

»•  »uBm«i 

ahe  would 

<tnd    fMM« 

-*  if  I    ih  jll 

IvM-  hiVlSJg 

j»tf<iwhir»(  ry 
owe  to 

-t    M    A 


■aid,  henalf,  thai  the  had  not  had  the 
violenca  it  nottriMu,    I  have,  u  I  be' 
been  much  diiappclnted  at  her  n,    pa 
at  Twick(enharaJ.  which  the  intended 
have  talked  itiut  t<i  him  and  amuwd 
omnm  nftntl,  he  U/ht  her.    I  mucli  a 
set  him  to  town,  tho'  I  am  the  mora  cn:^, 
b«n  ttnick  with  the  cold  and  dritip        „ 
Hill]  on  my  arrival  from  Sutwx.    A«l»«  ^  to  . 
another  clin»t«.  hiii  aniwer  wat,  "I  *  ,^  1  cot 
they  do"  (the  otheu)  and  then,  <<w»  will  t»H 
another  lime." 

Afterwards,  with  mure  confidence  he  »*hi  ^,t  il 
depended  on/ulur,  atr<mHts,  for  that  „  jnx,  -«,  wef. 
more  unsupportable  to  him  in  Lof«hon,  «or  r  aU 
not  indulge  them  to  freely  at  at      rawb  m      -    Jll 

Pfark]  P[lace],  and  he  it  to  come  on  »  *  y  i 
am  to  carry  MaO-me  de  C[ambit].  The  I  n«  \j^ 
to  meet  ut.    I  mun  to  ttay  only  about  a  we«  »en 

dayt,  and  after  that,  not  to  be  much  out  oi  *«»„  | 
mutt  lettle  to  my  work  when  I  tan  work  »,v  get  my 
coloMut'over,or  it  will  never  be  finished.  \  luve,  I 
think,  given  you  my  wM,  history,  and  thit  I  reckon 
in  one  teute  my  latt  letter,  for  I  thould  not,  even  on 
any  tubject  that  is  interesting,  choose  to  wn'e  very 
particu  arly  to  Cann,  Calm.  I  am,  I  undertf  nd,  to 
dinxt  to  Perregaux.     V<U,  ,rgo  ,t  mtmor  ../<,  nostra. 

•  AlfiwL 

•Th.iutwo(Gtor<<III.    Sc««M,|i.45. 
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RMitmabw,  jrou  nmi  noi  viiu  Madwnc  Mwtui.  TtiM 
li,  M  jrou  dir«cted.  my  Mcond  Idler  lo  BmI«.  Paircwtll, 
•nd  unca  mora  IwawvU.' 


Th»  Htm.  Mn.  Dmmf  tt  Mmry  Kmy 

r|«li]  rwKi,  nm4v  Mmti^  tkntK  4.  i»i 

Our  friend  trrlvad  h«r*  m  jrou  will  havt  known,  on 
Sunday.    I  wa«  hall  lamptad  lo  avail  myaaK  of  hia  dirac- 
lion  to  Aui{«burg ;'  hut  I  had  no  lellcrt  begun,  what  waa 
moti  ewcntial  and  inlareallng  I  knew  he  would  loll  you, 
and  when  I  can  I  avoid  writing  on  Ihe  uinc  day,  beaidcit 
I   like  Krupuloualy    lo   obey  your    mandate*.     Your 
rtaaona  I  cannot  a/tvajn  know,  bul  i$*vtr  can  doubl. 
Thia  I  mean,  in  general,  but  Iho'  I  know  not  when  or 
where  to  tend  Ihia,  I  ahall  not  deny  myvll  the  Mtitfac- 
lion  of  thanking  you  for  your  kind  letter*  of  the  uth 
Scplember,    which    I    received    on    Sunday   by    Mr. 
Wialpole)**  letter.    You  are  actually  lel  out,  and  I  mu*t 
figure  you  at  expoted  to  the  fatigue*  and  "  uncomforia," 
at  leaal,  of  a  tediou*  Journey  at  a  late  leiton.    You 
know,  too,  if  I  feel  for  you,  and  ret,ret  for  y"u,  your 
quiet,  your  comfort,  the  divine  climate  you      tva  and 
the    perfection*   of   Art    lo    which  jum   art   tentible. 
There  ii  toraething,  to  me  moit  touching  -n  thai  tym- 
pathy  of  Utie  I  can  to  often  trace,  more  than  my 
vanity  it  gratified.    I  wat  not,  y>.u  will  tee,  obttinale 
about  my  ";f»M*c  "-named  place,  and  allow  your  quota- 
tion to  he  uncommonly  jutt,  yet  I  patted  many  quiet 
hour*  there,  and  (or  that  feel  grateful. 

Wtdiusdiyi  MamiHg.—  Mr.  Wfalpole]  wat  well  enough 
yesterday  for  me  to  drive  him  out  in  the  lillle  chaise, 
Iho'  to  tay  the  truth,  /  thought  the  day  too  damp 

■  Add.  MSS.  ]77>7.  '.  <4- 

•  Tbi  8<iryt  lUjftd  uoM  4ui%  M  Aiftbu^  lad  Mt  on  Octobn  il 
fbcUla. 
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« l^^T' '°  r:  *'  "*"'«''•  "•''^  "'•  H»wu 

hta  n«^hbourhood.  «m,  "  J^mhu,  vitni"  would  iurt 

»i»d[.in«J  d.  q.mbi.|  rw,ived  Mteri  (rom  htr 
l>coUwr.m.|4w  with  a  eircMmttantial  account  of  uniitd 
toroi.  being  iramedi.t.ly  to  b«  put  In  action,  and  or  the 

,IS**^  '"'."'r'*'*  '"*"»  ""  ^°'"««  "^'^K  •e«'»"y 

do^^n^  ;*'"'  ""•  •^'""'"'  "'  »»  '»">«'•  -'^>-y 
I«r.  ;  .t  "•*"*»'"«'  dream  ot  h,.  fear,  and 
h.™^!".  .•*"•""  "  '^•'"  •"  P'*^"'  "'»  •"««  »«ve 
^n  true  and  begged  .,  Mtadin,.]  de  q^b^  no 

L^  liL"  '•'••"•  She  perfectly  unde^Mood  me, 
and  WM  good-natured  about  it.    My  father  ,ttw  ««, 

^1.  !,*.u*  ''•^  P***^  "••  «*«"'"8  <">  S»turday  had 
Th*  ^"".."If  "**™-  '  »>"»•  therefore,  taken  the 
fi»5  T..  '•*""•  <"  *'•  wcount  i.  true)  he  may 

h^  '««««  ™«n«'oning  .change  of  route;  indeed,  the 
Horry  and  buttle  of  ,»r,  of  the  army  would  not  be 
fi!^"?,^  '*?  £""■  ■  »""  ""ink  it  likely  that  you  may 
come  thro'  France,  and  a*  far  as  I  can  iudae  wi.h  it 
Upon  the  whole,  little  time  p«.ed  .t  PaLTlLmu^- 
you  ;  .11  there  is  quiet 

^.^l"!^  ^°"  "T""  '"'"  ''"•*  "'»»  0'  'he  King's 
Kcept.  ion  nor  the  regulation,  made  by  the  National 
Aosembly  or  the  free  passage  of  travellers.  I  know 
wh«t  travelhng  m  Germany  is,  at  best  sandy  roads,  and 
cold  or  .uffo<ating  stoves;  and  now  the  extortions  of 
innkeepers,  and  want  of  horses  must  be  increased,  and 
»t  this  seuon   the  views  of  the  country  cannot,  by 
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mental  charms,  make  you  forget  corporeal  evils.  What- 
ever be  your  route,  I  shall  not  expect  often  to  hear  from 
you.  Certainly  1  know  what  writing  upon  a  journey  is, 
how  difficult,  even  when  alone,  to  find  time  for  above 
one  letter.  Indeed)  of  whatever  satisfaction  I  may  be 
deprived,  my  confidence  in  your  kindness  is  a  comfort 
not  it  the  power  of  fortune  now  to  deny  me.  I  thank 
you  for  what  you  so  kindly  say  about  seeing  me  at  your 
first  return ;  that  will  depend  on  circumstances,  I  mean 
on  our  friend.  I  would  indeed  most  willingly  sacrifice 
even  to  his  "Quips"  and  "  Quidilus"  but  I  should  not 
easily  think  any  wish  he  might  have  on  that  occasion 
came  under  that  denomination.  'Tis  ten  to  one  you 
may  be  your  own  messenger  to  him;  if  otherwise, 
depend  on  it,  I  shall  delay  my  own  satisfaction  unless 
artain  that  it  not  in  the  least  interferes  with  his.  I  well 
know  all  I  owe  him,  and  of  that  grow  every  day  more 
sensible.  'Tis  a  debt  I  would  it  always  paying  and 
never  have  paid.  You  will  have  seen  by  his  last  letter, 
that  he  not  at  all  wished  you  to  come  first  to  Cliveden, 
except  on  the  supposition  of  your  home  in  town  not 
being  vacant.  That  is  exactly  so,  I  am  persuaded,  and 
for  his  sake  you  had  far  better  make  him  come  to  town. 
I  quite  dread  the  cold  and  damp  of  Straw[berry  Hill] 
for  him,  and  should  he  be  confined  there,  which  Heaven 
forbid  and  which  I  see  at  present  no  reason  to  fear,  but 
still  the  gout  does  so  often  attack  him  with  more  or  less 
violence,  that  it  ought  to  come  into  the  calculation  of 
those  who  really  love  him,  should  he  be  ill,  it  would  fret 
him  to  death  to  keep  you  in  the  country ;  but  I  trust  this 
is  decided,  and  I  need  say  no  more.  You  will,  after 
your  return,  choose  a  day  for  Cliveden,  and  1  doubt  not, 
he  will  propose  an  early  one.  When  I  was  last  at 
Strawb[erry  Hill]  I  quite  seriously  begged  him  to  spare 
me,  but  he  continues  on  all  occasions  the  same 
melancholy  turn  of  ideas,  a  habit  in  which  he  seems  to 
delight  and   tacks  to  all   subjects.     I   trust    when   his 
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dearest  friends  return  that,  as  the  present  will  have  » 
many  charms,  the  future  will  be  left  in  favour 
froi"  n'f^  «'^'V— I  this  moment  receive  your  letter 
from  Bologna.  Few  person,  are  so  good  as  their 
words;  you  are  letter,  and  better  than  their  best  You 
judge  nghtly  as  to  the  details  of  your  acdden  wh^ch 
you  w  me  and  withhoU  from  Mr.   Wfalpdel     You 

wttm^'at'h'  T  "■:;•  ^°"  "'"  "«'-"^»  '»S 
*/!««  /*  '«!='"' "d  recount  your  adventures  :1- 
jorsan  tt  Hac  ohm  meminisse  mvabit : "  vet  I  am  r„,« 
certain  that  he  will  bear  the  „i„,  of  your  our«y  Z 
shpum,  since  it  brings  you  to  him  ^ 

you  irthrm„!!'f  '!"'  '  ^''  "^  °"""  ^^Presented  to 
you   n  the  most  lively  colours  (at  least,  of  my  palette) 

the  mn  '.''"'."""  "J'^"'"'"  =»»  th«  "ill  miUce  you 

the  more  cautjousin  what  you  write,  and  help  to  gC 
you  so,»e  Idea  of  his  anxieties.     I  long  now  to  be  wifh  hil 

itrl'eL'e^if  h°  r  ''''  '^y^^^^^A 
mm  hrst  tell  me  all  he  knows,  and  then  dwell  on  what 
ever  is  most  likely  to  quiet  his  mind.    I  am  qui"e  tad 

seems,  to  me,  a  necessity,  that  it  happened  so  as  to 

seeing,-nay,  I  believe  I  am  very  near  glad  you  were 
detained,   but    the   cold  journey,' and  horsesf  the  X/ 

a  rr  """"'  '"^^  '^'  '"  '^'  '""•  B"'  well  know 
all  the  arcu»,sfgu»,tia  of  a  carriage  breaking  Te^Z 
/u.ssen.-not  that  I  should  be  of  much  uu;  courage  Tf" 
have  It,  I  am  sure  j,<«  do  not  want;  patience  we 'will 

property  „p.i,ed,.  Bo..^  whioh  .h.Un„  L^  .h?:r."S.,''" 
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not  talk  of ;  but  I  have  a  certain  spirit  that,  on  such 
occasions,  rises  to  a  wonderful  degree.  It  is  no  merit, 
being  merely  a  useful  ingredient  in  my  composition, 
given  me  by  Nature,  but  it  makes  me  a  good  travelling 
companion,  as  far  as  it  goes. 

Sunday.— I  was  called  away  yesterday,  and  then  we 
passed  the  day  out.  M[adame]  de  C[ambis]  received 
from  the  same  persons  a  direct  contradiction  of  the 
news  I  mentioned  in  the  first  part  of  this  letter,  very 
pleasing  to  me.  If  you  should  go  by  Ostend,  write  to 
[ilUgibU]  for  a  Packet,  and  do  not  go  in  a  Dutch  vessel. 
Many  will  tell  you  they  are  as  safe,  which  is  no  such 
thing,  and  I  know  their  inconvenience.  Remember  that 
I  seriously  entreat  this. 

That  I  may  not  again  omit  what  I  have  to  say  of  the 
Marchesa,  which  I  did  in  my  last,  thinking  little  it 
would  in  any  way  affect  you,  I  must  tell  you  that  on  no 
account  must  you  come  to  England  with  her  in 
company.  Her  conduct  is  now  much  talked  of,  much 
and  justly  censured.  She  has  written  the  most  absurd 
letters  to  her  husband,  in  the  last  (Jer[ningham]  told 
me)  she  absolutely  refuses  to  return ;  she  says  "  if  he 
uses  the  authority  of  a  husband  he  will  drag  back  a 
corpse,"  if  he  withholds  his  remittances  u.i-.  will  try  to 
live  by  her  talent  (maigre  chin,  I  fear),  anu  if  that  fails, 
take  refuge  in  a  convent,  qui  lui  tends  Us  bras.  He  has, 
I  understand,  declared  that  1  -  will  not  withhold  his 
remittances.  By  what  you  say  I  suspect  she  is  gr'-wn 
frightened  at  her  own  situation,  and  means  now  to  return. 
All  this  is  indeed  strangely  "mysterious,"  and  there 
appears  a  duplicity  in  telling  you  that  her  husband  did 
not  send  her  "  the  means"  of  returning,  at  the  moment, 
almost,  when  she  was  protesting  these  fantastical 
absurdities.  I  have  no  great  opinion  of  the  "  principal 
coachmaker  "  at  B[oIogna].  I  hope  your  friends  "  the 
Legges,"  who  I  dare  say  are  notable  people,  will  superin- 
tend the  work,  and  that  you  will  cast  your  own  eyes  upon 
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i'hoI^To^;: '.*!?  "*'*""•  ^ ""^"i^ upon  occa.ion. 
I  hope  too  that  they  will  make  you  a  new  train  In h 
not  attempt  repairing  the  broken  L.    ,  mu^  "petted 

Perh^  "»"»»«  than  they  could  one  of  our  craJs 
Oiat  may  be  adapted  to  your  coach.    If  thi.  delay  should 

s  rs^. "  -°""'  "•  -^  -'""'.  buf  ftS^ 

vour' Jin^*  "°' '"'  '"!"«''"«'•  what  is  nearest  my  heart, 
up  there  n„?""""V  ''"""J  "°*  ^"»  ">»«  »"  "  «'«»-«d 
eottln  '-T  "1^''  *°"^  y""  »"'^«  «id  will  be  for- 
gotten.    T,s  a  subject,  heaven    knows!  on  which    I 

A  gsbuT  thTr  '  ""f  ^•"'""  ♦"  ""'^  "^i»  '° 
nugsDurg,    tho    It    can    only    ea    on    »h»    ..».    i 

London.     I  cannot,  till  I  am'  in  town,  kno  "  Je  tim"^ 

etter,  be  going,  but  I  trust  to  your  C»L!     Yo^r 

"Pen„ratio„  '  is  perfect.   "e«.i*.«Li^rTrcircum 

stance,  relative  to  the  n,aUr/[an.ilu.s]  you  cannot  taow 

even  had  you  been  in  "the  world.-    'Twas  a  most  Cr* 

expected  conJid«ue  made  me  by  a  person  c^^T   t 

coram.     Farewell,  and  God  bless  you."  sLTsend  ^Z 

to-day,  Sunday,  9th  October.  "''  ""* 


I, 


I 


The  Hon.  Mrs.  Damtr  to  Mary  Btrry 

Paw  Placi,  M«ui.,  /Wim,v,  OaOtr  18,  ,,9, 
I  have  not  half  thanked  you  for  vour  la<.f  irmH  u» 
wish  ,  could  convey  to  yo'u  an  iderof^h"  comtil^^- 
satisfaction  it  gives  me,  but  you  wilt  not  fr,l  m» 

'  Add.  MSS.  377»7,  f.  as. 
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circumttuices,  on  which  so  often  hangs  the  right  and 
wrong  of  this  world,  will,  I  think,  justify  my  conduct. 
If  I  did  not  follow,  in  this,  the  strict  laws  of  friendship 
and  honour,  I  have  erred  most  unknowingly.  Your 
"  penetration "  will  show  you,  from  what  I  have  said, 
and  from  what  I  now  say,  that  a  character  1  had  looked 
up  to,  and  admired  for  a  thousand,  thousand  valuable 
qualities,  was  in  one  instant,  sunk  below  reproach,  and 
the  comforts  and  satisfactions  friendship  alone  can  give, 
and  to  which  I  looked  forward  with  so  much  pleasure, 
as  but  increasing  with  time,  suddenly  destroyed, — ltd 
hoc  coram. 

I  need  not  say  that  I  long  to  hear  the  further  event 
of  your  accident.  I  am  not  so  much  rejoiced  at  your 
being  forced  to  see  and  "  resee  "  the  noble  pictures  at 
Bologna,  but  that  I  think  with  anxiety  of  a  delay  that 
may  occasion  forced  marclus  or  a  still  later  and  colder 
journey.  This,  I  am  sure,  except  in  mind  you  are  not 
fortTxcd  to  bear. 

I  perfectly  understand,  why,  even  without  what  you, 
by  this  time,  will  have  known  of  the  Marchesa,  you 
should  not  choose  to  let  her  come  to  England  with  you, 
for  reasons  unnecessary  to  enumerate ;  fcr  Heaven's 
sake  get  rid  of  her  as  soon  as  you  can.  If  she  pursues 
you  upon  the  road, — but  I  am  talking  as  if  this  had  a 
chance  of  catching  you  in  any  time.  I  really  never 
knew  anything  so  odd  or  so  mysterious  as  her  conduct. 
What  you  tell  me,  and  what  I  have  heard  here,  involves 
her  in  ten  thousand  cloud:  ;  without  a  miracle  she  can 
never  come  out  clear  enough  to  be  visible. 


LoNl}ON,  Thursday  Svening. 
I  stayed  at  Strawb[erry  Hill]  last  night,  and  to-day 
came  here.  Our  dear  friend  may,  I  think,  be  called  well 
so  far,  and  tokrabU  as  to  anxieties.  I  am  convinced  that 
he  has  much  less  tear  about  the  German  road  than  the 
other,  I  mean  in  proportion.    He  does  not  seem  to  be 


n! 
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alarmed  about  your  carriage,  and  .aspects  nothing.    I. 
01  coune,  encourage  thii  good  diipotilion.    In  a  letter 

llT^  ''""^  f"™  """'  '"*  '•"  Pf^l'J  P'»«.  he  Mid, 
indeed,  every  letter  that  te!ls  me  they  are  well  and 
nearer  and  «/,  so  far  will  lessen  my  stock  of  uneasiness 
and  until  that  is  expended  I  cannot  think  of  complete 
satisfaction. 

I  think  I  mentioned  his  expedition  to  Windsor  with 
my  father.    I  should  tell  you  he  assures  me  that  he  was 
not  the  worse  for  his  fatigue  the  next  day.    He  intends 
coming  to  town  for  a  day  or  two  next  week,  upon  some 
business,  but  will  not  hear  of  staying  till  you  are  coming, 
wish  I  could  persuade  him,  but  I  have  no  such  power. 
I,  too,  Mw  Windsor  in  my  way,  and  was  delighted.    It 
cannot  boast  such  pictures  as  you  have  been  admiring, 
but  the  chapel  IS  really  and  to  my  su^ri„  repaired  with 
rue  tas  e,  and  beautiful.     I  hope  you  admire  Gothic. 
I  think  I  need  not  ask  you.    Gothic  in  the  grand  style 
quite  turns  my  head  whenever  I  see  it.    The  chapel  I 
now  speak  of  in  point  of  size  appeared  to  me  very 
small,  but  in  simplicity  and  beauty  of  architecture  very 
great.    The  maler/am[ilias]  is  still  in  town,  and  still,  in 
general,  at  home,  tho'  to-morrow  or  next  day  they  talk 
of  making  a  visit  to  Bath.    I  am  going  (not  to  Bath) 
tor  an  hour  there  this  evening,  and  I  will  go  now  that 
I  may  come  back  soon,  for  I  have  a  nasty  toothache  and 
am  ht  tor  nothing.    Good-night. 

/W/ar  Aftninf,  OcltUr  J4. 

As  1  sent  you  no  letter  last  week,  I  shall  send  this 
tho  the  second  this  week,  as  Mr.  W[alpole],  I  know' 
does  not  write  by  to-day's  post,  and  that  you  may  be' 
as  sure  as  I  can  make  you,  of  finding  at  least  one  letter 
at  Brussels,  for  I  do  not,  in  the  commonplace  wav 
expect  you  to  be  after  your  time,  unless  delayed  bv 
accidents  or  illness,  to  Augsburg.  I  therefore  do  not 
write  again,  as   the   Postmaster  here  says  letters  are 
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•ometimM  thrc«  weeks,  or  at  loonett  a  fortnight.  By 
your  l«tttr  o(  the  a4lh  to  Mr.  W[alpole]  I  should  con- 
clude that  you  found  less  difficulty  than  you  or  I  ex- 
pected, in  getting  your  carriage  mended.  I  wish  it  may 
best  be  tuunly  repaired,  for  I  know  what  patching  is, 
in  these  cases,  and  the  extrr-ne  ignorance  of  foreign 
workmen. 

I  came  home,  as  I  said,  last  night,  my  toothache 
increased  sadly,  and  I  was  obliged  to  have  recourse  to 
laudanum,  by  that  means  procured  a  tolerable  night's 
rest.  I  will  hope  that  it  is  over  to-day,  for  of  all  the 
bodily  pains,  and  God  knows!  they  are  many,  that 
I  ever  feel,  that  is  what  I  most  dread.  Indeed,  with  me 
it  always  carries  a  compound  of  a  thousand  others.  I 
really  grow  tired  of  suffering  and  much  incline  to  your 
philosophy,  at  times.  I  am  quite  reconciled  to  it  for 
myself  but  not  for  you,  that  is  the  truth,  and  that  might, 
I  think,  l)e  defended  without  sophistry;  but  'tis  no 
matter,  this  is  only  by  the  by,  a  mere  parenthesis.  I 
am,  upon  the  whole,  better  than  I  have  twen  for  a  long 
time,  and  going  now  to  recommence  artist,  and  pass  the 
days  in  my  study,  "  hoc  amor."  My  colossus,  my  over- 
grown child,  will  not  for  an  age  be  fit  to  present  to  you, 
nor  can  I  myself  form  a  certain  judgment  of  it  yet,  for 
it  should  want  space  and  position,  and  be  like  Punch 
and  some  other  sovereigns,  nothing  off  their  own 
throne ;  but  for  this  I  can  answer  that  you  will  not  find 
me  "blindly  altathtd"  and  now  beforehand  even  entreat 
your  severest  criticism,  it  will  more  than  probably  be 
the  only  true  criticism  I  shall  hear.  You  will  find  me 
ready  to  alter  what  can  be  altered  and  to  allow  what 
CAnnot,  should  it  be  a  fault,  however  gross,  such  is  my 
opinion  of  your  "sixth  sense,"  that,  had  I  been  less 
unfortunately  situated,  I  should  even  on  that  score  alone 
often  and  often  have  entreated  to  sec  you  and  have 
asked  your  opinion,  tho'  I  confess  that  to  tht  farrago 
of  flattery  and  criticism  I  am  constantly  exposed  to,  I 
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try  to  make  myiell  »t  deaf  a*  powible,  yet  not  from 
conceit  of  the  excellence  of  my  talent— do  not  think 
that,  for  you  would  wrong  me— merely  from  agreeing 
with  you  in  the  scam/ji  of  the  "ji>M  mmj,."  1  deiire 
that  I  may  have  the  hat  you  bought  for  me,  whether  it 
be  "  frightful  "  or  not. 

Farewell,  however  1  may  with  to  hear  from  you  on 
the  route,  I  will  not,  indeed,  make  myself  uneaiy  if  1 
do  not.  I  know  that  you  will  write  to  me  when  you 
can  and  sometimes  think  of  me  when  you  cannot.  I 
wish  to  God  Mr.  W[alpole]  would  come.  It  would,  1 
am  sure,  be  better  for  him,  and  I  should  then  know 
always  when  he  heard,  at  least,  how  far  you  were  on 
your  journey  and  gutit  how  prosperously.  I  hope  that 
you  will  continue  net  to  t>  I  him  «//.  Save  that  till  after 
you  return.  Remember  ly  entreaty  about  the  Dutch 
vessel,  and  that  it  is  the  only  thing  of  (At  sort  that  I  have 
pnUmUd  to  entreat.  Farewell,  farewell,  and  God  bless 
you.  I  shall  probably  write  again  next  Friday  to 
Brussels.    One  letter  was  sent  to  Augsburg. 

Once  more  God  bless  you.> 

The  Berrys  arrived  at  Parii.  on  October  a8,  and  put 
up  at  the  H6tel  de  Bourbon  in  the  Rue  Jacob,  and 
there  they  stayed  until  November  7,  when  they  made 
their  way,  via  Calais  and  Dover,  to  their  house  in  North 
Audley  Street,  which  they  reached  on  November  11. 
>  Add  MSS.  J7;a7,  t.  sg. 
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THE  BBRRYI  AT  LITTLE  8TKAWBERRV  HILL 
(1791-1794) 

n*  tntft  main  10  Bnfbuid— llonn  Walpok  d«ir«  ihrai  10  lln  ii  UiUi 
Sinwbtnr  Hill— Kllly  Clin— WilpoliV  linn  Is  h«— A  min|»p« 
•ttftck  an  thv  B«fry»— Msry  Betty  IhtrMpon  decidca  not  to  lift  it  UttI* 
Strawbtrry  Hill — Wilpolc  •vtnlually  p«rtiuilc*  h«r  to  do  bo— Wtlpoto 
HKc«etU  to  th«  Mildom  of  Orlord— IIU  dtMraw  thtrfal— A  fulM  niimi«i 
'hot  be  propoMd  marriage  to  Mary  Retry — A  propoial  of  maniage  to 
Anne  Srymoai  namer—Witliam  Auguituk  Kawkcncr — Correapoadenct 
between  Mary  Berry  and  Mra.  Oatncr  cc  iccrning  the  firopoaed  mankfe 
-The  Berryi  at  Sir  Georift  Caylcy'a— Lord  Orford  Mwell— Lady 
Ayhibiiry  —  The  Berryi  at  Scarhorcagli  —  Lnrd  Hanli^on  —  Field- 
Manhal  Conway— Jeminghaln'i|>liiy,  Tit  Siiga of  Bti^Kki~-"  Pretty  Mra. 
Stanhope  "—Captain  Nugent— Lord  Molra  and  the  expedition  to  Brittany 
—Admiral  Lord  Howe— Mti.  Darner*!  Ijuat  of  Miai  Berry— William 
Conbe — The  Bertyi  in  Yutkihire— They  telnm  to  Little  tittawberty 
Hill- Agnea  Berry  at  Cheltenham— Mary  and  Mr.  Betty  at  Park  Place 
—The  Beiryi  at  Pioapeet  llnux'.  Iile  of  ThancI— The  Greatbcadu— Mra. 
DanMt  at  Goodwood— llei  new  town  hooae— Prs(«aoc  PlayWi— MiH 
Betiy'i  play. 

•jr  -W-ORACE  Walpole  was  delighted  at  the  return 
k  B  of  the  Berrys  to  England,  and  was  overjoyed 
I        I     when  he  succeeded  in  persuading  them  to 

^  ■^  take  possession  of  Little  Strawberry  Hill, 
on  the  lower  road  to  1'eddington,  near  his  own  house. 
After  Kitty  Clive  retired  from  the  stage  in  1769,  she 
had  resided  there,  whereupon  Walpole  nicknamed  it 
Cliveden,  or  Clivesden.  The  actress  lived  at  Little 
Strawberry  Hill  until  her  death  in  1785,  when  she  was 
buried  in  the  parish  church.    Walpole  wrote  an  inscrip- 
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lion  to  htr  nMiBory  on  an  urn  placed  In  th«  ihrublMrv 
ol-aivtdtn":-  ' 

"  V«  imikx  and  Jnii  Mill  lumir  round  t 
Thli  !•  minh't  coflHcnlrd  uround  i 
Htn  liv'd  iha  UughlrrloTing  6»m. 
A  ButcblcM  Mtnu,  Cliw  Iwf  lum^, 
The  comic  muM  with  her  iwit'd, 
And  ihed  a  tm  when  iIm  optc'd," 

When  it  became  known  thai  the  Bcrryi  had  accipteil 
the  loan  of  Strawberry  Hill,  wme  anonymoii,  .cril.blcr. 
in  the   newapaper*  caat   atperiion*   upon   the   young 
women  aa  cruel  a»  they  were  unwarranUble,  where- 
upon the  elder  aiater  told  Walpole  that  ahe  could  not 
go  to  hit  houac.    Walpole  waa  in  deapair,  and  pleaded 
with  her  to  ignore  luch  disgraceful  iiiainuationa.    "  I 
thought  my  age  would  allow  me  to  have  a  friendahip 
that  conaiatcd  in  nothing  but  diitinguiihing  merit-you 
allow  the  vilrat   of  all  tribunal.,  the  new.papem,  to 
decide  how  short  a  way  friendship  may  go !    Where  is 
your  good  sense  in  this  conduct  ?  and  will  you  punish 
me,  because  what  you  nor  mortal  being  can  prevenl. 
a  low  anonymous  Kribbler  pertly  takes  a  liberty  with 
your  name  ?  I  cannot  help  repeating  that  you  have  hurl 
me  I"    So  Walpole  put  his  caae  to  Mary  Berry,  who, 
however,  felt  w  strongly  on  the  subject  that  she  could 
not  at  first  give  way.    "  If  our      .king  your  soc -ty 
is  supposed  by  those  ignorant  of  its  value,  to  be       .», 
some  view  beyond  its  enjoyment,  and  our  situation 
represented  as  one  which  will  aid  the  belief  of  this  to 
a  mean  and  interested  world,  I  shall  think  we  shall  have 
perpetual  reason  to  regret  the  only  circumstance  in  our 
lives  that  could  be  called  fortunate,"  she  wrote  to  him  on 
October  12.    "  Excuse  the  manner  in  which  I  write,  and 
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in  whteh  I  ImL  My  ainlliMnM  on  n«««p«p«r  no<k« 
hav«  long  btcn  known  to  you,  witk  rtgard  lo  all  who 
hav*  not  no  honourably  diallnguUhtd  lhamMlvc*,  a*  to 
(rtl  abov*  tuch  fMbIc  but  vsnomad  ahalla."  Walpolt, 
notwithatanding  thit  reply,  in  Iht  end  managed  to 
have  hia  way.  The  Berry*  want  in  December  to  Litlle 
Strawberry  Hill,  which  wa*  (or  many  year*  to  come 
their  favourite  home. 

On  December  5,  Ueorge,  third  Karl  of  Urturd,  died, 
and  hit  uncle,  Horace  Walpole,  succeeded  to  the  title. 
He  wa*  then  in  hi*  *evcnty-iilth  year,  and  the  change 
waa  not  all  to  hi*  liking.  "  A*  I  am  sure  o(  the  sincerity 
of  your  congratulation*,  I  feel  much  obliged  by  them, 
though  what  haa  happened  destroy*  my  tranquillity ; 
and,  if  what  the  world  reckon*  advantage*  could  com- 
pensate the  loss  of  peace  and  eaae,  would  ill  indemnify 
me,  even  by  them,"  he  wrote  to  John  Pinkerton  on 
December  a6.  ■'  A  small  estate,  loaded  with  debt,  and 
of  which  I  do  not  undcratknd  the  management,  and 
am  too  old  to  learn ,  a  source  oi  aw-auit*  amongat 
my  neareat  relations,  though  not  affecting  me ;  endleas 
conversations  with  lawyers,  and  packets  of  tetters  lo 
read  every  day  and  answer,— all  this  weight  of  new 
business  is  too  much  for  the  ray  of  life  that  yet  hangs 
about  me,  and  wa*  preceded  by  three  week*  of  anxiety 
about  my  unfortunate  nephew,  and  a  daily  correspond- 
ence with  phyaicians  and  mad-doctors,  falling  upon  me 
when  I  had  been  out  of  order  ever  aince  July.  Such 
a  ma**  of  troubles  made  me  very  seriouily  ill  for  *ome 
day*,  and  ha*  left  me  and  atill  keep*  me  so  weak  and 
dispirited,  that,  if  I  shall  not  toon  be  able  to  get  some 
repose,  my  empty  head  or  body  will  not  be  able  tc 
resi*t.    For  the  empty  title,  I  trust  you  do  not  suppose 
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M  t«  anythlnf  but  an  •ncumbranct,  by  Urdiiut  my  buiy 
mornirvp  with  idle  vi.ti,  ot  ml,f  rupl.on,  which,  wh«n 
I  urn  abl*  10  |o  oul.  I  ih.ll  ht  forced  io  rtlurn.    Sunly 
no  mw,  o(   wtnly-Jour,   unU«.   .up«r.nnu«led.  can 
hava  lh«  <mallctl  plratun  in  lining  »t  hum*  in  hi*  own 
rooui.  a*  I  almoM  ,lwayi  do,  and  baing  called  by  a  naw 
nama !  "    Tha  only  poatibia  advanlaga  Walpola  could 
dwiv.  »..  ihat  ha  could  m.k.  hi.  wife  a  countaM,  .«d 
«>uld  charge  tha  eaUle  with  a  jointure  o(  /aooo  a  year. 
There  i.  .  i,«,i,ion,  h«,d.d  down  by  Urd  Lan«J„w„., 
that  ha  waa  more  lh«i  willing  to  marry  Mary  Berry 
•nd  that  he  propoaed  to  her-     If  ,uch  a  .uggeation  had 
been  made,  there  is  no  doubt  that  it  would  have  been 
retuied,  and  the  letter  from   which  thi.  .tatement  » 
deduced  ahow.  alwthat  the  matter  waa  never  mention«l 
by  Walpole  to  the  .i.iert.    "Although  I  have  no  doubt 
that  Lord  Orford  .aid  to  Lady  D.  every  word  Ihat  .he 
repeated  to  your  brother-for  last  winter,  at  the  time 
the  C.'e  talked  about  the  matter,  he  went  about  saying 
all  thi.  and  more  to  frighten  everybody  that  would  hear 
him-buf  I  always  thought  it  rather  tofrighten  and  puniah 
them  than  seriously  wishing  it  himself."    Mary  Berry 
wrote  to  a  friend,  August  »,  1793.    "  And  why  should 
he?    when,  without   the    ridicule    or    the    trouble   of 
marriage,  he  enjoy,  almost  a.  much  of  my  society, 
and  every  comfort  from  it,  that  he  could  in  the  nearest 
connection?    As  the  willing  offering  of  a  grateful  and 
affectionate  heart,  the  time  and  attention  I  bestow  upon 
him  have  hitherto  given  me  pleasure.    Were  they  to 
become  a  duty,  and  a  duty  to  which  the  world  would 
attribute  intereated  motives,  they  would  become  irkaome. 
If  the  world,  its  meanness,  its   total  indifference  to 
'  Qmvfrfy  givim,  Octolm  iHs,  cull.  19s. 
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everything  but  interest,  in  some  shape  or  other,  be 
assured  you  carnot  think  so  badly  nor  so  truly  as  I 
do.    ' They  !- .  -:  bvlir  vc  *»  who  have  felt  it  most !  ' " 

The  opei  !•■, ;  leltcf.  o  the  correspondence  between 
Mary  Berry  ai,ii  Mrs.  D  imer  during  the  year  1792  deal 
with  an  ofiFer  of  marriage  made  to  Mrs.  Darner  at  this 
time — an  incident  to  which  there  is  no  reference  in 
Mr.  Percy  Noble's  biography  of  that  lady.  Who  the 
suitor  was  cannot  be  stated  with  any  certainty,  but  from 
Mrs.  Darner's  letter  of  November  9,  1792,  if  seems  that 
his  name  was  Fawk-ner.  As  he  visited  at  Brocket  Hall, 
it  may  be  taken  for  granted  that  hs  was  a  person  of 
some  social  position,  and  it  may  be  that  he  was  William 
Augustus  Fawkener,  son  of  Sir  Everard  Fawkener,  who 
married  in  1784  Georgiana  Ann  Poyntz,  a  niece  of  Lady 
Spencer,  and  eventually  became  Clerk  to  the  Privy 
Council. 


Mary  Berry  to  thi  Hon.  Mrs.  Darner 

The  more  I  consider  the  subject  on  which  we  were 
talking  last  night,  and  I  declare  to  you  it  has  never  been 
a  moment  out  of  my  mind,  the  more  I  see  reasons  to 
consider  it  in  another  point  of  light  from  that  in  which 
it  seems  to  have  appeared  to  you,  and  the  more  I  regret 
not  having  used  all  the  influence  your  friendship  kindly, 
tho'  perhaps  undeservedly,  allows  me,  to  persuade  you 
not  to  give  a  hasty,  perhaps  not  such  an  answer.  For 
God's  sake  do  not  let  false  ideas  of  liberty,  of  ridicule, 
of  a  thousand  things  that  wilt  occur  to  minds  like  yours 
prevent  your  acquiring  any  real  comfort  or  satisfaction. 
Consider  again,  I  beseech  you,  how  much  your  heart 
owes  you,  and  do  not  at  least  avoid  an  occasion,  if  this 
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ii  one,  of  being  paid.    But  here  is  the  question,  and  you 
have  not  hesitated  a  moment  in  declaring  that  it  is  not 
But  have  you  well  considered  it  divested  ol  all  the  ac- 
cessories, of  all  the  incidental  circumstances  in  which  it 
happens  to  be  involved,  for  this  is,  in  fact,  the  only 
sober  way  of  judging :— Have  you  sufficiently  considered 
the  simple  proposition,  whether  or  not  such  a  connection 
suppose  It  made,  [would  be]  likely  to  contribute  to  your 
future  peace  and  happiness.    You  have  so  eloquent  and 
I  may  add  so  reasonable  arguments  why  it  should  »<./ 
that   I   need  only  mention   those  that  strike  me  very 
forcibly  why  it  should-the  delicacy  of  your  own  mind 
the  remains  which  you  own  of  an  unextinguished  passion, 
and  a  thousand   other  circumstances  will  prevent   as 
have  done,  your  ever  forming  such  a  friendship  or  con- 
nection, for  I  would  wish  to  speak  as  I  think,  unromanti- 
cally  with  any  other  person.    Then  it  would  destroy  in 
a  moment  all  the  vile  mistakes  of  the  world  in  your 
regard,  for  depend  upon  it,  in  a  month's  time,  such  an 
Idea  would  never  more  be  thought  of,  and  you  would 
become  as  respectable  in  .heir  eyes  as  you  have  always 
been  in  your  own,  and  this  respect  of  the  world,  when 
confirmed  by  the  quiet  plaudits  of  one's  own  breast    I 
never  can  nor  never  shall  think  a  trifling  object.    But 
above  all,  consider,  I  beseech  you,  that  if  you  do  not 
think  him  absolutely  unworthy  of  your  sentiments  for 
him  and  his  very  errors  ma-  probably  make  him  other- 
wise. If  you  think  him  yet  capable  of  feeling  that  con- 
fidence,  that  esteem,  that  friendship  for  you  which  would 
occu/!)',  I  will  not  say  satis/y,  your  heart,  for  I  am  en- 
deavouring to  draw  in  the  life  not  an  ideal  picture  of 
felicity— you  are  no  longer  the  unconnected,  insulated 
being,  whose  very  perfections  have  hitherto  been  the 
cause  both  of  their  errors  and  their  unhappiness   who 
look  back  with  regret  to  the  pa.;,  distaste  to  the  present 
and  indifference  to  the  future.  ' 

You  have  found  almost  all  that  past  circumstances 
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can  allow  you  to  enjoy,  almoit  all  that  your  present 
maturer  reason  allows  you  to  hope  (or.  You  might  not 
be  satisfied,  but  you  would  be  occupied,  you  would  be 
interested,  the  powers  of  your  heart  would  be  called 
into  action,  and  in  mental  action  consists  all  virtue  and, 
I  am  convinced,  all  rational  pleasure.  You  will  say,  I 
know,  that  friendship,  one  object,  is  suiiicient  to  occupy 
your  mind.  Your  whole  life  has  shown  that,  for  you 
know  what  I  have  long  not  told  you  upon  this  subject, 
and  reading  over  a  note  you  wrote  me  immediately  after 
I  had  mentioned  that  foolish  topic  in  the  papers,'  only 
confirms  me  in  it.  You  own  in  it  the  having  of  a  very 
unhappy  mind,  and  I  see  in  every  line  a  mind  irritated 
and  weakened  from  an  excess  of  this  best  of  feelings, 
and  sinking  under  the  weight  of  what,  properly  distri- 
buted, would  support  it  nobly  through  all  the  various 
connections  of  life.  This  friendship  too,  however  perfect, 
may  fail ;  the  object  is  mortal.  I  am  no  prophet,  there- 
fore do  r.  '.  ■  afraid  ;  but  what  then  becomes  of  a  heart 
which,  na  formed  to  embrace  all  the  various  affec- 

tions of  lifi ,  allows  itself  to  be  contracted  to  one  narrow 
point,  which,  like  every  thing  of  this  world,  may  fail  it. 

Remember  1  am  not  pretending  to  advise.  I  am 
only  submitting  to  your  judgement  several  circumstances 
which  any  one  thoroughly  knowing  you  is  more  likely 
to  see  in  a  true  light  than  yourself.  Give  them,  I 
beseech  you,  your  most  serious  consideration.  They 
have  had  mine.  They  are  offered  to  you  by  one  of 
whose  truth  you  cannot  doubt,  who  is  proud  of  feeling 
and  owning  your  superiority,  and  whose  wishes  for  your 
happiness  are  as  sincere  and  perfect  as  you  deserve  to 
inspire. 

caelo  au  saepe  refixa 
TraHscurrunl  crinemque  volantia  sidera  dueunl. 

ViRG;  ^n  .  .  .  y.  527 
suadent  cadentia  sidera  sotnnos, 

1  Concerning  the  Berrys  and  Little  Strawberry  Hill. 
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.  I  know  your  kind  intention,  and  see  the  hand  o{ 
friendship  in  every  line  you  have  traced.     You  say  you 
do  "not  advise."    Indeed,  you  know  not  the  character 
Of  the  person  to  whom,  by  so  many  arguments,  you 
would  dispose  of  your  friend,  nor  all  the  various  cir- 
cumstances that  make  such  a  union  contrary  to  reason 
and  prudence.    Could  you  be  sensible  of  the  objections, 
and  see  his  character,  dissimilar  as  it  is  to  mine,  ill 
calculated  to  afford  me  real  comfort  or  real  happiness 
such  as  to  my  reason,  even  thro'  the  mist  of  passion 
.t  has  long  appeared,  and  still  to  my  more  sober  sense 
appears  you  would  use  that  influence  Friendship  has  so 
deservedly  given  you  over  me,  to  deter  me  from  embark- 
ing on  such  a  troubled  sea,  and,  voluntarily,  completi  i 
the  hard  fate  to  which  I  have  been  exposed.    Yet  in 
compliance  to  your  desire,  I  have  endeavoured  to  con- 
sider  the  subject  in  different  views,  such  as  you  place 
if,  with  as  much  attention  and  care  as  if  it  was^  the 
first  time  it  had  come  into  deliberation-but  the  result 
IS  the  same. 

It  must  strike  you,  I  am  sensible,  that,  returning  to 
one  no  longer  young,  worn  by  ill  health,  and,  however 
undeservedly,  under  the  heavy  censure  of  the  world 
when  he  may  still  captivate  the  young,  beautiful  and 
gay,  argues  a  truth  and  constancy  of  sentiment  of  which 
you  think  me  not  sufficiently  aware.    But,  my  dearest 
friend,  have  you  well  considered  that  in  such  an  en 
gageraent  he  risks  little,  and  that  I  risk  all  I     You  know 
not  how  highly  I  value  your  opinion.    It  will  grieve 
me  beyond  measure  should  you  on  so  serious  an  oc- 
casion thmk  me  actuated  by  light  motives,  punctilious 
fears  of  ridicule,  or  ideas  of  liberty,  which  last  I  value 
so  much  as  they  deserve,  that  it  is  my  joy  to  sacrifice 
them  to  those  I  love,  and  the  liberty  of  devoting  the 
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remainder  of  my  life  to  what  I  eiteem  and  admire,  to 
what  can  alone  give  support  and  comfort  to  an  almoit 
broken  spirit,  is  all  I  ask. 

It  is  most  certain  that,  had  he,  at  an  earlier  period, 
but  endtavoured  to  convince  me  even  of  a  slight  interest 
for  my  happiness,  or  that  his  own  was  deeply  con- 
cerned,— shown  me  but  the  shadow  of  true  affection, — I 
should  have  caught  at  it,  but  it  is  now,  every  way,  too 
late;  1  should  expose  myself  to  certain  remorse  and 
misery.  With  regard  to  the  world,  were  I  inclined  to 
buy  its  uncertain  favour,  I  much  doubt  if  any  step  of 
this  sort  would  now  have  the  effect  you  imagine,  as  I 
do  maintain  it,  undone  as  I  am,  it  is  by  malice,  not  by 
the  sober  or  confirmed  opinion  of  any  living  creature : 
but  this  I  would,  most  freely,  give  up  to  your  better 
judgement. 

I  know  not  why  you  say  that  "  my  whole  life  has 
proved  that  one  object  is  not  sufficient  to  occupy  my 
heart."  Passion  is  not,  I  allow,  and  at  all  times  I  have 
sought,  however  illjudgingly,  for  friendship,  the  only 
perfect  good  I  know  on  earth.  The  melancholy  image 
you  present  to  my  imagination  I  think  gave  you  pain, 
for  my  sake,  as  you  drew  the  picture.  On  that  we  will 
not  now  dwell,  but  admiting  that  variety  of  attachments 
and  duties  is  an  advantage,  you  will  surely  allow  that 
these  ra^-divisions  must  come  naturally,  be  brought  on 
by  circumstances  and  chance,  not  forced,  as  they  would, 
thus  fail  in  this  object. 

I  will  send  you  these  lines,  for  the  more  I  write  to 
you,  the  mf^re  I  find  that  I  still  would  say,  and  I  am,  [I] 
know  not  how,  continually  for  these  last  days  inter- 
rupted. 

Oh  !  let  me  not  have  the  mortification  of  thinking 
you  suppose  me  foolishly  throwing  away  proffered  good, 
when  I  am  avoiding  misery.  Let  me,  when  you  can, 
see  you  for  half  an  hour,  but  by  no  means  till  it  is  (if 
ever  indeed  that  is)  without  difficulty  to  you.     I  do  not 
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rorJ„°*T."°*'  ""  '"?'  "^y-  °'  "■«  "«•'  »»"  "hen 
HfT^?^  i  '"*"  '.""  "«>^°"8hly  know  how  my  heart 
«  affected  by  your  kindne...  you  wiH  not  think  iJ  wan  . 
more  than  one  object  for  occupation.    Farewell     To 

^ZT:T  ?"'"  '  """  "■"'  «^'"'"  that  •  wouW 
be  read  with  interest,  but  to  you!  Do  not  think  of 
.n,wer.ng  thi,  at  present.    Farewell,  and  God  bless 


T*t  Hon.  Mrs.  Damtr  to  Mary  Btrry 

TUtiday  BviHimg. 

MrJ"w ''  Z^^  "J^r-  *'■''  """"""S.  '  called  upon 
Mrs.  W.,  whom  I  found  alone,  intending,  as  she  had 
announced  m  her  note,  to  come  to  me.    After  talkine 

™  fol,  .'^.  ""''  ^"  "Pectations,  &c.  &c.,  she,  with 
much  ag,te„on.  said,  "You  don't  know  how     dreid The 

be  to  me,  to  my  children."    And  then,  bu'stinfi  into 
tears,  she  exclaimed  "For  God's  sake  I 'do  not  L  r^y 
me.       I  assured  her,  and  this  indeed  not  coldly,  that 
I  never  should.     Increase  of  fortune,  she  said,  whether 
from  the  death  of  Lord  Walpole  or  from  the  wUin 
quest.on^m.ght  change  unavoidably  her  present  mode 
of  hfe  :-she  must  see  more  company,  and  pass,  perhaos 
seven  or  e.ght  months  in  the  countrj,  absent  f  om  whai 
alone  mterested  her.    Yet,  she  added,  kis  temp"    and 
uncertamtymade  her  wretched-called  this  a"  m  atua 
.on-to  feel  thus  for  one  who  comparatively  feU  1  ufe 
or  her.     He  w_as  attached,  she  believed,  but  freated  h„ 

or'  tVe  11;'"'  •!'  "'"a"""^  "^  "°  """^  compen^ted 
for  the  misery  she  suffered.  Mr.  W.,  she  said,  in  his 
person  was  not  disagreeable  to  her.  that  she  "had  fe ! 
much  attached  to  him,"-"  but  he  was  cold  "-in  short! 

'  Add.  MSS  37727,  f.  j6s. 


9t  BERRY   PAPERS 

neglected  her,  "  and  the  heart  and  mind  must  be  occu- 
pied." In  thin  manner  nhe  went  on,  and  what  to  think, 
with  regard  to  myieK,  I  yet  cannot  tell.  1  pity  her 
from  r.iy  soul,  and  would  not,  for  the  world,  hurt  or 
ihock  her,  had  I  a  right,  "  Mais  mm  amii,  tair  Jt  ct  litu 
n'tsl  pas  boH  pour  moi."  She  invited  me  to  sup  there, 
(Mr.  W.  is,  as  you  know,  gone  to  H.).  This  I  could 
not,  had  I  wished  it,  but  some  other  night  I  will.  You 
never  shall  have  cause  to  reproach  me  for  neglecting 
your  advice.  You  ha\e  allowed  me  to  talk  as  I  do,  but 
that  indulgence  I  trust  I  shall  not  abuse.  It  is  most 
certain  that  on  this  subject,  I  never  can  talk  with  ease, 
or  indiflerence.  Pity  me,  and  continue,  for  Heaven's 
sake  !  to  think  you  see  excuses  for  another  that  1  know 
you  would  not  see  for  yourself.  Your  kindness  is 
beyond  all  power  of  thanks,  but  rest  assured  of  what  I 
told  you  this  morning,  that  the  assurance  of  your  friend- 
ship gives  composure  to  my  mind  as  well  as  comfort  to 
my  heart ;  and  how  necessary  both  are  to  me,  and  how 
much  I  stind  in  need  of  them  in  this  comfortless  world, 
you  will  judge,  to  whom,  I  trust,  I  am  really  known. 


!i 


Tht  Hon.  Mrs.  Damtr  to  Mary  Btrty 

Tkunday  Evtning,  5  t'cUtk  [1791I. 

I  am  enjoyed  to  think  that  I  shall  pass  this  evening 
alone,  for  I  want  quiet,  and  I  do  protest  that,  however 
distant,  it  is  the  next  step  to  passing  i(  with  you.  This 
is  one  of  the  comforts  the  disposal  of  which  you  would 
have  me  deprive  myself ;  but,  indeed,  as  I  feel  only 
anxious  to  convince  you  that  I  am  not  wrong  in  my 
determination,  that  alone,  were  I  inclined  to  deliberate, 
would  convince  me  of  its  justness.  Arguments  I  shall 
not  attempt,  as  you  said  that  those  I  used  "  had  not  a 
shadow  of  force,"  and,  indeed,  if  total  want  of  confidence 
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But  r-rl  Tu\u"  •"«»«"»•"' '°'  "f«.  1  know  ^one 
But  more  o<  all  this,  I  will  hope,  at  some  future  »im. 
.nd  ,uch  i.  my  confidence  in  that  only  TdvS  I  Ce 

m  the  end  you  will  find  rea«)n.  not  to  condemn  me- 
This  I  have  much  at  heart,  and  what  hurt,  .ne  ,,  ,„  a^ 

Jour  hS"that  L"T"""'-  ^'*  '°  *'"  ""  '  ""o* 
your  heart  that  on  this,  at  on  every  other  occasion 

where  you  have  thought  my  interest  concernTd^ou 

eave  me  wUhout  the  power  of  thanks.-but  how     leel 

the  many  obhgation,  I  owe  you  my  remaining  lUesh, 

prove.    The  momentary  and  foolish  passion  I  was  in 

can  only  excite  your  pity.    Of  that  I  wm  sav  nnfhin 

but  that  you  leave  the  reproach  I  desei^e  to  L    'y"? 

over"!  'i:"'.'  ""  '"'r""  y""  »°  ''"«-'"  y  h»ve 
over  mei  but  you  would  not,  I  think,  have  that  alone 
m  such  a  case,  decide  me,  as  you  cannot  be  Icquatted 
and  am"!?"?  '=;;c"n»t»nces  that,  you  will  allow,  « J*/. 
?hl  'J  '^f  ui'^  convmced,  wouU,  make  such  a  step 
comfort  I  look  for  on  earth. 

n,in!(''**'  "I*"  I*"'"  '"^  "''"  *•«»»  yo"  wote,  but  mv 
melancholy  ideas  you  set  before  me.- You  bid  me  con 
^der   'how  much  my  heart  owes  me."    Is  i  a  heart  "o" 
^oHh-  ^^  '"'"  '°'"''     ^"^""'   Heav  n!     I   w,° 

uT,  I  ?^:.  "'"'f  "'  °P'"'°"  *'"  "°»  '"'  very  long 
It  IS,  I  feel,  in  vain  for  me  to  say  more  at  present -Thf 

what  you  <&  think  you  will  ever%ell  me,  l7r^",  rn«d 
not  a,k,  or  it  is  what,  on  my  knees,  I  wou  d  Li,  and 
that  most  earnesUy.  I  have  been  reading,  and  aga"n 
Grbir;"^,'"^""-     '  -^--^yGoodnighttfnd 


'  Add.  MSS.  37;J7,  f.  a6a 
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Tkt  H»n,  Mn,  Damtr  to  Mary  Btrry 

^MaHty  Mtnimf. 

I  firit  thoufiht  of  coming  to  you  thi*  morning,  but  I 
might  not  without  awkwardncH  and  difliculty  to  your- 
teU  find  an  opportunity  o(  tpeakin{>  to  you,  and,  if  I 
did,  might  not  feel  the  power  of  iaying  one  word  I 
intended.  Yet,  Heaven  knows!  my  heart  if  full,  and 
in  some  way  must  attempt  at  least  to  express  itself.  I 
have  been  revolving  in  my  mind  all  you  said  to  me 
yesterday  respecting  your  future  plans ;  and  the  more 
I  reflect,  the  more  I  am  convinced  that  you  sometimes 
allow  your  line  judgement  to  err  where  you  are  yourself 
personally  concerned,  and  from  an  excess  and  perti- 
nacious pursuit  of  right,  go  beyond  that  point,  that  line, 
at  which  in  all  thingi.  it  is  perfection  to  stop.  You 
always  lean  tu  whatever  carries  with  it  uncomfort  to 
yourself,  and  will  not  even  throw  into  the  common 
stock  your  own  gratification  or  advantage,  lest  Mty 
should  help  to  turn  the  scale. 

Just  as  your  views  of  this  world  may  be,  you  think 
too  much  and  too  deeply  of  a  futurity  ever  uncertain, 
intended  by  Ue  Divine  Power  to  be  uncertain.  'Tis 
like  a  journey,  for  which  indeed,  we  ought  to  be 
prepared,  but  not  set  out  upon  in  imagination  without 
waiting  till  we  are  called  for,  the  more  as  you  must 
allow  we  know  not  which  way  the  road  may  lead, — 
and  by  stretching  the  sight  too  far  over  dreary  deserts, 
we  sometimes  trample  the  few  flowers  that  may  be 
strewed  under  our  feet.  But,  quiting  metaphor,  I  will 
shew  you  that  I  can  speak  in  plain  terms,  call  "un  chat 
un  chat." 

Your  expenses  have,  in  a  mere  trifle,  exceeded  your 
income.  To  set  that  right  you  would  do  what,  if  it 
was  not  disagreabit,  1  am  certain  your  reason  would 
shew  you  to  be  unadvisablt.     You  know  the  world,— 
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"loo   well!"   I    h.,r   you   «y:-<lo.t   it  giv,   credit 

.*S  e.;i„«""~'^"  "  ""•  P'«*""  'h.  cuK. 
kno.TS21  .  T  ""*•  ♦*'"«>"'  Mtiontr-You 
S?for  ^h  '"  '"i*  *"•  **'•  y""'  ""'  °'  P'-d""" 
Sil    no.  ^    •"''    '^"y    *°^     "°«*»«'    «0    PM*. 

«n.  T  y  L  '^''"-'My  winter  in  the  country,  bu 

/««Wfor  every  r„ny  day,  or  Northern  bla,t,-were 
you,  I  My,  ,0  do  thi.,  would  not  the  world  .gain  renVw 
|«.  impertinence  on  the  .ubjec.  ol  Lord  Orffofd   ,Ld  ^^ 

"  "colour  for  their  invention!  ?  Were  it  neceiiarv 
po.it,ve ly  and  .urely  right.  I  .hould,  you  3  b^' 
the  fi,  t  to  My,  de.pi,e  them;  but  let  me,  ^Z' y^ 
have  taught  me,  remind  you  that,  tho'  friend.  ^V~ 
be  *,/,w,  Mill  they  n,u,t  be /,W.     Bu?  allX  ^ 

me  as  such,  tho'  you  will  not,  can  not  deny  that  were 
he  table,  turned,  you  would  *^,/  of  me^  to  acT  L 
I   now  would  have  you,  and  a.VGod  i,  my  judje" 

A  few  hundred  pounds,  is  it  not  true,  a  mere 
trifle!  would  settle  the  present  ^.Jau,  of  diflic"  ,y 
and  in  future  a  .light,  almost  imperceptible,  reduct  on 
of  establishment  prevent  the  like  f  Set  it  at  the  wor°t 
If  may  be  some  diminution  of  your  own  fortune,  but 
your  prudence  will  prevent  it.  being  very  considerable 
Should  your  father  be  long  preserved  to  you,  that  time 

Shouri.'^  :"'  "*.  PI'""  """   '«'»  'nconvenence 
Should  It  be  decreed  otherwise,  by  Fate,  the  difference 

Tl     u  ."*•    ^""^  '""  »"'  '"  0"e  *ord.  I  cannot 
think  what  would  break  my  very  heart,  a  blowl  ^° 
not  expect  from  your  hand-no.  I  cannot  think  tha 
you  would  then  refuse,  in   some   way,  to  2^,  Z 
fortune  of  a  being  «,  truly  devoted  to  you,  a"d  one 
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with  whom,  pt%t  or  •mall,  you  would  fctl  the  fint 
o(  com(or<i  in  sharing'  your  own.  Do  not,  my  only 
friend,  my  only  earthly  comfort,  make  thingt  wor«« 
than  they  are,  by  considering  too  much  only  their 
dark  aide,  and  by  a  cramped  view,  ill  luitad  to  a  mind 
like  youn. 

I  »ay  nothing  of  the  length  of  Ihit.  Did  I  not 
fear  interruption  it  would  be  larger,  and  what  I  want 
to  write,  JVM  want  to  read.' 


Til  Hon.  Mri.  DaHur  It  Mtrf  Btrry 

I  write  because  I  love  writing  to  you,  tho'  it  is 
possible,  should  I  hear  that  you  come  to  town  the  begin- 
ning of  next  week,  that  I  nuy  not  send  my  letter, — but 
writing  to  you  is  become  a  habit — it  helps  to  continue 
that  fine  thread  that  holds  minds  together.  I  feel,  too, 
»ome  converse  with  a  being  to  whom  my  heart  is  open, 
one  in  whom  I  may,  and  do,  confide,  the  more  necessary, 
the  more  my  spirits  are  affected,  whether  from  serious 
causes,  or  whether  from  those  "  little  tiresome  cares  " 
you  so  well  express — those  forms  and  semblances  of 
society  and  friendship,  "  ttpratUna  ml,"  in  which,  from 
various  circumstances,  I  find  myself  so  much  involved, 
contrary  to  my  every  real  taste  or  wish,  and  with 
which  I  have  of  late  been  more  than  isually  leaied 
and  harassed,  at  a  time  when  I  expected  to  have 
enjoy'd  more  quiet  and  repose. 

Day  after  day  successions  of  indifftrtuls,  many  of 
those  who  came  out  of  mere  curiosity  to  see  me  work, 
become  sort  of  intimates,  and  most  intimate  sort  of 
plagues,  bound  by  no  care  but  that  of  pleasing  them- 
selves, ever  in  the  way  when  you  do  not  want  them, 
and  never  to  be  had  when  you  do.  Of  such  fare  (to 
■  AM.  MSS.  itftj,  t  ate. 
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u«  Ihi.  in  metaphor)  m,  «,ul  ..  .ick.     I  m,,hl,  il  i, 
true,  wholly  ,|,„„«j«e  ,„y,,|,  ,„„„  ^„   ,^,^  ^^^^       , 

H  It  What  I  am  lo  much  inclined  to  /mw. 


LoaiMW.  Samtv  Ktrntrnf. 

w  rreely.  but  I  w.ll  no  longer  make  apoloK,,,,  f,„  j, 
.  /*«  I  would  be  treated  by  you.  Ut  mc  but  par- 
won  /°u'  «""»""''  y'""  =»'"  »"d  your  anxielie.. 
n  mv  .ma.r'r'  J""",*'-  '*"'  "  '"  "^y  P°*"'  ""O* 
youT.  "*  '*""'  ""  '"'"^  """"  '"  '^•*  "» 

«  led  on  Thur.day  latl,  and  »id  that  he  thought  you 
would  be  .n  town  ye.lerday,     It  «..   |    have  miM«J 

.n?!,"  '.,  u"  '"""'"'  *»"*"  "•"^"•''in  when  I 
•hall  again  have  that  «ti.f..ction.  I  found  no  company 
a     B[rocket]  Hfall]  and  the   weather  really  mild   and 

had  It  not  been  for  a  violent  cold.  a.  bad  as  a  cold  in 
he  head  can  be.  which  laMed  t  ,c  day.  I  pa,«d  there. 
I  however  went  out.  I  felt  l.ttic  regret  in  returning, 
company  wai  expected,  and  the  day  dreary  and  cold 
The  hour,  they  keep  are  too  late,  and  the  exercise  they 
follow  not  what  I  like  and  am  equal  to.  I  am  at  liberty, 
certainly  ;  but  when  one  has  no  longer  any  particula^ 
interest  one  is  affected  by  »,/,«/,«  in  other  cases  not 
thought  of.  This  time,  indeed.  I  was  lucky,  but  in 
general  the  awkwardnftsu  which,  if  otiun  d.)  not  feel 
for  themselvei,  I  feel  for  them,  are  the  «,urce  to  me 
ol  a  thousand  melancholy  reflections. 

But  tell  me  why  you  are  so  late  at  night.  Why  you 
are  near  so  late  I  cannot  guess.  'Tis,  I  am  convinced, 
to  tint  the  taste  or  convenience  of  otheri,  for  yourself 
would,  I  am  sure,  to  my  earnest  request  sacrifice  an 


«| 


104 


BERRY   PAPKRS 


hour  nt  two  ot  candlcliitlil,  to  ad  i  *  lew  wordt  el 
t)oriinanl  (Mr  Ktwkenrr).  I  think  I  undcritand  whal 
you  would  uy  nn  thai  «ubt«c< ;  l(  t  mittaka,  leave  nw  lo 
cny  iiufiJtiy,  lor  I  want  cnrnlort  and  indul|{ence.  It  U  ■ 
•ubfecl  on  which  I  never  can  leel  •atixlied,  and  you  m« 
in  thit  aad  ■Minpl*  a  priMif  o(  having  been  wrong — 
Bccuting  other*.  I  know  not,  I  am  >ure,  il  I  can  explain 
what  I  meant  at  the  moment,  when  I  ielt  more  agitated 
and  leu  reaumable  than  now.  It  wan  that  <«nution« 
from  the  lo«a  gl  one  could  not  be  miicli  Ielt  engaged  in 
■  Mrioii*  and  long  connection  with  another,  and  that 
there  wa«  more  aflected  than  real  «en»ibilily  in  the  note, 
and  more  caprice  in  Iheir  finding  out,  without  any  new 
circumatance  or  event,  what  for  this  twelvemonth  paat 
he  had  acarcely  ncemed  to  dream  ol, — and  in  all  thia 
what  I  may  leel  never  neemt  thought  o(— I  wat  now 
grown  (I  will  confer  it)  olten  to  with  tlill  more  than 
tu  fear  teeing  him.  It  \s  therefore  better  at  it  it  my 
reason  i*  convinced  ;  for  wflh  luch  a  character  I  could 
never  find  repote  or  real  happineu.  I  have  not  heard 
a  word  from  him,  <ii  tieen  him,  tince  the  evening  I 
mentioned,  in  which  I  think  I  told  you  he  came.  Hii 
note  wat  in  antwer  to  one  of  mine,  a  liinple  invitation. 
Farewell.  I  ihall  toon  begin  writing  to  y»u  again.  Take 
care  of  yourself,  and  try  tometimei  to  jjel  an  early  half 
hour  after  tupper,  and  when  you  would  most  indulge 
me,  let  it  be  mine.  More  I  cannot  grimt  in  tpite  of  all 
your  arguments. 

P.S.  A  sudden  turn  directs  me.— Heaven  bless  you.> 


The  year  1793  was  at  uneventful  lor  the  Berrys  at 
1792.  They  spent  the  earlier  part  of  the  year  tometimei 
at  Twickenham,  sometimes  at  their  house  in  London, 
and  in  the  late  summer  paid  a  round  of  visits  to  the 

■  Add.  Mss.  irrari  r.  im- 


K*#    £«M>y^    Ai*.    tSt^U^  , 


um..i>Ai    r»iiAvvi\ii  ^^m  «(,,   i.iun.'    . 
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Cayleys,  the  Cholmeleys,  and  other  friends  in  the  north. 
"The  Berry*  are  in  Yorkihire,"  Horace  Walpole  wrote 
to  the  Countess  of  Ostory  on  December  9,  "and  have 
been  so  for  these  four  months." 


Tkt  Hon.  Mrs.  Damtr  to  Mary  Berry 

P*«K  PlACl,  TUuiUy,  OiMtr  «.  1793. 

The  Lavender  plants  are  to  go  this  week.'  I  send 
them  to  Lord  Orf[ord]  with  directions  in  case  you  should 
have  forgot  to  give  your  orders. 

*r  'h,^  ^^fT^"  '"  '*"  ''°'"  ™y  *'"''  »eed-g«thering 
ac  but  I  find  I  can  settle  to  no  hing  till  I  have  thanked 
you,  dear  kmd  soul,  for  your  letter  which  I  received 
«^  »r5'  ^'.  *"«"«  '»  «»«  oftener  than  I  could 
!^^;      !.•  '  ^'"'"  *•"  gratification  of  hearing  from 

kno»  I  ,'".*  ';°"u  ''"""'  '°  *«"  =>"""  ■"'  that  you 
taow  how  I  feel  the  comfort  I  receive  from  them.  I 
wnte  to  you  about  my  head-aches  and  about  my  finger- 
wn.!i!i  ""•;'""  J""  encourage  me,  and  there  is  nothing  I 
would  not  wish  to  hear  from  you  :  however  trifling  at 
,J'°".',  "'y.W«»'  to  yourself,  to  me  it  can  not  If 
Lr„?  "^"^'y  "  «"ct,  it  is  not  what  I  ,»/«rf;  but 
when  I  would  send  a  letter  a  day  or  two  sooner,  a  dread 
To^'"\ZVlT''  !"i."  »'"'"''*  »PP"r  too  soon  (not  to 
CL  ^u  i"'  '  """"^  y°"  ""^y  "P«<=t  to  hear,  my 
bTIh  U"  ""^  "'  ""  '""  °'  *''«  ^«"'  "y  '«tter  goes 
But  why  do  you  say  you  are  "glad"  I  did  not  see  you 
when  you  was  ,11?  I  may,  it  is  true,  feel  the  violent 
pams  you  suffer,  m  one  sense,  more  severely  than  you 
do  yourself,  but  remember  that  it  is  not  when  ,«,  «/„, 

•'  IT'''/}^  ""  ""■■ '™°"'  '"'  '"  '"■"'iet  ud  dutillery     The  nUnl. 
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that  1  suffer  most.  Do  not  lay  these  things  to  me,  they 
quite  hurt  me,  yet,  I  know  you  would  send  for  me  and 
keep  me  with  you,  for,  thank  Heaven,  you  know  me, 
and  will  from  yoursti/ judge  of  what,  and  how,  /  feel  on 
every  occasion,  and  such  at  least  is  my  hope,  trust,  and 
confidence.  Heaven  bless  you.  N'ln  diplaise  the  jour- 
nal, I  shall  indulge  myself  in  half  an  hour  with  you  this 
evening,  for  I  was  prevented  this  whole  morning,  yester- 
day and  to-day  by  the  plasterers  who  were  by  dozens 
about  my  windows,  singing,  and  splattering  and  making 
such  a  noise,  that  as  I  never  could  settle  which  was 
worst,  their  looking  in  at  the  window  or  the  room  nearly 
dark,  1  gave  up  writing  to  you.  I  trust  they  have  nearly 
done  here,  but  no-one  can  have  an  idea  of  the  house, 
you  think  it  my  fancy,  would  you  could  see  it.  I  6nd 
by  a  letter  of  Lord  Orf[ord]  to  my  mother,  that  he  has 
had  a  bilious  attack,  and  been  quite  iil  for  some  days, 
of  which  according  to  his  comfortable,  satisfactory  custom 
he  says  not  a  word  to  me,  only  at  the  end  of  his  letter  to 
her  desires,  if  I  write  to  Yorkshire,  that  1  will  not  mention 
this  "to  his  wives,"  as  he  means  either  to  keep  it  a 
secret,  or  tell  you  when  he  is  well  (I  forget  which). 
This  needs  no  comments.  He  was  taken  ill,  I  under- 
stand, last  Sunday  sennight,  but  on  Monday  or  Tuesday 
last,  when  he  wrote,  was  sufficiently  recovered  to  be 
going  to  take  the  air. 

My  mother,  as  she  sometimes  does,  but  in  the 
drollest  way,  took  one  of  her  fidgets  about  the  bee  from 
not  having  heard  from  her,  and  fancying  her  ill  wrote 
to  him  to  enquire.  I  do  not  know  if  the  likeness  is 
kept  up  so  far,  or  if  you  will  have  the  quickness  to 
understand  this  story,  but  it  strikes  me  ridiculously, 
and  I  must  try.  His  letters  to  my  mother  are  the 
most  respectful,  polite,  performances  always  that  can 
be  penned.  .  .  . 

Friday  morning. — Of  poor  Mrs.  C[homeley]  I  often 
think,  as  you  will  easily  imagine  and  with  you,  that  her 
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mi.id  will  one  day  recover  its  tone,  the'  at  tiroes  she 
will  have,  must  have,  painful  reflections.    I  perfectly 
agree  with  you,  and  perfectly  understand  what  you 
mean  to  express  by  "  persistance  "  and  "  obstinacy  "  of 
affections.    These  are  properties  belonging  to  particular 
Characters  of  which  experience  only  can  roake  them- 
selves  thoroughly  sensible.    Too   severely  have   I   felt 
Uieirinfluence  ;  properties  calculated  to  make  the  great 
happiness  or  the  great  misery  of  the  beings  who  profess 
them,  and  what  are  the  chances  in  this  miserable  exist- 
ence, on  which  side  they  lean,  to  you  I  need  not  say, 
and  how  much  the  present  times,  the  mode  of  living 
and  received  opinions  are  against  all  your  minds  with 
strong  feelmgs,  I  have  often,  with  pain,  considered.    Bv 
a  certain  sort  of  half  tolerance  we  are  led  into  errors, 
left  to  the  mercy  of  ungovernable  passions,  damned 
or  saved  in  the  eye  of  the  world,  without  a  shadow  of 
real  justice.     It  is,  as  you  truly  say,  from  the  observa- 
tion and  knowledge  of   characters  only  that   we  can 
tairly  and  clearly  form  an  opinion  of  what  in  particular 
circumstances  and  hou,  they  will  suffer.     It  is  not  the 
'measure."    This  puts  me  in  mind  of  a  pretty  expres- 
sion, '  L  eau  que  tombt  goutit  H  gouttt  ptrce  It  plus  dur 
ndur,     was  the  same  quantity  of  water  as  elected  to 
rush  impetuously  over  the  rock,  once  subsided,  the  rock 
might  be  found  to  have  sustained  less  damage.    As  to 
your  wamV  '  certainly  think,  according  to  the  world 
we  live,  that  much  may  be  said  in  its  favour,  but  as 
certainly  I  think  more  is  said  against  it  in  your  letter 
You  will  not  this  time  find  me  too  exact  for  I  shall  send 
this  to-day,   it   may  lose   a   day  if  it   follows  you  to 
Scarboro,  and   I   think  too   you  should  know  about 
Lord  Orf[ord].     You   will   tell  him    you  do,   or  not 
as    you   think   best,  only    let   me    know   which.     My 
father  had  a  letter  from  him  to-day,  but  he  did  not 
show  It  me,  but  said  that  he  wrote  out  of  spirits,  had 
felt  some  return  of  the  complaint,  that  however  he 
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thought  himself  mending.  Continue  to  "futr"  for 
me.  Let  me  think  you  do,  and  heaven  bless  and 
preserve  you.' 


Tht  Hen.  Mrs.  Damtr  to  Mary  Birry 

L^OMDOM.  Frid^t  Bvtnini,  Nfvtmhtr  I,  1793. 

If  it  was  not  for  that  confidence  and  security  that 
daily  increases,  1  should  feel  a  painful  sensation  of  fear 
lest  you  should  mistake  or  misunderstand  anything  I 
said  in  my  letter  of  yesterday,  for  I  wrote  in  a  hurry, 
and  without  explanation  expressed  a  wish  that  you 
should  withhold  a  confidence  that  weighs  on  your  mind 
from  one  of  your  dearest  friends,  and  I  protest  that  I 
had  no  reason  for  what  I  said  (you  will  recollect  that  I 
have  often  exhorted  you  to  the  contrary  idea).  It  was 
merely  an  anxious  care  that  at  the  moment  alarmed  me, 
and  which,  indeed,  I  still  feel  for  you.  I  dread  for  you 
any  additional  agitation  of  mind,  tho'  transient,  and  she, 
by  all  you  tell  me  and  by  all  I  know,  is  too  much 
absorbed  in  her  own  woes,  her  mind  has  lost  too  much 
of  its  powers,  for  her,  at  this  time,  to  afford  relief  to 
others.  This  is  nearly  what  you  say  yourself,  but  it 
should  seem  that  I  ought  rather  to  combat  such 
opinions  than  strengthen  them,  but  I  have  long  waived 
all  sttmings  with  you.  What  I  am  you  know,  and  that 
you  shall  find  me.  You  have  received  me  with  all  my 
faults,  and  it  shall  be  my  first  care,  where  it  is  possible, 
that  you  shall  not  suffer  for  them.  "  Sed  hac  hacltnus." 
How  often  have  I  felt,  rather  do  I  feel,  what  you  say  of 
letters,  in  spite  of  all  the  comfort  they  afford.  Distance, 
too,  adds  much  to  separation.  God  knows  I  if  you 
"  karp"  on  melancholy  you  are  sure  to  find  a  unison 
with  me.  Never  restrain  yourself,  that  is  all  I  ask,  and 
the  only  way  a  gleam  of  sunshine  can  ever  be  felt. 

'  Add.  MSS.  377*7.  l  )a 
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Farewell.    I  find  too  many  people  in  town,  Huy  too  few, 
and  never  let  one  re«t  in  these  times  of  (carcity 

.„^  .""   *°'"*   "''''  *"•"'"«  •"  Lord  Harrington'..' 
Md  to-morrow  with  the  wild-cat-she  ha.  found  m^ 

WeMyou         "'"'»"''«'•    "Ticum  fuiunn."    Heaven 

Sunday  mtming—X  went  with  the  wild-cat  to  the 
play.  After  K>me  time  found  myself  in  titrs,  which  the 
•eemed  not  to  have  expected  (I  mean  merely  not  hit 
coming).  He  bowed  in  the  very  odde.t,  and  r,o»t 
marked  manner,  first  to  her,  and  then  to  me,  "I  came 
for  the  pleasure  of  your  company  and  ycuri."  Oh  1 
defend  me,  but  that  is  too  late,  defend  therefore  what  is 
more  dear  to  me  than  myself  from  caprice !  At  times, 
cross  and  distant,  formal  or  reserved,  at  others  how 
different,  yet  never  seeming  to  act,  or  speak  «■  imo 

oTf  "'^T  ''."  S'"*'*""""  "  »  *'"«.  but  a  modern 
one.  What  a  contrast  with  a  character  full  of  romantic 
impudence  (if  I  may  be  allowed  the  expression)  but  with 
still  more  d,fitk  than  vioUnc,  of  passion,  saved  from 
larther  or  greater  miseries,  perhaps  from  the  excess  of 
|U  feeling,.  But  I  do  not  mean.  Heaven  knows!  to 
you,  my  only  comfort,  do  not  wish  to  boast,  well  know- 
ing that  not  to  myself,  but  to  the  coldness  and  indiffer- 
ence  of  another  I  owe  most.  I  know  you  will  forgive  all 
I  say  on  a  subject  that  fills  me  with  shame,  regr?t.  and 
melancholy,  on  which  even  with  you  I  seldom  talk. 
What  I  have  been  writing  has  made  me  as  cold  as  ice 
after  a  hearty  sigh,  I  will  now  be  less  serious 

I  was  to  carry  her  to  Renards'  (the  others  went,  of 
course,  with  us).  We  found  them  not  returned,  and 
back  we  went  to  the  wild-cat's.    She  invited  me  so 

'  OuilM  SUnhope,  third   E.rl  of  Hirrington  (irsj-.gjo)      u.  h.H 
™m.d  in  .779  J"..  S.yn,our.  d.^h,.,  .„d  co'h.i„„  oVsijl  f"™', 

(■780-I85I),  wu  Uler  imou,  to  miu  cucl«,  .«)  w«  S  „  TIh 
P«er.h.m  untU  he  sacceeded  to  th«  E.rldom.   "•""'"  """^  "•  ^^ 
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kindly  up  that  (I  believe  out  of  awkwirdncM)  up  I  wmit. 
She  wit  not  expected  home,  a  few  coalt  were  stirred 
and  reatirred  and  tea  brought.  She  still  pressed  me  to 
stay  and  called  for  cold  meat.  Knowing  perhaps,  that  I 
have  nothing  of  the  iroeiifqualit}  in  my  composition, 
her  invitation  might  be  sincere,  half  an  hour  more  or 
less,  as  I  fancy  the  [illegible]  was  out  of  town,  made  no 
difference :  if  he  was  at  home  I  think  a  dish  of  tea  to 
help  his  "digtslion"  might  have  been  advisable.  In 
short,  to  end  my  story,  tho'  it  would  not  have  been 
remarked  "how  ill  we  all  dissembled."  I  hate  such 
scenes,  tho'  I  sometimes  can  go  tolerably  thro'  the 
acting,  I  excused  myself  as  having  been  up  rather  late 
the  night  before,  and  we  parted.  During  my  short 
journey  home  I  reflected  on  the  wonderfull  licence  some 
enjoy,  guessing  how  they  lead  one  to  a  chaos. 

Monday  tvtning. — This  time  you  shall  not  complain 
of  my  ixaclitudt,  but  if  I  am  ever  too  little  exact  a  vtry 
slight  hint  will  stop  me.  I  have  this  moment  received 
the  official  account  I  enclose.  It  did  not  come  dirtctly 
to  me,  but  that  matters  not.  Seriously,  as  I  think  it  will 
not  be  in  the  papers  as  soon  as  you  receive  this,  the 
intelligence  becomes  interesting  and  is  an  excuse  to  me 
for  indulging  myself  in  what  is,  believe  me,  my  only 
comfort  and  real  pleasure,  if  any  can  be  called  so  in 
absence.  .  .  . 

Another  question  I  did  not  answer  was  about  my 
father's  new  title.'  He  is  called  Marshal,  as  he  <wu 
called  General,  and  that  he  used  always  to  prefer  (not 
being  of  the  Duke  of  Argyle's  opinion),  in  which  he 
was  right  I  think,  for  all  ought  to  think  their  profession, 
be  it  what  it  may,  their  best  title. 

I  am  writing  in  a  hurry  as  you  will  perceive,  expect- 
ing every  moment  to  hear  the  last  bellman. 

I  do  not  dare  read  over  my  lettter  for  fear  I  should 
put  it  into  the  fire,  but  that  you  would  not  like,  and  I 
*  Henry  Seymoar  Conway  wu  created  Field-Manhal  October  13, 1793. 
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God    knowil      I    have 


will   truit   your   indulgence, 
reason. 

I  think  I  may  he.ir  that  poor  Mrs.  C[holmeley]  comet 

wnen   i  thmk  this  decision  may  save,  and  on  vour.^^ 
whenyou  are  together  how  different  wiir.^  and'Z^ 

S;Jn  .L""'"'°""  "  '""■  *"  '"  P"«  ""'  *>  orTa 
g>ven  time  again  to  meet,  her  woes  will  be  told  differ 
entyand  heard  differently  by  you,  on  boTh  ^de.  wUh 
less  melancholy  and  with  le«  agitation. 

or  w^nH*"!!"!'  •'  "'""'*>' ''""«  *'"'""•  'harp  to  excess, 

Take  care  of  yourself,  and  let  me  if  possible  see  vou 
again  at  least  tolerably  well.  ^ 

belim  Uri  Orf'n^H"°u  '  "'^*  "y  ^"''"^  ^"^  '  ''♦her 
'  ^"^  °''°"1-    Heaven  preserve  and  bless  you.' 

Tkt  Hon.  Mrs.  Darner  to  Maty  Berry 

Lo»DOH,  /WA,  M«^m.  DH,mh^  6.  1,93. 

I  feel  uncomfortable  when  more  than  a  dav  or  tu,n 
without  writing  to  you.  Yesterday  evening  ffi  "7^ 
D^c.  of  Berwick"  '  with  Lord  Orford,  I  th1>5ht  '  iw 
or  anoth^  ^  "^''v.wi'h  you.  having  been  on?^y 

tetter  of  T  ^T"'X''  "u"  y°"  •"""  »""  comforting 
letter  of  Tuesday;  but  the  news  sent  to  the  Admiralfv 
m  a  letter  from  Captain  Nugent  •  to  his  wife,  being  2n 

'  Add.  MSS.  37727, 1.  3J. 

■;»3-   Ho»„  w.ip.1.  ™„,io„.  i,  i„'.*",r^°!^v,  ^""'*'  '^^ 

«.  pubU,h«.  ;„,;„,  ^a'T.prinl.d  in'  Xr^H,  HE  ^ui^t 
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believed,  I  thought  It  incumbent  on  me  to  write  to 
Park  Place  and  also  another  letter  on  the  lubject.  This 
took  up  all  my  time  and  did  not  mtnd  my  tamper.  The 
M  tUt  of  this  iDtclligence  it  vanishing  by  degrees,  like  all 
that  hitherto  received,  and  the  general  anxiety  is  great, 
but  of  these  subjects  in  last  page,  not  to  waste  paper, 
as  1  trust  tluH  this  state  will  be  changed. 

I  mutt  not  omit  that  Jerningham's  play  went  off 
well,  the  alterations  were  approved,'  and  Lord  Orf[ord] 
much  more  pleased  than  he  expected,  tho'  he  went 
v)M  iisptud  to  the  Governor.  We  got  in,  and  out, 
with  perfect  ease,  and  he  supped  here  afterwards  with 
Mrs.  Stanhope,*  my  sister,'  and  the  Colmans,*  and  he 
was  in  good  spirits  and  not  fatigued. 

I  have  been  dreading  the  weather  we  have  had  for 
you  some  days  past.  Just  now,  indeed,  'tis  better ; 
therefore,  when  you  tell  me  of  your  cold,  the  pain  of 
surprize  is  not  added.  God  grant  you  continue  at  least, 
as  well  as  you  are.  1  know  you  require,  a  degree  of 
health  that  alas  1  seldom  falls  to  your  share  to  begin  an 
English  winter.  For  the  present,  Heaven  bless  you. 
I  must  go  down  to  my  work,  for  the  probable,  at  least 
possible,  time  of  people  coming  in,  once  begun,  I  am 
but  4a(^  myself,  from  the  expectations  of  interruptions, 
and  have  the  vanity  to  think  you  like  that  but  half 
as  well.  'Tis  a  refinement  when  I  may  expect  further 
leisure  for  I  judge  by  myself,  and  well  know  how  far 
preferable  are  hurried  moments  to  nont.    Farewell. 

Friday  tvtning. — Ih  spitt  of  you  I  am  quiet  to-day. 
You  must  come  and  stt  your  orders  put  in  execution,  or 

*  On  Iht  (nl  night  of  Tkt  Sup  tf  Birwki  the  hooliit  di«d,  bat  on 
the  rabicqacnt  teprcMntationf  her  life  wu  ipered. 

'  The  wife  of  Colonel  Henry  Fitiroy  Stnnhope,  brother  of  Chulet 
Stanhope,  third  Earl  of  Harrington.  Horace  Walpole  write*  of  her  to  Mary 
Berry  a*  "yonr  pretty  friend  Mri.  Stanhope." 

'  The  Dncheu  of  Richmond. 

'  (?)  George  Colman  the  younger  (I76a-il36),  manager  of  Dmty  Lane 
Theatre. 


BERRV8  AT  LITTLE  STRAWBERRY  HILL     ,,3 

"!.      Ill  certain  that  in  the  couric  of  mv  tiu  1 
care  atf^H   ""'  7"  '"co-ider,  I  will,  with  .crupul^u. 

iracr.inuK-  r:;  sis?;  «rrh:f 

remain  .here  you  intend,  they  peri^cutejorwh  S 
company  when  you  do  not  want  them,  and  i^e  a  bar  to 

Sandrhar"'"^"!"'  ""'••»"'•  "'  when  you  a  : 
hem  .0  ,  f'^^'''  "'  "?  •''•*"»^  "  "'ght  be  poJble  for 

/:i^or.s^-:^r^v.a^dthe,^   . 

H^w  nl^f  t  """V  "''""'  y""'  '""^  »"  ♦hat  belongs  to  you 
How  plainly  what  you  tell  me  of  him  proves  that  al 
«a/ sentiments  and  affection,  of  the  mind.^d  ,  fea 

unaltered   by  time,  or   absence,  and    the  latter  ever 

H 
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dangar  ui  and  tpl  lo  b»  rtntwcd.  Th«rc<or«  tion'l 
nuke  too  long  *iiM*  or  th«  piece  ot  "cold  tieganc*" 
will  ttond  a  bad  chance,  but  men  have  an  advantage  M 
it  may  be  »o  termed,  they  0tltop>away,  and  drive  by- 
away  and  game-away,  and  I  know  not  what  awayi 
many  an  infant  pawion  weaken*  it  before  it  comet  to 
itt  growth,  or  ha«  power,  terioualy  to  contend  wltk 
them,  while  a  poor  hclplCM  wuni.in  nourithet  with  care 
a  (mure  tyrant  that  may  denlruy  her,  I  lay  t<  it  can  be 
lo  terined,  becaute  the  (ever  o(  body  and  mind  >ome 
men  live  in  it,  after  all,  a  itate  but  degrading  to 
humanity.  When  you  can  tay  in  truth,  that  I  in  any 
degree  contribute  to  your  com(ort  or  compoture  o( 
mind,  can  I  hear  it  too  often  I  II  it,  Heaven  it  my 
judge  I  my  (irtt  with,  and  my  mind  it  too  apt  to  run  to 
the  pain(ul  idea  of  adding  lo  >our  anxieliei.  How 
then  mutt  1  feel  the  thoutand  kind  method*  your  friend- 
ship taket  to  tooth  the  melancholy  you  immi  I  mutt  at 
timet  tuffer  from  I 

Saturday  mtrnmgt--\  rather  think  I  shall  tend  this 
to-day,  you  may  like  to  find  a  letter  at  York,  and  I  am 
pretty  sure  Lord  Orf[ord]  doc*  not  mean  to  write  again 
this  week.  I  (ear  my  latt  fagt  may  begin  thit  morning. 
At  to  newt  1  ataure  you  the  "  proipect  all  round  "  doe* 
not  clear,  on  the  contrary,  becomet  more  gloomy. 
Lord  Moira  *  got  to  Guernsey,  from  whence  he,  finding 
the  weather  favourable,  tailed  along  the  coatt  at  far  at 
Cherbourg,  where  he  was  saluttd  by  cannon,  no  friendly 
tignal  to  h'.  teen  on  the  whole  coatt,  nor  had  any  firing 
in  thete  parts  been  distinguithed  for  five  days,  by  the 
la!>t  accounts,  from  all  which  circumttancet,  it  is  but 
too  probable  that  the  Royalittt  have  been  driven  back, 
for  want  of  timely  tuccour  and  astistance,  and  that  Lord 

'  Fnndl  Riwdon-Hutingi,  MCond  E«il  or  Molt*  (1754-1MI,  cicaud 
MtrqoU  of  Hutlnct  1817,  wu  unt  in  the  «tl(umn  of  1793  with  t  Britiih 
foKt  lo  rapiiort  •  liilng  of  the  French  Roydiui  in  BrilUny.  Moin  im, 
howtvai ,  nabk  la  Khitn  uiTthiiig. 
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Mttjwd.    Thii  i(  no  Mcrtt  now,  y.i  if  .o„  .hould  m! 
It  only  m  .  iwwH«p.f.  you  mighl  doub.     I^d  u«"! 

confirmaiio,,,  ,nd  wh«.  mu.l  b,  ..riclly  ..*r  J,  .ccou„u 

•re  concerned.  I  meant  not  to  m»  ,„v  mL  .k      T 
me  time,  about  direclinf;  to  you  at  York    iinrfi„-  .1.  . 

L°:.Str  •^'""k*'"  '-'-«'0"  «h£;K'  ;r 

M  It  suited  my  ichemet  to  have  a  frank  :,nA  .i.i  J^'' 
..«o..  probable  th..  by  .o.d./."i""tht;rh::2 
had.  etfer  Jrom  you,  I  wrote  to  hhn  for  o„7  \.!S 
you  hi,  .n.wer  m  the  best  way  of  gvina  you  h^ 
mee-ge  and  only  add  that  he  said,  in  .0  mfny  word, 
before,  ■.     rfiall  no.  write  again    ill  /  h^y^lZlt 

wnted  h.m  from  writing.    I  mean  sending  you  a  Irtter 
<^ay,  and  only  hope  I  am  not  wrong  in  writing  mv«l 
o^y,  but  I  alway,  hate  deferring  becauseldo  SoThtl ' 
from  you,  and  particularly  when   you  . el    me  ?  ma, 
expect  a  long.r  "gap  than  u,ual."  Vour  busT-  i.  c^mj 

•  Th.  b«.l  o*  Mu,  B.n,  eucul«l  by  Mt..  l).i„„. 
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hoM*.  Ill*  Art  II  hM  gone  Ihro'  wm  loo  violml,  and 
•OHM  tmall  crack*  ■pp«w,  alto  a  bitmiih  of  ihtir  making 
on  lh«  righl  cbMk,  which,  itil  Jil  m  fastmil,  lo  a  lac* 
without  a  bimnith  doc*  nol  add  i»  the  likanM*.  HoW' 
*v«r  it  i*  not  *poil«d  (or  (uliirc  vi*w*.  Parcwalt,  and 
hMMn  Mm*  you.' 


Tkt  Hon.  Mrt.  Dmmtr  It  Mmy  Btrrf 

Hav«  no  regret.  Your  letter  yetlerday  neither 
found  me  low  nor  in  pain.  I  had  been  well  »ince  I  la*t 
wrote  In  you.  I  wa«  thu*  at  my  work  quietly,  for  the 
pod  came  in  much  later  than  u*ual.  My  head  wa* 
equal  to  the  fint  part  of  your  letter,  my  heart  felt 
perhap*  leu  equal  lo  the  expre**ioni  of  your  kindna**. 
UiMble  lo  thank  you. 

I  ahall,  depend  on  it,  exactly  follow  your  injunction* 
with  regard  to  Combe.*  They  are  indeed  according 
to  my  own  opinion  and  inclination,  for,  after  alt,  t  never 
knew  good  come  of  courting  bod  •pirit*  out  of  fear. 
Where  is  one  to  atop  or  whither  may  they  not  lead  one  ? 
But  the  "firatling*"  of  my  head  often  require  lo  be 
conBrmed  and  eeconded,  and  I  am  too  ^ipl  lo  be 
negligent,  to  relax  into  a  careletinei*,  wherr  '  /me  am 
offended,  that  doe*   not  deserve  Ih'  '     ..  <  uood 

humour,"  for  1  plainly  perceive  I  ' '  tiXi  ^?  \  'hat 
malice  doe*  not  wither  nor  die  a  ..  oi  t<(i.  1' -n 
un*upported  by  truth,  as  I  had  imagii..  .  .  a!  t! .  hfie  j| 
seed,  once  sown,  grow*  and  flourishes  and  o.  -,  ui  ,  all, 
unless  timely  care  be  taken  to  prevent  it.  not 

sure  I  ever  taw  the  poem  you  mention,  hv  ..tiat  you 
say  brings  some  circumstances  to  my  mind  and  recollec- 

'  A<M.  MSS.  37;i7.  '•  35. 
■  !JM  mtt,  |>.  44. 
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do  I  wondtr  and  Ihtnk  thai  kind   F.i.  ^.    I, 


My  head  leeli  a  little  weak  to-dav  but  free  from  „ 
'  expect  Lord  Orltord]  ,o  call,  a'/d  ^''LSl?  by^TlJ' 
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go  to  my  •iiler'i.  It  ii  the  advantage  o<  suffering,  few 
thing!  have  not  this  light  side !  After  feeling  much  and 
oppresaive  pain,  the  mere  cessation  of  that  pain  be- 
comes a  sotier  species  of  enjoyment.  Would  to  Heaven 
you  did  not  know  this  too  well  t  I  have  not,  I  assure 
you,  ntrdtnt  Lord  Orf[ord].  The  two  plays  in  one 
week  were  his  own  weking,  and  I  could  not  perceive 
him  in  the  slightest  degree  the  worse  for  them.  I 
commonly  enquire  and  take  care  that  he  is  not  alone 
the  whole  evening.  This  has,  I  believe,  been  but  once 
the  case  since  he  came.  We  have  often  been  to  the 
Biis  together,  who  has  an  infinite  regard  for  him,  agd 
1  know  not  anyone,  the  family  excepted,  that  she  sees 
with  more  pleasure.  Poor  Bee  I  how  light  do  her  faults 
appear,  setting  them  at  the  worse,  when  compared 
with  dark  malice  and  the  ruin  of  another's  happiness 
for  a  song.  She  has  not  in  her  whole  composition  a 
grain  of  guile,  or  ill  nature.  I  was  interrupted  by  Lord 
Orf[orri  \  He  came  complaining  and  tired,  having  been, 
he  said,  'talked  to  death  "  [by]  Lady  C.  Tufton  at  Mrs. 
Bute's*  last  night,  ind  is  gone  to  the  Doyleys'.  The 
chad  has  always  a  tendency  to  being  fretful  when  you 
are  not  in  the  way  to  keep  him  in  order,  but  I  know  not 
when  I  have  seen  him  so  little  to,  as  [since]  he  came  to 
town,  which  I  hope  may  be  «<!t  down  to  better  health, 
for  I  am  tun  it  cannot  to  less  anxiety,  less  impatience, 
and  less  fidgtt  about  you.  He  had  had  a  letter  on 
Monday  from  you  without  a  date,  and  would  xvAgutss 
when  it  was  written,  from  whence,  or  when  you  meant 
to  be  in  town.  He  never  supposes  I  can  have  heard, 
and  when  I  tell  him  I  have,  never  minds  one  word^ov 
itU  mi.  I,  therefore,  seeing  which  way  the  wind  sat, 
let  him  run  on,  and  did  not  say  I  had  had  a  letter  with 

>  Charlotte  Jane,  eldest  daughter  and  co-heireai  of  Herbert  Windsor 
Hieknuui,  second  Viscount  Windsor,  married  in  1776  John  Stuart,  fourth  Earl, 
and  afterwards  fint  Marquis,  of  Bute  (1774-1814).  She  died  iii  lloo,  in 
which  year  Lord  Bute  married  again. 
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ajbtt.  For  a  thouwnd  untellable  reasons,  this  is  often 
letter,  and  yet,  naturally,  it  is  a  sort  of  thing  I  do  not 
like,  but  I  am  not  to  be  myself.  I  hinted  not  a  word 
01  your  sister,  you  may  imagine  fuiu  well.  He  does 
not  at  a  1  expect  to  see  either  of  you,  I  know,  but  often 
talks  with  regret  of  the  delicacy  of  your  constitutions, 
and  repeats  that  you  are  never  both  well  together,— if 
the  one  is  better,  the  other  is  unwell. 

„„.'  'f  ^*f  ^°"  '"'*  "«'«<»  encouragement  about 
your  play,'  for  I  want  you  to  go  on  with  it,  quite  con- 
vinced you  can  succeed,  for  I  don't  ^w  »/  my  iudge- 
ment,  tho  I  am  quite  satisfied  with  you  having  mor, 
bl^  ou"  '"  "''  "*"=«0"'"'"»  "°w.  for  to-night,  heaven 

TiuriJaj,  womw^.-Think  of  Sheridan,'  Lord  Lauder- 
dale,' and  Mrs.  Grey,  going  j'fsttrday  in  a  sort  of 
ifpttatton  to  demand  the  suspension  of  the  sentence 
against  one  Muir'  (I  think  the  name  is,  you  will  have 
read  of  him),  who  was  legally  tried,  condemned,  and 
in  open  day,  thro'  a  hissing,  shouting  populace,  con- 
ducted o  prison  in  Scotland,  and  having  been  found 
puty  of  writing  seditious  pamphlets,  he  U  now  in  the 
Hulks,  sentenced  to  be  transported,  and  thither,  with 

'MuyBaty  wu  writing  .  comedy  in  £»  acU.  fajimuM,  Friaub 
Jrtkh  »M  l.,er  pUyed  .t  St,.wb.„y  Hill,  and  in  M.y  ,8<»  w„  producril; 
Diuiy  Une,  where  ll  proved  a  bilnre.  """c™  u 

•  RichKd  Briniley  Slieridan,  dranutiit  and  politician  (I»5f-i8i«) 

•  Jan.«i  Maitland,  eighth  Earl  of  Lauderdale  (1739-1839) 

j»«.  ^'"^^T;,  w"'*' '°  '™^""'''°  '"•  "^^  ^  "''«"■■ 

H™':r?f  V*°i"^.*J*'  •i',*-""™*  April  "-de  .  fi^Uier  p«>te.t  in  the 
i^ lis  «■  .  y,°°  ^  •■"  '"''  """■"  '■»•  o'  •  •imiUr  kind  in  not 
S,T^  I^  M«««eld  in  .n.w.r  to  Lord  Uuderdal.-.  motion  for  overh."' 

i^.,^r°r'  T""'  *•"''  •°<'  f"""-  H«  compUtelr  o«r«t  aU 
L^derdale  .  icts,  hi.  Uw,  hi.  argument.,  and  hi.  iniirence. ;  and  the  C 
proof  I  can  g,,.  ,on  of  it.  efcct,  i.  that  it  appear«i  to  be  .poken  a.  /«/  a. 
.n^««uld  wuh,  and  that  he  wa^  after  the  firat  6«  minnt^  a.  com^'e" 

My«a««  -The  D»ke  of  Porttand  to  Willi«n  Windh«»  (IViJum 
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the  addition  oJ  C.'i  ion,  did  they  go  to  visit  this  mil- 
weant.  It  was  to  Dundas*  that  they  came,  declaring 
themielvet  determined  to  pursue  this  business  to  the 
utmost,  both  in  Parliament  and  out  of  Parliament.  He 
answered  them  that  there  were  proper  methods  to 
be  taken,  if  they  chose  to  make  enquiries  concerning 
any  criminal,  which  they  might  take  at  pleasure ;  after- 
wards drolly  asked  Lord  Lauderdale  if  he  was  not  very 
sorry  for  the  loss  of  his  friends  in  France.  He  had  not 
a  word  to  say,  but  Sheridan  said  sharply,  "Aye,  you 
mmisters  have  suffered  all  the  good  ones  to  be  murdered  • 
those  that  are  left  now  are  too  bad  to  deal  with."  News 
I  have  none,  Lord  Howe  as  you  will  know  returned, 
without,  however,  the  loss  of  a  frigate  as  it  was  reported. 
As  to  your  Amor  Patria,  a  few  hints  of  yours  have  quite 
satisBed  me,  and  without  them  I  should  have  rested 
I  should  not  likt  differing  with  you  in  common  poUtics, 
but  in  these  so  »«common  it  would  set  me  sadly  at 
variance  with  mystlf. 

I  have  only  to  add  farewell,  since  morning.  I  say 
nothing  of  my  near  hope  of  seeing  you,  need  I  1  How 
and  what  I  feel  you  know.  This  I  think,  will,  for  this 
time  be  my  last  letter  to  you.  I  will  send  it  now 
not  be  "too  exact"  at  last,  and  allowing  for  delayi 
of  the  post,  you  may  not  have  it  long  before  you 
set  out.  Heaven  preserve  and  bless  you.  Farewell 
farewell.'  ' 


The  year  1,94  was  uneventful  for  the  Berrys.  The 
early  part  they  spent  at  Little  Strawberry  Hill,  and  in 
July  Agnes  went  to  Cheltenham  with  Mrs.  Lockhart, 
and  Mary  and  her  father  to  Park  Place  as  guests  of  the 
Conways.    In  September  the  family  rented  for  a  month 

'  Heiirr  Dundu,  •Iteiwards  first  Viscount  Melville  (l>43-lgii)   ,,  this 
lime  Secretary  ofStmIe  for  the  Home  Depertment  "       "" 

'  Add  MSS.  3;7a7.  <■  yi. 
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fto.pect  House  near  Broad.tair,,  where  there  wu 
plenty  of  company  both  near  them  and  at  Kinngale 
and  Margate.  There  the  MiM  Berry.  6r,t  made  the 
»cquamt«,ce  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Greathead.'  who  h«I  been 
known  to  their  father  for  several  years. 


Tht  Hon.  Mrs.  Damtr  to  Mary  Birry 

LOHDOH,  April  1%,  i;94. 

The  pleasure  and  comfort  which  the  idea  of  seeine 
you  «^ner  than  I  expected  has  given  me  a  feell  Tel"? 
wish  to  combat,  certain  that  it  cannot  Ir,d  me  to 
interfere  with  what  may  be  for  your  goo<!  Th^skv 
»^louded  over,  and  should  the  father  change  I  AaX 
see  you  to-morrow  without  a  regret.    For  a  vronder  a, 

what  you  would  wish.  To-morrow  Mrs.  Hervey's  is  " 
'^.  and  I  may  choose  what  part  of  it  I  am  to  pIJ  »h^e 
and  am  not  expected  for  the  whole.    I  shall,  U,erefo«' 

a  tods  "  Vh".t  t^  <'.r°"""  y°">  ^  '""8  as  I  Tgkt 
atterw^rds.    That  being  the  case,  you  will,  as  I  imagine 

«^f^^"h^,'°  ^^'^  0^[°"1]-  You 'will  havfw 
callage.  I  shall  come  afterwards  to  Brerkeleyl  Souare 
and  W.1I  set  you  down  at  home.  I  beliUe  tWs  is  whal 
you  would  prefer,  things  being  as  they  are  £ 
ell  h.n»  to  have  his  u^b  in  readiness.  I  i^nt  him  a  note 
to  say  I  would  come  to  him  this  evening,  b,,°don^ 
care  for  me,  and  says  "as  they  come  to-morro*"  that 

«^^r.^:-T„  TnsT^--?;;-?.  i>^-v:1l^ 
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h«  shall  go  thit  evening  to  Lady  Bute't."  H«  deiiree 
me  to  tell  you  in  his  note,  that  having  no  further  newi 
for  you  ("  I  lent  the  victory  yatterday,"  is  hit  expretiion) 
he  does  not  write  to  you  to-day.  I  really  am  glad  you 
give  up  the  play  for  the  day  on  which  you  arrive.  The 
hurry  would  be  uncomfortable,  to  say  nothing  of  the 
fatigue,  which  I  should  feel,  even  if  you  did  not.  So 
much  for  arrangements,  and  I  hope  I  am  clear.  Further 
preliminaries  or  rather  arlicUs  we  will  settle  when  we  meet. 

I  am  grieved  at  what  you  say  respecting which 

I  see  in  a  sad,  dangerous  light,  'tis  so  like  that  common- 
place jeu  of  modern  gallantry— an  affected  quarrel,  a 
separation,  a  marriage,  and  then  a  reconciliation  carried 
on  coolly  with  scarcely  a  shadow  of  passion  on  one 
side,  while  the  wretched  victim,  robbed  of  innocence 
and  peace,  is  by  real  passion  torn  and  distracted.  I 
know  nothing,  and  too  well  I  do  know  nothing  so 
cruel  and  mortifying  to  a  proud  soul  as  that  ful  of  subjec- 
tion, being  at  the  disposal  of  what  one  can  not  know  as 
well  as  love,  for  so  it  is.  Whatever  other  qualities 
even  may  be  negatively  good,  even  where  passion  is 
concerned,  who  can  in  their  judgement  admire  a  cold 
heart  that  allows  interest,  selfish  considerations,  and 
even  convenience  to  step  in,  and  set  by  all  the  su0ering 
occasioned  to  another ;  and  the  worst  of  wertts  is  where 
anyone  is  not  sensible  of  their  own  situation,  for  'n  this 
I  am  certain,  confidenct  is  ri>in — I  mean  confidence  in 
themselves,  chance,  indifferer  ce  in  another  and  avoiding 
an  unequal  conflict,  are  the  only  hopes  of  security. 
Merciful  Heaven  will  surely  at  some  period  look  with 
an  eye  of  pity  on  the  sufferings  of  the  virtuous  minds, 
unable  at  ai:  times  to  stem  the  dreadful  tide  of  passion  I 
"  utor ptrmissis  "  I  may  say,  I  am  indulging  myself  in  a 
letter  but  you  said  that  I  might  write  to  Farnham  or  send 
a  note  to  North  Audley  Street,  and  I  was  uncomfortably 
hurried  yesterday.  You  ask  me  what  is  my  English 
castU.    A  few,  a  very  few  rooms  in  a  good  farmer's 
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teJT  T'aa^'  •*■' '  *"'  '**•*'  •O'"'  *™«.  •"««  •• 

lown.  laddowroomwhenthecMtleitiWiAMW.  Urn 
,u,te  .eriou,  for  .he  more  I  .e.  .he  more  I  1  co" 
vinced.  .h.t  in  i,s«lf,  .ha.  U  the  wrt  of  place  b»  ^y 

llir.'"*'/?J^'"?  "■"'  '  •'"»'''*  P'«'"'  but  abou. 
/««»-the  only  ttimg  I  can  command-l  have  a  melan- 

haUn^r  ^^^"u''  *•""  '"''"'*  coinp^ed  »nd  put  in  .he 
b^ance  wi.h  wha.  really  in»ere.t?  no.  the  -amima/"- 
wha.  can  iignifyl  A>  on  .hit  lubjec.  I  do  no.  even 
wish  .0  feel  otherwiM.  I  shall  not  complain. 

Lord  Orfford]  tent  me  Mrs.  Pioui.i    i  read  tut.  .he 

r^S"?'"!'""  """  *'"•  '"™  ^'^^  »•"  book  «h»t  J  may 
read  ,.  w.  h  your  mark,,  for  .ha.  I  do  love.  Tha.  I  may 
no.  forget,  Lord  Orf[ord]  came  here  and  goes  .o3 
Bu.e  on  .he  score  of  i..  being  a  ground  floor.  Whether 
or  no.  he  will  U,ink  himself  able  .0  come  .0  youT 

nrrsh.li  ^r  t-  " ,"'  '"^''  ""^  *"»«  y°"  ~««^ 

trouble,  as  I  shall  .ake  care  and  find  out  that  from  him 
to-morrow.    Heaven  bl-.ss  you.    I  hope  you  have  n" 

?h.t  is^'^n'.  '°''*"^  7^'"  "^  '°"8.  or  too  frequent. 
That  IS  all  I  require,  I  do  xvoX/orbid  them.  That  would 
mdeed  be  too  like  the  poor  fox,  "  a  chicken  too  might  do 
me  good."  Farewell,  and  rest  assured  that  the  gfeates" 
comfort  I  can  receive  on  earth  is  from  the  idea  of 
W«.5^a?  '  ''°"'°'''"°"  '»  y""-    On«=«  more.  Heaven 
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Goodwood,  Saluria,  M,rni,^,  OcMtr  ig,  ,,^ 

.n  "*"^"  u"^''*  y°"  ^^""'"^  '^"'  '^on^''*"  i"  what  state 
your  mmd  happens  to  be  when  you  write,  speak,  or  do 
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ml  ipMk,  to  me.'    That  ii  one  of  the  few  privileset 
I  have  alwayi  lo  earnestly  entreated  of  you,— and  indeed 
I  have  entreated  none  of  you  that  I  have  not  thought 
necessary  to  the  perfect  and  unchanging  preservation  of 
our  friendship— nor,  I  think,  am  1  quite  without  know- 
ledge of  the  human  heart — I  should  not  be  so  at  least, 
for  I  have  seen  a  sad  variety,  yet  still  in  some  points  all 
agreeing.    1  would  most  willingly  assist  and  support 
you  in  the  resolutions  you  hint  at  respecting  your  com- 
panions—nay, all  I  can  do  from  this  moment  I  will  do 
—but  you  must  mind  me— You  certainly  are  apt  to 
think  too  deeply  on  all  subjects,  as  I  have  more  than 
once  said  to  you,  and  you  so  devote  yourself  and  every 
thought,  and  exertion  of  your  mind  to  what  ought  to  4r, 
that  you  do  not  sufficiently  attend  to  what  tan  it— 
hence,  from  the  very  superior  strength  and  excellence 
of  your  character,  less  happyness  to  yourself  and  leu 
advantage  to  those  you  would  serve  at  the  expense  of 
your  own  quiet  and  comfort.    I  am  thoroughly  con- 
vinced that  if  you  really  and  seriously  set  about  "pleas- 
ing yourself  more,"  you  will  please  your  companions 
more,  and  that  by  greater  ease  on  common  occurrences, 
you  will  acquire  greater  power  of  persuading  or  con- 
vincing  on  serious  occasions,  and  where  the  exertion  of 
your  better  judgement  is  more  absolutely  required.    I 
know  not  if  1  am  understood,  but  if  you  really  think  on 
this  that  my  judgement  will  not  fail  me,  and  you  know 

'  Mn.  Dtmtr  hmd  ben  iimmoned  to  Goodwood,  whtn  her  iliui  the 
Oackca  of  Rlcbmoad,  had  nddeiUy  been  taken  ill. 

Mn.  Demer  had  in  the  pcerioiu  month  lemoTed  Irom  SackTilla  Street 
London,  to  9  Upi)er  Brook  Street,  where  Horace  Walpole  Tiaited  her  00' 
Sejueoiber  a;.  "I  went  yeuerdaj  to  Mn.  Damer."  he  wrote  to  the  Berm 
on  the  following  day,  "and  had  a  gUmpK  of  her  new  houae;  literally  a 
liimpK,  for  I  aaw  but  one  room  on  the  fint  floor,  where  ihe  had  lighted  a 
fire,  ttel  I  might  not  moont  two  flight! :  and  aa  it  wat  eight  o'ckick 
"d  quite  dark,  ahe  only  opened  a  door  or  two,  and  gare  me  a  aftt,, 
Tiew  into  them.  One  blemiah  I  had  deicried  at  fint ;  the  hooie  haa  a 
eoinet  arrival  Uke  her  fcther-i.  Ah  me  I  who  does  not  love  to  be  led  thtongh 
Ihe  public.  ^ 
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^^  '^"u""*'  '•'  •»•  •"•»'  ""ore  of  it.    Tell  m. 

me   on    thi.   .ubject,    I    will    "correct   your   W/"* 
Zt       ""'"  -""'•y  "•  "  '  *"  "<>•  '«'  Pro^d  o, 

uJi^thTZ'n^  '"'^u-'  •'■"  '"°«'«"'  «"ive  the 

s^;re,^^:^:::^z-d« 

no.  equally  do  for  yora^r;h"^re.Th«d.ri/""^o' 
deferred  my  going  till  Wednesday,  for  I  .hall  alwav,  feri 
m  that  as.  that  I  ought  not  to  .ee  you  andTnd^d 
arriving,  as  it  were,  the  same  day  in  town  lia,  h-^.? 
.voided.  A  day  or  two  longer^ereTas^^lMh^'t 
the  present  state  of  things  I  believe,  were  yTu  ySi rJlf 
a  witness,  you  would  think  little  necesurv  i^^^i 
respecting  Physicians,  &c..  &c., ,  do  flitter  ^selAha 
have  been  of  real  and  serious  use,  but  as  to  ««^!^ 

L;  "Shetad"];  f "'  ""  "  "J""'"  °'  -  houS^- 
day.  She  had,  I  dare  say,  rather  I  stayed  in  the  hou«^ 
than  no^  at  any  time,  as  .  am  ,.  w4_„d  rnSh" 

•  The  DwiKH  of  Richmond,  th<  hoilo.  of  Goodwood. 
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inMntible  to  neglect  on  one  tide,  or  tdMliont  en  Um 
other— but  devoUng  tiiM  and  lir*  where  there  ii  neither 
•ympathy  nor  limilerity  o(  character,  I  am  persuaded, 
never  yet  made  the  happyneee  of  any  two,  or  one  of 
two,  perfont  living. 

I  ihall  probably  set  out  late  on  Wednesday,  sleep  at 
Oodalming,  and  get  to  town  the  next  morning.— I  do 
assure  you  that  this  place  is  now  anything  but  pleaaani, 
or  comfortable,— lis  an  uncertainly  o(  hours— and  such 
•hoala  of  heterogeneous  bodies— officers  and  the  Lor»i 
knows  who,  reviews,  and  long  dinners,  at  which  we 
must  assist,  and  TeM,  out  of  mere  civility  you  will 
think,  I  walk  with  and  see  much  more  of  than  I  wish, 
or  than  my  spirits  have  felt  equal  to.  She,  however,  is 
always  wishing  to  oblige,  and  is  quite  on  the  right  side 
of  the  question  respecting  my  sister.  I  often  repeat  to 
myseU  your  expression  "how  few  are  those  that  one 
may  not  know  too  well."  You  will  either  send  me  a 
letter  here,  or  not,  as  you  like,  or  om,  as  far  as 
Wednesday  morn.  (I  mean  one  sent  on  Monday  or 
Tuesday)  I  shall  receive ;  or  perhaps  I  may  find  one  on 
Thursday  when  I  come  to  town  to  comfort  and  con- 
sole me. 

I  am  not  quite  sure  what  you  mean  at  the  end  of 
your  last  letter  bul  one  about  manntr.  I  wish  I  was. 
Surely  it  is  not  again  my  manner  to  you.  You  will 
really  make  me  quite  miserable.  I  wrote  to  you  on  the 
day  you  desired,  that  is,  sent  my  letter  the  day  after  1 
received  yours,  and  that  you  could  only  have  yesterday. 
Tis  as  well ;  you  might,  perhaps  have  desired  me,  as 
my  time  for  going  wus  so  near,  to  meet  you  in  town, 
and  I  believe  'tis  better  I  should  not,  upon  the  whole! 
I  do  not  send  you  Lord  Orf[ord]«  Wtters,  but  keep 
them  carefully  for  you,  as  you  may  imagine.  You  will 
tell  me  when  you  would  have  them  again.  Not  a 
word  did  1  know  of  Mrs.  Sfanjhope].  I  quite  agree 
with  you,  she  tmtj/  do  in  (he  vortex,  but   she  must 
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btWMf  of  bMioiBcing  too  /mmun^  or  .h.  -  ii  .. 
•o  me  no  more.— Poor  uJ^^iT^l  .  , .  "'"  *"*^ 
<*•  01  meTuiJof  h7r  .i^^  Chomfeley]  |  „„  „^,j^ 
Th.»  die  will  conlinuV  .  '?  f  ^'^  "y-  "•«««'y. 

on  .he  .ub^.  .oS7u;L""cor~  ^  "^''^''^ 
neceewy.  ^^  commenh  at  prcMnt 

•rrived   after    ewhtmT^i;."  u       "'«'"   **'•   ^"n°« 
IndiM.    tX  with  T^^ '''"""  '""»  ••••  We.. 
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son.,  ta,  ^  ,„:  ™"  ,^Sd  .         !"  "^  I"  " 

'  Add.  MSS.  377»7,  r.  ije. 
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WM  |wr<M«ly  in  good  humour,  »nd  new  did  1  im  him 
•how  to  mu  iMfwIienc*.  V«t,  m  I  know,  Itaving  lhi« 
pltc*  WM  ■  relief  lo  him,  I  could  not  wiih  him  to  ttey. 
I  wii  particularly  pleased  with  the  JmtHa  he  did  my 
mother,  and  nothing  but  having  wen  her  himtetf  at 
this  trying  momml  would  have  convinced  him.  or 
even  given  him  any  idea  of  her  conduct,  itentlene**, 
and  composure.' 

I  have  read  over  and  over  what  you  lay  o<  future 
plant  for  my  mother,— Oh,  my  friend!  "ThU  tiring 
indeed  like  all  others,  touched  by  either,  vibratet  equally 
in  the  breast  of  both."  I  can  tell  you,  and  I  need  not 
add  with  comfort  to  myielf,  that  at  preeent  my  mother 
•eemt  perfectly  diipoeed  to  enter  into  every  reasonable 
arrangement,  and  not  at  all  objecti  to  my  tolicituHe  to 
find  her  a  house  in  mr  neighbourhood.  She  teemt  also 
to  have  entirely  made  up  her  mind  to  parting  with  thit 
place,  and  thete  are  the  two  great  objectt  of  my  solicit 
tude  for  her,  as  unlets  she  does  part  with  this  place  the 
remainder  of  her  life  will  be  a  scene  of  uncomfort  and 
derangement  Never  did  you  tee  a  creature  to  unused 
and  so  unequal  to  business.  Thank  Heaven  I  she  is 
sensible  of  this  herself.— All  this  nearly  Lord  Orf[ord] 
will  have  told  you,  but  you  do  not  mind  repetitions. 
At  you  make  me  your  ^onfuitr  'tis  but  fair  I  in  return 
should  confess  my  faith  to  you.  1  will  therefore  an/tss 
thai  standing  I  know  not  how  long  in  my  father's  room 
(1  before  mentioned)  with  my  uprit  tlordrt,  sitting, 
examining  and  arranging,  ftc,  ftc,  I  this  morning  iound 
my  knee,  on  which  1  had  omitted  to  put  the  bandage,  so 
bad  that  I  with  difficulty  go  upstairs-  But  I  will,  I 
promise  you,  be  more  careful.  I  rubbed  and  band  Jed 
if  up  immediately,  sat  quiet  for  some  time,  and  now  ump 
about  with  great  care,  and  already  I  feel  it  better,  so 
that  I  trust  and  believe  that  what  I  then  felt  was  tem- 

'  FMldMsnlKl  the  Hon.  Hraiy  Seymogi  Conway  dM  at  Puk  PUce 
Jaljr  9, 179;.  ia  hn  Kroity.lifth  jrau.  ' 
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••••lly  erut,  and  ..is.  *.      '  "*^  window  I    ||  f, 

»y«lf  only  be  much  re^etT^d  tk  '*'  "  "S^* 
•^  eternal  ,torm  u»d  X.tl     L  .f*  **  *  »0"««hin, 

wood  and  rvergreenm  the  winrf  i  k  ^  •"*"  ^  **'''=^ 
one-.  he«l  .nd Sin.  ,he  hlh  !'"*  '''°*'"«  "«' 
I  M.  Jhe  more  .eS  f,  ,h.  ?'"'  "•«••  ^o  all  thi. 
'•jr  me,  and  af.eTa  Mh  'bLam  «  mer"  ""  1'  "^  •^"P 
Pl.c.  are  no.  of  0,0..  ,h.,  dS  me  „^.°'  '"  '"'*"'* 

'oily  01  .tre.ch?i'  onS7v^.,t'^,r'"''/''""y  "^  *« 
What  matter,  thfu^d.  of  Tcr^''^"''.^""'''  '"'^"•• 
•  ultivation  of  whicli  «n.  .        f    '    "  **"  order  and 

.  .omT,  rtrolTftaJe":  ^T,*.  m''^^'  ,^'"'  •*""«>• 
>M«to  the  Uw  his  not  ZIH  a  T  ''  P'*»*"'"«  °w 
when  my  reflection.  ilZ^JZ„r  T"  '  «"» 
o'  ti..  pride  and  plea.ure  ot  /  r^ht  "th!"  '  """^ 
«ion  of  hi  mo.t  ffrateful  h„..,.  ,    '  ""  occupa- 

hi.  hand^now  SSa  Krunk'n""""'^  """" 
PWhap.  to  be  mangled  and  ^?,„ji"°*"  Po«Mor, 
Interest,  or  fal«!  Ta.1e  1  aII;  ?'^'  '  '"'^  '°  ^ile 
w  -hilo.ophic.      '-"•--^'*">'  >»<"  «/»*.-!  am  not 

wiJin;t-'her7rom'yo?L5*.h'"'"'^  '"*'"'"  -«« 
came.  Whence  o7^o„!  Ih^l  k  *.  """'"8  y""'  '«««" 
to  m.  what  I  Z^ZhZnV"''T"T' '''''"'' 
•»lk  of  "clouding  4- P  ospec!."  LT  T^  '"''*»•' 
would  appear  to  m^wC  '  «  f  "'"""'  '^"y 
•hat  I  did  not  .end  a  letter U?n  *'"  """^  "°^ 

rather  to  have  one  to4;Th7r«vr  '"^''  "P^**" 
'      """  '  S*"'  up  a  gratifica- 
I 
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Iton  to  myMM  you  will  know  in  not  wnding  ona, .  -^ 
Indatd  ol  latt  I  knc>w  not  how  il  it,  bul  I  tm  obi' 
to  mIcuUI*  and   nf-cslculal«  Mora   I   can 
myMlf  Uiat  many  mora  day*  are  not  r^^iad  II 
an  paaaad ;  hcnca  I  am  obliged  lo     y     (/m^ 
or  you  would  have  lattan  from  ma  i<  ry  day.    t,.*t 
I  mutt  advtrl  to  on*  part  o<  your  Mtar.    My  dear  loul  I 
ia  not  a  progrcMivc  am«n'*<nrnt  in  diaordan  ol  Iha 
mind  or  body,  all  wt  can  ixt^ct  and  almott  all  wa 
aakf      For    Htavan'i  lakr,    conaidar   not   lo  deeply 
circumatancat  in  aomc  iti^rr.t  common  to  all,  di^nid 
on  what  I  My.    At  th-  y*m':  lime,  do  not  think  I  (aal 
olherwiM  than  I  dc  -iii  ')ial  affecti  you  that  I  do  not 
rtgret  paat  cauiea  >•>  '  unipl.'inlt  hi  '   ,:ri<'V(  at  any 
praaant  (or  you,  moir,  an.'  yi '>  win  bclirve  t  wy  it 
with  truth  more  than  f(>r  my  .e'l  I  eve-  coul'l.-  Continue 
but  to  depoait  every  thou^'ht  i"  \ny  lir<>a-.t;  vuu  know 
il  you  will  find  there  a  iymp.ithitii!^  heart.  -I^r  aaiured 
that  you  will  in  time  wholly  conquer  Ihcic  unpleaaant 
aaniationi  and  momentoa,  and  morl  parlieulirly  if  Time 
pay*  you  any  o(  the  long  arrrarx  o(   comforta  and 
enjoyment!   due   to  your  virtuea.— Por  it   i*  certain, 
placed  in  a  aituation,  aa  you  often  aay,  *o  unfitted  to  a 
mind  like  your*,  aurrounded  by  thoie  am<^ng  whom 
(in  apite  of  their  many  and  aeparate  merit*)  you  might 
frequently  exclaim  with  poor  Ovid  "  /lie  iariarm  votar 
fuia  Hon  imltUifor  at  iltis"  that  mind  mutt  tufler  and 
communicate  it*  want  of  repoae  to  every  nerve  of  your 
delicate  frame.— Ala*  I  that  thi*  *hould  not  be  evident 
and  that  you  ^ould  not  be  even  spand  by  tho*e  who 
love  you  moat.    For  Heaven'*  *ake  I  at  leaat  remember 
that  you  art  "eemrinad,"  and  follow  up  the  convictions, 
that  thoae  who  art  different  from  younelf  are  never 
to  be  made  like  your*elf — and  do  not  take  up  thing*  (or 
other*  lu  much  more  lerioualy  than  they  do  (or  them- 
selvei,  nor  think  that  every  clouded  brow  provea  a 
broken  heart. 


I 
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i-t*  VS'S'.J  r/^wrth  'Jl  "•'•  "^ "«-  -» 

W»«rto.  «d  „o*  to  h.S  ^ri'  ""T  ""  P'*^ 
«««'*..  ytt  «  Ihta  p^,"! '^:f"'H«  0,,  might 

won*  '^  ^"  "'•  •"«'  «'»'y.  but  it  m>gtn  b« 

h*.X^,.^pSls\;;?.r "';«;:"'  -""^  ••«• 

'"«  upon  thm  o^.io^'.'*' •'^'  >""  "•"•  no.p,rit. 
«ber«/or«,  mi,  JourJl  */!!  *•'*  ^onw'nrt.  Do  not, 
J.,  only  ow  *^  i^Lw     :.,   .'^"  *'"  '••"»*" 

'     ."  ooth;  for  our  X«n.r''^y  •?»'■«'*'=• 
."  ■>  «/  Wirt  it  over,  bT^tl*!'  k     '"•'•"'^'""y.  '  en 

'  "•y  look  to  the  inly  plr..„re  ,V°*  *"•"  *«»'" 
aeeingyou.  '  P'e««ure  I  have  on  earth— 

'-pleM«i  that  you  .hewed  your  play  to  P,.^^,. 

««"« «... T«ss^u ;•*,»  •nr.:!i";  ^-^^^r'^^ 
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bat  if  I  could  jutt  now  be  JivtrUd,  1  ihould,  for  you 
put  m«  in  mind  of  the  Pernan  or  I  know  not  what 
tales — lome  persons  always  looking  fo'  something,  or 
somebody  not  to  be  'ound.  You  are  looking  for  one 
that  does  not  admire  your  Play,  on  whom  you  mean  to 
fin  ytnr  faith,  and  then,  I  suppose,  burn  your  books — 
not  exactly  the  case  with  autktrs  in  general,  nor  do  I 
believe,  if  ever  allowed  to  see  the  light,  will  ytur  play 
have  the  fate  of  pU^t  in  gtntnU. 

As  you  say  of  your  health,  I  must  say  of  my  knee, 
"nothing  either  good  or  bad."  When  I  keep  it  quiet, 
that  is,  scarcely  use  it,  I  find  it  better,  but  if  this  is  to 
continue,  'tis  to  me  a  melancholy  consideration,  but  I 
will  haft  as  long  as  I  can,  and  try  all  I  can — who  can 
do  more  t  Mr.  Tayler  (for  you  love  details)  is  a  serious 
nuisance,  he  is  frowarder,  more  troublesome,  and  more 
vulgar  than  before,  and  always  here. — Tis  to  me  pro- 
voking that  when  my  mother  had  so  good  an  oppor- 
tunity as  the  present  melancholy  circumstances  afford, 
she  did  not  (making  all  the  necessary  use  of  him  as  to 
the  Lavendas  and  the  Patent)  so  settles  matters  as  ttiat 
he  should  not  be  our  constant  companion. — ^They  are 
now,  have  been,  telling  me  it  is  past  time. 

Again  as  to  Cheltenham,'  be  assured  I  speak  from 
my  heart  and  only  give  the  advice  I  would  take.  God 
grant  this,  or  something  may  change  and  give  a  turn  to 
all  the  many  anxieties  that  oppress  you  or  at  least  suspend 
them.  Write  to  me,  as  you  say,  if  possible  often  tho' 
it  be  even  but  a  few  lines.  I  should  have  added  on  the 
subject  of  Mr.  Tayler  that  my  mother  said  she  had  told 
him  he  is  only  to  come  on  invitation  when  she  is  in 
town,  and  to  have  additional  salary  in  consequence ;  but 
then  she  talks  of  staying  here  at  times  as  if  she  meant 

not  only  «  man  of  the  moit  eDHghtcned  mind,  bat  one  of  the  Idndeit  dis- 
potitiou  I  know.  I  flatter  myself  he  rety  «incenly  reciprocatet  the  firiendihip 
we  hiive  for  him." 

'  Agnei  Berry  wai  at  Cheltenham  with  Mn.  Locfchart 


J"H.X     ,-Uy,A„,    K«.S..    ,.K„,t,,„K„KSV,IKV,     , 
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you.  *""'  *"''   "••ven  preserve  and   ble.8 

n.o«  Heaven  preservj  anS'^le;!  ytu?  ""  """■    °"'' 
'.WAMSS.  377.7,  r.i»l 


'  ^t^soij^^am^^mim^mifi^i^m. 


SECTION  IV 


THE  LOVB-STORY  OP  MARY  BBRRT  (1795-I796) 

Mliy  B«rry  in  lore  at  lixttm— H«r  one  lerioiu  lovt^ftiir — Genanl  Cluvlet 
O'Han — Hii  euly  career — He  first  meets  Mary  Berry — HU  fnrther 
career-i-At  Gibraltar  and  Toulon — Imprisoned  in  tbei  Luaemboarg — On 
his  retim  proposes  to  Mary  Berry — She  accepts  Ilim — The  engafeacnt 
liept  a  secret  from  all  but  Mrs.  Daaer— The  death  of  Field-Marshal  the 
Hon.  H.  S.  Conway— Correspondence,  mainly  eonceminc  cyHara,  be- 
twees  Mrs.  Damer  and  Mary  Berry— Agnes  Berry's  tove-aHair — The 
departure  of  O'Hara  to  take  op  the  Gorcmorship  of  Gibraltar— a  pen- 
portrait  of  O'Hara  at  Gibraltar— Mary  Berry's  reasona  for  not  martyinc 
him  before  his  departure— The  bcitking  olT  of  th<  enpgtneat— Maiy 
Berry's  regrets  ailef  forty  years. 

MARY  BERRY,  in  her  "  Notet  of  Early  Life," 
mentions  that  in  1779,  when  (he  wai 
sixteen  years  old,  she  conceived  a  girlish 
passion  for  a  Mr.  Bowman,  which,  owing 
to  the  wise  intervention  of  her  relatives,  was  nipped 
in  the  bud.  The  one  serious  love-affair  of  her  life, 
however,  did  not  occur  until  1794,  when  she  was 
thirty-one.  Then  she  lost  her  heart  to  General  O'Hara. 
The  story  is  briefly  alluded  to  in  Mary  Berry's  Jottnub, 
where  there  is  a  passing  reference  to  a  packet  of  letters. 
It  is  a  selection  of  these  letters  that  is  now  for  the  first 
time  published. 

O'Hara,  who  was  born  about  1740,  was  an  illegitimate 
son  of  James  O'Hara,  second  Lord  Tyrawley.  Sent  at 
an  early  age  to  Westminster  School,  he  left  there  in 
1752,  when  he  was  appointed  to  a  cornetcy  in  the  3rd 
Dragoons.    Four  years   later  he  was  a  lieutenant  in 
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to    Portuoal   ..    -      .  "i'naen  (1759),  and   went 

ronugal   at    quarter-maiter-oeneral  nf   «»,-  . 
under  Lord  T>,w,.y  ,„  .,.  c.™'  ^'^'o',         '',7.^ 

able  mention    n  despatches     H,  ™,.      .u  !?  "°"°"'- 
at  Yorklown  ,-j    "^'Pa'cnes.     He  was  with  Cornwallis 

whin  T       '        *^'  ""P*  P"'"""-  ""«"  February  .782 
wnen  he  was  exchanced     r.(»».  u-       ,  '^   "    ' 

dom  made  .t  advisable  for  him  in  the  folio^"g  y  ar"' 

cr^h7fhe;^r:h^-»'^^^^^^^^^^ 

OHara-I  know  not  how  or  why,  but  shall  be 

Geneiml  Sir  Robtit  Boyd  (1710-1794). 
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•oiry  if  be  it  mortified,  and  yott  coniaqucntly."  >  W«l- 
pole  mention*  him  in  another  letter,  February  ao,  1791  : 
"O'Hara  it  come  to  town,  and  you  will  love  hnn  better 
than  ever ;  he  pertuaded  the  captain  of  the  ship,  whom 
you  will  love  for  being  pertuaded,  to  ttop  at  Litbon 
that  he  might  see  Mrt.  Darner.  O'Hara  bae  been 
•hockingly  treated  [in  not  having  been  made  Lieutenant- 
Governor  of  Gibraltar]."'  Three  weekt  later  Walpole 
taw  O'Hara,  and  tells  Mary  Berry  of  the  meeting:  "I 
have  seen  O'Hara  with  bit  face  at  ruddy  and  black 
and  hit  teeth  at  white  at  ever,  and  at  fond  of  you  two, 
and  as  grieved  for  your  fall  as  anybody— but  I,  He 
hat  got  a  better  regiment."'  The  better  regiment  wat 
the  74th  Highlanders,  which,  being  on  the  Indian 
establishment,  was  a  lucrative  pott,  O'Hara  beca«e 
Lieutenant-Governor  of  Gibraltar  m  179a ;  and  io  Sep- 
tember of  the  following  year,  having  been  promoted 
lieuteaant-generai,  went  at  governor  to  Toulon.  "If 
it  can  be  preterved,"  Wa^le  wrote  to  Mary  Berry, 
"he  will  keep  it'  Toulon  had  surrendered  to  the 
English  at  the  end  of  August,  when  Admiral  Lord 
Hood  took  possession  of  it  in  the  name  of  Louis  XVIII ; 
but,  after  the  new  commandant  had  taken  up  his  duties, 
on  November  23,  it  was  attacked  and  recaptured  by 
Napoleon.  O'Hara  was  taken  prisoner,  and  kept  in 
the  Luxembourg  until  August  1795,  when  he  was 
exchanged  for  General  Rochambeau.  Shortly  after 
O'Hara's  return  to  England,  he  went  to  Cheltenham, 
where  the  Berrys  were  then  staying.  "  I  am  delighted 
that  you  have  got  O'Hara,"  Walpole  wrote  to  the  elder 

'  Uuj  Bmy./Mma/j  md  CemiftnAnti,  i.  »3J. 

•  Wdpsle,  Ultiri  (id  Cgniiiiigham),  ii.  j<9. 

•  iiii.,  U.  303. 
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»nd  I  cannot  «wTf- TTT^     ^'»«««-Aw<*<«,-«*,^, 

it  kM  a  feel  o?  „^.M  "''  ''"''  ""-dachn,  uid  hxlay 

Mn  H«^v    ..  ,     -*"*  "'"  ""''"'tand  too  well. 

of    her   mo.t™7"T"'"8'"=''°'«'°^»''e  subject 
dis«rUtio„  on^r!l„t".  K  "'   W^^tion.  a 

"«  wa.,  or  Z  Wnr«.h'K*;. '*'■"='•  '»'«  '»'»  heard 
woman  to  Xom  h^K      !  '  ''•'"'^*'''  """•"«<»  '°  «he 

wa.  dLrU'r.o'co'recMhVo°  '°"«  "r"*''    «•" 
™  'o  collect  the  opinion  of  every  one 

Br  hi.  win  h.  ,rt  Prt  PW^^X"^''*^  ■•■«»  •<  P"!  Pl«.  on  July,. 
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prtMnt  on  this  quMtion,  and  it  was  In  vain  that  I 
■lopped  to  gather  a  flojircr  or  a  Med,  there  wa»  no 
etwaping.  It  leenii  Ihii  *oman  now  retidet  near  where 
amtlhtr  Lmfy  hat  a  imall  villa,  and  both  thete  villa*  are 
cloae  to  where  Mr*.  Hervejr'i  mother  livei,  and  that 
the  year  round  I  believe  or  near  it,  lo  that  you  may 
gueat  her  occupation  o(  course  i*  lo  watch  Ihii  trit. 
How  convenient  this  vicinity  I  My  mother,  who  diilikei 
the  Wild  Cat,  wai  liiteiiing  with  great  altenlion  to  all 
Ihii  and  lilting  up  her  shoulder.  Lady  Mol.  wrote 
me  word  the  other  day,  and  told  me,  she  said  "lo 
give  me  pleasure,"  that  she  had  seen  Dorimant  who 
"enquired  very  particularly  after  me."  If  he  wished 
to  knew  anything  of  me,  why  not  aik  myself!  On 
such  an  occaaion  politeneu  alone  would  have  justified 
it,  and  if  not  why  atk  anybody  I  /  never  enquire  after 
him. 

Saturday,  ha// past  4  «\hek.—\  was  waked  this  morn- 
ing at  5  o'clock  with  a  sad  colic  which  for  some  hours 
I  thought  I  could  manage  myself,  but  finding  the  pains 
increase,  and  being  jmt  physician  enough  to  know 
that  the  symptoms  were  such  a*  ought  to  be  attended 
lo  and  tome  relief  procured,  I  sent  for  the  apothecary, 
Dr.  Harley,  of  whom  you  have  heard  me  say  that  (Iho 
little  partial  to  his  ordtr)  I  have  a  good  opinion  of. 
He  came  and  both  talked  reason  and  gave  me  relief, 
10  that  after  luffering,  it  is  true,  a  good  deai,  I  have 
now  been  eating  a  bit  of  chicken  in  my  own  room,  and 
purpose  visiting  the  company  in  the  Library  when 
they  come  up  from  dinner.  You  are  sure  that  I  am 
telling  you  the  exact  truth,  and  that,  had  not  the  dis- 
order been  so  far  conquered  as  to  leave  no  cause  for 
anxiety,  I  must  at  this  time  have  been  much  worse, 
instead  of  so  very  much  better  as  to  be  sitting  at  my 
table  and  writing  in  comfort  to  you.  Had  1  not  taken 
this  in  time  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  1  should  have 
been  very  ill,  and  I  like  to  say  this,  as  it  is  really  and 
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«^*  th.y  ^Srb^'mru  "-r  w-  you,  fori 

iuti  to  13.  ill  .    ?        i"'  "P-  ""*  •hink  of  my  luck 
Cw.lf^       *°^''  •""  '»-  •»  '«-«»'  ol  dear  O'Ha^' 

'etter  thi.  7ve„i„g7o  .r  whrch*?*  '""  *?  *"'""»' 
O'Hin   tk.t        *        '     '  """cn  I  mean  to  lend  bv. 

Sy"T;rhr.:,iryL'rhi:rh.rTL°' "» ''°» 

h.  Ulks  Of  going  b7Jv?„\olor™w/*^t;^rl:^ 
>n   quite  imexpecfedly  yesterday   ev«nin»  ''•^ 

He,-  .b^;  ,  ,;  Th,  f=""*"n  when  I  la.«t  saw  him,  but  I 
w.,;  tl.e  1-  .?    V°  ^  •"•^hanged  he  mu.t  ,er4,  and 
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iot  tho'  I  an  quit*  *wt  o<  hi<  friendihip,  I  MB  ntithtr 
(tjr  rnough  nor  many  other  thing*  enough,  to  mpact 
hit  tocltty— only  now  utd  tli  .n  ■  /ilUt  tatit  for  <Mtf  I 
should  forg«t  bow  diftereat  he  is  irom  other*. 

I  do-ibi  your  letter  to  Mri,  Chom[t:ley}  will  not  be 
taken  ae  it  deterve*,  (or  that  it  wa*  in  itecif  ill  it  ought 
to  be  when  reviled  by /twr  cooler  judgement,  I  do  a*/ 
doubt,  but  I  can  not  tru«t  a  head  on  tJkal  imi^l  capable 
of  all  you  tell  me,  M  which  I  am  the  tew  now  vurprlied 
from  the  i^mtm  ihc  gave  me  one  night  at  m  '  houae 
in  town,  almoet  at  the  beginning  of  these  vugmns.  I 
mentioned  her  conversation  to  you,  and  retnaiked 
actually  that  the  gnfttmam  seemed  much  the  tint  objrct 
of  her  care  and  kindne**.  I'  it  indeed  too  hard,  and  I 
feel  quite  vexed  for  both  youi  sake*  t  > 


Tki  Httt.  Mn.  Damtr  to  ll»ry  Btrrv 

PASK  PlACI.  Tutsity    Stftimt"  I,  T^^(. 

I  do  indeed  "  like  a  letter  soonei  than  I  expect,"  and 
your  assurance,  your  dependance  on  ham  I  shall  and  do 
leel  either  a  mark  of  your  af!ection,  or  of  your  con- 
fidence is  one  of  those  steady  reliances  that  comfort  and 
support  me  in  ^tuvis  mala. — I  could  have  wished  to 
have  known  (and  one  day  I  shall)  more  of  O'Hara's 
conversation.  Had  he  mentioned  me,  you  would  have 
told  me,  but  he  may  think  me  a  disadvantage  to  you, 
and  imagine  that  we  live  more  consuntly  together  than 
alasl  we  do.  Or  he  may  suppose  ((or  he  knows  me 
not)  that  1  endeavour  to  influence  you  against  marrying, 
thinking  it  probable  that  in  other  circumstances  1  might 
see  you  less,  and  ideas  of  liberty,  or  what  is  called 
liberty,  and  that,  because  1  have  remained  single  myself, 
I  think  it  a  fine  thing  so  to  do  in  general.    Even  this 

>  Add.MSS.J77S7,lt0l. 
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«Jcond  ld«  would  „„  ^,  „„eh  p.i„,  »  contrary  to 
whrt  ,our  o»    N.art  t.H.  yau.  »nd  .0  ih^  in,  JXam 

m.  U^  d..rly  bojjght  by  ,ry  Mcrific*  I  cowld^fcl 

.TIT';  •  ^^  "y-"  »""  '"ought  wdKnf^^ 
I  n*  Cr«(.  A-iVy  came  here  yeiterday  but  wai  ohli.^ 

»w  him,  hi,  convertation  is  so  very  far  superior  „.!,. 
common  ^M/«^  one's  ear.  „e  d»^  Ui^T^^ '"  ^"^^ 
I  have  many  ilays  when  a  d^U  rutst  wouM  n-ti  ■ 

«y  disposition  better.  Why  yr^toZZ'^^lZ 
not  denvns  wuch  amusement  from  tl  c  me^rflow  o 

«d  almost  all  occasions  you  winrk^to  cX.r«2 
ouZt'LlL/^"^'  ■"""  ^o-n-nonly,  not  exacUy  w^aT » 
ough  to  be  m  your  own  dear  self,  counteracts  thrt  »lrv 
mtenfon  and  adds  tenfold  .0  the  iause  thaTdlstlibl  yol 
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Indeed,  indeed,  you  think  too  much  and  too  deeply  on 
many  subjects  too  that  do  not  deserve  it.  Most  others, 
I  am  quite  aware,  think  too  httle,  but  by  tormenting 
yourself  you  do  not  make  them  think  more.  I  am  con- 
tent that  you  should  be  as  different  as  you  art  from 
such,  and  so  you  would  be  were  it  in  your  power  to 
chuse,  tho'  we  both  know  how  much  in  one  sense  they 
have  the  best  of  the  bargain.  I  mean  the  unthinking, 
be  they  young,  or  be  they  old.  I  am  persuaded  more- 
over that  much  less  pains  to  "conceal"  a  superiority 
that  can  not  be  concealed  wholly  and  more  indifference  on 
your  side  on  such  subjects,  would  answer  better,  and 
you  would  often  without  design  actually  enior  in  some 
measure  into  the  gaiety  of  such  society  as  chance  may 
at  times  throw  you  into.  Come  into  that  society  allowing 
yourself  to  look  grave,  and  go  from  it  looking  and 
actually  feeling  gay.  I  do  not  say  this  would  always 
Lippen,  but  in  the  mean  time  you  would  save  yourself, 
and  'tihen  for  a  change  you  would  seek  those  by  whom 
you  are  known  and  are  beloved,  you  do  know  where  to 
find  them.  I  hear  the  eternal  bell.  For  to-day,  farewell. 
Thursday  morning.— The  weather  continues  delight- 
ful, but  no  creature  ever  enjoyed  it  less  than  I  now 
can.  My  knee,  tho'  as  I  said  appearing  much  to  mend 
daily,  allows  me  nothing  deserving  the  name  of  a  walk, 
and  sitting  out  with  a  book  or  musing  and  looking  at 
the  green  trees,  which  I  could  do  for  hours  and  think 
delightful,  is  a  pleasure  almost  totally  spoiled  by  the 
odious  gnats,  and  various  insects  that  so  sting  and  maul 
my  vulnerable  skin,  that  if  1  sit  in  one  place  for  ten 
minutes,  I  come  home  in  a  perfect  fever.  I  wish  you 
may  enjoy  this  gleam  of  fine  weather,  free  at  least  from 
such  sort  of  minor  grievances.  You  have  alas !  but  too 
many  more  serious  evils  to  contend  with  that  I  fear 
will  not  vanish  with  the  summer.  The  room  I  inhabit,  I 
assure  you,  is  large  enough  for  all  I  want  here,  and  not 
hitherto  cold.     I  forgot  to  tell  you  that  the  Grim  King 
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««ms  to  have  quite  averted  all  hi,  «y«/ thought,  from 
IfnJ         k"  "™"«'  «°  '«•  ""y'hinS  with  as  much 

o^her    Ln/,S    t-^*'  '°  *"  »  '""«  ''»'»«  *"  please  in 
10  escape  her  consideration.     Mrs.  Hervev    I  am  n,r 
»uaded,  view,  herself  i„  the  light  of  a  ny^h  ZJ"' 
«.//«r«<,«^  admirers,  of  which.  Z?mW,/.  of  s^me  ordT' 

ShlTnd''ri*'""'^«^"  ^"^  ^-  '"  ">'""'"«  '^" 

Pn,fr''''-^K'*""''''^~'  '''""  ""''  'his  to-day.  for  as  our 
Postman  here  «  surly  and  stupid,  I  am  not  otherwi« 
sure  you  would  get  it  before  Tuesday.  I  mean  to  «o 
o  town  on  Monday  next  for  a  few  day,  asTfinrf  »h^^ 
dirTcTto'  ''"'"  ll""  "«""  '-  thTtim"  .'  y"ou  wi 
tor  a  n  ght  at  Strawberry.  I  had  a  few  lines  from 
him  to  ,«./^  „e,  which  of  course  confirms  my  inten 

^o  a  ouarr'Ji'"'rH''''  '  'T' ^"^ ^'"'^^  "  /.«//h     go 
mto  a  quarrel  with  somebody  at  Weymouth  about  the 
Rooms.    Further  I  know  not  and  have  burned  the  letter 
m  which  was  the  name  I  have  forgotten  of  the  an  ! 
gonist     The  letter  was  from  Lord  MHton.    Our/rienX 

penser  lo-day  it  is  dark,  heavy,  and  cloudy,  and  has 
rained.  think  much  of  the  weather  for  you  tho'  n" 
l7rrr"-     '  r  ^^^^  *°  ^»^  ="'°*»'er  mLth 'or  my 

n^  'srifXrii  '  'r'  ''  ""'''•-"'=  Soho  House  d^^ 
not  sell,  this  is  as  I  expected.    This  Plare  1  ;=  »,.„ 

t  TnTSf  ^  "'•"^'-V'  -^  '-  -y  Molwta".: 
he  wlr  f  *""'"  '".'^  '""'"g  impatience  to  have 
the  whole  of  parting  with  it  settled,  and  all  that  eoin^ 
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a  lou  to  understand.    Come  when  you  can,  and  1  know 
you  will,  to  comfort  and  support  me. 
Farewell  and  heaven  bless  you.' 


Tkt  Hon.  Mrt.  Damtr  to  Mary  Btrry 

London,  Sipitmitr^,  1795. 
1  have  to  begin  a  letter  to  you  at  all  times,  but  when 
1  have  anything  pratUr  solitum  at  all  upon  my  mind, 
as  it  seems,  tho'  I  do  not  at  the  moment  I  end  the  letter, 
to  carry  my  thoughts  one  degree  nearer  to  you,  1  find 
it  a  relief.  1  believe  I  need  have  no  anxiety,  for  you 
have  not  yet  failed  to  trace  the  meaning  of  my  heart 
tiwo'  every  confusion  of  words  or  expressions.  Yet  I 
an:  not  quite  easy  lest  I  should  not  have  expressed 
myself  on  the  subject  of  O'Hara  as  you  expected.  I 
felt  agitated,  and  wrote  under  the  influence  of  painful 
sensations,  almost  at  the  moment  of  a  first  impression. 
Yet  yim  would  not  wish  me  not  to  feel,  and  will  allow 
for  all  I  do  feel.  Why  then  should  I  be  uneasy !  I  will 
say  to  myself,  since  you  alas!  are  not  by  me,  "hoc 
missumfaee." 

I  am  really  glad  that  poor  dear  Ag[nes]  has  deter- 
mined to  treat  dirtctly  and  not  indirectly  with  the  tnengr; 
but  I  am  not  glad  (and  I  am  most  serious)  to  find  that 
the  weight  of  all  this  business,  as  on  so  many  other 
occasions,  is  falling  on  your  dear  shoulders,  and  you 
will  have  to  condoU  and  console  for  the  suffermgs  oc- 
casioned both  by  the  confidant  and  the  lover. 

Mrs.  Chom[eley]  could  not,  or  thought  she  could  not, 
come  to  me  yesterday,  and  to-day  her  note,  otherwise 
kind,  put  me  so  much  in  mind  of  what  you  said  on  the 
score  of  selfishness!  She  knew  1  suffered  from  my 
lameness,  and  wished  not  to  go  out  this  evening,  and  I 

>  Add.  MSS.  3772?,  f.  »3. 
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•"i^?*"*!  *°  '*"''  ""y  ""'»8e  'or  her  at  any  hour, 
adding  that  "if  ,hc  could  not  come  to  me.  as  I  really 
wiihed  to  see  her,  I  would  come  to  her."  Her  answer 
was,  I  cannot  bear  not  to  see  you  if  it  is  possible, 
but  suuaud  a,  I  am\  must  entreat  you  to  come  to 
me  this  evening."  She  then  adds,  'If  I  am  decently 
well,  I  may  perhaps  drive  in  the  Park  at  6  o'clock" 
Why  she  could  not  drivt  also  here,  in  that  case,  tell 
me  If  you  can.  But  I  have  made  up  my  mind,  have 
but  one  real  mterest  on  earth,  and  never  will  have 
another.  Therefore,  though  I  may  be  vexed,  or  teazed, 
hurt,  or  affected,  the  impressions  pass,  and  as  to  Mrs. 
Chom[eley]  the  boumuquis  of  her  mind  (as  far  as  I 
only  may  be  indirectly  concerned)  will  be  more  likely 
to  mcme  me  to  smile  than  to  excite  even  a  serious 
reflection. 

You  will  not,  I  am  convinced,  easily  suspect  me  of 
fancy  or  exaggeration,  but  I  must  tell  you  that  the 
unpleasant  sensations  I  attempted  to  describe  to  you 
were,  I  found  on  afterwards  talking  to  Hoy,  owing  to 
the  great  tendon  of  the  leg  being  afiected  in  some 
degree  by  the  inflammation,  and  he  said  that,  had  that 
not  been  stopped  in  time  by  the  applicaUon  of  poultice 
and  the  care  I  had  taken,  but  a  sore  of  any  consequence 
allowed  to  form,  I  should  have  been  in.jvitably  and 
irretrievably  lame  for  life. 

Friday  morning  hal/.past  eight.— There  i,  _  cool,  quiet 
composure  in  the  early  part  of  the  morning  that  has  to 
me  a  great  charm  which,  having  slept  better  for  these 
last  two  nights,  and  being  better,  allows  me  at  this 
moment  to  enjoy.— I  am  expecting  George  with  my 
breakfast,  and  in  the  mean  time  say  a  few  words  to  you 
for  by  and  by  in  the  course  of  the  morning  I  have  several' 
people  to  see,  and  many  things  to  do.— My  carriage 
was  ordered  the  evening  I  mentioned  to  go  to  Mrs 
Chom[eIey]  when  she  sent  me  word  that  she  was  too 
inwell  to  see  me.  ...  I  went  yesterday  and  dined  at 
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Mrs.  Hervey't,  where  I  met  the  Mount-Edgcumbet. — 
I  need  not  say.  therefore,  that  my  kg  continues  to 
mend. — Their  volubility  flowed  less,  and  they  were  more 
composed  than  I  ever  !>aw  them. — The  Lady  of  the  house 
had  it  all  to  herself. 

Saturday  maming. — The  perfect  satisfaction  your 
letter  yesterday  gave  me  on  the  subject  of  O'Hara  is  a 
tort  of  pleasure  that  I  should  not  wish  ever  to  1'  the 
power  of  feeling  even  by  security,  carried,  as  I  thi..k  it 
would  be,  ;o  an  excess  beyond  human  hands,  and  thtrt 
while  we  are  hert  I  think  it  most  wise  for  us  rest. — I  do 
not  wonder  XhaXyour  "character  puzzles"  him,  put,  ac- 
cording to  his  custom,  "  in  tadtm  trulina  "  with  that  of 
others. — Well  it  may  indeed, — tenderness  and  passion, 
virtue  and  resolution  so  blended  together  that  no 
chemistry  or  sophistication  can  separate  them,  must 
turn  the  scales  in  a  manner  little  to  be  understood  by  a 
Modern  Professor. 

I  have  at  last  seen  Mrs.  Chom.  I  found  her  alone 
yesterday  evening  and  passed  some  time  with  her :  she 
seemed  to  have  recovered  her  spirits  and  looked  better 
than  I  at  all  expected,  had  t>een  to  drive  in  the  Park  and 
said  that  she  now  did  not  think  herself  so  near  her  time. 
— Nothing  could  l>e  more  cordial  or  unsuspicious  than 
her  manner  to  me :  she  literally  never  ceased  talking  on 
(he  dtar  subject  for,  I  am  sure,  above  an  houi  and  a  half, 
till  we  were  interrupted  by  the  Wild  Cat — of  whom  she 
wanted  to  say  a  word  /  wanted  to  hear,  and  begged  me 
to  call  this  morning,  which  I  shall  do  in  my  way  to 
Strawberry.  She  said  less  of  you  than  the  others,  but 
is  not  angry,  tho'  I  think  not  pleased,  and  did  not  offer 
to  show  me  your  letter,  and  I  thought  it  best  not  to 
appear  too  inquisitive  then ;  for  tho'  I  have  commonly 
found  her  say  most  things  to  me  and  nearly  as  they 
were,  yet  she  might  not  like  your  saying  as  much  to 
me  on  her  subject  as  she  might  do  hr:self.  She  told 
me  difficulties,  jealousies, — all. — I  know  not  quite  what 
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to  make  of  the  Hirt,  but  am  much  inclined  to  think 
he  likes  Ag[n.8]  more  than  h«  chuiet  to  own  to  the 
ccHfidanl. 


Tht  Hon.  Mrs.  Damif  to  Mary  Btrry 

Pa«k  Place,  Satunt^  Mtni,^,  Or/Ww  3.  ,„j. 

My  mind  has  continued  in  1  state  of  anxious  thousht 
and  reflection  httle  differing,  I  am  convinced,  from  your 
own.-l  was  impatient  to  hear  from  you,  but  not  at  all 
hoped  or  expected  lo  find  by  your  letter  any  material 
change  smce  we  parted.    There  was  a  time  when  my 
imagination  figured  to  itself  others  acting  and  speaking 
m  this  or  that  case  as  1  should  act  or  speak  myself,  but 
these  visionary  colours  have  long  faded  to  my  sioh  -I 
wish  I  knew  0'H[ara]  better,  but  he  knows  me  ,0  little 
I  can  not  know  him  much-I  mean  intim,.    That  he 
should  have   no  "serious  sentiment"  in  your  reeard 
seems  to  me  impossible  after  the  attentions  and  care  he 
has  shown  for  you.    Men  are  not  so  disinterested  !  but 
how  far  the  qualities  of  his  heart,  which  I  have  ever 
thought  excellent,  may  be  obscured,  his  sensibility  and 
natural  good  sense  weakened  by  long  habits  and  inter- 
course with  a  base  world,  alas !  1  know  not.    If  he  does 
not  know  how  to  value  your  worth,  as  well  as  to  admire 
your  beauty.  Heaven  forbid !    Vou  should  be  united  by 
indissoluble  ties,  but  that  !  know  not  how  to  think,  and 
to  me  the  danger  rather   seems  that   you  should  not 
understand  each  other,-that  he,  thro"  fear  of  disappoinl 
ment,  should  not  allow  to  himself  how  much  he  likes 
you,  and  that  you  should  not  let  h-m  see  how  much  yo 
like  him— ,//a  omnia  ridtni,  I  wish  your  happiness. 

As  to  poor  Lord  Orf[ord]  I  perfectly  understand  and 
enter  into  all  your  ideas  respecting  him,  it  is  thus  that 

V    'JJTu'°"'J^  '"'•  '"'' ''°"  '"y  '°"'  '  *f'»"  pity  hi*, 
should  all  his  Ca,tUs  fall  to  the  ground,  with  whateve^ 
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degree  o<  absurdity  and  v  ml  o(  tight  they  may  have 
been  constructed.    Farewell. 

I  was  interrupted,  and  have  been  finishing  my  sen- 
tence now  that  it  is  evening.— I  can  think  and,  of  course, 
leycH  only  write  on  one  subject,  and  that  from  circum- 
stances now  only  in  a  fruitless  state  of  repetition,— for 
writing  is  not  as  talking,  therefore  for  the  present, 
Heaven  blest  you. 

Saturdof  tveniMf.—Sot  quite  certain  if  you  meant  I 
should  write  by  to-morrow  or  next  day's  post,  or  you 
receive  my  letter,  I  would  not  send  this  to-day,  as  it  was 
not  luctssary  that  I  should  /<//  you  you  were  welcome  to 
my  house:  you  know  if  I  have  a  pleasure  but  in  the 
world  I  had  one  cf  being  any  thing  to  you,  and  certain 
it  is  that  I  like  to  think  you  in  my  room,  tho'  I  can 
not  myself  be  there  with  you, 

Vould  I  could  know  something  of  you  I — Taylor,  on 
my  Mother's  saying  at  dinner  that  she  wondered  she 
had  not  heard  from  0'H[ara],  said  that  he  had  met  him 
yesterday  as  he  came  from  London,  where  he  had  bften 
riding  to  town.  It  is  more  than  probable  that  he  had 
been  with  you  and  fotsiUt  that  all  it  yet  where  it  was, 
and  that  you  had  no  opportunity  for  any  explanation,— 
but  when  you  are  yourself  in  town,  I  think  you  will  see 
him  in  some  greater  degree  of  liberty,  for  I  know  how 
doubt  and  uncertainty  in  whatever  but  moderately 
interests  and  affects  your  mind,  and  how  glad  you  are  at 
any  risk  to  shake  them  off.  'Tis,  1  think,  unfortunate  that 
he  is  likely  so  soon,  as  perhaps  he  may  be,  to  be  employed 
on  service  that  will  call  him  from  hence ;  a  little  more 
time  might  allow  sentiments  that  may  be  but  half  under- 
stood by  him  to  acquire  strength,  for  tho'  he  has  long 
known  you,  and  you  say  does  really  know  your  character, 
yet  from  circumstances  and  the  disposition  of  your 
affectionate  heart  towards  him,  all  takes  now  a  very 
different  cast  between  you,  yet  his  prejudices  and 
"crotchets"  tho'  losing  ground  perhaps  daily,  may  still 
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form  a  barrier  and  prevent  hit  coming  to  a  determina- 
tion that  would  conititute  all  hit  own  future  happine»!i  in 
life.— U  thia  i>  olherwiic  1  need  not  nay  how  much  I 
wi«h  a  speedy  decinion,  for  I  quite  dread  the  influence  of 
an  anxiety  I,  God  knowi !  feel  for  you,  and  with  you,  on 
your  mind, 

Monday  moming.—l  am  lure  you  know  that  painful 
(tate  of  existence  when  one  is  battling  and  battling  with 
anxie'y,  that  one  may  not  be  quite  overcome,  tho'  to 
cniftn,-  one  know*  it  quite  impossible.— To-morrow  I 
think  I  shall  hear  somt  thing  from  you,  and  as  the  time 
draws  nearer,  my  anxiety  increases.— I  am  sure  you 
have  a  proof  of  forbearance  in  my  absence  from  you  at 
this  moment,  not  in  the  power  of  a  less  serious  or  less 
true  atUchment  to  give — If  I  loved  you  but  half  as  well, 
or  thought  of  you  but  half  as  much  as  I  do,  I  should  fly 
to  you — Farewell,  and  may  heaven  preserve  and  bless 
you.' 


TAt  Hon.  Mrs.  Damtr  to  Mary  Berry 

Pask  Place.  Ttatiitt  Mating,  aitttri,  1795. 

Your  account  is  so  much  what  I  expected  that  you 
need  not  have  thought  how  to  give  me  a  clear  idea  of  all 
that  has  passed,  but  tho'  it  has  not  surprisid,  it  has  much 
affected  me.  Anxious,  Heaven  knows,  I  still  remain,  yet 
I  can  scarcely  entertain  a  doubt  in  what  manner  and 
with  what  determination  your  next  conversation  must 
end.  He  woulU  not  trust  himself  again  or  come  to  you 
to  confirm  scruples  and  combat  a  passion  he  sees  you  Itss 
than  disapprove.  Fo  ■  those  scruptts,  indeed,  and  ideal 
ridicules,  I  chiefly  read  doubts  of  the  strength  and 
constancy  of  your  sentiments  for  him  and  fears  of  a 
won  ,n,  tho'  his  reason  and  judgement,  as  well  as  his 
heart,  whisper  to  him  how  very  superior  such  a  woman 
'  Add.  MSS.  37717,  f.  207. 


i.t' 

if 


«5« 


BERRY   PAPERS 


b  to  thoM  wilh  whom  ht  Hm  hitherto  tictn  conntcttd, 
In  jny  way.  You  know  my  contdenc*  in  Truth  and 
virtua,  on  •  nmr  vitw  they  cannot  b«  miiUktn  by  a 
noble  mind  and  an  affeclionate  heart.  One  united, 
theri'fore./oKr  character  muil  inipire  him  with  perfect 
■ecunty  on  all  rational  lubjecti,  and  oiktr  ntjttU  will 
find  their  excuse  in  a  heart  like  youm.  Your  kind 
affection  does  not  encape  me,  in  your  endeavouring,  and 
that  at  luch  a  moment,  to  Influence  O'Hfara]  in  m\ 
hvour  alat  I  But  of  that  I  shall  uy  nothing,  nothing  of 
layielf  I  have,  I  need  not  tell>m,  put  Ikal  w^oiil  of 
the  qucetion,  at  it  well  ou^  to  be  where  the  future 
nappineii  of  my  other  and  far  dearer  »clf  is  at  itakf 
Indeed,  I  ••ave  a«  yet  been  too  much  ,;  xupied  with 
anxiety  for  you  to  have  cait  more  than  a  few  vague 
thoughts  that  way.  You  know  that  wherever  fate 
throws  me,  yon  will  thete  have  a  being  who  is  devottd 
to  you,  and  a  hean  on  which  you  may  depend. 

Tha;  your  sister  should  suspect  neihing  Kems  to  ne 
marvelloi-« ;  for  your  Father  I  do  not  wonder.  Urd 
Orf[oruJ  aoes  not  chaott  to  Me,  and  none,  they  say  s« 
blind.— But  all  this  blimdnttt  I  think  impertinent.— fi/to.- 
You  must,  my  only  friend,  think  for  yourself,  act  for 
yourself,  and,  as  others  do  (tho'  not  indeed  just  as  they 
do)  seek  your  own  comfort  and  happiness.— A  long,  Ions 
score  is  owing  you  of  both.  Lord  Orf[ord],  when  he  is 
told  this,  will  take  it  with  composure,  depend  on  it ;  and 
I  almost  hope  the  whole  of  that  will  be  less  painful  than 
you  imagine.  We  sometimes  make  mountains  to  our- 
selves which  on  nearer  view  lose  their  tremendous 
appearance,  and  we  smile  at  our  own  fe^r*.  He  can 
not,  after  all,  but  wish  your  good  and  advantage,  and 
cannot  think  them  to  be  comprised  within  the  narrow 
limits  his  age,  infirmities  und  rooted  habits  have  pre- 
scribed to  himself,  or  thiit  for  his  lift  (at  all  ages  an  un- 
certain period)  you  should  devote  the  best  years  to 
come  of  yours,  and  throw  by  better  hopes  and  better 
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vi«w«,  if  (uch  k..  .  ,,itr.  Arln—l  you  ar«  well  ••»«», 
would  not  rafui..  1  cngagemt.nl  ihe  liked  (or  hernelf, 
[and)  therefore  would  not  teriot  ily  object  to  your  uiing 
the  tame  liberty.  Indeed,  on  a  little  reflection,— it  may 
perhap*  require  that  with  Iter,— the  ii  too  noble,  and 
lovet  you  too  much  not  to  with  you  were  it  but  a  chance 
ol  happineM,  and  I  am  well  convinced  that  in  the  end 
■he  would  on  thi»  occaiion  have  a  much  better  chance 
(or  her  own.  For  your  Father,  I  say  nothing,  'tia 
uniieceiaary.  He  could  but  be  gralilied  by  luch  an 
union.  Farewell,  I  expect  0'H[ara]  here— nee  him 
coming  wi  h  a  confidence  which  if  he  wanti,  you  will 
inapire,  to  tell  me  all.  My  armi  will  be  open  to  receive 
him,  and  my  heart  not  lets  open,  tho'  hia  prejudicet 
•gainst  me  really  grieve  me  to  the  'oul,  and  cast  a 
melancholy  cloud  over  duiant  proipec.'*  (1  speak  not  of 
the  present)  that  would  otherwise  have  much  of 
■unahine,  as  they  present  themselves  now  'o  my  view. 

Heaven  preserve  you.— You  will  have  seen  by  my 
last  letter  thai  I  do  not  think  of  coming  to  you  till 
you  send  for  me.  I  have  made  that  quite  easy  here, 
and  can  go,  or  f'ty,  as  you  wish,  without  objection. 
My  Mother  said  »,  .lething  about  a  cow.  I  think  it 
was  that  I  should  as!:  you  if  you  could  dispose  of  it 
to  some  friend,  as  she  rould  not  think  of  its  being 
sold,  as  you  had  given  it  'o  her,  und  li'd  not  like  to 
leave  it  here.  Once  more  farewell,  and  Heaven  pre- 
serve and  bless  ycu.' 
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Th*  Hon.  Mrs.  Damtr  to  Mary  Berry 

LONDOH,  4  t'tlut,  frida/,  Piltttr  9, 1795. 

0'H[ara]  has  this  moment  almost  left  me.    I  have 
only  taken  just  time  to  recover  a  little  after  one  of  JUs 

'  Add.  USS.  37717. 1      * 
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intwntinii  and  eendtr  inlcrvicwa,  and  am  Ml  down 
jo  give  you  an  accounl  oj  our  cunvertation.    Ai  firal 
h«  Mid  lilllc,  and  <«cme<l  ralhtr  to  avoid  Iha  tublMl 
that  "Vtdtntljr  occupied  hit  mind,  but  haiwean  ua  Ihar* 
was  loo  much  »ympathy  Un  thai  di<po>ilion  lo  lati. 
.«  than,  mKMu  miitami/u,  Mid  what  he  had  jaid  lo 
you,  whal  you  had  told  me,  and  often  in  the  Mma 
word».      He   hat,  or    I    am    much    miilaken,   deter- 
mined upon  a  character  to  which  hi.  will  act  up,  thro' 
lif^,  lil'le  Gontonant  with  hit  own  feelingt  and  tenti- 
mentt,    nd  to  thit  i*  he  now  ucriAcins  all  hit  own 
ruture  comfort  and  happineti,  and  it  avoiding  if  not 
the  .^fy  Being,  certainly  the  Being  mott  calcubted  to 
con.titute  both,  for  I  am  penuaded  that  he  hat  a  heart 
capable  of  knowing  »nd  valuing  /«..    He  talked  much 
indeed  of  thit  ritiitm/t,  but  it  lometimet  teemed  to  me 
Ihat  It  wai  not  merely  that,  but  a  combination  of  ideat 
which  tended,  it  it  true,  all  the  tame  way,  that  led 
him  thui  on  ti>4iM/r  he  did  not  teem  clearly  to  know 
himtell.    Many  thingi  he  Mid  were  full  of  contradictioni 
but  to  the  end,  and  where  I  ought  to  have  begun,  he 
taid  that  he  Mm*t  he  will  not  tee  yor,  it,  I  conclude, 
afraid  to  trutt  himtalf 

Hit  ordert,  he  telle  me,  for  going,  are  battened,  and 
Ihat  he  lett  out  on  Tuetday  next,  I  tuppote  in  the 
evening,  for  he  hat  faithfully  promited  to  tee  me  in 
the  morning   on  that   day.     To-morrow   he  goea,  I 
uiiderttand,  lo  the  Prince,  and  it  not  lo  be  in  town  till 
Monday  night.     My  Mother,  he  wyt,  he  mutt  give  up 
going  lo.    I  withed  lo  know  if  he  would  go  lo  you 
but  he  cou'd  not  tell   me,  for,  poor  toul  I   I  plainly 
MW  he  knew  not  himtelf.    He  taid  in  the  course  of 
our  conversation  many  and  many  to  kind  thingt  that 
the  reflection  at  this  moment  l.as  filled  my  eyes  to 
full  of  tears   I  can  scarcely  tee  what   I  am  writing. 
Strange  it  might  sound  to  othert,  but  I  ihould  have 
pressed  him  with  tUll  greater  tendernett  to  my  bosom 
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had  ha  b«tn  tUlng  rrom  ma  ai  ihii  momant  alt  tti.i 
to  moat  daar  lo  ma  in  lifa.— Yat  <**  II  to,  Ood  know*, 
I  felt  and,  I  beliava,  aaprroMd  apough. 

Thay  inlrrrupird  ma  with  my  dinnar,  which  I  cnuM 
noi  touch,  and  now  I  haar  a  bellman,  and   will   not 
WTita  much  tor  (aar  I  thould  ba  loo  Ula,  lor  I  know 
you  will  ba  anxioua  lo  haar  from  ma.    I  lolal'.y  forgot 
your  lockal  and  your  picture,  but  <«^»W  on  it  I  will 
gat  Iha  lockal  by  Tua^lay.     Korgive  ma  i  know  you 
will.    Indaad,  my  head  ii  quite  confused.    I  am  torn 
from  a   atata  of  painful   anxiety  and   agitation  lo  a 
•tola,  at  Ihif  moment,  acarcaly  lesi  painful.-Were  any 
ona  to  aaa  me  at  thia  momanl  that  had  wen  me  in 
your  naw  room*  Uiii  morning,  they  would  not  think 
I  the  »ama  being.    You  will,  I  need  not  «*/«,  come 
if  you  can  and  when  you  can  lo  me.    Ood  blaa*  and 
praaerve  you.— Tell  me  aomelhing  of  your*alf,  for  if 
/  feal  a*  I  do  and  all   I  do,  muit   1  not  dread  the 
agiUlion  your  mind  ha*   bean  put  into-and  to   no 
purpoae  t    What  a  world  1  a"d  whither  i*  ona  to  turn ! 
Once  more.  Heaven  blea*  you.' 


«i» 


T**  Hfn.  Afrt.  Damtr  I0  Mary  Btny 

OaomiRo*  SguAu,  iM»^  Mtmimi,  \oi<M, 
OtHiirlOt  1795. 

Your  Father  aaid.  I  recollect,  that  be  would  call  upon 
me  thi*  morning,  and  a*  he  will  be,  I  suppose,  relurninfi 
to  you,  I  think  that  I  may  .e„d  a  few  line*  by  him,  for 
I  believe  that  my  account  yeaterday  of  the  conversation 
wa.  not  near  lo  "clear"  a*  your*  on  the  same  subject 
appeared  lo  me. 

«.J?''  ,f  '■'•  5'°"  •"  '*»  °'  *hat  struck  me  in 
O  H[ara]  a  manner,  parlicularly  that  he  seemed  to  wish 
to  avoid  being  penuaded,  I  should  rather  say  convinctd, 

'  Mi.  MSS.  int7,  f.  111. 
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by  me?  That  is,  afraid  of  entering  into  arguments 
neither  hii  reason  or  sound  judgement,  and  still  less 
his  heart,  could  answer,  yet  feeling  his  prejudices, 
fancies,  or  be  they  what  they  may,  for  I  am  not  equal 
to  classing  them,  knowing  not  clearly  their  species,  ^rere 
dragging  him  the  other  way,  and  opposing  a  force  he  did 
not  mean  to  resist.  I  think  it  was  so,  and  this  want  of 
disposition  in  him  to  hear  me  might  make  me  say  less 
than  I  should  have  said  had  it  been  otherwise ;  yet  when 
I  ask  myself  I  feel  certain  that  I  said  all  I  could  have  said, 
and  what  I  should  have  said,  had  I  myself  been  to  go  with 
you,  if  you  went,  to  Gibraltar ;  and  I  declare  that  what 
ever  the  relief  I  may  feel  from  the  terrible  sensation  of 
losing  you  thus  suddenly,  with  all  the  ideas  of  absence, 
distance,  and  real  danger  attending  a  sea  voyage  at  this 
moment,  a  sensation  of  melancholy  is  strongly  impressed 
on  my  mind  from  a  regret  at  seeing  what  appeared  to 
me  a  chance  of  future  good  and  happiness  to  you  that 
it  seemed  to  me  must  attend  so  reasonable  a  union,  in 
short  to  my  poor  capacity  a  marriage  founded  on  reason 
alone,  if  there  ever  was  such  a  one — all  this  to  pass  by 
you  as  it  were,  I  know  not  why  I  Yet  mistake  me  not ; 
clear,  indeed,  I  am  that  tho'  certainly  in  your  power  to 
do  so,  it  would  in  you  be  unwise  to  make  use  of  the 
influence  of  passion  and  captivation  over  him,  because 
it  is  more  than  probable  that  since  these  absurd  scruples 
can  exist  in  a  breast  to  which,  I  still  maintai  i  it,  they 
are  not  natural,  they  might  return  and  cause  t'le  misery 
of  both,  for  your  true  and  noble  spirit  would  utart  even 
from  a  husband  who  could  think  seriously  tha'  for  any 
reason  he  had  done  a  foolish  thing  in  marrying  you. 

I  have  been  writing  rather  in  a  hurry,  thinking  that 
your  Father  might  call  early.  He  is,  however,  not  yet 
come,  and  I  continue  to  fill  my  paper.  I  have  been 
telling  you  of  tnysilf  in  talking  of  you,  therefore  have 
little  to  say  but  that  I  slept  really  well  and  am  not  ill, 
tho'  low  and  languid  in  spirit. — I  saw  not  a  creature 
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yesterday  but  (THara,  having  determined  to  be  p4rdiu 
at  least  that  one  day.  I  shall,  if  she  will  see  me,  go  to 
Mrs.  Chom[eley]  to-day,  and  enquire  after  those  I  must 
enquire  after,  for  I  have  little  disposition,  as  you  will 
guess,  to  see  many,  but  going  or  bting  out  of  town  is 
what  I  find  most  people  seem  to  have  forgotten ;  there 

they  are  ready  for  one  at  all  times I  long  to  know 

something  of  you,  and  still  feel  uncertain  and  anxious, 
for  it  seems  to  me  that  O'Hara  cannot  go  thus,  that  he 
will  see  you  again  and,  with  the  waverings  of  hi'  mind, 
which  are  evident,  he  may  wish  to  resume  hopes,  which, 
if  he  can  feel  their  value,  it  is  past  me  to  think  he  can 
voluntarily  abandon.  God  in  Heaven  preserve  and 
bless  you.' 


.•'I 


The  Hon.  Mrs.  Darner  to  Mary  Berry 
Gkosvihor  SguARE,  nurnlijt  JSzmiiif,  Ottfitr  15, 1795. 
O'Hfara]  obeyed  you  and  the  great  coat  was  laid 
aside.  He  spoke  to  me  of  you  as  if  himself  with  openness 
and  confidence.  All  that  he  said  was  expressive  of 
passion,  softened  by  the  tenderest  care  and  concern  for 
you,  which  the  cool  voice  of  reason  and  good  sense 
made  but  the  more  touching  to  me.  I  think  by  all  he 
haS  said,  and  by  his  whole  conduct,  that  I  can  plainly 
perceive  he  yet  scarcely  will  allow  himself  to  trust 
enticely  to  what  his  heart  tells  him  he  need  not  doubt, 
and  to  what,  if  he  knew  your  character  as  I  do,  his 
reason  would  tell  him  he  cotUd  not  doubt;  but  un- 
accustomed as  he  must  be  to  sentiment,  tenderness 
and  afTection  so  express^ '  so  blended  with  truth, 
candour  and  sincerity,  I  cannot  wonder  if  all  should 
seem  to  him  still  like  a  flattering  dream  he  dares 
not  trust. 

'  Add.  MSS.  37737,  f.  213. 
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I  cannot  express  how  much  the  recollection  of  what 
he  said  to  me  speaking  of  us  both  (I  mean  when  you 
were  here)  affects  me.    He  surprized  and  touched  me, 
for  I  expected  nothing  of  the  sort,  and  your  manner  of 
receiving  what   he    said!    my   dearest,    only    friend! 
surprite  me  it  could  not,  but  you  know  how  my  heart 
feels  every  expression  of  kindness.    I  can  only  say  that 
every  day  convinces  me  more  of  what  I  have  ever 
thought,  that  a  heart  softened  by  tenderness  and  affec- 
tion renders  the  mind  but  the  more  capable  of  every 
exertion.    The  few  words  \  had  to  say  to  you  were  from 
Ag[nesj,  who  begged  that  I  would  tell  you  she  hoped  if 
at  times  you  saw  her  low,  you  would  excuse  and  forgive 
her,  that  she  was  pleased  for  your  sake  at  what  she 
really  thought  tended  to  your  happiness,  but  that  she 
must  feel  her  loss,  and  that,  she  said,  she  confessed 
selfishly.    These  were  nearly  her  words,  poor  thing.    I 
could  not  say  to  her  in  answer  (tho'  Heaven  knows  if  I 
can  pity  her  1 )  what  I  conjure  you  to  bear  it  mind,  that 
is,  that  with  no  separation  in  view,  she  was  neither 
satisfied,  content  nor  happy,  merely  from  being  with 
you,  and  that  all  grievances  occasioned  by  want  of 
sympathy    increase    by    long  habit,  just    as    blessings 
increase  where  that  sympathy  exists.— Good  night.    My 
hous'^,  and  every  spot   I  have  jist  seen  you  in,  look 
melancholy,  but  I  am  so  little  accustomed  to  real  happi- 
ness that  !  am  most  grateful  even  for  moments  passed. 
I  feel  that  I  am  a  poor,  worn-out  creature,  and  have 
not  you  to  support  me.— Once  more,  good  night.— 
Would  1  knew  something  of  you,  if  yon  are  ill,  or  how 
received ! 

Friday  evening — I  determined  to  send  my  letter  by 
0'H[ara]  and  not  by  the  Post.  This  was  what  you  first 
proposed,  and  gives  me  an  opportunity  of  sending  you 
a  later  word.  I  slept  composedly,  and  only  wish  I  could 
think  you  had  done  ^he  same,  I  mean  that  the  Prince, 
or  his  near  approach,  may  have  allowed  you.     I  passed 
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the  greateit  part  of  this  morning  in  Soho  Square,  aiter 
first  sending  a  note  to  your  dear  General  tc  aslc  if  I 
had  a  chance  of  seeing  him  this  evening,  that  if  I  had,  I 
might  not  Ije  out. — He  wrote  in  answer,  "Ma  Iris  chtrt 
omit,"  and  that  he  would  come  at  ten. — I  meant  to  have 
gone  to  Mrs.  Chomeley  the  early  part  of  the  evening, 
but  just  as  I  had  finished  my  solitary  repast  they  brought 
me  a  message  from  the  Duke  of  Richmond  to  ask  at 
what  time  he  could  see  me  this  evening.  This  determined 
me  not  to  go  out  at  all,  and  I  sent  him  word  that  he 
would  find  me  at  home  the  whole  evening.  I  am  really 
on  many  accounts  glad  he  is  come.  I  had  just  indulged 
myself  in  not  writing  to  him  to-day,  finding  that  I  had 
only  time  for  a  hurried  letter  and  really  not  finding  how 
I  could  express  and  explain  several  things  I  had  to  say. 
Half  an  hour's  conversation  will  settle  all.— What  dread- 
ful wind  and  violent  weather,  but  as  no  fleet  will  sail 
while  it  lasts,  'tis  well  that  the  Equinox  should  exhaust 
its  fury,  for  it  always,  I  have  observed,  will  have  it  out  a. 
little  sooner  or  a  little  later  in  the  season.  The  charms 
of  Ag[nes]'s  morning  walks  will,  I  think,  not  much 
benefit  her  at  this  rate. 

Saturday,  J  before  nine.—\  would  not  seal  my  letter, 
intending  to  add  a  few  more  lines  last  night,  but  it  was 
so  late  when  0'H[araj  left  me,  that  I  would  not  trust 
myself  to  begin  writing  to  you.  We  had  much  serious 
conversation  in  the  same  style  and  on  the  same  subject, 
none  of  which  ever  my  head  will  let  me  forget,  I  am 
sure.  But  now  I  must  send  this,  for  he  seemed  to 
intend  going  early. — I  expect  to  hear  from  my  Mother 
to-day  by  the  Post,  and  what  she  does  about  Goodwood 
and  London,  &c.  That  will  determine  me,  but  I  think 
it  certain  if  she  comes  to  to>vn,  or  goes  to  Good[wood], 
that  it  will  not  be  till  after  Wednesday.  I  will  write  to 
you  by  Monday  or  Tuesda;  's  Post.— If  you  would  have 
me  write  by  Monday's  (I  forgot  I  could  not  and  was 
going  to  say  by  to-morrovi  's),  let  me  know  by  0'H[ara], 


ij'l 


t 


•5« 


BERRY    PAPERS 


who  nyi  thai  he  will  call  thu  evening.  I  go  tm  wM,  and 
datu  Us  femts,  >ou  mc,  and  ihall,  I  tuppose,  toon  find 
out  that  he  i»"avtry  txtraordimay  mmw."  Heaven  pre- 
serve  and  bleis  you.' 


The  Hon.  Mrs.  Darner  to  Mary  Berry 

GiMVXHOII  SgVAU,  Am<q>  tluiuni,  Olltttr  li,  1795, 

I  could  only  irvsl  myself  to  glance  over  your  letter 
when  0'H[ara]  gave  it  me  yesterday  evening,  and  re- 
served the  pleasure  of  reading  it  in  my  own  way  to 
when  I  was  alone — Yet  as  he  said,  and  with  such  in- 
finite good  humour,  "  What  can  you  two  write  about  in 
this  manner "  1  1  thought  it  a  treachery  ignoscenda  if 
I  just  gave  him  an  idea  of  what  we  could  write  on  one 
subject,  and  read  him  some  of  the  lines  in  your  letter 
that  related  to  himself.  He  put  up  his  hand  to  his  dark 
eyes  after  listening  to  me  and,  turning  away  his  head, 
took  hold  of  my  hand,  which  he  pressed  with  that 
tenderness  of  expression  that  goes  directly  to  my  heart 
and  seems  to  me  from  such  a  being  a  more  binding 
assurance  of  protection  and  friendship  than  a  thousand 
promises  on  parchments  from  another.  Our  conversa- 
tion was  of  the  same  cast  in  general  as  the  last,  but  he 
talked  of  future  schemes  and  plans  more  in  detail,  and 
in  a  manner  so  kind  and  flattering  to  me  that  I  felt 
quite  overcome.  What  can  prove  his  attachment  to  you 
so  strongly  as  his  entering  into  ideas  because  they  are 
yours  with  so  much  warmth  and  interest,  that  are  tiew, 
though  not  indeed  foreign,  to  his  heart  1  For  so  it  is, 
my  dearest  friend,  non  me  latet,  but  he  thus  takes  the 
surest  of  all  sure  ways  to  bind  me  for  ever  to  him  by 
ties  even  stronger  than  my  own  gratitude,  and  he  shaU 

'  Add.  MSS.  377'7. 1-  ai5. 
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nol  rtpMU  the  opinion  you  btva  inspired  him  with 
of  me. 

Do  not,  I  beg,  forget  the  details  you  promise  me, 
tho'  our  meeting  is  distant,  or  what  I  at  this  moment 
think  distant,  because  I  had  a  chance  of  seeing  you 
sooner,  for  whatever  my  future  fate,  such  details  and 
recollections  will  ever  please,  affect,  and  interest  me.  I 
am  still  ready,  as  you  will  have  seen  by  my  note  of  this 
morning  which  I  hope  L[or]d  Orf[ord]'8  servants  will 
have  carried  you,  to  defer  going  to  Goodwood  if  you 
would  have  me ;  but  I  do  not  in  one  sense  regret  the 
plan  of  your  going  to  P[ark]  Place  and  his  meeting  you 
there  not  taking  place,  for,  circumstanced  as  he  is,  he 
could  not  have  stayed  above  a  day  or  so,  and  I  think 
you  would  not,  without  much  particularity,  have  talked 
to  him  in  comfort,  and  had  he  been,  which  is  possible, 
called  suddenly  away.  Park  Place  and  whatever  of 
curious,  impertinent  eyes  might  have  been  there,  wouia 
have  seen  more  than  we  just  now  wish  them— in  short, 
it  would  not  have  been  comfortable  to  you. 

I  cannot  be  sorry  that  L[or]d  Orf[ord]  shows  his 
most  unfair  crossness  to  you  now,  because  I  know  that 
it  is  there  and  exists  in  his  breast,  and  if  you,  by  the 
most  unlooked  for  attentions,  have  not  been  able  to 
extirpate  the  vile  weed,  it  must  grow  stronger,  and  that, 
you  may  depend  on  it,  it  will,  and  increase  by  indulg- 
ence ;  were  you  to  sacrifice  all  your  best  days  to  come 
and  your  whole  existence  to  him,  there  would  be  no 
end  to  his  encroaching  fancies.  This  may  sound  harsh, 
but  it  is  plain  truth,  and  you,  my  own  soul,  have 
suffered  enough  in  this  vile  world ;  try  at  least  if  you 
cannot  recover  a  part  of  the  heavy  debt  that  is  owing 
you.  I  do  not,  from  your  account,  feel  uneasy  at  his 
indisposition,  as  I  rather  conclude  it  over,  and  I  am 
sure  when  I  think  of  what  his  dinners  are,  and  how  he 
eats  them,  I  wonder  he  and  his  cat  are  not  sick  together 
every  day  for  their  dessert. 
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Think  seriouily,  let  me  entreat  you,  of  coming  to 
town,  I  mean  to  stay,  as  soon  as  you  possibly  can 
contrive  it.  I  am  quite  sure  that  it  will  be  better  for 
all  of  you.  Ag[nesj  will  be  occupied  with  seeing  or 
not  seeing  her  Panon,  and  hearing  now  and  then  a 
tune  »pm  Ik*  ucond  fiddle  by  Mrs.  Chom[eley],  all 
which,  depend  on  it,  let  it  end  how  it  may,  will  be 
better  for  you  and  better  for  her  than  the  "woods 
at.d  wilds"  of  Cliveden,  where,  by  the  bye  (as  Mrs 
Chom[eley]  told  me  yesterday  evening),  she  intends  to 
pass  her  future  days  in  solitude.  That  >ht  should 
allow  herself  to  talk  such  nonsense  1 1 1 — I  told  Mrs. 
Chom[eley]  whenever  she  made  these  soi  t  of  speeches, 
to  ^ret  with  her,  and  say  she  ,7as  quite  In  the  right. 
Mrs.  Chom[eley]  laughed  and  seemed  quite  diverted, 
yet  ten  to  one  she  will  tell  her  again  what  I  said.  I 
protest  it  is  what  I  should  say  to  her  myself,  for  I  know 
not  what  others  may  tlJnk,  but  to  me  a  little  exertion 
when  things  muxt  be  and  one  knows  are  felt,  is  ten 
times  more  affecting  than  despondency.  Mrs.  Chom[eley] 
I  am  sure,  herself  provoked  me.  We  were  alone  and 
I  protest  I  thought  that  she  had  forgotten  poor  you, 
for  tho'  I  had  not  seen  her  since  the  &rst,  she  rode  away 
upon  her  hobby-hone  and  I  thought  never  would  have 
stopped.  She  was  "low,  had  seen  Mr.  W.,  poor  young 
man  I "  and  in  short  told  me  the  whole  stc  ry  in  detail 
before  she  mentioned  your  name.  But  with  all  that, 
1  take  her  as  she  is,  and  like  her,  and  am  glad  that  it 
is  decided  she  stays  the  winter  here. 

Sunday  evening. — As  you  will  perceive,  I  write  to 
you  by  0'H[ara],  tho'  in  fact  I  sent  you  yesterday 
all  the  intelligence  of  myself,  and  all  I  knew,  but  I 
rather  think  you  will  still  expect  a  letter  by  him.  I 
shall  finish  and  seal  this  now,  for  he  will  probably  go 
to  you  early,  and  I  am  not  to  see  him  this  evening, 
but  am  going  to  two  or  three  places,  and  shall  have 
nothing,  therefore,  to  tell  you  more.    You  will  prob- 
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ably  come  to  town  for  a  night  thin  week.  Let  it  be 
to  my  house,  if  you  can,— it  pleases  me.— Heaven 
bless  you.' 


Th«  Hon.  Mr$.  Da^mr  lo  Mary  B*ny 

MtmitfNitkl,  Mt'iUtk,  (kititr  19,  179,. 

0'H[ara]  is  this  moment  gone,  and  I  set  out  early 
to-morrow,  therefore  can  only  write  a  line,  but  a  Hut  I 
will  always  write  when  you  expect  to  hear  from  me. 
When  I  in  anything,  even  the  most  trifleing,  iisappoiiU 
you— pity  me.    As  you  had  particularly  said  you  would 
write  by  the  penny  post  I  grew  fidgetty,  for  O'Hara 
came  late,  having  first  gone  to  the  Admiralty,  and  the 
result  is  that  he  is  going,  and  I  probably  have  tal-n 
my  leave  of  him  this  night.    I  do  assure  you  that  I 
ful  I  have  taken  my  leave  of  him  at  my  very  heart. 
1  thuik  you  will  come  to-morrow,  yet  I  go,  as  you  do 
not  seem  to  wish  (otherwise  than  Heaven  forbid  you 
should  not)  that  I  should  stay,  and  now  I  am  expected. 
Vet  I  could  stay,  but  as  you  say  it  is  better  that  I 
should  "go  and  come,"  and  if  1  go  to-morrow  I  shall 
return  a  day  sooner,  and  when  perhaps  you  may  want 
me  more  than  to-morrow.    You  tell  me    nothing  of 
your   slf,  of  the  Prince,  nor  if  you  are  ill.    0'H[ara] 
has  been,  however,  talking  of  you  in  a  manner  that 
satisfies   my  heart—neei  I   say  more?    I   feel    tired, 
low  and    oppressed,    yet    I    could    write    on    to    you 
with  pleasure,  but    I    will   go   to    bed,— 'tis  better    I 
should,  and  so  Heaven  bless  you, 

I  mean  to  be  in  town  on  Tuesday  (to-morrow 
sevennight).  If  you  should  wish  that  I  should  come 
instead  to  [Little]  Strawberry  [Hill]  that  day,  only  write 
me  word  so  and  I  will.     I  must  come  to  town,  however, 

'  Add.  MSS.  iJ717,  f.  JI7. 
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•boat  (liat  tlmoi  w  my  Uolbcr  w  to  com*  thtro  tor  • 
day  or  two  about  b«r  bouM,  AC  Write  to  om  at 
Gcothnoi,  Mon,  U  you  can,  tor  I  am  aniioui  to  bwr 
•omething  o<  you  a,tain.  Once  more,  Heaven  preserve 
and  bleu  you. 

TuMtUty  iHomint,  i  b^t  8.— Finding  I  have  one 
moment,  u  I  waked  early,  I  opened  my  letter  to  beg 
of  you  to  lay,  at  you  know  /  fttl,  how  lenaible  I  am 
o(  all  0'H[ara]  hai  laid  to  me  of  the  kind,  Battering 
and  consoling  manner  in  which  be  hat  trer.ted  me, 
and  that  I  am  not  ungrateful. 

When  I  Mid  1  was  /Idgttly  about  not  hearing  from 
you  yesterday,  you  won't  mistake  me,  1  doubted  not 
but  that  you  had  sent  your  letter  by  0'H[ara],  but 
thought  from  thence  that  you  might  have  been  suffer- 
ing as  I  know  you  do  with  the  Prince,  and  wished, 
therefore,  to  give  me  the  last  intelligence  of  yourself. 
Now  Heaven  once  more  preserve  and  bless  you.* 


CtmnU  Of  Han  to  Mary  B*rry 

Titutly  MmMflOllttir  lo],  Ifvy 

The  arran'jements  for  the  protection  of  the  Medi- 
terranean ships  are  made  and  they  are  under  orders 
'.J  sail  immediately.  Come  to  town  this  evening,  that 
I  may  see  and  press  you  to  my  breast  as  often  as 
possible  before  I  leave  you.  Some  excuse  for  this 
sudden  resolution  of  coming  to  London  must  be  made ; 
suppose  you  cay  Mrs.  Darner  wishes  to  see  you  before 
she  goes  to  Goodwood.  (She  vent  this  morning.)  Her 
house  is  ready,  but  I  think  you  would  be  better,  from 
being  less  observed,  at  home. 

>  Ladr  Ayletbory  wu  bfginiiiiig  to  mmke  anrnngmicnU  for  giviac  op 
Fuk  Flue. 

•  Add.  MSS.  377*7.  <■  "9- 
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I  wUI  b«  with  jrou  betWMii  8  .mj  9  Uii.  tvMing. 
Write  me  word  by  ny  ^rvant  >t  what  hour  you  wiU 
b« in  Audley  SirMi— Ood  blm  you.  C  OH  « 


Tht  Hon.  Mn.  Dtmtr  to  Mtry  Btrry 

Oooowopo,  nm-Mltf.  Omtiru,  itn. 
I  fMl  your  having  been  to  ill  thii  time  doubly,  (or  I 
know  that  I  am  the  cauie  of  much  increased  iuffering, 
and  of  your  coming  to  town,  unnecesiarily,  too,  at  it 
hat  proved,  at  a  1me  when  I  am  quite  certain  from 
attentive  observation  that  you  ought  alwayi  to  remain 
quiet  and  be  as    ••le  disturbed  in  any  way  at  possible  — 
I  believe  I  first  au..^,  but  I  am  tun  I  much  encour- 
aged  O  H[ara]  to  send  for  you  on  Tuesday,  tho'  I  wat 
aware  ot  the  difficulties  this  would  occasion  you.    And 
why  did   I  do  this?    Bicause   I   know  you,  know  by 
myself  what  an  hour,  a  momen»  is,  when  I  part  with 
what  IS  dear  to  me !    A  thought,  too,  in  which  I  am 
persuaded   I  wu  wrong,  came  across  me  that  to  mv< 
you  the  pain  of  parting,  he   might    possibly  torture 
himself  and  go  without  seeing  you  again,— and  then  my 
r*»ton  has  shown  me  that  every  conversation  you  have 
had  together  of  late  has  tended  to  confirrj  and  consoli- 
date  those  sentiments  from  which  !  derive  my  hopes  of 
your  future  comfort  and  happinets;  and  even  now, 
tho   I  see  and  know  the  awkwardness  and  teazing  un- 
certainty  of  this  staying  from  day  to  day,  J  have  not 
hitherto  been  able  to  regret  it,— much  indeed,  on  the 
contrary,  1  have  perceived  with  how  much  satisfaction 
I  need  not  attempt  to  express  to  you  1  in  the  conversa- 
tions I  have  had  with  him,  the  increase  of  his  confidence 
in  your  affertion  and  in  your  sentiments  for  him  every 
time  he  has  seen  you,  as  well  as  the  encrease  of  that 
'  Add.  uss.  inn,  f.  114. 
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•ttaebmenl  which,  one*  rooltd  In  ■  brtatt  Ilk*  hit,  cm  I 
think  ntvcr  Ml  ye*.  I  can  not  Ihink  you  right  or  prudtnt 
In  having  gon«  without  obligation  to  Lady  Eng[l«Aeld] 
to  go  through  a  dinner  you  could  not  go  thro',  How* 
tvwr  good  might  olhtrwiic  b«  your  raaicni  for  not  goinK 
to  my  rooms,  your  being  tailed  with  Uit  Prim*  on  the  road 
ou^.,>  to  hava  immadiately  determined  [you]  to  go  thither, 
aa  they  are  warmer  and  more  certainly  aired  than  youn 
and  no  imell  of  paint,  at  least  you  might  have  gone 
directly  home,  but  tlun  they  did  not  expect  you.  You 
will  quite  vex  and  hurt  me  if  you  do  not  take  more  care 
of  yourk.i,  mm  in  fnmiita.  It  it  hard  too  while  you 
are  every  day  adding,  ai  it  «eem«  to  me,  to  the  affection 
and  attachment  that  I  feel  for  you,  and  hii  e  you  are  the 
only  real  intereat  and  comfort  I  have,  or  over  can  have 
in  this  wide  world. 

From  hence  I  have  nothing  good  to  tell  you.  I 
found  my  poor  litter,'  at  I  expected,  looking  miterably 
emaciated  and  ill.  She  wai  sitting  in  the  Library  (a 
room  below)  and  does  walk  about  it  seems,  with  toler- 
able ease,  but  she  eats  little,  sleeps  ill  and  never  scarcely 
without  Laudanum  :  added  to  this,  which  may  be  the 
most  alarming  of  all,  she  has  4  dreadful  cough,  which 
comes  by  fits  and  to  exhausts  her  that  she  is  not  able 
to  speak  often  for  a  considerable  time.  In  short  she  is 
in  my  opinion  so  very  ill  that  I  think  it  doubtful  if  I 
shall  be  able  to  come  away  at  the  time  I  propose,  for  if 
her  Physician,  Hunter,'  who  is  to  come  to-day,  thinks  her 
in  immediate  danger,  I  can  not  leave  her  (and  1  know 
yott  would  not  have  me)  tho'  Heaven  knows !  I  am  of 
little  comfort  to  her,  she 


ely  I 


any 


in  the  course  of  the  day,  and  really  seems  to  me  to  have 
lost  all  satisfaction  whatever  in  stc.'ng  any  one,  even 
MM  (you  will  smile),  but  it  is  really  melancholy  t>eyond 

^  TlM  Dwhtn  of  Richmond. 

*  Df.  John  HnaMr,  tbt  pkyilciu  wboM  bouM,  Enrl'i  Court,  Ibt  DsIm 
bo^tkln. 
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OMMure.  Sht  it  compiMed  and  tmiancd,  unlcM  conlrs- 
dieted,  Md  then  ruffled  by  the  mernt  Irifl*  in  »h« 
MlrtiiM.  If  ah*  lalkt  n(  herMll  il  it  a  long  tiring  ol 
complaint*  and  affcctn,  hut  nothing  a«  it  were  of  huw 
the  feeli  them,  or  what  »he  really  thirkt  of  henelf. 

The  Duke  of  K[ichmnn]d  it,  I  tec,  very  uneaay,  hut 
(till  goct  on  in  the  <ame  routine,  hM  the  Mme  confi- 
dence in  Hunter,  who  come*  » '  n  he  ii  tent  lor  only, 
from  thirty  mile*'  distance,  anu  I  much  fear,  tho'  he 
nuy  be  a  very  goci  physician,  that  ha  doet  not  do  all 
that  might  be  done,  or  underoland  her  caae.  I  hope  I 
am  mhtaken,  and  I  muit  allow  that  [it]  i»  hard  upon 
the  Duke  of  Richmond,  for  if  the  taid  but  a  word,  any 
Physician  would  be  wnt  for  the  nexi  moment,  were  il 
from  Pekin  ;  but  on  the  contrary  the  ik  irritable  in  the 
greatitt  degree  and  expreitet  quite  a  horror  of  a  new 
face  in  that  way,  so  that  what  t->  do  or  to  adviie  it  most 
dIfBcuit. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  this  moment  tellt  me  that  a 
large  fleet  it  seen  tailing  out  from  Spit  Head,  an  J  the 
wind  hat  been,  I  know,  at  every  point  of  the  compatt, 
changing  continually,  for  thete  two  dayt.  I  tee  a  vane 
from  my  ■  ery  window  at  I  write  at  my  table,  to  which 
my  eyet,  Heaven  knowt  1  are  now  often  directed,  and 
I  catch  mytelf  twenty  timet  a  day  talking  of  the  wind, 
nobody  czn  know  why,  and  I  we  them  ttare,  and  then 
check  mytelf.  I  am  going  up  the  hill  where  I  can  tee 
thit  Beet  and  where  there  are  glaiset  and  teletcopes. 

Farewell. — I  will  ttill  hope  to  come  to  you  on 
Tuesday;  about  five  or  tix  o'clock  I  mean  to  be  at 
Strawberry,  for  I  suppose  I  ought  to  go  thither  firtt.  If 
Hunter  at  all  latisfiet  me  by  what  he  tays  to-day  I  shall 
write  to  Lord  Orford  to-morrow,  you  will  then  know  by 
that ;  ii  otherwise  (and  perhaps  at  .tny  rate)  I  shall  write 
to  youi  dear  self.— Once  more,  farewell,  and  Heaven 
preserve  and  bless  you. 

3  o'elcch.—l  find  that  I  have  time  to  say  one  word 
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Of  oth«r  .boui  .noZr  LV.h..  '"'  *"•  '««'" 

or  north  wind.  "  "••  «if  which  porlcndt  tn  eut 

JX!  S;  ;r.  ff  r  ^ot:!;  r  :•??  '•  -^  *»- 

M  I  -   """"•y  »  po«i,  u  perhapi  you  will  like  it  i>^<_ 
if  I  CM  net  comt,  you  will  lUu  to  i,J!l      !  '.. '^'•'J 

.udd.„ly  .,op^  here  "onTttt  fl"i,'Vn2"  *" 
one.  more  Heaven  bU<  vou     I  .L       "—*"*'  "ow 

you  are  b.tt,r  than  iZiJouCX"  '"  ^"'^ 
to  me.'  '^      ^'*  *"••»  you  wrote 


Mmy  Bmy  to  <5#(Mr«  O'T^^., 

..it!lfid"Sri!'dr°/s•^r^~''•'''"•»' 

wo.  tc  the  melancholy  cel:;;"^?,^  ^'^-'^^^^ 
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■lid  palnfiil  abMnM.  My  dear  frttml,  I  And  my  aUnd 
much  l«H  ilrong  ihM  I  b«ll«v«d  il  1  ind  yel,  in  tub- 
milling  lo  Ihi*  abwnM,  I  Mnk  I  am  doing  riRhl.  I  am 
Mtr*  I  am  coniultinK  Ihi  pcac*  and  hap|iine<t  of  thow 
about  mc,  and  not  my  own.  I  think  you  will  licrtaitw 
lov«  m«  Iha  b«tl«  for  knowing  ma  capabl*  ol  a  ucriltef 
which  you  cannot  now  doubt  how  much  I  ftcl,  and  my 
iulur*  happincM  (if  any  i*  in  tlor*  for  m«)  will  b*  un- 
wlliad  by  lh«  idn  nf  having  anlicipatad  it  at  Iha  cipciict 
ol  the  iccling*  of  other*.  But  in  the  mcantima  you  arc 
goiM  and  I  am  hart,  and  my  mind  it  not  ytt  in  a  data 

10  derive  much  comfort  from  cool  rtaaoning.  I  feal 
now  aa  1(  Ihare  vrere  fifty  thingt  I  thould  have  liked  to 
bava  taid  lo  you  which  myextrama  and  painful  opprettion 
prevet'lad  laat  night  and  would,  I  am  convinced,  ttill 
pravcnt,  war*  you  at  thit  inkwnt  at  my  tide.  One  idea, 
bowtver,  hat  to  ofu  .  recurred  to  ma  that  I  will  mention 
it  Aa  in  every  pMmbU  future  event  and  eircumttance  1 
thall  alway  *<  proud  of  your  affection  and  tentimanti 
for  me,  I  \  ch  you,  in  cate  of  illnett,  or  any  danger, 
to  tend  me, .  x>«ible,  tome  token  or  aaturanoe  that  you 
thought  of  m   (o  the  latl  at  you  do  at  Ihit  moment.    If 

11  t  it  tilly,  fbigive  me.  My  mind  will,  I  hope,  toon 
recover  itt  tone  and  then  you  thall  have  more  comfort- 
able lettert  from  me, — but  writing  thit  hat  been  a 
relief  lo  me,  and  Ihereiore  I  think  mutt  be  tome  comfort 
to  you.  Let  me  hear  from  you  from  Forttmouth  at 
toon  aa  you  can,  I  beteech  you.' 


4 
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Gtncral  VHtfa  to  Afary  B*rry 

PoinHouTK,  7W>^,  Oiftirtj,  1/9). 

I  am  f'illy  lentible,  my  Deareit  Mary,  that  your 
letter  ought,  if  I  wat  a  reatonable  Being,  to  afford  me 

•  Add.  MSS.  ];;•;,  f.tj7. 
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much  relief  and  comfort ;  but  every  moment  of  my 
existence   proves,   too   forcibly    for   my   peace,   that 
comfort  will  be  a  stranger  to  my  breast  when  absent 
from  you,  for  I  cannot,  like  you,  from  the  imperfection 
Of  my  nature,  derive  fortitude  sufficient  to  sacrifice  my 
own  to  the  happiness  of  others.    The  delicacy  of  a 
mmH  and  sensibility  of  heart  like  yours  are  alone  equal 
to  such  a  task,  and  tho",  I  assure  you  with  much  truth,  I 
believe  you  are  right,  it  will  be  in  vain  for  me  to  profit 
by  an  example.    Be  fully  persuaded  que  c'est  beaucoup 
plus  fort  que  mot.    You  have  awakened  my  fears,  and  in 
some  degree  my  curiosity,  where  you  say,  "that  you  feel 
there  mere  fifty  things,  about  you  know  not  what,  that  you 
should  have  liked  to  have  sa/i  to  me,  which  your  painful 
oppression  the  night  we  parted  prevented  and  would,  you 
are  convinced,  stiU  prevent,  was   I  at  your  side     As   I 
always,  and  ever  shall,  act  without  reserve,  in  every 
possible  circumstance  of  my  life  that  may  a«Fect  you 
and  under  the  full  persuasion  that  your  confidence  is  as 
unbounded  as  mine,— open  your  heart  to  me,  be  the 
consequences  .ver  so  injurious  to  my  happiness,  for 
you  must  know  me  but  little,  if  you  suppose  me  capable 
of  putting  your  peace  of  mind  in  competition  with  my 
own.    Your  flatl.ring  sollicitude  (Mary,  your  tenderness 
undoes  me ;  how  very  strange  that  what  should  sooth 
and  comfort  can  at  the  same  time  excite  such  excessive 
anguish)  "  that  I  should  give  you,  in  the  event  of  iUness  or 
darker,  some  token  that  my  sentiments  respecting  you  con- 
tinued the  same  as  at  present"  makes  too  deep  an  impres- 
sion for  any  language  to  express  ;  would  my  heart  was 
in  your  breast,  for  that  alone  could  make  you  sensible  of 
the  tender  and  afTectionate  regard  of  my  dearest  Mary's 
faithful  friend.  cha.  O'Hara. 

I  must  give  up,  I  fear,  even  the  hopes  of  seeing  you 
before  I  go,  for  Admiral  Waldegrave  shewed  me  a  letter 
this  afternoon  from  Admiral  Cornwallis  intimating  that 
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tho'  the  wind  was  contrary,  if  the  weather  should 
moderate,  he  should  endeavour  to  sail. 

Farewell,  farewell. 

The  jumbling  and  cold  1  got  travelling  all  night  with 
a  constant  headache,  and  pain  in  my  breast,  that  never 
quits  me,  weighs  very  heavy  on  my  old  frame. 

Tell  my  Dear  Mrs.  Damer  I  will  write  to  her  to- 
morrow ;  my  head  aches  so  much  I  cannot  hold  my  pen 
any  longer.' 


The  Hon.  Mrs,  Damer  to  Mary  Berry 

GKas[vzHo]ii  SguAkE,  >  ifcliti  OcUUr  30, 1795. 

My  mother  has  fidgeted  me  about  one  thing  or  other 
from  the  moment  I  was  up  till  I  went  with  her  to  her 
house  from  whence  1  am  just  returned  meaning,  poor 
soul !  I  know,  to  be  no  trouble  to  me.  I  have  not  had 
time  to  write  a  line  to  you  which  I  need  not  jay  if  I  have 
been  wishing,  and  now  I  write  in  a  sort  of  hurry,  as  I 
expect  Lord  Milton,  or  perhaps  some  other  interrup- 
tion. My  head  aches  and  my  mind  is  confused  and 
oppressed.  You  will  have  again  seen  poor  0'H[ara], 
and  these  "leave  takings"  affect  my  spirits  almost  as 
much,  I  believe,  as  they  can  yours.  I  quite  dread  their 
being  too  much  for  you,  I  know  and  see  the  passion  and 
agitation  of  his  mind,  and  the  effort  it  costs  him  to 
suppress  in  any  degree  the  violence  of  his  feelings.  He 
came  here,  poor  soul  I  last  night,  and  consulted  me  in  a 
whisper  about  seeing  you  in  his  way  for  one  moment 
this  morning.  I  do  not  imagine  my  injunctions  could 
have  stoped  him,  but  my  heart  is  not  near  hard  enough 
to  try  the  experiment.  I  told  him  at  the  same  time  that 
these  painful  partings,  if  too  often  repeated,  would  make 
me  fear  much  for  you. 

However,  as  to  yesterday,  I  repeated  what  you  your- 
>  Add.  MSS.  3;7»7,  f.  MJ. 
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after  he  had  left  you,  as  the  best  comfort  I  could  give 

.!!?■«?.''*  .^'"""'  •"  "'"  *»■"*  ""•>  «y  Mother 
•nd  Mis.  Jennmgs,-talked  of  the  King  and  the  State 
and  I  know  not  what.  My  Mother  at  laU  went  up 
to  her  room,  but  it  was  so  late  and  he  was  so  fatigued 
and  harrassed  (I  may  say  »,),  that  little  was  said  on 
either  side  (after  what  I  mentioned).  We  parted  not 
without  more  than  one  hearty  embrace.  If  he  has  not 
been  with  you,  it  must  have  been  some  hurry  from 
change  of  wind  that  has  prevented  him.  /  did  not, 
rest  assured. 

Poor  dear  Ag[nes,]  I  do  really  pity  her,  but  1  do 

rtaUy  pity  you,  for  1  had  a  sfiidmtn  yesterday  morning 

when  she  came  to  me  of  what  you  have  to  go  through. 

and  of  the  little  comfort  (hard  as  it  seems  to  say  it 

that  she  can  or  any  occasion  ever  be  to  you.    I  mean 

nothing  particular,  only  her  way  of  taking  up  things 

her  hurry,  fidget  and  confused  ideas.  ' 

My  Mother  desires  me  to  say  everything  that  is 

kind  from  her,  and  that  she  depends  on  your  coming 

to   P[ark]  Place  with  me  on   Tuesday.    Besides  her 

wishing  and  liking  your  comeing,  it  so  happens  that 

from   minor  considerations  the  time  particularly  suits 

her,  and  there   will  probably  only  be   Miss  Jennings 

there,  whom  she  takes  with  her  to-morrow.    God  grant 

nothing  may  prevent  our  having  some  few  quiet  davs 

there  now  together.' 


General  O'Hara  to  Mary  Berry 

POSTSMOUIH,  Saturday,  Octtbtr  31,  1795. 

Here  I  am,  my  Dear,  Dear  Soul,  and  here  am  de- 
termined  to  remain,  for  1  cannot  venture  to  see  you 
'  Add.  MSS.  37717,  t  m. 
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again.  Thit  self-denial,  you  at.-  fully  convinced,  must 
coit  me  much,  but  our  meeting  to  part  again  afflicti 
and  stnkes  too  deep  to  be  often  repeated.  Let  the 
plea«ing  reflection  that  when  we  meet  again  it  will  be 
for  life,  comfort  and  support  us  thro'  the  anxious, 
tedious  hours  of  our  separation. 

I  believe  to  have  recommended  your  consulting  our 
friend  wither  you  should,  or  not,  mention    to  Lord 
Orford  our  proposed  connection.    Upon  reconsidering 
that  matter,  I  would  by  no  means  have  you  think  of 
It,  for  you  owe  to  his  affection,  his  friendship  and  the 
very  fJattermg  distinction  he  ha;   long,  constantly  and 
most  pointedly  shown  you,  every  degree  of  attention 
and  even  gratitude,  and  consequently  to  keep  from  him, 
as  long  as  it  is  possit      the  knowledge  of  an  event  that 
separating  you,  will  c  ^rwhelm  him  with  sorrow,  and  dis- 
appointment and  defeat  all  his  views  and  only  substantial 
comfort  he  enjoys  and  probably  wishes  to  live  for.    (My 
Dear  Mary,  thou  art  a  most  extraordinary  creature.) 
In  my  opinion,  the  proper  time  to  break  it  to  him  will 
be  when  you  are  at  the  eve  of  quitting  your  Father's 
house  for  mine,  and  that  communication  must  be  made 
by  yourself.    It  will  be  childish  in  you,  and  not  treat- 
ing him  with  the  deference  and  confidence  I  trust  he 
deserves,  to  employ  any  body  else.    //  s'entend  upon 
Uiis  occasion,  as  upon  all  others  of  emergency,  the  Dear 
Stick  must  and,  I  am  sure,  will  give  her  friendly  assist- 
ance, for,  without  her  support,  I  am  sure  you  would 
not  be  able  to  walk  in  or  out  of  the  Peer's  room      I 
think  I  see  you  pale  and  trembling,  thy  dear  delicate 
frame  shook  to  pieces,  hesitating  what  to  do ;  and  when 
I  put  myself  in  your  place,  I  feel  most  forcibly  that 
upon  this  occasion  your  emotion  must  be  great,   and 
that  reflection,  when  I  consider  the  cause  that  agitates 
you,  makes  me  see  my  Dearest  Mary  in  a  point  of  view 
of  all  others  the  most  interesting  to  my  heart. 

Lord  Orford  wUl,  for  his  own  sake,  as  well  as  yours, 
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receive  your  information  kindly.    You  miut,  however, 
be  prev  ared  possibly  for  some  sudden,  prevish  animad- 
versions upon  your  marriage,  some  dictated  by  friend- 
ship, and  others  by  resentment.    Be  that  as  it  may,  he 
has  a  claim  upon  your  patient  hearing,  and  possibly 
you  may  profit  from  the  many  truths  he  will  lay  before 
you,  drawn  from  his  long  exoerience  of  the  world.    He 
will  endeavour  to  prove  what  with  him  admits  of  no 
doubt,  the  excessive  folly  of  burning  incc^nse  at  a.iy 
other  shrines  but  those  of  Wealth  and  BirtA.    P  'Oi  .-re, 
I  feel  humbled  to  the  dust  when  I  think  of  either ;  and 
when  he  has  talked  himself  out  of  arguments,  which, 
i  coup  lir,  will  not  be  till  out  of  breath,  preserve  a  re- 
spectful silence,  for  you  will  plead  in  vain  to  a  judge 
who,  being  so  very  differently  composed  as  yourself, 
it  is  perfectly  impossible  you  chould  understand  each 
other.    The  Noble  Earl  tak&i  glitter,  show  and  prece- 
dency—all very  good  things  in  their  way  as  appendages, 
but  not  commanding  features— for  his  guide.    Thy 
sober,  chaste  mind  builds  its  happiness  (God  forbid  it 
prove  delusive)  upon  being  the  comfort,  the  support, 
the  warm  disinterested  friend  of  a  Man  who  has  nothing 
to  give  but  reciprocal  feelings.    With  all  the  respect 
and   deference  1    really  have   for   Lord  Orford,   and 
making  rr   ;y  reasonable  allowance  for  the  claim  he  has 
upon  your  gratitude,  if  he  is  really  your  friend,  un- 
warped  by  selfish  considerations,  he  ought  to  rejoice 
at  an   event  you  contemplate  with   pleasure,  and   he 
ought,  from  his  knowledge  of  you,  [to]  think  you  per- 
fectly competent  to  judge  for  yourself  what  are  the 
qualities  you  wish  the  Man  to  possess  to  whom  you 
give  your  Person  and  dedicate  your  time  for  life. 

Having  now,  my  dear  Mary,  disposed  of  your  Pevr, 
tant  bien  que  mat,  that  I  know  weighs  heavy  on  you,  my 
next  care  (for  I  consider  myself  already  wedded  to  you, 
and  bound  to  share  all  your  troubles  and  anxieties, 
which  1  do  du  f<mA  de  man  caur),  is  to  soothe  your 
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throbbing  breait  with  respect  to  your  Father,  Siiter,  and 
your  other  seU  {tt  n'm  d^laiu,  my  other  aeli)  the  dear, 
dear  Stick, — they  must  know,  ai  they  do  not  understand 
either  of  us,  that  when  you  are  mine,  you  will  be  as 
much  theirs  as  ever  you  was,  and  as  they  are  all  inde- 
pendent Beings,  thuy  may  be  with  us  as  much  as  they 
please. 

Both  your  letters  lay  unopened  upon  my  table  till  I 
had  got  so  far,  and  was  proposing  to  open  and  answer 
them  when,  curse  them,  I  was  sent  (or  by  Sir  Wm. 
Pitt '  to  meet  Sir  R.  Abercromby,'  which  probably  will 
detain  me  so  long  that  it  will  not  be  in  my  power  to 
answer  them  till  to-morrow. 

I  have  not  the  .ii  iSt  distant  guess  without  the  aid  of 
the  King's  Deciphrrer,  how  you  can  possibly  read  this 
most  abominable  scrawl.  .  .  . 
f 

I  am  this  moment  returned  from  Sir  Wm.  Pitt,  but 
my  hand  shakes  to  that  degree  it  ii  quite  impossible  for 
me  to  write  any  more.  I  am  reaKy  alarmed  about  my 
wounded  arm  that  I  perceive  grows  every  day  consider- 
ably weaker.  Prepare  yourself  to  be  my  Nurse.  If 
any  thing  can  recover  me,  it  will  be  thy  tenderness  and 
solicitude.  God  bless  and  preserve  you  in  the  same 
sentiments  you  now  experience  for  your  truly  affection- 
ate and  sincere  friend, 

Chas.  O'Haka. 

Tell  me  if  you  have  been  able  (which  I  fear  and 
doubt)  to  decipher  my  letters." 


n 


I* 


1  General  Sir  William  Aaguttui  Pitt  (17J8-1809),  Governor  of  Ports* 
mouth,  1 794-1809. 

>  General  Sir  Ralph  Abercromby  (1734-1801),  who  commanded  the 
expedition  against  the  French  in  the  West  Indies,  1795-6. 

•  Add.  MSS.  37727.  f.  "9- 
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G*nmU  <yH«ra  U>  Os  Hon.  Mrs.  Dam$r 

PonnooTii,  iMpMlv.  Kttmt^i,  i7»5. 
Your  soothing  care,  and  affectionate  solicitude  Jor 
the  dear  Irresistable  claims  my  utmost  gratitude,  and 
plants  you,  my  dearest  friend,  the  most  amiable  as  well 
as  the  most  mteresting  of  women,  in  the  inmost  recesses 
of  my  heart,  where  the  dear  Mary,  seated  tn  somtraim, 
courti  you  to  remain  with  her  for  ever;  there  folded 
in  her  arms,  her  throbbing  breast  pressed  to  yours,  she 
will  thank  you  for  us  both  in  a  language  I  believe  on 
my  soul  to  you  two  alone  on  earth  well  understood. 

In  your  letter  now  before  me,  you  call  upon  and 
urge  me  to  heal  the  wound  my  repeated  groundless 
apprehensions  have  so  deeply  impressed  on  the  too 
susceptible  mind  of  the  dear  Irresistable.  Thinking  of 
me  as  I  trust  you  do,  you  must  know  I  do  not  require 
entreaties  to  remedy  the  evils  .u  are  both  determined 
to  conjure  up  and  accuse  me  with  having  created.  That 
sooth:ng,  pleasing  task  was  the  purport  of  my  yesterday's 
letter  to  Mary,  and  I  repeat  to  you  what  I  observed  to 
her,  that  if  that  letter  does  not  restore  your  conBdence 
as  well  as  hers,  you  are  both  deceived  if  you  suppose' 
Mary  s  happiness  depends  on  me— and  the  sooner  I  am 
forgot,  for  all  our  sakes,  the  better.  I  have  desired 
Mary  to  send  you  that  letter,  as  well  as  that  I  wrote 
her  by  this  day's  post.  It  is  therefore  unnecessary  to 
recapitulate  what  you  will  find  in  those  letters. 

I  have  received  the  letter  you  supposed  the  dear 
Countess"  would  send  me,  which  I  very  sincerely  lament 
I  cannot  answer  this  day's  post,  from  the  very  weak 
state  of  my  arm,  which  I  beg  you  will  have  the  good- 
ness to  explain  to  her.  God  bless  you.— Ever  affec- 
tionately yours, 

Chas.  O'Hara.' 

'  OroUn.,  Udy  Ayltibuiy.  ■  Add.  MSS.  jr/j/,  f.  jjj. 
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Tin  Hon.  Un.  D(m*r  to  Maty  Bmy 

Paih  Placi,  tntmiitf,  /f—trnttr  1 1,  iny 

I  did  not  mean  to  send  you  a  letter  till  to-morrow, 
but  I  cannot  delay  giving  you  the  gratification  I  think 
you  will  feel  on  reading  the  enclosed  from  dear  0'H[ara]. 
It  so  affected  nu  it  must  please  you.  What  a  Being  he 
if,  and  how  unlike  any  other  man  t — except  in  those 
qualities  so  few  men  dare  be  like  himl  As  a  proof 
that  I  do  not  forget  your  injunctions  I  must  tell  you 
that  I  had  gone  but  three  or  four  times  over  0'H[ara]'s 
letter  this  morning  when  a  tap  at  my  door  obliged  me 
quickly  to  dry  the  tears  that  were  still,  I  assure  you, 
fast  trickling  down  my  cheeks,  and  that  I  was  not  cross. 
In  came  my  Mother — and  I  saw /or  busintss — seated 
herself  comfortably  by  the  fire,  and  said,  "  if  I  did  not 
very  much  dislike  it "  she  would  send  for  Copeland  and 
talk  to  him  with  me,  as  together  what  she  had  to  say 
might  be  Iwtter  "  enforced."  This  was  in  consequence 
of  what  Mr.  Hope  had  yesterday  desired  relative  to  the 
Farm,  &c.  &c.  Copeland  is  an  old,  obstinate,  interested 
crone,  to  say  no  more,  determined  to  go  on  in  his  own 
way  in  spite  of  Mr.  Hope,  as  the  latter  told  my  Mother 
in  plain  terms  yesterday.  I  wish  you  had  heard  my 
Mother  "enforce"  and  insist.  I  could  not  in  duty  use 
your  expression  of  "  three  blue  bears,"  but  in  more 
respectful  terms  when  he  was  gene  I  did  just  observe 
she  had  not  shown  herself  very  absolute.  But  enough 
of  that  for  the  present. 

I  am  really  not  easy  about  0'H[ara]'s  arm  ;  I  trust 
to  God  he  is  careful  and  has  consulted  properly  about 
it  and  what  is  to  be  done.  The  climate  of  Gibraltar  will 
do  much,  I  trust.  Would  we  were  both  now  going 
there  to  coddle  him  I  Tis  the  truth,  and  I  will  in- 
dulge myself  at  least  in  the  expressing  a  vain  wish. 
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Wm  then  evM-  anything  like  Mm./  I  oMn  th. 
punle  about  thipi  or  um$  Ikint*  (what,  tot  th<  HI.  i 
'fS^oufh'"*"'  ""•  '•  •"  '"-•  .o7ortS.outV;?om 
bleMyUu.**'""'  ""•  "°*  '"'•  '   """•  ««-"-»«. 

now'sJ^frl""?'  **"«»«n«nuei  North  Eail  ,„d  h.. 
now  been  air  long  enough,  I  believe,  to  have  carried 
or  of  "all"  our  fleet,  out,  and  0'H[ara]  hal*,^^^ 

death.  I  must  remark  hit  never  mentioning  the  storm  • 
the  roaring  winds  must  be  most  familiar  to  his  ears  or 
a«  I  rather  think,  he  did  not  wish  to  dwell  on  wh"  he 
thought  might  at  this  moment  be  a  sub^^c  o?aTarm  to 
you  for  hi.  «Ue.    He  is  not  like  Jny  who  trv  to 

cl^^'^ch  «H'*"r  *°  ""••  -  -"-»'"  4 
!^:.Ti,        ««>  creation  and  commonplace  art  ha. 
a^u    the  same  effect  on  your  mind,  I  am  convinceS^ 
that  It  has  on  mine.    I  was  kept  in  good  humour  vest* 
day  morning-at  lea.t  should  have ''been  pr^ntogoS^ 
humour  had  X  been  disposed  to  be  otherwiJLby  hefS^ 
you  praised.    There  is  nothing  they  did  not  sav  h^~ 
.eparately  and  together.    You  may  Uugh,  bu   1  l^j 
It  was  what  they  felt,  and  not  said/or.  or' to  m  .    E^,^ 
t^um  ,0^  have  said  something  if  .he  had  know^ 
how.    Seriou.ly,  .he  wa.  not,  I  think,  by  at  the  time- 
t  wa.  when  we  were  walking.    My  Mofher  beganb; 
aying  (and  .he  wemed  to  say  it  quite  with  plfasure^ 
that  you  "had  made  a  conquest  of  Miss  Jennings" 

S'::>KoTe."'-  °^™  "^'"^  -"  ♦""'«''  V-  -  '" 
In  the  evening  I  was  in  that  half-oppressed  state 
partly  perhaps  from  the  cold,  that  give,  me  an  uncon-' 
querable  disposition  to  gape  at  every  instant  and  ?he 
St,,  ^"*kT  "  ""comfortable  in  his  way,  tho' 
without  a  shadow  of  crossness,  first  half  asleep  in  a 
chair  by  the  fire,  and  then  talking  to  Louisa.     I  stuck 
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to  th.  cwd  table,  wbtre  I  wm  w.n(«d,  and  Miu  I.n- 

I   with  you  could  have  stayed  at  lea.t  a  day  or 
two  longer  here,  that  we  might  have  talked  over  theM 

iTn  J"  ''•"  °'"f""^  •"S'"'*^  '"'  y""  we"  know 
no  pl«j,„r.,  no  gratification,  can  be  h'alf  enjoyed  by 

a  degree  of  hop.  that  wa.  for  ever  from  my  moet 
diitant  «p«ctation,  tho'  I  felt  .ure  of  the  reflj^trt 
comfort  I  .hould  feel  from  any  happy„e„  you   "^ 

Farewell,  for  I  will  write  a  few  lines  to  O'Hraral 
You  may  keep  the  letter  I  enclo.e,  but  I  rau.t  hite  « 
agam  when  we  meet.    It  i.  the  picture  oT.  mind 
^m.re  and  love,  and  I  ,hall  not  part  with  it.    T»U 

s^verbiiToi:.-  ° '°"'  •"'  ^"  ""•  "*''•'  -p^ 

80  O'Hara  sailed  for  Gibraltar,  and  took  up  his  new 
posrtion,  which  he  held  with  distinction  until  his  death 
on  February  «,  ,8o».  "Old  Cock  of  the  Rock."  he  was 
affectionately  dubbed  by  the  soldiers  of  the  garrison,  and 
there  is  an  interesting  pen-portrait  of  him  in  Captain 
Thomas  Hamilton's  novel,  The  Youth  .^  Ma,^^  of 
Cynl  Thornton,  of  which  an  extract  may  here  be  given 
•ince  perhaps  it  explains  the  attraction  that  he  at  the 
age  of  fifty-six  had  for  a  woma.i  three-and-twenty  year, 
his  junior.  <'  His  appearance,  indeed,  was  of  that  striking 
cast,  which,  wi  once  seen,  is  not  easily  forgotten," 
Hamilton  wrote  :  General  O'Hara  was  the  most  per- 
ect  specimen  I  ever  saw,  of  the  soldier  and  courtier  of 
the  last  age,  and  in  his  youth  had  fought  with  Granby 

■  Add.  MSS.  ityrf,  1. 135. 
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•ltd  Ugonlar.  On*  could  havt  tworn  to  tl  by  hit  au 
Md  look— nay,  by  the  very  cut  of  bit  coat— that  douUa 
row  of  lauMg*  curli  that  projected  on  aiUwr  flank  of 
hit  toupee— or  Ui«  faahlon  of  the  huge  military  boota 
which  rivalled  in  tiae,  and  far  oulthone  in  luitre,  Ihoee 
of  a  Dutch  litherman  ce  French  poetillion.  Never  had 
he  changed  for  a  more  modem  covering  the  Kcven- 
holler  hal,  which  had  been  the  (aihion  of  hi*  youth. 
There  it  waa,  in  *hape  preciiely  that  of  an  equilateral 
triangle,  placed  with  mathematical  precision  on  the 
head,  somewhat  elevated  behind,  and  sloping  in  an 
unvarying  angle  downwards  to  the  eyes,  surmounted 
by  a  long  stiff  feather  rising  from  a  large  rosette  of 
black  ribbon  on  the  dexter  side.  This  was  the  last  of 
the  Kevenhullt^rs;  it  died,  and  wu  buried  with  the 
Governor,  for  no  specimen  has  since  been  discovered, 
and  the  Kevenhutter  hat,  like  the  Mammoth  and  the 
Mastodon,  has  become  extinct  for  ever."  * 

Mary  Berry  stayed  in  England,  looking  forward 
eagerly  to  the  day  that  would  for  ever  bring  them 
together.  Such  pleasure  as  she  might  have  found  in 
this  marriage  was  not,  however,  to  oe  hers.  O'Hara 
was  a  lover  of  the  sex,  and  the  la^t  man  in  the  world 
to  subsist  on  a  platonic  attachment.  At  Gibraltar  he 
formed  connections  with  two  women,  by  each  of  whom 
he  had  a  family,  and  he  soon  cea'^  to  care  for  the 
woman  he  had  wished  to  make  his  wife.  Mary  Berry 
certainly  had  herself  to  blame  for  the  result,  though 
probably  it  was  best  for  her  that  the  love-affair  ended 
as  it  did.    O'Hara  is  perhaps  not  to  be  blamed  for 

'  CyriJ  r»tmum  {tai  ti.)Jl  14J.  The dcKitpllon  of  ailin,  howner, 
il  u  Mcond-liuKl,  fee  C^Min  Htmllton,  who  wu  bom  In  17I9,  ncTCt 
Hw  him. 
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(wlini  aggri***]  thai  hii  /Umcii  put  tht  (Mlin|»  of 
othan  btfore  contidervlion  for  him.  She  would  nul 
marry  him  when  he  urged  hei ,  becaiM  the  would  not 
hurt  Horace  Walpole,  because  the  would  not  leave  her 
father  and  her  tiiier,  to  the  happineu  of  each  of  whom 
the  regarded  herielf  at  indiipentable,  A  lover  might  be 
forgiven  for  taking  the  view  that  he  should  lirtt  be  con- 
sidered. The  end  of  the  story  it  bail  told  by  the  lettera 
that  patted  between  them. 


Umy  Birry  k>  Ctntral  0'H»r» 

\tMd1ml,  ilnijmmuiy  in*), 

Setting  to  work  with  a  pen,  ink  and  paper  and 
an  Arithmetic  upon  the  plan  of  life  you  at  firtt  pro- 
posed, my  dear  friend,  I  find,  as  indeed  I  told  you  at 
the  time,  that  it  would  cott  much  more  than  you  had 
any  idea  of,  and  much  more  even  than  the  funds  of 
which  you  then  supposed  yourself  possessed.  But  upon 
a  smaller  scale  (on  the  accuracy  of  which  from  my  ex- 
perience in  my  Tather's  house  I  think  you  may  depend) 
I  have  made  out  a  plan  which,  I  am  persuaded,  includes 
every  comfort  necessary  to  a  small  establishment  in 
London  upon  the  only  footing  that  you  and  I  should 
like  any  establishment — that  of  order  and  regular  ex- 
pence,  not  of  pinching  economy  and  pitiful  savings  of 
which  I  am  as  incapable  as  yourself,  c'etl  tout  dire.  You 
who  are  perfectly  unacquainted  with  the  details  of  an 
Establishment  in  this  town,  will,  I  daresay,  be  astonished 
at  the  expence  of  every  article.  I  have  taken  them  up 
at  their  present  high  price,  anH  made  such  a  liberal 
allowance  upon  most  of  them  that  I  think  we  should 
never  exceed  and  might  sometimes  be  within  the  mark ; 
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bill  upon  •  Im*  lum,  Om  ii  to  My,  at  Im  Uun  Um  rtto 
01  into  ram  p«r  annum,  I  don'l  think  you  could  pottibly 
llw  comfortably  to  yourwlf  in  London.    I  mmn  Mting 
agrcwbly  all  IhoM  (rianda  who  ihould  pra(ar  a  naat 
plain  dinner  or  lupptr,  and  Mr  agrttM*  tecitty  to  a 
rrtnch  Cook  and  dull  company.    Vou  will  Ma  i  havt 
cut  off  all  your  exlravagarcien,  your  Saddle  HofMa,  your 
teparaie  carriage,  and  one  o(  your  Men-8«rvantt  i  and 
ytt  1  have  not  reduced  my  calculation  within  the  limito 
you  prescribed  ;  but  I  have  lo  ob^rve  that  our  eipencea 
whether  we  were  in  the  Kin|{dom  o(  Oibrallar,  vitiling 
the  l>yramid«,  or  on  any  other  Iravellmg  ichemt.  whalto- 
ever  would  everywhere  be  conniderably  leu  than  eataU 
liahed  in   London,— and  that  whenever  you  hnd  auch 
eftabli»hroenl  inconvenient  or  imprudent,  I  ihall  be  the 
person  mott  eager  lo  break  it  up  and  most  willins  lo 
accompany  you  lo  any  other  part  ol  the  Olobe.     I 
mu»l  tell  you   too,  that  upon  m-   father's  Ulking  to 
me  upon  the  subject  of  afT.ira,  which  be  haa  done 
since  we  parted,  I   find   him  quite  unwilling  that   I 
should  be  a   burthen   to  you,  and   determined   that 
evm7  thing   I   can   have  from  him   shall   belong  to 
you  as  soon  aa  I  do  myself.    Enough  upon  the  sub- 
ject   of   money,  on    which    I    know   we    both   think 
much  alike.     I  am  aware  of  all  its  advanUges,  take 
all  It  procures,  and  know  how  little  it  can  be  done 
without ;   but  llu  mor,  or  the  ku  never  made  happi- 
ness, and  when  weighed  against  the  real  satisfactions 
of  the  heart  is  not  (even  to  the  sober  eye  of  reason) 
a  feather  in  the  scale. 


[Entltamn.] 

Om  pair  of  Job  Horm  inclutiv*  ofcoachmaii'i 

wagci  for  t  monlhi  of  (he  ytar  . 
Annual  npain  lo  Carriage  about 
Two  Men  Satvanii  al  £10  apiece 
Ad  Upper  Man  al  the  waget  of       ,       .       . 
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man    ...       

Hmm  mi  ud  iu«               ,       ,       .       . 
Cod*.  
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Gfiitrnl  VHtf  h  Uu  Htm.  Mrt.  Damtr 

Ull>ALT/lt,  April  tH,  iTt*. 

WlMn  you  hava  smr  my  letter  to  your  iriend,  you 
.will  undentand  (or  what  rewon  I  complain  of  the  very 
eitraordinary  treatment  I  have  received  from  you  both, 
and  how  very  lentibly  I  am  affected  by  it,— par- 
ticularly from  you,  who  I  love  with  the  warmed,  most 
cordial  affection, — not  only  (or  your  own  uncommon 
excellencief,  but  because  you  are  the  Daughter  of  the 
two  people  upon  E^th  to  -vhom  I  feel  the  moM  obliged 
for  the  affectionate  countenance  and  protection  upon 
which  my  good  fortune  and  pride  has  been  built,— 
Farewell.* 


'  AM.  MSS.  ]77)7,  f.  l6». 
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Mary  Bmy  to  Gen.  (THara 

»i,„^'l..'?L''°"''**  "'  *'  '"  end.-You  have  at  last 
thought  fit  to  speak  a  language  which  no  prepossession 
can  mistake,  nor  no  indulgence  palliate.-I  have  now  re- 
ceived your  letters  of  the  a6th  February  and  30th  March 
and  Mrs.  D[amer]  your  letter  of  the  7lh  March—Make 
yourself  perfectly  easy. -Your  having  '•  consenUd  to 
becom  my  Husband  "  as  you  are  pleased  to  express  your- 
self to  Mrs.  D[amer]  will  entail  none  of  the  evil,  you 
so  much  dread.  ' 

My  last  letter  of  the  4th  April  will  have  shown  you 
my  unwillingness  to  believe  and  my  determination  not 
to  admit,  the  only  interpretation  your  long  silences  and 
the  very  improper  style  of  your  letters  could  bear,  till 
sanctioned  by  yourself. -That  sanction  you  have  at  last 
fully  and  completely  given  in  two  letters  whose  least 

^L- V        I  IJ.''"^.''  *""8°  °'  i^^i^tencUs  and 
contradicttans,  both  with  regard  to  me  and  yonwri/l-Thev 
are  expressed  in  terms  which  I  believe  were  never  before 
used  to  any  GenOewotnan,  not  to  say  to  any  woman  of 
common  sense  and  common  spirit.-They  have,  however, 
compUtely  done  their  business,  yet  so  persuaded  have 
you  chosen  to  be  (from  what  part  of  my  character  I  am 
perfectly  at  a  loss  to  guess)  that,  whatever  your  conduct, 
/   am  determined  to  marry  you,  that  I   fancy  you  will 
hardly  now  believe  your  own  eyes  or  my  assertions.- 
You  desire  me  to  be  explicit  and  to  be  serious  (as  if  / 
had  ever  been  otherwise)  but  I  shall  now  be  explicit  in 
your  own  words,  which  as  they  are  generally  very  extra- 
ordinary ones,  may  perhaps  (to  yourself)  be  clearer  than 
any  others._I  do  then  "indeed  suppose,  and  verily  believe 
that  you  have  recourse  to  a  thousand  falsehoods  and  imagine 
ary  apprehensions  merely  as  a  cover  to  disguise  the^eal 
cause,  your  having  altered  your  mind  and  not  meaning  to 
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Marry." — Your  letter  to  Mrs.  D.  confirms  this  to  me, 
nay,  owns  the  change  in  your  sentiments  in  express 
terms. — And,  on  the  other  hand,  even  suppo"-!']^  y  ui 
intentions  with  regard  to  marriage  were  n  t  really 
altered,  then  your  conduct  towards  me  for  the.  .  'r..-:i  six 
months  has  been  such  as  "  justly  to  have  for/eita,  .;  yoJ 
opinion  with  all  its  inevitable  consequences, — my  affection 
and  esteem." 

My  frank,  open,  honourable  nature  would  have  pre- 
ferred and  given  you  credit  for  a  more  immediate,  a  more 
decided  and  a  more  Gentlemanlike  avowal  of  a  change  in 
your  sentiments ;  it  would  have  spared  me  many  months 
of  cruel  anxiety,  and  when  I  had  ceased  to  consider  you  as 
a  Lover,  your  character  would  to  me  have  remained  in- 
violate as  a  friend. — You  have  chosen  it  otherwise ;  so 
fare  you  well,  and  if  ever  in  future  you  feel  the  want  or 
require  the  comfort  of  a  sincere,  intelligent,  affectionate 
friend,  remember  the  pains  you  took  to  eradicate  senti- 
ments which  you  will  then  no  longer  mistrust  and  of 
which  no  power  on  earth  but  yourself  could  have 
robbed  you. — Farewell. 

.4pri/  29H, 

Since  writing  the  abovo,  I  have  seen  your  friend, 
Mr.  Barnes,  who  delivered  me  your  letter  of  the  20th 
March,  and  I  have  since  received  your  letters  of  the 
27th. — They  are  all  of  a  piece  with  the  unwarrant- 
able and  unprovoked  language  of  the  other  two,  but  a 
hundred  such  letters  would  noui  have  no  other  effect 
upon  me  than  confirming  my  indifference  to  their 
opinions  of  myself,  and  my  pity  for  their  wrong-headed 
writer,  who,  under  the  mask  of  exaggerated  ideas  of 
honour  and  justice,  is  perhaps  not  aware  he  is  guilty  of 
a  flagrant  breach  of  both. — In  your  letter  of  the  27th 
March  you  talk  to  me  of  keeping  you  in  doubt  and  un- 
certainty— to  me  who,  till  the  receipt  of  your  last  letters, 
had  no  more  doubt  of  becoming  your  wife  than  she  has 
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now  of  having  nothing  more  to  do  with  th.  »,       .. 

.u£  to  .K;.:;:f„r  ^'■°  "^ '°""''  --^  p'«-'S 

'act  ,  have  n.en.ione?;ouTant;arrch^"';;^S 
The  Hon.  Mrs.  Darner  to  General  OHara 

G«0SVIN0»  Square,  Maj,  i,  ifgi, 

of  your  letter  which  relates  to  mvself  /nrt  7/        J^    ' 
The  ml      i™'!!*''  °"  y°"^  <=°"''"<=«  to  my  friend 

dccs.on.    AS  to  .yseif,  .y  real  anrslrer^rtd^hlp" 

'Ad<i.MSS.377„.f.„». 
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for  you  was  (ounded  on  an  opinion  of  your  character — 
a  compound,  as  I  thought,  of  honour,  sine  ity  and 
affection,  which  your  conduct  for  these  five  months 
passed  has  proved  so  very  erroneous,  it  is  impossible 
that  friendship  can  as  formerly  subsist.  Not  that  1 
shall  ever  be  blind  to  your  merits,  or  what  1  still  believe 
in,  the  natural  goodness  of  your  heart,  but  so  corrupted 
are  your  sentiments  and  opinions,  I  suppose  by  bad 
habits  and  a  bad  world,  that  they  are  in  fact  scarcely, 
and  I  am  sure  in  this  occasion  not  at  all,  to  be  traced. 
When  we  parted  (Oct.  28th),  all  doubts,  scruples  and 
fears,  in  appearance,  were  banished  from  your  breast ; 
your  confidence  in  me  at  the  time  seemed  such  as 
would  have  engaged  you  to  express  them,  had  any 
remained  respecting  my  friend  and  your  future  con- 
nection :  all,  in  short,  was  settled  relative  to  your 
marriage  but  the  mode  and  means  of  your  meeting. 
No  new  difficultys  have  arisen,  no  change  on  her  side, 

to  my  certain  knowledge,  had  taken  place On  April 

the  27th  I  received  your  letter  of  the  7th  '.'  irch,  fhr 
first  addressed  to  me  since  your  departs  ■  ^n  this 
letter  I  shall  make  no  comments;  but  les>  hould 

have  forgotten  its  contents,  as  a  justificatiun  of  what 
I  have  said  I  enclose  you  one  of  triplicates  you  sent 
me. — Farewell. 

Anne  S.  Damer.' 


IS 

n 


Mary  Berry  to  General  O'Hara 

Twick[bnha]m,/m^  16,  1796. 
Alas,  my  dear   friend,  how  have  you   trifled   and 
doubted  away  both  your  own  happiness  and  mine ! — I 
have  this  moment  received  your  letter  of  the  20th  June. 
The  high  opinion,  the  confidence  and  the  affection 
which  you  know  I  have  so  long  had  for  you  when 
'  Add.  MSS.  377J7,  f.  239. 
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considenng  you  merely  in  the  light  of  .  friend,  still 
assures  me  that  what  you  say  in  your  letter  is  strictly 
true  or  at  least  what  you  believe  to  be  so.  And  as 
lar  as  I  am  able  to  comprehend  your  real  meanine 
and  wishes  from  your  letter  j  it  is  this  :-That  your 
tnttnttons  with  regard  to  me  have  never  altered/but 

i^°,Xr"7""  T"^'^  "."'^  separation  gave  you  time 
to  reflect  and  see  what  would  be  probably  the  resuU  of  our 
mamage  considered  on  the  serioui  side,"  such  doubts  and 
fears  of  our  mutual  happiness  arose  in  your  mi  id  as 
you  thought  necessary  to  communicate  to  me— Re- 
member It  is  not  of  this  I  complain :  on  the  contrary, 
you  know  my  principal  reason  for  objecting  to  our 
marriage  before  you  left  England  was  that  it  might 
be  sanctioned  by  reHexion,  but  the  moment  that  reflexion 

.T.!;^  ^  ^^^^^'  '^  T"  '"  "  '•"''""'  "Bht,  the  moment 
such  doubts  and  fears  took  possession  of  your  mind 
that  moment  you  should  have  decidedly  and  openly 
owned  your  altered  feelings,  instead  of  only  starting 
injurious  doubts  which  your  always  making  to  originate 
■n  my  sentiments  instead  of  your  own,  together  with 
he  frequent  levity  of  your  style,  have  alone  thus 
long  deceived  me  both  as  to  your  conduct  and  your 
real  wishes.-A/y  constitution  and  character  does  not 
like  yours  "urge  and  press  me  on  wUh  Giant  steps  uPon 
every  occasu>nr  On  the  contrary,  obliged  i.om  my 
earliest  youth  not  only  to  think  for  myself,  but  to 
think  for  those  who  ought  to  have  thought  for  me, 

L  uu  f""'  '°  '"*''*  *^'»"'  »'eps  in  nothing  but 
thoughtfulness  and  precaution.  I  had  given  the  subject 
Of  our  union  my  most  serious  consideration  in  every 
point  of  view  in  which  /  could  place  it,  before  I  agreed 
to  It,  and  before  we  parted.  No  separation  would  then 
have  made  any  difference  in  my  opinion  till  I  was 
convinced  it  had  altered  yours,  but  the  instant  this 
was  the  case  to  have  concealed  it  from  me  would 
have  been  treachery  to  my  alUonfiding  affection  and 
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sacrificing  every  real  principle  of  honour  to  a  Phantom 
that  would  have  made  us  both  miserable.  All  I  have 
to  complain  of  is  that  you  did  not  sooner  explain 
yourself  in  clearer  and  less  offensive  language,  and 
not  continue  for  months  together  writing  to  the  Being 
who,  by  your  own  account,  you  still  continued  to 
love,  letters  whose  styl/^,  arguments,  and  general  import 
deceived  not  only  my  partial  judgement  but  that  of 
my  friend  (interested  in  nothing  so  much  as  me  and 
yourself),  that  of  my  Father,  that  of  my  Sister,  and  that 
of  the  sober  head  of  your  friend,  Mr.  Barnes,  whose 
letters  to  you  (which  he  showed  me)  must  surely  have 
convinced  you;  if  anything  could,  of  the  extreme  im- 
proprii  ty  and  cruelty  of  your  letters  to  a  woman  you 
still  loved,  respected,  jud  intended  to  become  your 
wife.  Can  you  possibly  think  that  so  m^ny  people,  all 
warmly  partial  to  you,  should  unite  in  wilfully  misunder- 
standing and  misconstruing  your  letters,  if  they  had 
bein  in  any  respect  such  as  reason  and  affection  should 
have  dictated  to  a  peraon  in  my  situation,  at  such  a 
distance,  and  who  always  addressed  you  with  the  perfect, 
unbounded  confidence  and  affection  which  she  always 
felt  for  you  ?— Can  you,  1  say,  think  this  possible  ?  And 
yet  in  your  letter  of  to-day  you  still  continue  to  talk 
of  your  having  been  "  so  ungenerously  and  unhandsomely 
misconstrued." 

What  ther.  remains  for  me  but,  while  I  acquit  you 
of  any  dishorourable  change  in  your  intentions,  to  lament, 
which,  belie  ire  me,  I  do  heartily,  an  obstinati;  wrong- 
headedness  which  in  despite  even  of  your  jwn  wishes 
will  ever  prevent  your  judging  fairly  either  of  my 
character,  or  that  of  my  friend,  and  consequently  of 
treating  either  as  they  deserve,— to  lament  that  the  false 
and  profligate  ideas  which  I  know  you  entertam  of 
women  in  general,  and  which  I  have  so  often  and  so 
seriously  combated  long  before  I  thought  myself  at  all 
concerned  in  your  opinion,  should  have  so  pervaded 


I  ii"" 


i 


I  as 


BERRY    PAPERS 


your  Mntiiuents  and  «o  faNjfied  your  view  of  everv 
.nd.vidual  „  even  ,o  prevent  your'warm  Z  eteTn' 
heart  mdulgins  m  its  natural  and  unbiased  feelin« 
toward,  thow  be.t  formed  to  understand  and  'ZT 
th«e  w,th  themf-Sineerely  do  I  pity  ,  di.pSn 
which  I  know  muit  infi.ct  upon  itKlf  atmoa  a,  much 
pa  n  a.  it  has  given  me,  for  your  natural  good  tense 
wil  often  for  a  time,  get  the  better  of  these  vile  pr^ 
jud  ces,  and  you  will  then  feel  that  while  they  deprive 
luLt  "'rr  """«."»•  "nSive  rational  comfort,  they 
supply  nothing  ,n  it.  place  but  unavailing  precaution,, 
useless  doubts,  and  ungenerous  sentiments 

..  -^^l  ^°""'  ""^*''  ''  ""«  *<  »■«  «""'«  to  piMd 
agatnsi  freposesston  and  p,eMkt  «  Wrongly  takm  ui 
as  m,ne  appears  to  be."  You  see  I  have  neither  -TeC 
esston  nor  •' prejudiu."  and  that  the  moment  you 
speak  senously,  I  seriously  acquit  you  of  any  chance 
m  your  ,„<^,<,„5;  but  how  can  I  acquit  you  of  what 
y.u,  neither  own  nor  attempt  a  justification  of,-your 
various  and  repeated  misconceptions  and  want  of  con- 

eternaflv'"  ""^  '=.''^™='" '  "o*  Can  I  acquit  you  of 
eternally  construing  the  frank,  unaffected  dictates  of  my 
affection  for  you  into  a  determination  of  marriage  of  any 
sort,  and  an  eagerness  for  this  in  particular,  which  in  the 
very  next  sentence,  perhaps,  of  the  same  letter,  you 
declared  It  was  utterly  impossible  for  me  to  like  or 
wish  ?     How  can  1  acquit  you  of  the  mad  wrongheaded- 

which  my  friend  sent  you  by  Lisbon,  merely  to  acceler- 
ate our  meeting  which  we  then  thought  you  desired  as 
much  as  ourselves,  and  your  returning  answers,  not 
only  the  most  highly  improper  and  affronting  in  them- 
selves, but  the  most  perfectly  unconnected  with  the 
letters  to  which  they  ought  to  have  replied?  Tdl  me 
heaV  rJJnfh  l"  ^""^  ^'if'T^nding  of  all  this,  for  your 

comfort  of  h^t'^'T'"'"*-''"'^  '  '"'"y^""  h»ve  the 
comfort  of  thinking  of  you  as  I  did  six  months  ago. 


■* 
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I  have  still  a  high  value  for  your  frieiidihip  and  good 
opinion,  both  of  which  I  /tW  I  deserve,  but  I  will  never 
purchase  either  by  the  baseness  of  saying  1  regret  a 
conduct  guided  throughout  by  the  calm  dictates  of  the 
sincerest  and  most  rational  affection  for  you,  tempering 
the  consideration  ever  due  to  oneself ;  a  conduct  which 
I  am  certain,  were  you  an  unprejudiced  spectator,  you 
yourself  would  he  the  first  to  approve.  When  you  talk 
of  "  the  tone  of  harsh  and  bitter  invective  with  which  you 
have  been  treated"  I  have  only  to  conclude  you  weigh 
your  own  words  as  little  as  you  do  those  of  others,  and 
to  refer  you  to  a  reperusal  of  all  my  letters,  and  most 
especially  that  of  i8th  Ma[y]  (or  March)  in  which  if  you 
do  not  find  "  cool,  deliberate,  kind  and  reasonable  admoni- 
tions," I  shall  cease  endeavouring  to  convince  myself  that 
the  O'Hara  with  whom  I  have  been  corresponding  is 
the  same  warmhearted,  rational,  affectionate  O'Hara 
with  whom  I  parted  in  October.— Farewell.' 

With  this  communication  ends  the  correspondence 
between  Mary  Berry  and  O'Hara;  but  there  are  two 
other  letters  hitherto  unpublished  which  deal  with  the 
subject,  and  may  fittingly  here  be  inserted. 


Mary  Berry  to  John  Barnes 

BOOMOR,  Auguzl  JO,  1796. 

Dear  Sir,—  1  am  much  obliged  by  your  letter  of  the 
27th,  and  the  desire  you  manifest  to  justify  yourself 
from  any  supposed  want  of  candour  and  openness  in 
your  conduct  toward  me.  1  believe  you  perfectly  in- 
capable of  any,  intentionally,  and  1  do  you  the  justice 
to  believe  that  nothing  but  your  earnest  desire  to  make 
some  sort  of  apology  for  your  friend,"  and  to  spare  what 

'  Add.  MSS.  37-J7,  f.  331. 

'  Generil  O'Hara.     Bamea  ii  mentioned  in  the  letter  from  Mary  Berry  to 
O'Hara,  July  16,  1796. 
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you  might  tuppoM  my  woundtd  pride,  could  indue* 
you  to  pay  K,  iMd  .  compliment  to  my  undent.ndinc 
M  to  brmg  forward  an  apology  which  hat  been  ,lwy, 
Offered,  and  ntvtr  believed,  ever  tince  men  and  women 
nave   been    mutually   inconstant,    via.    that  exceu  o( 
affec  ion  urges  them  to  part,  and  excessive  considera- 
tion for  their  happiness  dictates  making  them  miserable. 
'  00  you  more  justice  than  to  suppose  that  even  in  spile  of 
your  partiality  to  your  Friend,  such  an  apology  «|fi,fie, 
either  your  heart  or  your  understanding.    You  know  that 
■< '»  no  unheard  of  thing  for  people  to  change  their  mind 
upon  these  occasions,  and  that  when  they  have  no  shadow 
of  complaint  to  make,  they  then  feel  themselves  in  a  very 
awkward  predicament,  and  I  am  persuaded  that,  in  spite 
Of  your  present  admiration  of  your  friend's  conduct, 
you  would  have  thought  it  much  more  "worthy  of  his 
Character"  (and  I  am  sure  it  would  have  been  much 
more  worthy  of  mint)  to  have  honestly  owned  this 
Change  in  a  very  different  manner,  instead  of  always 
putting  m  in   the  wrong    and  by  the   most   unkind, 
affrontmg  and  improper  letters,  forcing    me    into   a 
determination  which  he  had  long  before  taken  himself,- 
and  itcetvtng  me  (I  use  the  true  word,  deceiving  me)  for 
months  together  as  to  his  real  wishes. 

I  require  no  answer.  Sir,  to  this  letter.  I  neither 
wish  to  wound  your  feelings  by  obliging  you  to  con- 
demn the  conduct  of  your  Friend,  nor  to  betray  your 
■ntegnfy  into  attempting  an  excuse  for  it.  I  have  the 
satisfaction  of  thinking  that  he  himself  knows  me  too 
well  not  to  feel  that  my  heart  as  little  deserves  his 
conduct  as  my  understanding  his  apology. 

When  I  return  to  town,  I  shall  certainly  inform  you, 
and  shall  be  happy  at  all  times  to  have  the  pleasure  of 
seeing  you.— I  am,  dear  Sir,  Your  obliged  and  obedient 
humble  servant,  m.  Berry,' 


'  Add.  MSS.  37727,  f.  J43. 
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Mn.  Chomtley  to  Mary  Bitty 

Si,tt^,  ffmtmhtr  sS^  1794, 

I  must  write  to  you,  my  poor,  my  best  friend,  yet 
indeed  I  hardly  know  what  to  tay !  My  mother  unl  me 
your  little  note  to  her,  dated  lait  Tuesday.  -Your  Mind 
(and  luch  a  Mind)  to  overut  had  sufficiently  agitated 
and  diiiturb[ed]  me,  but  to  find  that  so  s>rioui  bodily 
iltneu  l.as  been  added  to  all  your  other  suHcringi  docs 
indeed  make  me  thoroughly  miserable  about  you.— My 
last  letter  too — oppressed  and  overcome  as  you  are — may, 
I  fear,  ha»e  appeared  too  severe,  and  from  the  mere 
infirmity  of  your  Body,  what  I  meant  to  rotae  may  have 
contributed  to  crush  you!  All  these  ideas  together 
distress  and  perplex  me  more  than  I  can  express.  Yet 
I  know  your  Heart  must  forgive  and  acquit  me,  and  to 
Mai  I  appeal  which  I  am  sure  can  never  fail  you,  even 
tho'  all  else  is  wreck'd  and  convuls'd.— Till  I  hear  'roin 
you  again,  I  can  suggest  nothing  to  you.— Poor  Agnes 
feels  about  you  exactly  as  t  did,  namely,  that  till  this  last 
letter  of  his,  your  Heart  had  never  relinquished  its 
Hopes.  Yet  surely,  surely,  such  a  mind  as  yours  must 
rise  superior  to  all  the  affliction  and  disappointment 
which  have  blasted  your  affections.— rAa<  mind  must 
rejoice  even  while  the  heart  bleed<;,  at  its  di^  >very  and 
escape  from  a  union  for  life  with  such  a  character !  I 
am  confident  you  was  ever  deceived  by  this  man.— I  have 
often  told  you  your  own  character  so  bewitches,  so 
imposes  on  those  who  once  know  and  admire  you  that 
they  absolutely  shine  by  your  light,  and  their  own 
inferior  selves,  shrinking  before  your  noble  character, 
imperceptibly  adopt  your  opinions,  receive  your  colour- 
ing, and  fancy  the  borrow'd  plumes  their  own  i  I  know 
not  if  you  understand  me,  but  Men,  even  the  best  Men, 
1  often  think,  under  this  influence  from  Women  they 
respect    and    admire,    even   for  your  inferiors. — How 
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much  more  from  you  I    I  laitlv  and  but  Utily  hwrd 
hitn  ipoken  o<  at  a  Man  of  iha  niMt  (righKul  and  un. 
governable  paiaion—Wa.  you  aware  o»  that  f    Oh,  my 
beloved  (riend,  Jor  Oodi  uke,  for  the  nalie  of  your  own 
admirable  character,  rouM  yourielf  and  do  not  (ink 
under   pauion  and  diiappointmeni,  like  a    common, 
weak-minded  woman  t    Vou  are  now  called  upon  to 
«I.-Can  you  bear  it  ahould  be  laid  ol  you,  that  your 
Mind  It  wholly  ovmti,  and  lubmit  to  be  pMtd,  where 
you  ought  to  be  adminif    Do  not  to  disappoint  all  my 
Hope«,  or  lower  the  itandard  of  your  own  gloriout 
character  I     You    crnnnol,    certainly   cannot,    for    one 
moment  lament  the  Evtnt,  tho'  you  mutt  lament  your 
ditappoinlment  in   the   Man.    They  mutt    be  totally 
diitinct  te.      ioni  in  a  Mind  clear  and  diicriminating, 
like  yourt.    Pauion  might  confound  them  in  a  weak, 
tilly  Woman,  but  you  cannot.— You  have  acted  rightly 
-You  have  acted  happUy  I --Ht(i  he  tucceeded  and 
in  a  moment  worked  up  by  Pp->ion  persuaded  you  to 
become  hit  wife  before  he  w     ;    to  Gibraltar,  what 
would  now  have  been  your  situation  f     He  hat  proved 
himself  too  inditputably  heartUti,  ungraUful,  ungtiurousf 
What  more  it  necessary  for  your  utter  misery  ?    Oh,  that 
I  could  be  with  you  1     I  fear  Mm.  Darner's  too  mild  and 
easy  nature    which  always  feels  its  inftriority  to  the 
object  of  her  Imit.    You  must  apply  to  the  energies  of 
your  own   character.     If    you   resist    you  will    -urely 
conquer;  but  alas,  if  you  yield,  if  heart  and  temper 
once  conquer  Reason  and  Judgment,  your  defeat  is 
lamentable,  and  I  fear  will  be  loo  permanent.    You  have 
much  left  you— Friends,  sucb  as  few  possess— indeed, 
indeed,  few  human  beings  can  boast,  1  believe,  three 
such  Hearts  devoted  to  them  as  poor  Agnes's,  Mrs 
D[amer]'s  and  my  own.— You  ought  to  feel  in  all  your 
distress  that  these  aid,  steady  friends  remain  to  you,  trut, 
tritd  Hearts — Such  was  not  that  you  have  lost,  and 
which  has  shown  itself  thoroughly  unworthy  such  a 
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crwlnre  M  your,«U.  Adi.u,  Adi,u.-Th.  d.K„  h.l| 
ringt  »nd  I  muii  r«cciv«  whoever  ii  ;^_||  wai  Sir  O 
Wombw.ll  and  Urd  Ch.  U.llMy„._H.  i.  ,  «„- 
dMhing  Geniut,  a  fru«  characler  of  Ihe  Aoe 

D[^"J .  '""•"'•^'  >'<•  moU  kindly  to  Mr*. 

The  bfeaking  off  of   her  engagement   to  General 
O  Kara  left  Miti  Herry  a  very  ».d  woman  j  and  when 
her  fnendi,  Meking  to  alleviate  her  dinlre..,  blamed  her 
falM  lover,  the  warmly  defended  him.    "  I  itill  believe," 
•he  wrote  to  one  of  these  welUmeaning  »oul.,  "that  had 
this  Kparation  never  taken  place,  I  ,hould  never  have 
had  to  complain  of  him,  nor  hr  to  doubt  me."    In  this 
opinion  she  never  wavered,nor  did  ihe  ever  forgetOHara 
■Thi,  place  and  everything  about  it  recall,  in  Ihe  mo,t 
lively  manner,   scenes  and   recollections  to  my  mind, 
which,  i.iough  melancholy.   I  cannot  call  unpleaaing," 
she  wrote  to  Mrs.  Darner  in  August  1798  from  Chelten- 
ham, where  three  years  earlier  she  and  O'Hara  had  been 
.t  the  same  time.    "They  are,  thank  Heaven,  unembittered 
by  reproach,  and  undisr-     ■»  by  folly.    My  imagination 

seem,  to  pas,  over  eve., g  that  ha,  happened  since, 

»nd  to  brmg  me  back  to  the  calm  but  lively  enjoyment 
of  a  society  in  which  I  delight.""  There  are  other 
reference,  m  the  /oHmal,  to  the  incident.  "After  tea 
Mr.  Greathead,  at  my  request,  read  to  us  his  translation 
m  verse  of  Boccaccio's  Usabtlla  and  h.r  Brolktr,,"  she 
noted  in  1807,  when  staying  at  Guy's  Cliff.  "  I  had 
heard  it  once  before,  eleven  years  ago,  at  their  hou«;  in 
Bryanstone  Street,  on  an  evening  memorable  to  me, 
for  It  was  that  on  which  I  had  at  last  relieved  my  own 
■Add.M8S.,;7a;,t^5.  ./^^OLro. 
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mind  and  tempi**,  by  confiding  to  ny  Mcond  foilMr, 
Lord  Orfnrd,  thai  in  •  few  month*,  M  I  lh«n  thought,  I 
WM  to  laav*  him  (or  •  *till  dearer  friend  and  a  ntarar 
connection,  and,  aaliified  with  havmg  acted  up  to  the 
mo«t  •crupuloua,  the  mo*t  romantic  ideaa  o(  the  dulic* 
of  friendship,  I  waa  indulging  mytcit  in  all  the  rational 
hope*  and  fair  proipecti  which  •ecmed  then  to  open  to 
my  (till  enthutiatlic  mind.  Alaat  alatt  all  too  loon 
cruelly  oruthed,  and  *incc  levelled  with  the  duat."' 
Mil*  Kerry  in  her  Ktmmitttmtt  hat  ttated  that  Mitt 
Berry,  toward*  the  end  of  her  life,  "one  evening  re- 
counted the  tad  itory  of  her  engagement,  to  long  ago  in 
time,  but  freih  in  her  memory  a«  if  it  were  the  tale  of 
yetterday.  She  detcribed  her  lait  interview  with  thi* 
fine-looking  toldier,  in  the  primu  of  hi*  life,  with  auch 
graphic  power,  that  hi*  image  leemed  ttanding  before  ut." 
Some  year*  after  the  engagement  wa*  broken,  *he  lealed 
up  the  correapondence.  After  etght-and-forty  yean, 
when  the  had  patted  the  age  of  fourtcore,  the  opened 
the  packet,  and  intcried  the  following  tad  note : 

"Thit  parcel  of  lettert  relate  to  the  tix  bappieit 
montht  of  my  long  and  intignificant  eziatence,  although 
theae  six  montht  were  accompanied  by  fatiguing  and 
unavoidable  uncertainty,  and  by  the  abtence  of  every 
thing  that  'ould  constitute  pretent  enjoyment.  But  I 
looked  forv  <rd  to  a  future  exiitence  which  I  felt  for  the 
firtt  time  would  have  called  out  all  the  power*  of  my 
mind  and  all  the  warmett  feelings  of  my  heart,  and 
thould  have  been  tupported  by  one  who  but  for  the 
cruel  absence  which  separated  us,  would  never  have  for 
a  moment  doubted  that  we  should  have  materially  con- 
tributed to  each  other't  happinett.    Thete  proipects 

■  /mrntli,  U.  Jte. 
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mo.1  unlucky  manner,  cruahed  the  U.r  (■hric  of  mv 

rock  o    S.u^u.1  T.^h""'"""""*.?''*"**'  •""  '"•  «"" 
«wi-!l    L  e"nndenee  crunibl  ni{  under  mv  feet 

ever  ^  /    .**  -•  "«"'•    *""  «>  '«  *<»"««.  h*d  wc 

Action  th.»^!,    ?         "P  **"  """.""ive  the  con- 
"Ciion  that  wrne  feelmg,  in  H>me  mind*  are  indelible." 
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SECTION  V 


THB  DBRRYS  AT  HOME  AND  ON  THE  CONTINENT 
1797-1803 

TIm  dMth  of  Mn.  I>ui*r'i  hiUf-iUtcr,  the  Dachwi  of  Riehnond— Honw 
Walpole*!  iltnew  ud  dmtb — Mwy  Berry't  ftceount  of  hit  laK  dajn — HU 
will— Mary  Beny  cdiu  hit  collected  worlu — The  Bet ryi  and  Mn.  Danei 
in  179^-9— The  Hon.  Caroline  Howe — She  ii  mentioned  in  Walpola'l 
Itiuri— An  appradalioo  of  hei  bjr  Maiy  Berry— At  Slrawheiry  Hill— 
Mri.  Damcr'f  private  theatricals — The  prodaction  by  anatenra  of  Mary 
Beny'l  comedy,  FuUtntHi  fritmb—Tht  cait— Joanna  Balllie— The 
pUy  well  received — The  author  determinca  to  Bccnie  a  public  repreaenta- 
lion— The  lecond  Vifcount  Palmeraton — The  Peace  of  Amieu— Mary 
Berry  and  Mra.  Daner  vitit  Paria^Bcrthier,  Cambactfr^.  Macdonald, 
Fouch^t  Maaetfnn,  Mme.  Recamier,  Mme.  de  Stacl,  &c. — Preiented  to 
Madame  Buonaparte — Napoleon  Buonaparte — FtukieHaii*  Frimdt  pro- 
duced at  Dmry  Lane — The  Berrya  go  abroad  in  October  1809— At  Nice 
— The  death  of  Caroline,  Lady  Ayleebury — Mme.  de  Staremberg — 
Amateur  theatricals  at  The  Prioty^-Correspondencc  with  Lord  Hartington 
and  Mn>  Darner — The  proepects  of  a  new  war — Death  of  the  Duke  of 
Btidgewater— Hit  will— Reported  death  of  "Old  Q."— Sit  William 
Hamilton'i  eiUte- Biidgewater  Houic. 

THE  older  members  of  the  Berry  circle  began 
to  pass  away.  Conway  had  gone  in  ]uly 
1796,  and  in  November  of  the  following  year 
Mrs.  Damer  suffered  another  bereavement 
through  the  death  of  her  half-sister,  the  Duchess  of 
Richmond.  Horace  Walpole,  who  had  long  been  ailing, 
had  now  entered  into  the  valley  of  the  shadow  of  death. 
"Lord  Orford,"  Mrs.  Damer  wrote  to  Lady  Ossory, 
November  6, 1796,  "was  struck  last  Thursday  night  by  the 
intense  cold,  which  first  flung  him  into  a  violent  vomiting, 
and  then  gave  him  great  pain  in  both  legs,  which  turned 

»8* 


MARY   HKRhV 

Fr,M„  Hu-  C'iUctlon  of  A.  M.  nron,il,y.  F.s,, 


lift 

V'\ 


f 

1 

tfi 

• 

ip 

J 

■ 

AT   HOME   AND   ON   THE   CONTINENT     197 

into  Ml  inHammation  the  next  day  in  the  right  leg,  and 
seemed  tending  to  an  abacen  like  that  he  had  in  the 
other  leg  last  year.    In  thit  state  he  wai  brought  to 
town  on  Friday  last,  with  scarce  the  lound  of  a  voice, 
and  where  he  is  now  lying  on  a  couch  in  a  state  of 
weakness  and  age,  that  keeps  him  from  seeing  anybody, 
and  makes  him  incapable  of  conversing  on  any  subjects, 
public  or  private."!    Walpole  recovered  partially  from 
this  attack,  but  he  never  regained  his  strength.    Very 
soon  after  the  date  of  this  letter  (December  15),  Mary 
Berry  has  written,  describing  her  kind  friend's  last  days, 
"  the  gout,  the  attacks  of  which  were  every  day  becoming 
more  frequent  and  longer,  made  those  with  whom  Lord 
Orford  had  been  living  at  Strawberry  Hill  very  anxious 
that  he  should  return  to  Berkeley  Square,  to  be  nearer 
a'sistance  in  case  of  any  sudden  seizure.    As  his  cone- 
spondents,  soon  after  his  removal,  were  likewise  estab- 
lished in  London,  no  more  letters  passed  between  them. 
When  not  immediately  suffering  from  pain,  his  mind 
was  tranquil  and  cheerful.    He  was  still  capable  of  being 
amused,  and  of  taking  some  part  in  conversation ;  but 
during  the  last  weeks  of  his  life,  when  fever  was  super- 
added to  his  other  ills,  his  mind  became  subject  to  the 
cruel  hallucination  of  supposing  himself  neglected  and 
abandoned  by  the  only  persons  to  whom  his  memory 
clung,  and  whom  he  always  desired  to  see.    In  vain 
they  recalled  to  his  recollection  how  recently  they  had 
left  him,  and  how  short  had  been  their  absence;  it 
satisfied  him  for  the  moment,  but  the  same  idea  recurred 
as  soon  as  he  had  lost  sight  of  them.    At  last  nature, 
sinking  under  the  exhaustion  of  weakness,  obliterated 
all  ideas  but  those  of  mere  existence,  which  ended 

■  Wilpole,  Lilltrs  (ed.  Cnimiiighaiii),  U.  474. 
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without  a  struggle,  on  the  and  of  March,  1797."    Thu» 
he  paued  away  in  his  eightieth  year.    He  left  to  each  of 
the  sisters  the  sum  of  ;^4ooo,  and  to  them  jointly,  for  their 
live*,  the  house  and  grounds  and  furniture  of  y ttle  Straw. 
berry  HUl.    To  Robert  Berry  and  his  daughters  he  be- 
queathed  his  printed  works  and  manuscripts  with  discre- 
tionary power  to  publish,  with  directions  that  Mr.  Berry 
should  be  the  editor,  and  the  proceeds  divided  "  share  and 
share  alike."    In  making  Mrs.  Damer  his  executrix  and 
her  father  hit  editor,  "Lord  Orford,"  Mary  Berry  wrote 
to  a  friend,  "caused  his  papers  being  secured  to  ker  eye 
and  mt«M,  and  made  me  his  editor  without  the  necessary 
publicity  attached  to  the  name."   To  Mrs.  Damer  Straw- 
berry  Hill  passed  for  hi,,,  with  an  income  of  ;£2ooo  a  year.> 
In  accordance  witf   Walpole's  wish,  Mary  Berry  set 
to  work  to  prepare  a  collected  ediUon  of  his  works,  and 
she  was  engaged  on  this  task  for  twelve  months.    The 
result  of  this  labjur— for  it  was  all  her  doing,  save  a 
passage  having  reference  to  herself  in  the  preface,  which 
was  written  by  her  father-was  the  ediUon  of  1798, 
published  in  five  quarto  volumes. 

The  entry  in  Mary  Berry's  memorandum  book  for 
1798  runs :  "  Mrs.  D[amer]  and  Udy  Aylesbury  setUe  at 
Strawberry  Hill.  Become  acquainted  with  Mrs  Howe  "  • 
and  that  for  the  following  year  "s  scarcely  more  en- 
hghtening:  "Strawberry  let  to  the  [«.  ,u,me  givm]  at 
Twickenham.  We  go  to  Cheltenham  to  meet  the 
Douglases  and  Lady  Spencer.  Mrs.  D[amer]  came 
to  meet  us  at  Malvern."  Mary  Berry  soon  became 
tntjmate  with  the  Hon.  Caroline  Howe,'  sUter  of  Earl 

'  In  181 1  tin.  Dma  ntigatd  it  to  the  Dowuer  Comitan  n»  w.m«_.. 
•  The  Hon.  Cuoline  Howe  (1731-1814). 
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Howe,  and  the  widow  of  John   Howe,  of  Hanslope, 
Buckinghamshire.    Mrs.  Howe  hai  honourable  men- 
tion  in  the  pages  of  Horace  Walpole.    "  If  Lord  Howe 
has  disappointed  you,  will  you  not  accept  the  prowess 
of  the  virago  his  sister,  Mrs.  Howe,"  he  wrote  to  the 
Miss  Benys,  December  13,  1793.    "As  soon  as  it  was 
known  that  her  brother  had  failed,'  a  Jacobin  mob  broke 
her  windows,  mistaking  them  for  his.    She  lifted  up 
the  sash,  and  harangued  them ;  told  them  that  was  not 
the  house  of  her  brother,  who  lives  in  the  other  part 
of  Grafton  Street,  and  that  she  herself  is  a  widow,  and 
that  thai  house  is  hers.    She  stilled  the  waves,  and  they 
dispersed  quickly."  •    Mrs.  Howe  and  Miss  Berry  became 
regular  correspondents,  and  their  conSdences  were  not 
interfered  with  by  the  difference   in  the  ages— Mrs, 
Howe  in   1799  being  seventy-eight  and  Mary  Berry 
thirty-six.    Mrs.  Howe  survived  until  June  1814,  thus 
passing  away  in  her  ninety-third  year.    "  She  possessed 
an  extraordinary  force  of  mind,  clearness  of  under- 
standing, and  remarkable  powers  of  thought  and  com- 
bination,"  Mary  Berry  wrote  appreciatively.    "  She  re- 
tained these  faculties  unimpaired  to  the  great  age  of 
eighty-five,  by  exercising  them  daily,  both  in  the  practice 
of  mathematics,  and  in  reading  the  two  dead  languages, 
of  which  late  in  life  she  had  made  herself  mistress.    To 
these  acquirements  must  be  added  warm  and  lively 
feelings,  joined  to  a  perfect  knowledge  of  the  world, 
and  of  the  society  of  which  she  had  always  been  a 
distinguished  member." 

The  following  letter  may  here  be  inserted  because  it 

'  At  thii  time  Lord  Howe  wu  in  commuid  of  the  Chunel  Fleet,  and  it 
b«d  been  rnmouted  th«t  he  hid  ctptured  •  French  iquadron. 
•  Wdpolc,  /jtun  (ed.  Ctinninghmm),  li.  428. 
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it  interesting  ai  linking  up  the  Uerry^  with  the  famout 
Blue-ftocking  coterie  :— 


Agtut  Btny  to  Mrs.  EUxabtth  Montagtt 
Moam  AUDLiv  STasit,  IVi*uuli/  £««•■>«  \<irf  iloo^ 
My  dear  Mrs.  Montaou,— A  most  provoking  head- 
ache hinders  my  profiting  by  your  most  agreeable  invita- 
tion for  this  evening,  and  my  sister  has  not  yet  returned 
from  a  visit  she  has  l>een  making  in  the  country — but 
I  expect  her  home  to-morrow.  As  we  do  not  leave  Town 
until  Saturday  we  shall  certainly  endeavour  to  see  you 
liefore  you  go,  and  hope  that  you  will  fix  some  time  {or 
indulging  us  with  your  company  at  Twickenham,  and 
twlieve  me  ever  most  truly  yours,       Agnes  Berry.' 


The  years  1800  and  1801  were,  so  far  as  the  Berrys 
were  concerned,  uneventful.  Much  of  their  time  was 
spent  at  Twickenham,  and  they  were  frequent  visitors  at 
Strawberry  Hilt,  where  Mrs.  Damer  entertained  royally. 
A  feature  of  the  entertainments  at  Strawberry  Hill  were 
private  theatricals,  in  which  the  Berrys  usually  took 
part ;  and  there,  in  November  1801,  was  produced  Mary 
Berry's  comedy.  Fashionable  Friends,  with  prologue  and 
epilogue  by  Joanna  Baillie.*  The  following  amateurs 
took  part  in  the  performance : 

Sir  Dudley  Dorimant    .  Lord  Mount  Edgcumbc 

Sir  Valentine  Vapour    .  Mr.  Berry 

Mr.  Lovell Mr.  Brownlow  North 

John Mr.  Campbell 

Lapieme Mr.  Bum 

*  From  the  original  letter  in  the  collection  of  A.  M.  Broadley,  Esq. 

'  Joanna  Baillie  (1762-1851),  the  author  of  many  plays  and  poems.  She 
bad  not  long  since  made  the  acquaintance  of  the  Berrys,  when  on  a  visit  ta 
Mrs.  Damer  at  Strawherry  Hill. 
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Dr.  Syrop Mr.  Mtrctr 

Ladjr  Stiiu  Vapour  .  Honounbl*  Mit.  Dtnxr 

Mr*.  LoTtll Miu  B«rry 

Mrt.  RtckMi Mr>.  Bum 

MIh  Rtdutt        ....  MiM  A.  Btrry 

TrimmiDg Lady  Elinbtth  Colt. 

Played  before  a  friendly  audience,  the  comedy  wa< 
welt  received,  and  thui  encouraged,  the  author  deter- 
mined to  secure  a  public  representation  at  a  London 
theatre— with  what  result  will  presently  be  seen. 


Lord  PahntrsUm^  to  Mary  Btrry 

BSOAOLAMDt,/MMW7  37,  18O3. 

Accept  my  best  thanks,  dear  Miss  Berry,  for  your 
agreeable  letter,  which  revived  for  a  time  the  pleasure 
I  received  from  your  kind  visit,  which  will  be  long 
remembered  both  by  Lady  Palmerston  and  myself,  and 
the  early  Termination  of  which  neither  the  sweet  sounds 
of  Musick  nor  the  consolations  of  Quinota  have  made 
us  for  a  moment  cease  to  regret.  We  should  be  happy 
and  proud,  too,  if  we  could  flatter  ourselves  you  liked 
it  haJf  as  well  as  we  did,  and  we  anxiously  hope  to 
receive  the  only  proof  you  can  give  us  that  it  is  so, 
by  repeating  it  whenever  occasion  will  permit.  The 
Abrahams*  left  us  yesterday,  and  we  have  been  much 
pleased  with  having  them  here ;  they  are  sensible,  and 
very  obliging,  and  their  musical  performances  uncom- 
monly excellent,  and  in  many  respects  unrival'd. 


I'' 


!l 


'  Hemy  Temple,  second  Vueonnt  PalmentoD  (1739-1803),  the  author  of  m 
Mary  in  Fnma  iuring  July  and  Anguil  1791,  and  of  Teteei  contributed 
to  Lady  Millcr'i  Pxtual  Amuumtnis  al  a  VHIa  near  Bath  and  Pu  tftm 
Ftunikng  Hitital ftr  WU.    He  died  on  April  16,  1802. 

'  (7)  Robert  Abraham  (1773-1850),  an  architect  employed  by  many  of  the 
Icadinf  bmilies  in  Kngland. 
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I  *m  much  indebted  to  you  for  th«  trouble  you  have 
taken,  tho'  in  vain,  in  looking  (or  the  Poetry  you  are  lo 
good  a*  to  intend  to  ihow  me.  I  truit  you  will  find  it 
at  lome  moment  when  perhap*  you  do  not  expect  it, 
and  whenever  that  happeni  1  shall  be  obliged  to  you 
(or  a  light  o(  it.  In  the  mean  time,  let  me  thank  you 
(or  what  you  have  lent  me.  I  wat  much  pleased  with 
Miss  Bailey's  Epilogue'  when  I  h-ard  it  spoke,  and  I 
think  it  improves  on  reading  and  examination.  I  shall 
t>e  curious  to  read  her  new  publication,  and  sincerely 
hope  it  will  be  n  (avourably  received  as  the  last ;  the' 
I  dare  say  her  mind  is  too  strong  to  be  made  unhappy 
even  i(  that  should  not  be  entirely  the  case.  An  Author 
o(  Merit  who  appears  unexpectedly,  and  for  the  first 
time,  is  generally  received  with  Favour  and  Indulgence, 
but  I  have  often  observed  in  how  different  a  manner 
and  with  what  Fastidiousness  a  second  Publication  is 
treated  which  comes  (orward,  perhaps  with  equal  or 
superior  claims,  to  meet  the  critical  jealousy  of  less 
successful  writers,  and  the  high-raised  expectations  of 
the  Public  at  large. 

I  am  sorry  to  find  that  Urania  is  not  more  suited  to 
the  public  taste.  I  have  seen  no  particular  account 
of  it,  but  I  always  dread  Allegories  and  Fairy  subjects, 
and  all  the  Personages  of  Mythology  when  brought 
seriously  on  the  stage  ;  in  burlesque  they  do  very  well. 
Neither  am  I  much  surprised  that  our  Friend's  Composi- 
tion should  succeed  better  in  private  than  on  the  Stage ; 
as  the  Ideas  which  I  have  seen  in  his  poetry  have 
generally  been  too  delicate  and  refined  for  the  gross 
atmosphere  of  u  playhouse,  where  Celestial  Beings  are 
not  thought  the  most  entertaining,  and  the  Goddesses 
that  succeed  best  are  neither  just  descended  (rom  Heaven 
nor  likely  to  return  there  immediately. 

I  have  seen  the  Prologue  i»-day  in  the  papers ;  it  is 
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beautiful ;  which,  >(ter  thinst  by  the  tune  hand  which 
1  H«»e  formerly  leen,  and  after  what  you  wai  to  good  aa 
to  fho<v  me,  1  do  not  wonder  at. 

.u  ^*  •!!*il:  "'  *"""•'  **  *"y  «'*^  to  tubecribe  to  the 
Uieatncal  Plan  in  agitation,  and  particularly  happy  to 
be  on  Mrs.  Damer'i  Hit.    I  heartily  with  it  may  go  on, 
tno  lor  the  reaion  you  mention  and  from  some  experi- 
ence  of  projecti  of  such  a  nature,  I  have  my  apprehen- 
sioni.    I   should  be  surprised  that  the  Lawyers  had 
raised  any  doubts  about  the  Ugality  of  it,  if  I  did  not 
fcnow  that  a  Uwyer's  Business  h  to  raise  doubu.     I 
remember  Lord  Kenyon,'  when  an  humble  and  almost 
unknown  Barrister,  attending  before  Justice  Fielding* 
as  Council  for  the  Opera  House  against  Mrs.  Cornelys* 
wj.      ad  esUblished  a  little  Theatre  for  Operas  to  which 
an  tne  first  Company  of  London  had  subscribed,  and 
none  but  Subscribers'  Tickets  were  admitted.    The  Law 
then  laid  down  by  the  present  Chief  JusUce,  and  acted 
upon  by  the  Magistrate,  was  that  every  theatrical  per- 
formance, however  it  might  be  attempted  to  be  cover'd 
under  the  name  of  private  subscription,  came  within 
the  Purview  of  the  Statute  if  it  was  actually  and  bona 
fiit  performed  for  Gain,  Hir$,  or  Reward,  and  that  that 
was  the  real  fact  to  be  proved  on  which  the  issue  of 
the  case  must  wholly  depend.    This,  tho'  perfectly  ap- 
plicable to  a  Subscription  Opera  by  hired  performers, 
could  never,  1  should  have  imagined,  have  any  relation 
to  the  present  case. 

Enough  of  Law,  which  perhaps  you  will  wonder,  as 

do,  how  I  should  have  thought  of  meddling  with  ;  but 

I  own  I  think  it  not  a  very  pleasant  circumstance  for 

».'^^  ^r^',^  ^^^  "•"I™"  ('73J-i»oj),  Lord  Chief  JoiUm. 
H<  dud  OB  April  4  of  ihU  yeir.  j— "«. 

'Sir    lohn    Fielding  (di«i    1780)   „cceed«l   liii   hmU-brother,  Henrv 

Fieldinj,  the  noTell«.«n,.gi„„„«  Bow  Street.  ^' 

r.iirS"*  *?"«''•  ('7»3-i797).  Imoni  for   her   "Aiwmbliei"  .t 
CwlUle  Howe,  Soho  Squue.  ""oniuiei      at 
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tb«  iMnoiM  cooctriMd  in  ihi«  undertaking  to  carry  11  en 
undw  Uie  good  pl«Mur«  tnd  pcrmiwion  o(  tht  managtrt 
of  tb«  TbeiIrM  tnd  above  all  whm  tboae  managara  can 
only  ipeak  (or  tbaniMlvw  ai  Individuali,  it  being  com- 
petent to  every  pereon  in  the  Kingdom  to  proiecute 
Ibe  Performert  u  Vagrantt,  if  they  pleaie,  if  the  cata 
will  really  bear  such  a  Praeeculion  out,  which  I  can 
hardly  believe. 

Before  I  finish  thii  letter,  long  at  it  may  appear,  I 
muit  tay  that  I  feel  moet  tentibly  the  kindneu  of  the 
concluding  part  of  youn,  and  thoroughly  understand 
the  value  of  the  Distinction  it  establishes.  There  is 
non.  I  can  obtain  more  gratifying  to  me  than  a  place 
in  your  Friendship.  My  best  pretensions  to  it  are  that 
I  know  how  to  appreciate  a  character  like  yours,  and 
that  none  of  your  numerous  Friends  can  eiceed  me  in 
the  warmth  and  sincerity  of  those  sentiments  of  true 
esteem  and  affectionate  attachment  with  which  I  am 
proud  to  subscribe  myself,  dear  Miss  Berry,  Your  much 
obliged  and  grateful,  humble  servant, 

Palmcrston. 

Pray  remember  me  most  kindly  to  Miss  Agnes  and 
likewise  to  Mr.  Berry.' 


The  war  with  France  had  for  a  long  time  closed 
that  country  to  the  English,  but  after  the  preliminaries 
of  peace  were  signed,  in  October  1801,  a  stream  of 
visitors  crossed  the  Channel  Early  in  the  next  year 
Mary  Berry,  perhaps  in  the  hope  dispelling  the 
depression  into  which  she  had  been  plunged  in  February 
by  the  death  of  General  O'Hara,  bethought  herself  of 
going  to  Paris,  and  on  March  8  she  and  Mrs.  Darner 

'  Add.  MSS.  ]77l«, /.  ll. 
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Mt  out  from  London  lor  that  city,  where  Ihey  vrived 
■ix  day*  later,  and  look  aparlmenti  at  the  H6tel  de 
■'Empire,  in  the  Rue  Cenitti.  They  "did"  the  uaual 
iighti,  wm*  to  the  millinert'  and  the  theatres,  and  met 
moel  of  the  people  who  were  anybody.  They  (rater- 
nited  with  the  other  English  folk  at  Paris,  and  amons 
these  were  Lord  Cowper,'  Lord  Henry  Petty,'  the 
Marquis  of  Doug!  «,•  Henry  Lultrell;*  and  they  also 
moved  in  French  circles,  and  visited  both  royalists 
and  republicans.  Mary  Berry  gives  a  full  account  in 
her  Journal*  of  this  visit,  and  from  this  we  learn 
that  Ihey  met,  among  others,  Berthier,*  Cambac^is,* 
Macdonald,'  Koucht,*  U  Brun,*  the  Marquis  de   la 

'  FMn  LMpoM  Lavto  ftmcU  Numo,  (lAh  Eul  Cowixf  (i;7l-iS}7). 

•  Ufd  Hnur  PeltirFIUntimln,  ihlH  loo  o/  Wllliui,  tin  MuquU  of 
LaudoWM.  In  I  log  Ik  uiccndtt:  hU  tkl—t  bcMh«i  u  ihM  M»t<|ul>. 
Ht  m  Chuctlloc  of  Ike  EielwiMi  !■  Ila6  aiidn  Cranviltt,  ud  lilti  ktld 
othtr  high  minUlcrUI  oAcct. 

•  AkuiKltr,  Muqgli  of  Itoutlw  (i76;-il5i),  th«  eMnt  Mm  ofiht  ninlk 
Dvkt  of  I  mlltoa.  lit  raccMilcd  lu  lh«  dnknlam  la  1I19,  H<  aiutM  In 
llio  Si.       ^ph«l<,  dauf  hIR  of  Wllltom  Bnlifofd,  ol  FoMhill,  ulhac  of 

'  r  J  Latlrell  (17657  iS]r).>  nuuni  un  of  Henry  U»i  Lullrall, 
Mcond  £u\  of  CuhamplDn.  lie  wh  •  populu  nun  about  ,iwn,  antt 
diMiniuldMd  for  hU  wil.  Ha  wa>  Iha  author  of  j4Ji,lr,  1,  Juht  ( 1  lio)  an.1 
i'rtikjtnl  Ntuu  ( l<J7). 

•  Loaii  Alaiamlrt  Banhin  (li$J-lll5).  MInlatai  of  War  linea  1799. 
In  1104  Napolaon  crtalad  him  a  Marahal  of  Fimct,  in  iM  l>iince  da 
Naafchtul.  and  laler  Prinea  >f  Wagram. 

•  Jaan-Jacqan  R<gii  de  Camhac^rii  (1783-1814)  waa  eleclad  Second 
(?onsBl  when  Napoleon  became  Firtt  Ci>nnl.  At  Wagraui  he  waa  created  liy 
the  Rnpcror  a  Marahal  of  l-'rance,  and  in  1808  Duke  uf  Parma. 

'  Eticnne  Jaeqnei  Joieph  Aleaandre  Manlonald  (1766-1840),  a  diriin- 
(uiihed  loidiet.  Napoleon  gave  him  hii  manhal'i  baton  nfler  Wagram,  and 
in  1810  created  him  Duke  of  Tarentuoi. 

•  Joaepli  Fouch<  (1763  |8«>).  the  lamoua  Minittei  of  Polirc  and  of  the 
Intarior.    In  1809  he  waa  created  Duke  of  Otranto. 

'  Charica  Franfota  la  Brun  (1739-1814),  appointed  Third  Conwl  of  France 
in  1799.    In  1805  he  waa  railed  to  the  peerage  u  Duka  of  Placanlia. 
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Kayatta,'  IfMitea,'  Motmu,*  U  Plaoc,*  tiid  MmImm 
RmmbIw,  Mid  rmrMd  MquainUiiM  with  MadaoM 
d«  StMl.*  Madam*  Buonaparte  'aoaivad  Umoi,  and  at 
Uil  cam*  Um  i*j  wbm  llMy  mw  iIm  grtai  Napolwrn 
hlmMlf.  II  was  on  lb*  occaaion  o(  the  mihiary  parada 
of  April  s.  which  thay  witnaaaad  from  a  window  in  th« 
Tuilariaa.  "Buonapart*  mounlad  hi*  horw  (a  liKhU 
colourad  dun  wi«h  a  white  man*  and  tail)  befon  .,nt 
o'clock,  at  th*  great  central  door  of  the  Palacs,  »k-^m- 
paniad  by  Ih*  gcncrala  u<  the  different  diviiiont  of 
infantry,  cavalry,  and  artillery  i  they  then  rode  along 
the  line,  to  that  Buonaparte  twice  paiaed  our  window, 
one*  near  enough  to  lee  whut  one  can  we  of  a  man 
on  horMl>ack  gently  trotting  by  with  hii  head  much 
urfonei  in  hi«  hat."  M  .  Berry  hai  recorded  f  "  I  nw 
enough  to  convince  ^.c  he  ii  not  much  like  hit  buit*. 
But  all  I  taw  wai  a  little  man,  remarkably  well  on 
horieback,  with  a  lallow  complexion,  a  highiah  now, 
a  very  wriouc  countenance,  and  cropped  hair.  He 
wore  the  drew  of  lome  infantry  regiment,  blue,  with  a 
plain  broad  white  lappel  and  a  plain  bat  with  the  very 
imalleat  of  national  cockadei  in  it.  After  riding  along 
each  of  the  fo'ir  lines   he  and  his  attendant  generals 

'  Ituir  ;•«  MoUw,  Mu>|«ii  da  It  rtyctia  (i;s7-ilu),  .bo  Ibwhl 
■fiiui  ihc  EagUih  la  th«  AmilaR  Ww  of  IndtpndtnM. 

•  Amitr  Ma«<iu(t7ja-lil7),oiMaf  llMgrnlnl  of  Nipolcon'i  unUb. 
Ht  WW  p»fn  tilt  lltin  of  Prlncf  o<  Ei>llii(  •nil  Uuhc  of  Ri»oll. 

•  JiMi  Vicioi  Mornu  (iTts-lti]),  ihe  »lnor  o(  HohaiUndtn.  He  wu 
lailWiwl  fruB  Fniica  ill  1(104  fc>  helng  implialtd  ia  •  royaliit  eoMpiracT. 
Nhw  ytul  bin  ht  ttmd  viih  the  Allin  •gainu  hli  own  camtn.  b«t  mi 
woondtd  ia  AnftMt,  uid  ditd  ilionlr  aftn. 

'  Pieire  Simon  la  Place  (1749-1(17),  awknaaliciaa  and  ailionoti,  mi 
ia  1799  Miniitci  of  iht  Inltrioi  nadei  Napoltoa.  Ht  wat  cnatld  a  mani  by 
Ibt  Baipttor.  and  after  Iht  Reatorarion  wat  raittd  to  the  dlgnily  of  aiangoia. 

•  Maijr  B«rT7  had  nude  Ihe  acqaalataact  of  Mtdaait  dt  Slt«l,  ihtn  MdUe 
Mtckat,  at  Taniannt  ia  17(4. 
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placed  themtelvM  beyond  the  lecond  line,  exactly 
opposite  our  window,  when  all  the  troop*— first  infantry, 
then  cavalry,  and  then  artillery — marched  before  him 
with  their  music  playing  and  colours  flying;  none  of 
the  o£&cers  saluted  but  the  colonel.  After  passing 
Buonaparte  they  filed  off,  and  when  the  last  had  passed, 
he  came  again  to  the  same  door  of  the  Tuileries,  dis- 
mounted, and  disappeared.  This  is  all  that  those  who 
best  see  the  parade  can  see  of  the  mover  of  the  whole 
machine."  A  few  days  later  they  were  invited  to  a 
reception  at  the  Tuileries,  and  were  presented  to  the 
First  Consul,  who  exchanged  a  few  words  with  each  of 
them  as  he  walked  round  the  semi-circle  formed  by  his 
guests.  "  Buonaparte  himself  .  .  .  was  in  his  undress 
Consular  uniform,  but  with  silk  stockings  and  small 
buckles."  Mary  Berry  described  his  appearance : — "  His 
hair  is  very  dark,  and  cropped  much  shorter  than  it 
appears  on  any  of  his  busts,  and  it  does  not  lie  well  or 
smoothly  upon  his  head.  He  by  no  means  struck  me  as 
so  little  as  I  had  heard  him  represented,  but  as,  indeed,  he 
appeared  on  horseback.  His  shoulders  are  broad,  which 
gives  his  figure  importance.  His  complexion,  though  pale 
and  yellow,  has  not  the  appearance  of  ill-health.  His 
teeth  are  good,  and  his  mouth,  wheii  speaking,  as  I  saw 
him,  in  good  humour,  has  a  remarkable  and  uncommon 
expression  of  sweetness.  Indeed,  his  whole  countenance, 
as  I  saw  him  in  this  circle,  was  more  that  of  complacence 
and  quiet  intelligence  than  of  any  decided  penetration 
and  strong  expression  whatsoever.  The  Man  of  the 
Parade  and  the  Man  of  the  Circle  has  left  a  totally 
different  impression  on  my  mind,  and  I  can  hardly 
make  the  two  countenances  (one  of  which  I  saw  so 
imperfectly)  belong  to  the  same  person.    His  eyes  are 


m 

"I 


*o8 


BERRY   PAPERS 


light  grey,  and  he  looks  full  in  the  face  of  the  penon 
to  whom  he  spealn.  To  me  always  a  good  sign.  Yet 
after  all  I  have  said  of  the  sweetness  of  his  countenance, 
I  can  readily  believe  what  is  said,  that  it  is  terrible  and 
fire-darting  when  angry,  or  greatly  moved  by  any 
cause." 

The  travellers  arrived  in  London  on  April  18,  and  in 
the  following  month  Mary  Berry's  play,  Fashionable 
Friends,  was  produced  anonymously  at  Drury  Lane. 
Though  presented  by  an  excellent  cast,  including  Charles 
Kemble,  King,  Barrymore,  and  Maddocks,  Miss  Du 
Camp  (afterwards  Mrs.  Charles  Kemble),  Mrs.  Young, 
Miss  Pope,  and  Mrs.  Jordan,  it  proved  to  have  no 
attraction  for  the  public,  and  after  a  run  of  three  nights 
was  withdrawn,  to  the  bitter  disappointment  of  the 
author  and  her  friends.  According  to  more  than  one 
authority,  its  principal  defect  was  its  lax  morality.  Mary 
Berry  printed  it  in  1803,  with  the  following  "Advertise- 
ment "  ;  "This  comedy,  found  among  the  papers  of  the 
late  Earl  of  Orford,  and  remaining  unclaimed  in  the 
hands  of  his  executors  for  two  years,  was  brought 
forward  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Kemble  on  the  Theatre 
Royal,  Drury  Lane.  After  the  extraordinary  abuse  that 
has  been  lavished  upon  it,  the  executors  considered  it  as 
a  duty  to  the  unknown  author  to  publish  it."  While 
there  was  no  reason  why  Mary  Berry  should  avow  the 
authorship  of  the  play,  it  seems  extraordinary  that  she 
should  have  dragged  in  the  name  of  Horace  Walpole.' 

'  Another  diainmtic  work,  written  by  Muy  Berry,  •  nrce  emiled  Tke 
Martins^  set  down  in  a  muuBcript  list  of  her  writingi,  wu  never  pUyed  or 
published. 
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Th4  Hon.  Mn.  Hat*  to  Mary  Bmy 

JlntmUf,  ilo*. 
Do  not  tell  me  oJ  dull  epistles,  my  dear  Miss  Berry  I 
I  never  can  receive  one  more  to  my  taste  and  way 
of  thinkmg  than  is  that  you  have  been  so  good  and 
kind  [as]  to  send  me ;  in  every  respect  it  would  have 
been  completely  agreeable,  had  it  brought  me  a  better 
acwunt  of  your  health  and  spirits,  though  that  was 
hardly  to  be  expected  from  such  a  short  trial  of  the 
water,  and  mdeed  sometimes  the  bene&t  derived  from 
this  kind  of  remedy  is  not  felt  till  after  it  has  been 
left  off  J  at  all  events,  I  trust  the  air  and  pleasant 
exercise  you  are  engaged  in  will  strengthen  your  nerves 
and  restore  your  noble  mind  to  its  full  power. 

I  heard  of  the  Duke  of  Devonshire'  yesterday  •  he 
IS  certainly  better,  and  has  consented  and  settled  to  00 
to  Eastbourne;  he  would  not  hear  of  Spa.  thoueh 
greatly  recommended  to  him  by  Sir  Walter  Farquhar  • 

The  Dowager  Lady  Spencer  is  at  Holywell;  by 
her  last  Letter  she  does  not  seem  to  have  much  hop«a 
of  seeing  you  there.  I  believe  she  will  not  move  from 
thence  for  some  time. 

How  could  you  have  such  an  opinion  of  ir-  as  to 
suppose  for  a  moment  I  could  forget  any  indent  in 
Gramont?  I  have  been  much  engaged  since  I  saw 
you  in  reading  a  very  different  kind  of  work,  a  con- 
muation  of  the  history  of  our  colony  in  New  South 
Wales,  now  brought  down  to  August  1801.  It  has 
been  amusing  to  me,  for  I  have  interested  myself  in  its 
goings  on  ever  since  the  first  settlement  there. 

I  have  still  constant  evening  parties,  and  have  not 
moved  from  my  chair  for  many  past  days,  till  I  go  to 

'  Wniiam,  fifth  Duke  of  Derouhire  (i;4g-i8ii) 
■  Sir  W.lte,  Fuqulur  (.738-1819),  ph/Man iaordlMrj  to  the  King. 
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make  one  in  them.  At  present  they  have  never  con- 
sisted of  fewer  than  three  tables,  but  seem  to  be  now  so 
crumbling  away  bit  by  bit  that  I  expect  they  will  soon 
be  reduced  to  cne.  However,  as  that  one  will  last  to 
the  end  of  this  month,  my  purpose  will  be  answered. 

I  have  been  two  or  three  times  interrupted,  and 
having  another  letter,  an  indispensable  one,  to  write, 
I  must  only  add  my  love  to  Agnes  and  entreat  the 
continuance  of  your  partiality  and  notice.  You  can 
never  bestow  it  on  one,  my  dear  Miss  Berry,  to  whom 
it  can  be  more  precious  than  to  your  obliged  and 
faithful    ' 

Caroline  Howb.' 

Mary  Berry  being  far  from  well  in  the  autumn, 
she,  with  her  father  and  sister,  left  England  on  October 
16,  for  Nice,  where  they  arrived  on  December  9,  and 
settled  down  in  a  house  which  they  rented  until  May  i, 
for  ninety  pounds,  from  General  Morgan. 


The  Hon.  Mrs.  Howe  to  Mary  Berry 

f/mmiir  7,  1(01. 
I  intend  this,  my  dear  Miss  Berry,  shall  be  the  first 
greeting  that  presents  itself  to  you  on  your  arrival  at 
Nice,  where  I  hope  you  will  soon  be,  and  find  yourself 
improved  by  the  constant  change  of  air,  instead  of 
feeling  the  fatigue  of  such  a  long  journey.  Mrs. 
Damer's  kind  attention  in  acquainting  me  of  your  being 
safe  at  Calais  flattered  me  very  much:  her  note  was 
from  Strawberry  Hill,  and  she  promises  me  the  Journal 
when  she  returns,  and  1  am  impatiently  waiting  for  it. 
I  wrote  to  Lady  Spencer  the  day  you  left  me  (the  35th 
of  October),  made  all  the  proper  acknowledgements 
from  you  and  such  say,  as  you  bid  me  add,  in  return 
>  Add.  MSS.  37716,  f.  18. 
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for  her  gratifying  Utter;  and  then  I  roved  along  a 
parcel  of  lines  about  you,  which  she  has  since  answered 
very  much  to  my  mind,  nor  was  Agnn  forgot  in  my 
rhapsody.  By  the  bye,  were  I  not  much  pleased  with 
htr  and  gratified  by  the  kind  of  notice  she  takes  of  me 
I  could  never  have  thought  of  taking  such  a  libertv'. 
and  I  trust  she  sees  it  in  that  light. 

I  have  been  interrupted  more  than  half  a  dozen  times 
since  I  began  this,  and  now  it  is  so  late  that  I  must  soon 
adjourn  till  to-morrow.  One  of  my  visitors  was  Miss 
Trimmer,'  who  desired  me  to  name  her  to  you  and  to 
say  she  was  very  sorry  to  have  missed  seeing  you  before 
you  left  England.  Lady  George  Morpeth's*  little  boy 
was  to  have  undergone  the  trifling  operation  of  takine 
off  the  wart  he  was  born  with  to-morrow,  and  I  had 
hoped  I  might  have  to  tell  you  it  was  all  well  over  but  I 
understand  it  is  to  be  defer'd  for  a  few  days.  Lord 
Morpeth  having  gone  into  the  country,  I  did  not  hear 
whither. 

Monday,  November  8/A.— General  Andreossi*  went  in 
proper  time  on  Saturday  to  Lord  Hawkesbury*  and 
afterwards  visited  the  two  under  Secretarysof  State  in 
their  separate  apartments.    Do  you  know  Mr.  Craufurd?* 

.h/  ll"  T'^m"  r"  V'^"*'""  "'  •*'*  S.«h  TrimmH  (.741-1810). 
the  author  of  chlldren'i  books  and  tducational  worlci. 

^:7^r  i  ^"  /  '^""^'  ('773-848),  ™  «v  udy  G»sr.« 

Dorotly  C.«„d..h.  dd«.  d.U8h..,  and  eventual  c„.hei,e«  of  WillilL  "ft" 
^k.  "f  D«'°n^«.  The  little  bo,  «.  G«„,e  William  F,«Je,ick  h";^ 
born  on  Apnl  18.  180J,  tflerwardi  seventh  Earl  of  CarlUle  "™"* 

w..'i°°';L^°'°'°'  f'?°'°''  '^"'"^  (■761-18J8),  a  distinguished  soldier, 
was  afte.  the  P.«»  of  Amiens  appointed  French  AmU«ador  at  the  Court  of 
01  s  James  s. 

the'sfth"  Fr,l^r''"  ^'""r""-  ^'^  "••''"bur,  (I77<K,8^),  eldest  son  of 
the  fifth  Earl  of  Liverpool,  *a.  SecreUry  of  State  for  Foreign  Affair,  under 

Mlntr^L*;i-t,f '  •"""""'  "'  "■'  ~"^°°- '"  --^  -^  -  •>''- 

c.^f^:dT:^;t;t^ifFtt7.s^^^^^^^ 

•pent  much  of  his  life  abroad,  but  died  in  London  ir.  1814. 
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He  had  reached  Lyons  in  hii  way  to  Nice,  and  wa* 
to  paw  the  winter  there  with  Mr.  Coborne,  hit  intimate 
(riend,  at  least,  to  much  so  that  the  latter,  since 
the  latt  time  he  came  to  England,  dined  with  him 
nearly  every  day  till  he  returned  to  France  this  year  | 
he  was  detained  for  a  few  days  in  Paris,  and  appointed 
Lyons  where  he  was  to  wait  for  him.  The  account  of 
hit  death  reached  Craufurd  at  the  moment  he  was 
expecting  to  see  him.  If  he  goes  on,  he  will  certainly 
fall  in  love  with  you;  he  has  always  been  subject  to 
teixures  of  all  that  kind  whenever  he  has  met  with 
objects  like  you.  He  is  an  old  friend  of  mine  (not 
what  the  French  call  " «« ami").  Pray  tell  him  I  desired 
you  to  notice  him  and  to  mention  him  as  to  both  health 
and  spirits,  when  you  write  to  me.  He  has  a  great 
regard  for  Lady  Douglas. — The  Duke  of  Devonshire 
keeps  in  health,  but  is  by  gentle  degrees  falling 
into  his  usual  hours,  dines  at  seven,  begins  his  whist 
about  ten  or  half  past,  sups  at  home,  and  retires  by  three. 
However  no  Brooks's  yet,  and  he  does  not  remain  in  bed 
after  two.  The  Dowager  Lady  Spencer  goes  from  Lord 
Cork's  *  at  once  to  Althorp.  Do  you  know  what  a  hop, 
skip  and  jump  style  means?  If  not,  the  specimen  I 
send  will  give  you  an  idea  of  the  kind.  If  you  choose  to 
have  more  of  it,  write  soon.  Remember  you  insisted 
absolutely  upon  hearing  from  me  myself,  and  allow  that 
I  have  obeyed  au  pied  de  la  lettre.  My  love  to  Agnes : 
do  not  forget  me,  and  believe  me  ever,  dear  Miss  Berry, 
gratefully  and  truly  yours,  Moi,  Moi,  Moi.* 


■  Edmnnd,  eighth  Etrl  of  Cork  (1767-1856).    Ht  had  incceeded  to  the 
earldom  on  the  deeth  of  hii  father,  October  6,  1 798. 
'  Add.  MSS.  377>«,  (■  30. 


AT   HOME   AND   ON   THE   CONTINENT 


»«S 


Lord  Hartington^  U>  Umy  Bmy 

DivoNiHiu  Hovu,  Mm4v,  Dtmim  Jo.  iloj. 
Dear  Miss  Berry,— I  daresay  you  will  be  turprixed 
and  disappointed  when  you  see  by  whom  this  letter  it 
written.  If  you  are,  you  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  tear 
and  throw  it  into  the  fire.  If  not,  some  time,  when  you 
are  bored,  lightly  skim  over  it.— We  are  very  gay  here : 
a  good  many  people  come  here  every  night.  Mist 
Lloyd  is  the  centre  of  the  system  and  the  pUnets  of  the 
Morpeths,  Melboumes,'  Clermonts,  and  a  great  many 
others  gradually  roll  round  her  at  the  whist  Uble. 
There  are  also  a  great  many  fixed  stars,  such  as  Mr, 
Adair,  the  Carlisles,'  Lady  George  Cavendish,*  4c.,  and 
every  now  and  then  a  comet  appears,  vu.,  Monsieur 
Andreossi  or  Sir  Sidney  Smith.*  1  do  not  think  Andre- 
ossi  so  very  ugly,  as  I  had  heard  he  was :  he  has  a  good 
natured  face  marked  a  little  with  the  small  pox.  The 
Besboroughs*  set  off  for  Paris  about  a  week  ago.    They 

>  Willitm  George  Spencer  C>Tendi>h,  Lord  Hutiniton  (irgo-iSji), 
oiUjt  ion  of  Willum  CivendUh,  lifth  Duke  of  Devooaliire.  He  nccewM  U 
tb«  dukedom  in  Hi  I.  It  will  be  noted  thu  now,  when  he  begu  to  eorre- 
•pond  with  Mery  Berry,  he  wu  it  Harrow,  eged  tweUe. 

•  Feniuon,  fim  Viecount  Melbourne  (I74g-I«i9),  mirried  Ellubeth 
(i;49-l8l8),  only  denghler  of  Sir  Rilph  Milbenke.  BkI.,  of  HlUuby, 
Vorkihire.  Their  lecond  ion,  WilUem,  who  luceceded  to  the  title,  became 
Prime  Minister. 

•  Frederick  Howard,  liflh  Earl  of  CarU.le  (1748-1815),  the  friend  of 
Fo«.  He  married  in  1770  Udy  Marguet  Caroline  Lrreson-Gower  (d.  1874) 
daughter  of  Granville,  first  Marquis  of  Stagbrd. 

'  Lady  George  Caiendish  (d.  1835),  daughter  and  heiress  of  Charles, 
Kvenlh  Earl  of  Northampton,  was  the  wife  of  Lord  George  Augustus  Henry 
Cavendish  (b.  1754),  third  son  of  William,  fourth  Duke  of  Oevonihire.  Lord 
George  was  In  1831  created  Earl  of  Burlington. 

•  Admiral  Sir  WillUm  Sidney  Smilh  (1764-1840),  the  hero  of  St.  lean 
d'Acre. 

'  Frederick  Ponsonby,  third  Earl  of  Beuborough  (175S-1844),  had 
married  in  1780  Lady  Henrietta  Fiances  Spencer  (d.  igji),  second  daoihler 
of  John,  lint  Earl  Spencer. 
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had  »  very  bad  paatage  and  were  very  tick.  They  met 
Lord  Owuliton  ■  and  Lady  Charlotte  Greville'  at  Calaia, 
who,  by  the  by,  come  here  every  night.  They  were 
learched  and  obliged  to  unpack  every  thing  at  Calais. 
Lady  Charlotte  ii  delighted  with  Parii.  She  was  at  the 
Opera  the  other  night,  and  wuuld  not  even  deign  to  look 
at  the  ballet.  There  ii  a  new  linger,  or  rather  icreamer 
here,  Signora  Oerbini :  the  acts  in  men'i  clothet.  She 
it  frightful,  and  two  new  dancers,  Monsieur  and 
Madame  Coralli,  both  rather  good. 

The  Grammonts  set  off  for  Edinburgh  the  other  day. 
As  Corisande  got  into  the  inn  at  Bugden  she  was  very 
cold  and  ran  up  to  the  fire.  Her  gown  caught,  and  she 
was  in  flames  in  a  minute.  She  ran  about  the  room 
screaming,  and  Madame  de  Grammont  came  into  the 
room  and  threw  herself  upon  her.  They  both  fainted 
with  fright,  but  luckily  a  man  who  Mama  had  sent 
with  them  came  up  with  the  trunks  and  rolled  them 
both  in  the  carpet  If  he  had  not  come  in  they  would 
certainly  have  been  both  burnt  to  death.  Madame 
de  Grammont's  arms  and  hands  are  burnt  very  much, 
and  Corise's  arms  and  hair  very  much  too.  She 
wrote  to  tell  us  they  are  now  at  Thores,  by  Lord 
Newark's  house.  Aglal,  her  sister,  is  here  too.  She 
has  a  very  good  figure,  but  her  face  is  ugly.  She 
sings  beautifully. 

I  suppose  you  know  that  Stephen  Kemble*  has  been 
in  town  acting  Falstaf!  very  well.  I  went  to  see  him  in 
his  benefit.  He  acted  Shylock  in  The  Merchant  of 
Venice:  he  did  it  very  well,  only  looked  too  fat.  He 
weighs  eight  and  twenty  stone.    After  the  play  he  spoke 


>  Eldat  Kin  of  the  Eul  of  Tukerrille,  married  ja  l8a«  Mile.  Coriiande 
de  Grunont. 

'  Lidy  Charlolle  Greville,  wife  of  Charles  Grenllc,  and  daughter  of  the 
lUid  Duke  of  Portland. 

•  Stephen  Kemble  (175S-|8»),  actor,  the  bfMher  of  Sarah  Siddoni. 
nanager  of  Drur]r  Lane  Theatre  I79a-l8oa 
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«cnM  in  the  chtrtcier  of  Fabtmff  written  by 
himielf  to  take  hit  leave.  I  have  had  an  headache  ever 
tince  with  the  noite  of  the  clapping, 

Caroline  (St.  Julea)  like*  Parii  very  much  :  the  it 
learning  to  dance.  She  wat  at  a  ball  there,  and  wat 
quite  athamed,  for  every  body  danced  to  beautifully. 
Mama  hat  got  one  of  her  bad  headache* :  the  hat  been 
in  bed  all  day.  Wat  Paris  much  altered  from  when  you 
was  there  lattr  I  luppote  you  have  found  a  great 
many  placet  very  much  altered  tince  the  revolution. 
How  long  do  you  intend  to  itay  at  Nice  ?  I  came  from 
Harrow  a  fortnight  ago.  I  did  not  know  that  you  wat 
gone  abroad,  and  went  to  North  Audley  Street,  and 
found  the  houte  thut  up  and  the  knocker  08  the  door 
and  no  tignt  of  any  thing  alive.  I  do  not  exactly  aik 
you  to  animer  thii,  but  tome  time,  when  you  have 
nothing  to  do,  write  a  line  or  two  to  thew  me  that  you 
have  not  quite  forgot  me,  and  believe  me  that  /  ihall 
never  forget  the  impreition  which  your  kindness  hat 
alwayt  given  me. 

Tutsday.—Mama't  headache  it  a  great  deal  better 
to-day.  I  tuppote  you  know  that  my  cousin,  Willy 
Pontonby,  did  not  like  being  a  sailor,  and  hat  been 
ever  since  we  were  at  Ramtgate  with  a  clergyman  in 
Hertfordthire.  He  is  coming  heie  to-day  to  tpend  a 
few  days  before  he  goes  to  Althorp,  my  Uncle  Spencer' t, 
for  the  holidayt.  I  shall  be  very  glad,  for  I  am  very 
dull  here  as  Clifford  is  gone  to  the  West  Indies  and  my 
sitter  (I  blush  to  say)  is  never  up  till  twn  o'clock.  My 
nephew,  commonly  called  litUi.  Geor^'-,  is  growing 
beautiful.  •  had  the  mark  in  his  forehead  cut  out  a 
month  ago.  'oor  G.  was  in  a  terrible  fright.  Ht  bore 
it  very  well.  He  is  really  grown  quite  clever  :  hi  pulls 
hair,  scratches  and  kicks  with  the  greatest  dexterity 
imaginable,  aad  is  never  in  a  moie  funning  humour  than 
when  he  is  going  to  be  dipped  in  his  tub  of  cold  water, 
which  amuses  him  extremely.    I  am  afraid  you  vrili 
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Ikink  that  I  btgiii  to  AnK  tlraady,  b«l  it  !•  impoMibi* 
to  know  him  without  loving  him. 

Ooodby,   dMT    lliM   hmrTj,  —  l    am    your    rm 
•ffaotionaia  HAirriNOTOM. 

PJ— Pray  giT*  my  lovt  to  your  titter.' 


Th*  Bm.  Mn.  Dmm  to  ttmy  Bmy 

LOHDOli,  Sttm^./mmmf  le^  ilo]. 

It  it  not  pottible  for  ma  to  raprtti  to  you  what  I 
hava  ittffered  for  thait  latt  dayt.  At  my  poor  mother't 
age  the  tad  idea  of  loting  her*  mutt  frequently,  con> 
itantly  almott,  have  occured  to  my  imagination,  accom- 
panied by  a  train  of  melancholy  refleetiont.  Unprepared, 
it  it  true,  therefore,  I  could  not  be.  But  the  tcene  now 
before  me  it  rendered  doubly  dittretting  by  my  dearett 
mother't  gentleneti,  under  her  frequent  tufferingt  and 
her  extreme  detire  for  life,  and  life,  alat  I  alat  I  I  too 
plainly  tee,  cannot  long  be  granted  her.  I  do  not 
•nctly  remember  what  1  taid  to  yon ;  my  mind  hat 
been  in  too  tad  a  ttate  of  anxiety  and  agitation,  from 
the  trantition  from  hope  to  detponding,  which  the 
drcumttance  of  my  mother't  ditorder  unavoidably 
occationed.  The  natural  and  ttill  evident  ttrength  of 
her  conttitution  gave  at  Brst  the  greatett  hopes  of  being 
able  to  retitt  the  evil,  and,  at  moments,  it  seemed  to  be 
inch  at  the  might  conquer,  with  medical  assistance. 
The  stomachache,  in  a  state  tending  to  inflammation, 
wat  relieved  by  the  bleeding,  but  the  grand  root  and 
cause  of  all  this  suffering  hat  remained  fixed  and  un- 
movable,  baffling  every  mode  of  relief  attempted,  and 
that  it  a  load  of  accumulated  phlegm  which  opprettes 

>  Add.  MSS.  377I«.  f.  '6. 
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Um  lungt,  All*  them  gndually  up  and  pnvenit  ntpin- 
tiofl.  SIm  brMthM  now  with  ntmn*  difficulty  and 
dittrcM,  and  that  difficulty  and  diilreti  can  but  increaM 
nndar  a  miracl*.  Tb*  waathar  ia  ao  aadly  against  bar 
Ob  I  war*  tb«  In  your  plain  of  Nica.  But  it  ia  ona  of 
tbaaa  daapairing  black  dianal  frotta,  witb  a  bigh  wind, 
that  now  and  tban  indeed,  giv«  from  a  heavy  atmoiphere 
the  hope  of  change,  and  then  it  retumea  it*  chilling 
rigid  itate.  Still  it  my  mother '=  pulte  and  nther  powera 
o<  eiiatence.at  both  Sir  Walter  and  Chilvera  affirm,  tuch 
aa  might  allow  this  dear  good  loul  years  of  exiatence, 
but  that  one  wheel,  to  he  calls  it,  ia  nearly  itopped,  and 
little  if  any  hope  remaini.  Latt  night  even  wai,  to 
appearance,  to  favourable  in  a  great  degree,  and  1  had 
gone  to  bed  at  about  one  o'clock,  having  tat  up  the  other 
nigbta  very  late  and  only  bad  a  few  hourt'  heavy  rett, 
Anne,  as  utual,  coming  up  and  giving  me  frequent  r»- 
portt,  when  at  about  seven  this  morning  the  wat  alarmed 
by  my  mother's  throwing  herself  into  her  arms  and 
laying  the  wat  dying.  Chilvers  (whom  1  have  near  in 
the  front  dra«-ing-room)  was  instantly  called,  and 
afforded  what  assistance  could  be  given.  (I,  of  course, 
throwing  over  my  Spanith  cloak,  was  down  in  an 
inatant.)  The  struggle  was  for  tome  moments  tevere, 
but  thit  time  her  ttrength  still  conquered  I  I  am 
interrupted  by  good  Hope,  whom  I  mutt  aay  first  one 
word  to. 

TWad^r  >^tnUii,  Jtmmrj  >•■ 

Your  mind  will  have  anticipated  what  must  be  the 
sequel  of  my  story  I  My  dearest,  kindest  of  mothers 
expired  yesterday  morning  without  a  groan,  without 
even  a  sigh.  Her  countenance  instantly  became  placid, 
and  her  fine  features  made  her  beautiful  in  death  !  Such 
I  am  convinced  can  be  the  end  only  of  one  possessing 
a  virtuous  mind  and  a  conscience  without  reproach, 
and  such  a  one,  I  am  proud  to  think,  was  my  mother  I 
A  scene  more  a0ecting,  more  impressive  than  her  end 
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It  wrr«  not  powibi*  to  w«.  My  grlat  n  ntrrai«,  and, 
much  u  t  evvr  thought  1  thuuld  regret  thi<  dear  mother, 
I  find  that  regret  more  painful  and  deeper  than  I 
aapceted.  All  the  arrangement*,  every  little  improvement 
at  Strawberry  Hill,  this  huuM,  all  (lomelime*  imper- 
captibly  at  the  moment  to  my«el()  tended  wholly  to 
procure  her  amuwment  and  comtorta,  and  all  thee* 
have  loet  their  value  to  me.  But  never  more  to 
behold  that  benign  countenance  brighten  up  at  the  eight 
of  me  I  Thii  doe*  give  me  the  feeling  of  an  almost 
broken  heart,  but  I  will  not  go  en,  tho'  I  know  you 
would  forgive  me,  nay,  I  know  you  like  that  1  thould 
apeak-  ,»nd  wtlh  you  why  ihould  I  not !— from  the  ftr« 
impreneior)  of  my  heart. 

I  have,  too,  aa  you  may  iuppoee,  melancholy  duties 
to  perform  and  melancholy  bunineu  to  icttle,  therefore 
muit  not  linger  nor  indulge  in  writing  to  you,  or  enter 
further  at  present  into  deuile.  I  am  not,  I  assure  you, 
III,  and  today  am  equal  to  all  thai  may  be  required  of 
me  to  do  or  settle. 

One  thing  I  must  add,  my  good  kind  uncle  Frederick  ■ 
is  in  the  house  with  me.  He  arrived  on  Sunday,  the 
day  before  yesterday,  and  enters  so  much  into  all  my 
feelings  and  all  my  ideas  on  this  melancholy  subject 
that  he  is  a  real  support  and  comfort  to  me.  He  twgs 
kindly  to  be  remembered  to  you,  and  said  just  now,  as 
he  often  does,  th.-it  there  is  no  one  he  loves  or  admires 
more  than  you.  My  dearest  life,  believe  me,  I  feel 
amidst  all  my  suffering  for  you,  and  I  know  t'^s  pang 
you  will  feel  at  not  being  with  me  on  such  an  occasion. 
But  better  even  now  do  I  think  it  that  you  should  be 
where  you  are  in  health  and  composed  spirit  (at  least 
comparatively)  than  here  with  all  the  sufferings,  of  your 
own  I  mean,  I  feel  convinced  you  could  not  have 
escaped,  had  you  remained  in  England.  I  must  end. 
May  Heaven  preserve  and  bless  you.' 

•  Locd  Frcdtlkk  Cuiplxll.  •  Add.  MS8.  ijfir,  C  41. 
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Tk*  Hon.  Mn.  P*m*r  to  hitry  Bmy 

LmaoM,  ftHtf,  Jimttrt  ji,  i(»^ 
You  will  eipKI  ■  eonllnoalion  o(  my  mclaneboly 
•lory.  Quit*  »ure  I  •m  not  prtciwiy  whcrt  I  led  oM. 
First,  M  I  know  how  antiou*  you  will  be  for  ma,  I  mud 
Icll  you  I  am  nol  \oiUy  ill,  but  equal  lu  give  every 
neceeeary  order,  to  do  all  thai  i«  required  of  ma  and 
thai  my  mind  it  what  may  be  called  comp<>*ed,  Iho'  I 
feel  my  apiriti  weaken  and  my  lean  flow  fantcr  than  on 
any  ilm.'ar  occaaion  I  have  had  the  misfortune  to 
witntis.  It  can  not  be  otherwiie.  Every  tender  partial 
•fhction  of  my  dtircat  mother  towardi  me  wakes  in  my 
recollection!,  and  I  feel  a  regret  cN'en  for  the  momenia 
1  may  have  lott  when  the  perhaps  wished  me  to  be 
with  bar,  or  at  the  rememl>rance  of  a  single  word  or  ex- 
pression that  the  quickness  of  my  temper  or  feelings 
may  have  made  me  ulter  when,  poor  soul  I  I  ought  to 
haw  spared  her  I  Yet  much,  I  trust,  I  have  not  to 
reproach  myself  with,  and  I  uo  trust  that  I  have  not  only 
contributed  to  the  comfort  of  my  dear  mother,  but  mai* 
that  comfort  such  as  rendered  life  desirable  to  her,  even 
to  her  latest  moments. 

I  think  I  told  you  (and  if  1  did  notion  will  have  no 
doubt  what  must  be  my  intention)  that  I  was  determined 
to  attend  the  last  sad  ceremony,  say  the  "  «Otmo  voit," 
but  I  am  not  certain  that  I  did  tell  you,  as  after  con- 
siderations we  had,  when  I  last  wrote,  but  just  decided 
that  the  remains  of  my  mother  are  to  be  deposited  in 
Sundridge  Church  in  the  chancel.  Combbanke  was  her 
father's  place  ;  there  she  lived,  there  she  married,  and  in 
the  same  spot  where  she  will  be  my  uncle  Frederick, 
when  Fate  calls  him,  will  be  himself  deposited.  Then 
too  1  may,  at  leisure,  f.ise  a  small  monument  to  the 
memory  of  a  beloved  mother,  and  still  have  the  power  to 
drop  over  it  a  silent  tear.    I  trust  you  will  not  dis- 
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approve  our  deciiion  in  'avour  of  thii  plan,  which  to  me 
appears  in  every  way  the  best,  and  what,  if  my  poor 
mother  ever  had  a  wish  on  the  subject,  would  have  been 
her  wish,  for  you  will  believe  that  the  dread  way  of  so 
long  a  journey,  under  the  present  cruel  circumstances 
eitltcr  to  Rayling  or  Lord  Aylesbury's  would  not  have 
made  me  give  up  what  I  thought  right.  I  must  add,  on 
this  sad  subject,  that  Lord  Tom  called  on  me  yesterday 
(rather  I  $aw  him  yesterday  for  he  and  Lord  John  had 
been  constantly  at  our  door),  and  I  am  sure  you  will 
think  it  affecting  and  pretty  in  so  young  and  gay  a  roan 
when  I  tell  you  that  he  offered,  with  his  brother.  Lord 
John,  to  attend  with  us  at  the  ceremony  if,  he  said,  I 
thought  my  uncle  would  like  it.  I  answered  for  him 
and  (or  myself,  accepted  his  offer  with  thanks,  as  every- 
thing pleases  me  that  I  consider  as  a  mark  of  affection 
or  a  mark  of  respect  for  the  memory  of  my  mother. 
Hy  uncle  Frederick  is  this  very  instant  returned  (near 
4  o'clock).  I  must  lose  no  time  in  finishing  this,  that  it 
may  not  be  too  late  for  the  post,  as  you  will  be  anxious 
to  heai  again  from  me.  I  may  not  write  again  by 
Tuesday's  post.  That  day  or  the  next  will  be  the  day  I 
shall  leave  town,  and  nothing  new  may  or  probably  will 
occur  to  tell  you  till  after  that  period. 

Madamede  Staremberg,the  onlyperson  I  have  hitherto 
seen  that  I  was  not  in  a  manner  obliged  to  see,  has  been 
all  kindness  to  me,  her  heart  is  so  feeling,  her  attentions 
to  my  mother  were  so  marked  and  so  pleasing  to  her, 
good  soul  I  and  Madame  de  Staremberg's  anxiety  about 
her  so  great,  that,  believing  her  sincere  in  the  wishes 
she  expressed  to  see  me,  I  felt  a  sort  of  relief  in  seeing 
her.  And  her  sense  and  feeling,  expressed  in  the  very 
kindest  terms  possible,  ttot  lo  forget  her  love  and  admira- 
tion of  you  which  she  forgets  not  to  express,  have 
altogether  made  me,  even  now,  see  her  with  a  degree  of 
pleasure.  She  calls  for  a  little  every  evening,  for  to  say 
the  truth,  long  my  spirits  could  bear  no-one's  company 
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•t  this  moment,  bdt  the  company  oi  on$  dew,  and  ever 
more  dear,  present  or  absent.  Madame  de  S[taremberg] 
has  promised  to  write  to  you  on  Tuesday.  Your  letter  of 
the  3rd  Jan.  I  received  on  the  i8th.  I  need  not  say  I 
shall  answer  it,  tho'  I  can  not  to-day.  Farewell,  and 
heaven  bless  you.' 


The  Hon.  Mrs.  Dtmtr  to  Mary  Berry 

COHSSARKI,  rrU^  Evimmt,  Jmmmy  aS,  iSo). 

I  felt  that  it  was  well  I  had  sent  you  a  letter  by 
Tuesday's  post,  as  yesterday  I  could  not  have  written. 
On  Wednesday,  the  day  I  left  town,  the  weather,  which 
for  the  last  days  had  returned  to  its  mild  state,  again 
had  changed  and  grown  intensely  cold.  A  violent  fall 
of  snow  rendered  the  streets  for  the  most  part  so  slip- 
pery that  Walter  could  drive  Uttle  faster  than  a  foot* s 
pace.  However,  on  the  road,  with  a  considerable  degree 
of  jumbling  and  jolting,  we  got  on,  but  I  arrived  here 
almost  frozen,  and  what  with  the  cold,  and  the  still  more 
serious  e«il,  the  load  of  anxiety  and  agitation  on  my 
mind,  I  was  so  unwell  in  the  night  that  I  really  feared 
I  should  have  been  unable  to  attend  the  duty  I  had 
so  much  at  heart  to  perform.  But  with  resolution,  I 
believe  we  always  find  strength  to  do  what  we  decidedly 
think  nght.  Yesterday  between  ten  and  eleven  Lord 
Tom  and  Lord  John  arrived,  and  in  I  believe  about  an 
hour  afterwards  we  proceeded  to  the  church.  It  is 
sufficient  to  say  I  was  miserably  affected,  but  got  through 
with  the  ceremony. 

Dr.  Vise  came  purposely  from  Lambeth  to  perform 
the  service,  which  he  seemed  to  do  feelingly.  I  saw 
and  heard  but  imperfectly,  but  once  or  twice  as  I  looked 
up  I  perceived  the  tears  standing  in  his  eyes.  When  I 
returned  home  I  was  seized  with  such  a  pain  in  my  back 

■  Add.  HSS.  377>7,  '■  44- 
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1  could  icarcely  speak  for  a  contiderjble  time.  How- 
ever I  waa  then  in  my  own  room,  where  I  remained  till 
the  pain  lessened  and  I  recovered  enough  to  go  down 
to  dinner,  and  have  felt  less  of  this  rheumatism  (which  I 
doubt  not  that  it  is).  But  in  a  driving  snow  we  had  to 
walk  s'owly  thro'  a  great  part  of  the  church  yard,  and 
then  the  chill  of  the  church  itself,  as  you  may  suppose, 
was  extreme.  This  house,  as  you  know  with  everything 
that  is  ornamental  and  pretty,  has  little  of  comfort,  and 
the  cold  of  it  is  beyond  imagination.  Yet,  both  my 
uncle  and  Lady  Frederick  are  so  kind  and  good  to  me, 
and  I  am  here  quiet,  as  much  alone  as  1  like,  and  away 
from  every  obligation  of  seeing  any  prrson  whatever, 
that  I  could  stay  longer  here,  were  it  not  for  this  fear 
of  being  ill,  from  the  extreme  cold  and  badness  of  the 
weather,  so  much  more  sensibly  felt  at  this  place  than 
in  London  or  that  I  shouM  feel  it  even  at  Strawberry 
Hill,  where  I  have  a  desire  to  go,  that  my  lind  would 
best  recover  its  tone  by  quiet  and  solitude. 

The  very  few  persons  I  mean  to  see,  I  shall,  I  doubt 
not,  have  to  thank  for  their  kindness  to  me  and  feel 
obliged  to  them,  but  none  can  at  this  time  relieve  the 
oppression  of  my  heart.  You  do  not  think  me  ungrate- 
ful to  those  who  interest  themselves  about  me  ?  Madame 
de  Staremberg  in  particular  claims  and  truly  has  my 
thanks,  for  thus  seeking  me,  so  little  known  to  her  I  in 
distress.  She  has  indeed,  with  sense,  tact  and  judge- 
ment, if  I  mistake  not  much,  a  feeling  heart. 

Saturday  morning I  wrote  down  your  questions  to 

Dr.  Moore,  and  enclose  you  his  answer,  which  Mrs.  Burns 
to  whom  I  sent  my  little  paper  to  show  him,  foolishly 
sent  here  to  me  and  by  that  means  lost  a  post.  He  is, 
poor  man,  somewhat  loth,  but  as  I  understand  doomed 
to  leave  this  country.  I  opened  his  letter,  by  which  I 
find  my  idea  of  the  air  of  Nice,  tho'  salutary  in  general, 
not  being  entirely  what  suits  ycur  constitution,  con- 
firmed.    I  hope  and  trust,  therefore,  that  no  considera- 
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tion  of  money  matters  will  prevent  your  change  of  place 
whenever  the  time  comes  that  it  may  suit  you.  Thi» 
you  promised,  and  still  more ;  more  what  can  it  signify  I 
What  earthly  object  have  I  to  think  of  but  yourself,  and 
you  know  how  easily  I  can  place  a  few  hundreds  into 
your  account  into  Coutts'  hands  to  serve,  and  you  need 
not  then  be  obliged  even  to  good  Hoper.'  Spa,  I  still 
think  with  you,  should  t>c  your  grand  object,  and  if,  as  1 
am  led  to  hope,  you  continue  but  as  well  as  you  have 
hitherto  done,  will  confirm  in  a  great  measure  your 
health  and  enable  you  to  encounter  an  English  winter, 
a  severe  enemy,  1  am  sure.* 


Lord  Hartinglon  to  Mary  Berry 

DiVOHSHIIE  HoilII,/«>iM>},  30,  1803, 

You  cannot  think,  my  dear  Miss  Berry,  how  much 
pleasure  your  letter  gave  me.  Every  thing  you  can 
say  about  Nice  will  be  news  to  me,  as  I  have  never  had 
any  correspondent  there.  We  are  all  extremely  sorry 
that  poor  Mrs.  Ellis  is  so  ill :  we  knew  her  so  well.  I 
envy  you  very  much  upon  your  tall,  penondbh  beast  on 
the  mountains,  whilst  we  (poor  souls  I )  are  shivering, 
wrapped  up  in  great  coats  by  the  fireside,  nor  daring  to 
go  out  all  day  long.  We  are  certainly  to  go  to  Paris  this 
summer,  for  Papa  has  said,  ind  still  nteans  to  fulfil 
his  promise,  that  he  will  go.  Perhaps  we  shall  meet 
you  there  on  your  way  back.  I  have  given  your 
message  to  Mama,  and  will  to  G.  wiien  I  write  to  her, 
who,  instead  of  being  in  Hill  Street  playing  with  my 
nephew,  is  now  dancing  at  all  the  Paris  balls,  while  little 
George  is  now  with  us  at  Devonshire  House.  I  will 
not,  if  you  like  it,  wait  for  your  answer,  but  will  write 

^  A  businets  man  who  took  chaige  of  the  aflairs  of  men-/  persons  of  im- 
portance, including  those  of  the  Princess  of  Wales. 
'  Aii't.  .MSS.  37727,  f.  46. 
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a  Ntm*p»p*r  for  you  every  week.  You  can  itop  them 
a*  won  as  you  like.  I  have  aniwered  your  letter,  and 
now  I  wilt  lay  my  own  toy. 

I  suppose  you  knew  that  poor  Mrs.  H.  Greville  died 
last  week.  She  was  brought  to  bed  in  the  morning 
of  a  dead  child,  and  died  in  the  night.  My  sister  was 
very  much  affected. 

I  suppose  you  know  that  Lord  and  Lsdy  Abercorn  * 
have  had  a  play  at  The  Priory,  it  was  Who's  the  Dup*? 
and  The  WetUing  Day.  It  was  very  well  acted.  Lady 
Cahir  ■  acted  Lady  Contes.  The  other  actors  were  Pen 
and  George  Lamb,*  Lawrence,*  the  two  Mr.  Maddocks,* 
Lady  Charlotte  Lindsay,*  Miss  Butler  and  Mrs.  Kemble.' 
Mama  and  my  sister  were  there.  There  was  no  room 
for  poor  .ne;  I  should  like  to  have  been  there  very 
much. 

Last  night,  while  Mrs.  Lloyd  was  playing  at  whist, 
Mama  asked  her  to  cut,  and  thought  she  looked  very 
pale.  She  asked  where  she  was,  and  what  she  had  been 
doing,  and  said  that  it  was  very  odd  but  she  did  not 
remember  anything  that  had  ever  happened  to  her  in 
life.  Miss  Trimmer  asked  her  whether  she  would  not 
go    home.    She   said  she   did   not  know  where  she 

>  John  June*  Huniltoo,  fint  Marqaii  ud  ninth  Earl  of  Abercorn  (175^ 
1818).  Ladjr  Abercorn,  his  Mcond  wife,  whom  h«  married  in  I  Boo,  wu 
Lndj  Anne  Jane  Gore  (d.  1817),  daofhtcc  of  Arthur,  lecond  Earl  of  Arran, 
and  widow  of  Henry  Hatton  of  Clonaid. 

'  Lady  C^ahir,  afterward*  Countetl  of  Glcogall. 

■  The  Hon.  Peniilon  (d.  1805)  and  the  Hon.  George  Lamb  (d.  1834), 
ions  of  PenistoD,  lint  Viiconnt  Melhonme. 

•  Thomas  Lawrence  (1769-1830),  the  paintai.  He  was  knighted  in  1S15, 
and  P.R.A.  from  iSaa 

'  Probably  the  actors,  one  of  whom  played  in  Miu  Berry's  comedy, 
Faikiomabli  Fritmeh,  at  Dmry  Lane. 

■  Lady  Chatlottle  North  (1770-1847),  youngest  daughter  of  Frederick, 
second  Earl  of  Guilford  (better  known  as  Lord  North),  married  in  1800 
Lieutenant-Colonel  the  Hon.  John  Lindsay,  son  of  James,  fifth  Earl  of 
Balcarrea.  She  was,  later,  a  Udy-in-waiting  of  the  Ftincen  of  Wales,  and  a 
great  friend  of  the  Misses  Berry. 

*  Mti.  John  Kemble,  wifi!  of  the  tragedian. 
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lived,  or  anything  about  anyboHy.  At  last  we  got  her 
home,  and  this  morning  the  was  quite  well.  The  other 
night  we  went  to  Lady  Sutherland's  to  hear  Mrs. 
Billington'  sing.  She  was  there.  The  moment  she 
began   to   sing   Miss   Uoyd  started  up,  and  cried   out 

0  Dear, '  in  her  way,  and  stood  stupefied  all  the  rest  of 
the  evening  with  her  mouth  wide  open  with  wonder. 
She  had  never  heard  her  before. 

Andreossi  came  here  the  other  night,  and  talked  a 
great  deal  about  Bonaparte,  and  defended  his  cruelty  in 
Egypt,  which  IS  mentioned  in  Wilson's  book  on  the 
war  there."  He  said  that  it  was  not  true  that  he  had 
ordered  all  the  wounded  to  be  killed,  for  they  took  away 
numbers,  and  those  few  that  were  killed  were  past  re- 
covery, and  that  he  did  it  out  of  humanity. 

My  Aunt  Bessborough  is  to  set  out  from  Paris  on 
the  sixth  of  next  month.  They  are  very  sorry  to  ao 
Moreau  has  been  to  see  her.  He  makes  no  scruples 
of  disapproving  of  the  present  government.  My  Aunt 
asked  him  if  he  was  not  afraid  of  Bonaparte's  killing 
him,  upon  which  he  said,  "  Bonaparte  est  im  tyran  mats 
pas  «n  assassin."  He  said  that  he  was  not  afraid  of 
his  banishing  him,  for  he  had  the  hearts  of  all  the  army 
and  that  he  did  not  dare. 

The  Dutchess  of  Gordon  said  at  her  ball  when  she 
saw  Lady  Georgiana  dancing  with  Berthier,  "Voili 
Georgine  qui  danse  avec  la  GMral." 

1  am  afraid  you  will  be  sadly  tired  with  this  long 
scrawl.  I  will  write  jomething  more  svbstatUial  when 
I  get  some  neits.  In  the  mean  time,  I  remain.  Yours 
ever  afiectionately. 

Hartinoton.' 

'  Elinbeth  Billington  (1768-1818),  the  famoai  open  aingu. 
•  Tki  HiiUry  ,/  Ikt  Brilhh  ExpuUlim  U  E/yp,,  by  M.ior  (afterwards 
General)  Sir  Robert  Francis  Wilson,  iSos. 
'  Add.  MSS.  37726,  f.  2%, 


i«6 


BERRY   PAPERS 


Ch*MU*r  Jemingham  to  Mary  Berry 

PaMI,  /•  Ijlmrilr,  llOJ. 

La  lettre  que  vous  m'avez  Wt  I'honneur  de 
m'<crire,  mademoiselle,  le  premier  jour  rte  I'an,  a  Mi 
r^trenne  la  plus  agrtoble  que  je  pft««  recevoir.  Je 
voui  prie  de  vouloir  bien  agr<er  mei  remerciementt  de 
votre  aimable  souvenir.  Je  suis  charm*  que  le  climat 
de  Nice  vous  sait  aussi  favorable ;  il  ne  <aut  rien  moms 
qu'on  avantoge  aussi  r«el  pour  consoler  Mrs.  Damer 
de  ne  vous  avoir  pas  in  Londres  dans  un  moment  oil 
vos  soins  lui  seraient  si  nicessaires :  Mon  frire  me 
mande  qu'elle  est  accabKe  de  la  peate  qu'elle  vient 
de  faire,  et  je  le  con?ois  aisiment,  car  la  pauvre  Lady 
Aylesbury  etait  si  aimable  pour  les  personnes  qui  lui 
ttaient  m«me  ttrangires,  qu'elle  doit  *tre  une  p«te 
irreparable  pour  ses  amis,  et  surtout  pour  sa  hUel 
Pourquoi  Mrs.  D[amer]  ne  vous  irait-elle  pas  rejoindre? 
Le  voyage,  et  le  changement  de  lieux  est  la  meilleure 
distraction  qu'on  puisse  ccr ..  ler  i  quelqu'un  d'affigft. 

Paris  ne  m'offre  pas  encr-j  de  Grands  Sujets  de 

satisfaction.    Mes  affairs  ne  hnissent  point :  ma  pr^sen- 

tation  aux  trois  consuls  a  tti  faite  i  cette  intention,  mais 

ie    sui-i    encore   k   en   iprouvir   les   effets.      De    tr»s 

excellent  diners,  et  de  belles  paroles,  doivent  cependaat 

itre  mis  en  ligne  de  compte.  ...  .    ,     w      i 

II  y  a  ett  Samedi  dernier  un  superbe  bal  chei  le 

ministre  de  la  Marine,  comme  il  occupe  le  bMiment 

de  la  place  Louis  XV  qui  itait  jadis  le  garde  meubK, 

le  local  «tait  tris  favorable  i  une  f«te  ;  Mde.  Bonaparte 

a   honor*   celle   ci    de  sa  prfeence ;    elle   ta  arrivte 

escortte    d'un    ou    deux    pr«ets    du    palais.      Assise, 

entourte  de  tout  ce  cortege,  elle  n'a  pari*  a  personne ; 

un    malheureux    granger    s'est    avis<   de    s'approcher 

d'elle  et  de  lui  demander  de  ses  nouvelles.     Un  pr«e( 
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lui  a  dit  i  I'oreille.  "  MacfaMM  intarroge,  mail  on  ne 
tui  parte  pas  le  premier."  La  DuchetM  de  Gordon, 
toujour!  tnase  et  rampante,  a  paasi  vingt  foia  devant 
elle,  dam  I'eap^ance  d'en  «tre  remarqute,  mait  n'a 
pas  obtena  un  aeul  mot,  et  je  ne  puis  qu'en  «tre  fort 
ais<.  Cette  Grace  (j'ai  pens^  dire  cette  graisse)  continue 
h  donner  des  baU  ou  11  y  a  un  terrible  melange;  elle 
a  trouvi  fort  simple  celui  que  le  Ministre  de  la  Guerre 
a  donn6  le  21  Janvier,  et  a  blam6  trte  haut  la  Duchesse 
de  Dorset  de  n'y  avoir  pas  voulA  aller  it  raison  de 
rtpoque ! !  Cette  ambassadrice  vit  jusqu'i  pr^ent  assez 
retirie.  Soit  peu,  ni  Lord  Whitworth'  non  plus: 
I'hotel  de  Chavoit  qu'il  a  lout,  n«  pourra  ttre  prtt  que 
dans  deux  mois  d'ici,  et  la  petitesse  de  la  maison 
qu'il  occupe  i  present  est  une  excuse  pour  n«  recevoir 
que  peu  de  monde.  ce  qui  ne  pouvait  ttre  fort  dti 
goflt  de  la  duchesse.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Villiers  soni  partv 
il  y  a  deux  jours ;  ils  n'ont  pas  inviti  la  majeur  partie 
de  leurs  compatriotes  par  leur  empressement  de  connoltre 
et  de  voir  toutes  les  spectacles  du  jour,  et  lr<  dancm 
du  quartier  de  la  cfaausste  d'Austria ;  ils  sont  regrett<s 
par  le  bonne  Compagnie  qu'ils  ont  constament  f requentie, 
et  notament  par  Mde.  de  Goutant,  od  je  les  voyais  fort 
souvent. 

Les  papiers  vous  apprendront  la  mort  de  Mdlle. 
Clairon,'  k  81  ans ;  elle  avait  recfl  la  veille,  un  rem- 
boursement  de  14  mille  francs,  d'un  Anglais  qu'elle  avoit 
coonu  autrefois.  Elle  a  tti  parfaitement  gaie  au  diner 
qu'elle  donna  pour  cilihier  sa  quatrevingliime  ann^ 
revolfle,  ainsi  que  pour  boire  k  la  5ant<  de  son  dibiteur ; 
a  3  heurs  du  matin,  elle  voulut  se  lever  de  son  lit,  tomba, 
et    fut    trouvie    presqu'expirante    par    sa    femme    de 

'  The  widowed  Ducheu  of  Donel  metried  in  l«oi  CUiles  Wbilwofth, 
Buon  Whitworlh  (1753-18J5).  Whiiwonh  wu  appointed  1801  Amfaaatdoi 
ar  Parii.     In  1815  he  wu  created  Earl  Whitworth, 

■  Claire  Josephine  Hippolyte  Le(ria  de  la  Tnde,  the  French  actrea  pn>- 
fenionally  known  as  Mdlle.  Clairon.  She  was  the  miitreia  of  the  MargniTe 
of  Anipach  from  i;70-l737,  and  during  thii  time  lived  at  hit  eoatt. 
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chainbfc  i  8  heurM :  die  n'tvait  pat  eu  la  tore*  de 
crier  i  ce»t  un  voitin  qui  a  dit  avair  entendu  du  bruit 
»er»  le»  trois  heurea :  elle  .ivait  reciW  quelques  tirade* 
de  Racine,  i  Kemble,  ik  »on  retour  it  Parit,  et  avec 
beaueoup  de  feu  et  de  mtoioire,  .  .  ■ 

E.  JERNINOHAH.' 


Lord  HarHnghm  to  Ma     Berry 

H«IMOW,  J*M*  J,  liB). 

Dear  Miss  Bewjy,— Nothing  haa  happened  worth 
telling  you  since  my  laat  letter,  except  that  on  the  aand. 
Col.  Denpard*  and  his  aa«)ciate«  were  executed, 
and  had  their  heads  cut  oS,  but  were  excused  the 
reat.    I  will  copy  part  oi  the  account  out  of  the  newa- 

'^''"  The  sentence  of  the  law  has  been  carried  into 
execution  I  The  warrant  for  the  execution  yesterday 
morning  had  been  made  out,  and  included  the  name* 
of  Edward  Marcus  Despard,  Thomas  Broughton,  John 
FrancU,  Arthur  Graham,  John  McNamara,  John  Wood, 
James  Wrattan.  As  soon  as  the  warrant  was  received, 
it  was  communicated  to  th*  unhappy  persons  by  Mr. 
Ives,  the  keeper  of  the  prison.  We  believe  it  was 
expected  by  all,— by  all  it  was  received  with  equal 
courage  and  fortitude.  Colonel  Despard  observed  upon 
it  being  communicated  to  him  that  the  time  was  short : 
yet  he  had  not  had  from  the  first  any  strong  expectation 
that  the  recommendation  of  the  Jury  would  be  effectual. 
Mrs.  Despard  was  greatly  affected  when  she  heard 
that  his  fate  was  signed,  but  on  Sunday  recovered  her 
fortitude.  At  daylight  on  Sunday  morning  the  drop 
scaffold  and  gallows  on  which  they  were  to  be  executed 

•  Add.  MSS.  3772«,  (■>'•  .      „  _,  ^       ,      J 

•  Edw«d  M«cui  Dttftd  (i75>-<»03),  eucuUd  »t  NewlngUm,  London, 
foi  high  UMMn. 
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wtr«  irected  on  the  top  ol  th«  gsol.  All  tht  Bow  Street 
petrola  and  many  other  peace  officers  were  on  duty 
all  the  day  and  night,  and  the  military  near  London 
w«rc  drawn  up  dote  to  it.  Mn.  Dcipard  having  taken 
Wave  o(  her  huiband  at  three  o'clock,  came  again  at 
five,  but  it  wai  thought  advisable  to  spare  the  Colonel 
the  pangs  o<  a  second  parting,  and  she  was  therefore 
not  admitted  into  the  prison.  She  evinced  some  in- 
dignation at  the  refusal  and  expressed  a  strong  opinion 
with  respect  to  the  cause  for  which  be-  husband  was 
t»  suffer.  The  next  morning,  as  the  prisoners  were 
placed  on  the  hurdles,  St.  George's  bell  tolled  for  some 
time :  it  was  about  half  past  eight  when  the  prisoners 
were  brought  up  to  the  scaffold.  As  soon  as  the  cord 
was  fastened  round  the  neck  of  one,  the  second  was 
brought  up,  and  so  on,  till  the  cords  were  fastened 
round  the  neck*  of  all  seven.  Col.  Despard  was 
brought  up  last,  dressed  in  boots,  a  dark  brown  great 
coat,  his  hair  unpowdered.  The  ceremony  of  fastening 
the  prisoners  being  finished,  the  Colonel  advanced  as 
near  as  he  could  to  the  edge  of  the  scaffold  and  made 
the  following  speech  to  the  multitude, — 'Fellow 
Citizens  :  1  come  here  as  you  see  to  suffer  death  upon 
a  scaffold  for  a  crime  of  which  1  protest  I  am  not 
guilty.  '.  solemnly  declare  that  I  am  no  more  guilty 
of  it  than  any  of  you  who  may  be  now  hearing  me. 
But,  though  His  Majesty's  ministers  know  as  well  as 
I  do  that  I  am  not  guilty,  yet  they  avail  themselves  o( 
a  legal  pretext  to  destroy  a  man,  because  he  has  been 
a  friend  to  faith,  to  liberty,  and  to  justice.'  (There 
was  a  considerable  huzza  from  part  of  the  populace 
the-  nearest  to  him.)  The  Colonel  proceeded, '  because 
he  had  been  a  friend  to  the  poor  and  the  oppressed. 
But,  Citizens,  I  hope  and  trust,  notwithstanding  my 
fate  and  the  fate  of  those  who  will  soon  follow  me, 
that  the  principles  of  freedom,  oF  humanity  and  of 
justice  will  finally  triumph  over  tyranny,  falsehood  and 
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MtMioii,  and  aMry  principto  boatlto  to  Om  hmam 
rac*.  And  now  having  Mid  this  I  iwve  little  mora 
to  add  bat  to  with  you  all  hnlth,  bappinata,  and 
Irwdom,  whieb  I  bav*  andeavoured  a<  far  ai  bat  baan 
in  my  power  to  procura  (or  you  and  (or  manltind  in 
genwal.' 

<'Tbe  laat  and  mott  draadiul  part  a(  tbe  ceremony 
was  now  to  be  per(ormed.  Tbe  mott  awful  silence 
prevailed,  and  the  tbouiands  preeenl  all  with  one  accord 
atood  uncovered.  At  leven  minute*  before  nine  o'clock 
tbe  lignal  wa«  |{iven :  the  platform  dropped  and  they 
were  all  launched  into  eternity.  Colonel  Detpard  bad 
not  only  itru){gle — twice  be  opened  and  clenched  hii 
hands  convulsively — he  stirred  no  more.  Tbe  rest 
were  motionlcaa  after  a  (aw  struggles.  Colonel  Detpard 
was  first  cut  down.  After  his  coat  and  waistcoat  were 
polled  off,  bis  bead  was  severed  from  his  lx>dy  by  tbe 
•iMOutioner.  He  then  took  tbe  head  by  tbe  hair  and 
carrying  to  tbe  parapet  on  tbe  right  band,  held  it 
up  to  the  view  of  tbe  populace  and  exclaimed,  'Tbia 
it  the  bead  of  a  traitor,  Edward  Marcus  Despard.' 
There  was  some  bisting  when  the  head  was  exhibited. 
Tbe  same  ceremony  was  performed  with  the  other 
prisoners  whose  tiodies  were  put  into  their  respective 
shells.  The  whole  of  the  awful  ceremony  was  con- 
ducted with  the  greatest  propriety  by  Sir  Richard 
Ford  and  tbe  Sheriff." 

I  will  write  you  another  letter  in  a  few  days  to  tell 
you  more  news,  but  I  thought  that  tliis  would  entertain 
you.  My  sister  and  Lord  Morpeth  ^ru  still  detained  at 
Calais  on  their  way  back  by  contrary  winds.  Tbe  little 
boy  has  l>een  very  unwell.  They  were  afraid  at  first 
that  it  was  the  Croup,  but  it  was  tbe  disorder  that  our 
neighbors  tbe  French  have  sent  us  over  and  that  every 
body  has  got,  U  Cr^.— Yesterday  evening  Nugent, 
Lord  Westmeatb's  second  son,  died  here  of  the  measles 
and  an  inflammation  in  his  lungs.    A  coffin  and  mourn- 
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inc  coMh  cam*  for  him  Ibn  morning.  He  mu  •  vfr^ 
nk*  littl*  boy.— II  only  wanU  lhrt«  w«ek»  to  tlw  Ewter 
bolidayt.— Pray  remember  me  to  your  »i»tcr,  and  believe 
me,  I  an,  youn  ever  affectionately, 

Hartinoton.i 


Tk*  Hon.  Mn.  tUmtr  to  M*ry  Bmy 

I  really  have  been  talked  to  death  thi«  morning  and 
mutt  begin  a  letter  to  you  by  way  oJ  reliet.    It  wa.  a 
iNCCMtiVm  ending  with  Mr.  Burn,  who  tho'  really  V.nd 
and  sensible,  is  often  too  much  for  my  ipirita,  and  he 
never  takes  the  tone  from  others,  but  imagine*  he  can 
at  all  times  drag  them  into  his  vorttx  but  this  is  never 
the  case  with  me,  for  if  I  am  low,  such  »   empts  make 
me  sink  lower  and  lower,  and  now  I  actually  suffer  from 
a  number  of  hours  passed  in  the  manner  I  mention,  not 
only  at  the  moment  but  afterwards,  and  commonly  sleep 
the  worse  for  it.    This  evening  I  expect  no  one  except 
perhaps  Madame  de  H.,  of  whom  I  am  sure  I  have  no 
such  complaint  to  make— so  much  the  contrary  that  I 
am  mistaken  if  she  is,  or  has  always  been  as  happy 
as    the     present    state    of    her    fortuntt    make     her 
appear.    At  least  it  is  rare  with  so  much  sensibility  and 
intelligence  to  sympathize  with  others  in  distress  and 
understand  feelings  wholly  new  to  ourselves.    I  never 
have  told  you  what  I  feel  ^  <  rtain  you  will  not  disapprove, 
that   the    interest   and    admiration    she  so  repeatedly 
expressed  for  you,  and  the  natural  inquiries  she  made 
concerning  you,  which  from  a  character  like  hers  could 
not  be  curiosity,  inspired  me  with  a  wish  to  tell  her 
your  story.    Was  I  wrong?     Not  if  I  am  to  judge  by 
her  way  of  listening  to  what  [is]  said  1  am  sure!  and 

•  Add.  MSS.  377J«.  '•  )*■ 
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what  can  be  told  of  you  that  does  not  interest  or  do 
you  honour.    Farewell  for  the  present. 


Tu4:iaf,  March  >. 

I  yesterday,  while  I  was  at  dinner,  received  your 
letter  of  the  20th  February,  and  should  have  written  to  you 
in  the  evening,  for  I  was  alone,  but  I  had  a  sort  of  head- 
ache, I  believe  from  the  piercing  wind  which  now 
prevails,  and  which  I  am  sure  tempts  me  not  to  go  out, 
had  I  no  othv  reason  for  staying  at  home.  You  were 
right,  indeed,  my  life,  in  thinking  the  oppression  on  my 
mind  great  when  the  letter,  begun  at  Combbanke,  went 
to  you.  That  oppression  was  a  sort,  and  such  there  is, 
to  which  no  writing  seems  adequate.  There  must  be 
a  suite  and  order  in  a  letter,  merely  to  make  oneself 
understood,  which  requires  the  mind  to  be  in  some 
degree  collected.  When  present  a  word  or  look 
expresses  what  a  sviistanu  never  can,  and  thus  tho'  I 
am  not  Delphine  nor  feel  myself  in  any  way  allied  to  the 
race  of  modern  heroines  ie  tomans,  I  often  find  my  eyes 
refuse  the  task  my  heart,  for  relief,  would  impose  on 
them,  in  giving  you  details  of  what  I  now  feel  and  what 
I  suffer.  Otherwise  I  should  at  the  time  have  told  you 
how  the  melancholy  bell  tolled,  how  the  procession 
moved  on,  how,  for  a  long  way,  thro'  the  church  yard 
with  the  snow  driving  we  followed  the  sad  coffin,  my 
good  uncle  and  I,  arm  in  arm,  and  Lord  Frederick  and 
Lord  Tom  next.  The  coffin  was  nicely  decked,  and  the 
whole  conducted  with  the  greatest  order  and  propriety. 
Could  the  dear  soul  look  down  she  would  be  pleased 
with  this  last  tribute,  so  every  way  due  to  her.  I  cannot 
even  now  go  on,  but  do  not  think  my  spirits  are  not 
recovering,  I  am  persuaded  they  are,  tho'  slowly,  at 
least  to  a  certain  pitch,  where  perhaps  they  may  long 
remain,  but,  I  repeat  it,  I  am  naturally  anything  but 
gay,  except  at  moments,  and  these  moments  may  still 
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come  again  1  My  errors,  I  trust,  have  been  such  as  may 
find  mercy  and  forgiveness.  Why  therefore  should  1 
despond  I 

You,  dearest,  will  have  seen  long  l^efore  this,  that  I 
by  no  means  "  reject "  the  idea  of  meeting  you  abroad, 
that  is,  coming  to  you,  which  I  do  assure  you  with  truth 
I  am  convinced  will  be  better  for  nu  than  your  returning 
here.  You  could  not,  oiiglU  not  on  any  consideration  to 
expose  yourself  to  this  climate  before  June,  and  in  June 
I  have  now  made  my  plan  to  leave  England  perhaps 
early  in  that  month  and  be  on  my  way  to  you.  Meeting 
me  at  Spa  or  Paris  or  Brussels  are  only  kind  sugges- 
tions on  the  possibiMy  of  my  being  disposed  towards 
them,  but  it  is  quite  otherwise.  1  am  disposed  to  any 
place  in  a  good  climate  where  I  can  be  quiet  and  near 
you,  and  do  not  wish  to  travel  about  by  way  of  seeing 
anything  or  any  place.  I  have  not  recovered  my  love 
of  travelling,  but  I  am  convinced  th^t  th"  change  of 
scene,  continuing  my  route  leisurely  and  alone,  and 
resting  a  day  or  two  as  I  find  myself  incline,  and  know- 
ing that  I  am  going  towards  you,  will  of  all  ether  plans 
best  tend  to  restore  my  mind  and  make  me  sensible  I 
have  still  much  to  thank  Heaven  for.  I  should  say  I 
was  surprised  at  what  you  say  of  Miss  Argot,  but  why 
should  one  be  surprised  at  wood-headedness.  However, 
I  don't  feel,  as  I  say,  the  smallest  wish  to  visit  Switzerland 
and  its  romantic  beauties  at  this  moment. 

Agnes,  as  to  her,  will  never  feel  herself  anything  like 
happy  or  comfortable  but  white  shining  the  Queen  of  a 
little  society,  and  no-one  I  am  sure  is  better  formed 
naturally  to  shine  in  a  small  or  great  society.  Untoward 
circumstances  and  her  own  often  untoward  disposition 
have  made  this  not  easy  at  all  times  to  be  acomplished, 
I  would  and  for  your  dear  sake !  this  were  otherwise ! 
Your  father  and  his  dispositions  (more  easily  dealt  with) 
I  quite  understand,  and  indeed  at  his  age  do  not  wonder 
at.    Little  difficulties  are  always  magnified,  where  want 
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of  taste  or  energy  prevent  their  being  lightly  passed  over, 
and  it  ia  well  that  he  is  still  even  (rom  place  to  place 
moveable  at  the  will  of  others,  tho'  I  am  sure  every  way 
on  this  occasion  and  on  every  other  you  would  ever  wish 
to  move  him  to  his  own  real  advantage.  I  have  1  believe 
said  little  on  the  subject  of  your  health,  but  what  1  have 
felt  at  the  repeated  accounts  you  have  given  me,  upon 
the  whole  so  favourable,  I  leave  you  to  think !  Your 
going  was  my  decided  plan,  my  eameU  ivisA,  and  never 
for  one  instant  have  I  repented,  and  now  let  the  un- 
feeling say  we  cannot  love  another  better  than  ourselves. 
I  have  never  heard  a  word  of  Hugveriers,  and  thcreiure 
concluded  he  is  still  abroad,  nor  do  I  know  where  to 
enquire  for  him.  But  1  have  seen  another  courier  whom 
I  like  much,  as  far  as  appearance.  Perrey  recommended 
him  and  he  says  he  remember .  you  in  Italy.  His  name 
is  Tipot,  but  I  am  not  sure  he,  whether  it  be  can  or  will, 
I  know  not,  engage  with  me.  I  am  to  hear  in  a  day  or 
two,  and  if  he  will  not  shall  enquire  elsewhere.  Don't 
figure  me  to  yourself  fussy  or  cross  because  I  sometimes 
complain  of  seeing  more  people  than  I  wish  or  more  of 
them.  I  am  neither,  and  perhaps  you  would  think  in 
one  sense  too  little  so!  They  come  and  they  go.  I 
wish  not  for  them,  tho'  certainly  I  should  be  sorry  at 
such  a  time  to  be  neglected  I  That  is  not  the  case, 
every  body  is  very  good  to  me  and  as  kind  as  they  can 
be,  but  how  few  ever  sympathize  for  long  (if  at  all)  with 
the  real  and  deep  distress  of  another  1  It  is  not  to  be 
expected  !  i.or  from  many  to  be  desired.  When  1  come, 
you  must  expect  me  with  two  dogs,  like  old  Wander,  for 
I  never  can  again  leave  my  poor  Hylass  and  Miss  Berry, 
I  conclude  you  would  not  have  me  leave  her  behind. 
She  is  a  dear  little  thing,  is  grown  broad-backed  and 
what  you  would  call  impudent.^ 


'  Add.  MSS.  37;27,  f.  48. 
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Lord  Hartington  to  Mary  Berry 

Hakrow,  Mmrtk  11,  1803. 

Dear  Miss  Berry,— Thank  you  a  thousand  timM 
for  your  very  kind  letter  which  I  received  the  day  More 
yesterday,  and  take  the  first  opportunity  of  answering  it. 
I  was  very  much  entertained  with  the  "Nice  Gatettt" 
and  envy  your  "uncommotity  bad"  winters  very  much, 
for  we  are  stili  buried  in  snow.  I  am  very  much  afraid 
that  our  intention  of  a  trip  to  Paris  in  the  summer  is 
defeated,  for  that  destroyer  of  all  journeys  abroad, 
ycleped  War,  is  coming  towards  us  with  very  long 
strides,'  and  every  body  was  alarmed  yesterday  with  the 
King's  Message  to  Parliament,  which  was  in  all  the 
papers  and  which  I  send  you  with  what  the  paper  puts 
about  it. 

"  It  is  with  real  grief  that  we  present  to  our  readers 
the  following  Message,  sent  on  Tuesday  by  the  King  to 
both  Houses  of  Parliament.  We  earnestly  hope  that 
War  is  not  about  to  be  renewed,  an  event  which  must 
be  ruinous  i.i  so  extraordinary  degree  both  to  France 
and  England.  But  both  the  tone  of  the  message  and 
the  vigorous  measures  which  are  adopted  by  govern- 
ment prove  but  too  clearly  that  differences  of  a  serious 
nature  exist  be' ween  the  two  nation:..  All  the  ships  of 
war  at  Portsr  ~-ith  have  received  orders  to  repair  to 
Spithead,  a  ...  of  observation  will  immediately  be 
formed,  and  the  most  expeditious  mode  of  raising  sea- 
men has  been  resorted  to.  Press  warrants  have  been 
issued  and  numbers  of  Sailors  found  in  and  about 
London  have  been  sent  to  the  tender.  The  Funds  in 
consequence  of  these  measures  have  felt  some  depres- 
sion." 

*  It  WftS  clear  to  molt  intelligent  observers  tint  the  Treaty  of  Amteni  was 
only  a  temporary  peace,  and  that  war  muat  very  soon  again  be  declared  be- 
tween France  and  England. 


";.| 
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"  O.  R.  His  Majesty  thinks  it  necessary  to  acquaint 
the  House  that  as  very  considerable  military  prepara- 
tions are  now  carrying  on  in  the  ports  of  France  and 
Holland,  his  Majesty  thinks  it  expedient  to  adopt 
measures  of  precaution  for  the  safety  of  hit  dominions. 
Although  these  preparations  are  avowedly  directed  to 
colonial  purposes,  yet  as  great  and  important  discus- 
sions are  now  carryinq  on  between  i.<is  Majesty  and  the 
French  Governme.  he  issue  of  which  may  be  un- 
certain, and  his  Majesty  being  solicitous  for  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  peace,  is  induced  to  make  this  communi- 
cation in  full  persuasion  that,  whatever  may  be  the 
event,  he  may  rely  with  perfect  conhdence  on  the  public 
spirit  and  liberality  of  his  faithful  Commons,  to  take  such 
measures  as  shall  conduce  to  the  honour  of  his  crown, 
the  safety  of  his  dominions,  and  the  essential  interests  of 
his  people." 

I  was  very  much  surprised  by  your  quotation  out  of 
Horace's  Epitttts.  I  did  not  know  that  you  was  a  Latin 
scholar.  I  sent  your  message  to  Mama :  she  has  got  all 
her  Parisians  back.  They  arrived  on  the  seventh  :  they 
were  detained  at  Calais  for  ten  days,  where  they  used  to 
go  to  the  little  playhouse  at  the  inn  every  evening.  The 
little  boy  has  been  very  ill  indeed.  We  thought  at 
first  that  it  was  the  Croup;  but  it  turned  out  to  be 
the  disease  that  the  French  have  sent  us,  "  La  Grippe," 
and  which  every  body  has  got  in  London.  However, 
he  got  well  before  they  came.  I  believe  he  did  not 
know  his  father  and  mother,  but  !ie  looked  at  them 
as  if  he  had  some  recollection  of  their  faces,  and  is 
already  reconciled  to  them  and  beginning  to  be  soci- 
able and  gracious.  Mama  says  that  G.  Iook[s]  very 
well  and  a  little  French.  They  were  very  much 
pleased  with  Paris,  though  Bonaparte's  crossness  threw 
a  gloom  over  everything.  Mama  is  very  unhappy  at 
losing  the  little  boy. 

Agenor,  Madame  de  Grammont's  son,  is  arrived.    He 
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ii  beautiful  and  very  like  Cnritande.  Poor  Madame  de 
Grammont '  i»  very  ill  indred  at  Edinburgh. 

On  the  6th  of  this  month  died  the  Duke  of  Bridge- 
water* :  he  has  left  a  fjreat  deal  to  Lord  Cower,*  which 
is  all  to  go  upon  his  death  to  his  son,  Lord  Francis.* 
There  was  a  report  that  the  Duke  of  Queensberry  •  was 
dead  and  [his]  character  was  given  in  the  Papers.  It 
was  not  true,  but  I  believe  he  is  very  ill,  as  also  are  the 
Dukes  of  Richmond  •  and  Portland.'  It  is  reported  that 
Lady  Harriet  Hamilton  •  is  going  to  marry  the  Marquis 
of  Waterford.* 

I  suppose  if  there  is  to  be  war  that  you  will  return 
to  England  sooner  than  you  intended.  I  am  quite 
vexed  with  them  for  it.  I  wish  at  least  that  it  was  not 
to  be  till  we  had  been  to  see  Paris.  I  am  going  home 
now  in  about  a  fortnight,  but  the  "pompi  and  vanities" 
shall  not,  if  I  can  help  it,  make  me  neglect  my  news- 
paper. On  the  contrary,  I  shall  have  more  time  there 
than  I  can  scrape  up  here. 

Bob  is  just  arrived  and  tells  me  that  all  the  coasts 


■  The  Ouehtne  de  Fetiche,  ufc  Fr«n9olf  Gebrielle  AgMe  de  Pollfiiic, 
died  At  Holyrood,  March  50,  1803. 

'  Fnncii  Egerlon,  thitd  end  lul  Oulce  of  BridgewUer  (1736-1I0}), 
gMnoiu  for  the  conitniction  of  cwutlt. 

•  The  DuVe  of  Bridgewttet'i  nephew,  George  nranirille  LeTCKin-Gower 
(175S-183]).  eldett  Kn  of  Gnnville,  fint  Merquis  of  StefTord.  He  wm, 
during  hie  father's  lifetime,  lummoned  to  Parliament  ai  Baron  Guwer.  He 
lucceeded  to  the  earldom  on  October  26,  1803,  and  thirty  yean  later  wai 
created  Duke  of  Sutherland. 

«  Lord  Francie  LeTelon-Gower  ( 1 800- 1 8  57).  lecond  ion  of  the  aboTe.  He 
aJterwardi  auumed  the  lumame  and  armi  of  Egerton.  He  waa  created  Earl 
of  Elleamere  in  1846. 

'  Willian.  Douglai,  fourth  Duke  of  Queenaberry  (1734-1810),  known  ai 
"Old  Q.,"  and  notorious  for  his  dissolute  life. 

•  Charles  Lennox,  third  Duke  of  Richmond  (1735-1806). 

'  William  Henry  Cavendish  Bentinck,  third  Duke  of  Portland  (1738- 
1809),  Piime  .Minister  in  1783  and  1807. 

'  Lady  Harriet  Margaret  Hamilton  (d.  April  30,  1803),  daughter  of 
James,  first  Duke  of  A'jercom. 

'  Henry  de  la  Foe.  Beresford,  second  Marquis  of  Waterford  (1773-1826). 
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o»  Franc*  near  En){Und  are  armed,  and  that  there  are 
great  nunilwr  .ii  bo»b  with  which  they  tay  at  a  pre- 
lence  that  they  are  going  in  Uum  to  St.  Domingo  to 
plant  coloniei. 

I  have  not  time  to  write  any  more  now,  but  twiieve 
me  I  shall  ever  remain,  Youra  affectionately, 

Hartinoton. 
PS — Everybody  tend  their  love  to  you,' 


Til*  Hon.  Mrs.  Damtr  to  Alary  Bmy 

London,  Uttnk  il,  iloj. 
I  wrote  my  last  letter  in  a  hurry,  yet  I  trust  you  will 
have  allowed  for  that  and  not  have  mistaken  any  ex- 
preasion  I  might  make  use  of.    At  any  rate,  mv  meaning 
and  my  heart  you  never  can  mistake,  but  Iho*  I  accept 
and  even  feel  not   undeserving  of  the  compliment  of 
"  vieing  "  in  tendernes*  and  constancy  of  affection  with 
Madame  de  Sevigny,  I  can  not  quiU  come  up  to  her  in 
words.    This  instant  I  receive  your  letter  of  the  uth 
March,  dearest  soul !    I  have  not  a  thought,  not  a  hope 
that  does  not  refer  to  you,— wholly  depend  on  you,  and 
time,  be  assured,  will  dispel  the  sad  gloom  that  hangs 
over  my  mind.     I  never  meant  to  say  I  did  not  hope 
to  recover  that  interest,  that  sort  of  confidence  in  the 
possibility  of  future  days  being  brighter  than  present, 
which,  I  am  sure,  when  I  have  formerly  expressed,  it 
hat  often  only  made  you  shake  your  dear  head,  recollect 
this.    You  are,  thank  Heaven,  in  better  health  and  in 
better  spirits,  and  much  it  grieves  me  to  think  how  much 
I  have  with  my  melancholy  dashed  your  comfort,  for  so 
it  is.     Not,  I  know,  that  you  would  have  had  me  sup- 
press the  feelings  from  which  I  suffered,  or  endeavour 
to  conceal  them  from  you,  but  writing  can  never  be 

■  Add.  MSS.  377J«,  t.  M- 
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like  tptaking,  and  we  have  both  luffered  not  only  from 
"  kt  conlftlempi "  but  from  "  Its  mau*  i$  tabunct."  It 
haa  been  particularly  unfortunate  that  jutt  the  letter* 
you  were  moit  anxious  I  ihould  receive  loon,  were  the 
longcAt  on  the  road,  and  came,  -,  s  I  told  you,  fpur  itl 
once,  coniequently  I  ought,  long  before,  to  have  received 
the  fini  of  them.  I  do  not  think,  however,  that  I  have 
lo*t  any  one  of  your  letteri.  I  have  leveral  times 
wished  I  could  recall  the  words  you  very  naturally  quote 
in  your  letter  "  not  that  I  prefer,"  4c.,  for  they  seem 
to  imply  a  meaning  I  did  not  intend.  I  meant  merely 
not  to  influence  you  in  your  determination  in  this  way, 
and  felt  then  that,  so  that  I  had  the  prospect  of  being 
with  you,  I  cared  not  where  it  was.  Now,  I  assure  you, 
that  I  shall  be  very  much  disappointed  if  the  plan  of 
your  staying  abroad  should  fail,  which,  however,  I  will 
not  think,  for  surely  you  cannot  mistake  all  and  every 
single  letter  of  mine  written  since  I  received  that  of 
yours  of  the  4th  Feb.  joined  to  these  of  the  6th  and 
loth.  But  as  you  say,  you  wish  me  to  tell  you  what  I 
like  and  what  I  dislike,  I  will  at  least  tell  you  fairly 
the  latter  (fjr  the  first,  1  think  I  may  trust  your  own 
perception).  I  do  nol  then  like  after  so  long  an  absence 
and  the  sort  of  melancholy  I  experience,  meeting  you 
It  an  Inn,  or  meetirg  you  either  with  the  idea  ot  bustling 
on  together,  or  apart,  on  an  immediate  journey  to  some 
other  place.  Nor  do  I  like  the  idea  of  so  ex.,  tly  Bxing 
my  day  as  "meeting  at  the  clock  at  Dijon"  would 
make  me  feel  I  must,  whatever  you  say  to  the  contrary. 
(1  mean  that  a  few  days  sooner  or  later  did  not  signify.) 
Surely  it  is  a  much  more  comfortable  plan  that  I  should 
come  to  you  wherever  you  may  have  decided  to  pass 
your  summer,  and  then,  indeed,  we  may  settle  quietly, 
and  as  circumstances  arise,  where  we  shall  pass  our 
winter,  whether  in  Italy  or  France.  I  mean  certainly 
as  I  have  said,  to  set  out  on  the  first  of  June.  You  see, 
I  am  sure,  that  1  have  not  neglected  your  advice,  nor 
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wanted  confidence,  could  I  indeed  do  lo  t  in  your  kim 
and  anxiou*  affection  and  care  (or  me,  but  have  much 
hastened  a  departure,  I,  however,  from  the  moment  I 
found  you  could  utay  abroad,  never  doubted  about. 
And  I  declare  Iti  you  with  truth  that  I  am  convinced 
nothing  can  be  to  likely  to  reitore  ray  mind  to  any 
tone,  or  my  spirit*  to  any  tolerable  level  a*  change  of 
scene  and  place,  tho'  were  I  with  you,  my  heart  would 
anywhere  be  satisfied. 

I  have  been  dining,  and  have  returned  t"  your  letter 
and  to  mine.  I  will  confess  I  am  surprised  you  could 
'orm  so  uncomfortable  a  plan  as  our  m'  'ting  at  "  /« 
..jckt"  (It  nom  mU  m'tn  itg\,:'U)  higgledy-piggledy  w.th 
your  father  and  sistei  mm.'  compur  two  or  three  chance 
friends  who  v.  juld  certainly  find  you  out  and  be  to  gUd 
to  U4  you  and  you  so  glad  to  ut  Iktm  (or  a  (ew  days  I 
and  in  this  hurry  and  bustle  lo  settle  ind  fix  (Qutl 
hominti,  tot  unttntuu)  wl  ere  we  were  to  go.  I  think 
you  could  not  mean  this,  tho'  such  the  words  are.  // 
you  did,  it  proves  what.  Heaven  is  my  judge,  I  most 
wish,  the  goodneu  o(  your  health  and  spirit*. 


7\m*ij/,  Mtnt  19. 

I  must  now  go  to  business,  lest  even  with  my 
double  letter  I  should  not  find  room  (or  what  1  have 
to  say.  First,  of  the  war  I  shall  say  no  more  till 
Mint  further  circumstance  that  i*  material  shail  arise. 
It  is  now  the  general  opinion  (and  you  know  always 
was  mine)  that  it  will  not  take  place  (tho'  some 
differ)  and  we  will  go  on  as  if  the  business  was  rettled, 
tho'  the  negotiations  for  aught  anyone  knows  ((or 
the  same  mystery  continues)  last  a  long  time.  Then  I 
was  twice  at  Strawberry  Hill,  and  went  over  to  your 
house,  saw  all  was  well.  The  last  time  your  gardener 
came  over  to  me  and  semed  very  uneasy  at  the  expence 
your  horses  are,  o(  which  he  said  he  thought  you  did 
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T.  .mI*'  '*"'?  I.*"*  "  '^"^  ••»  y--  H.  dd«J.  that 
•ho..|d  you  wish  to  put  th«n.  inio  B.i.hty  P,rk  it  wm 
dunn^.  th.  .u««,r  hy  .hill,n„,  per  h/.d  1  w.e" 
Vou  know   .ho'  Alex.  may.  I  rf„  Z  grudw  the  t^; 

•hou  d  b«  let  by  the  y«r.  puticutarly.  Do  turn  thi, 
"ver  in  your  mind  and  let  m.  have  your  del^riTa. ion 
wi.rh:;.K'*  '»»'•;'"«•  »  "•"-W  you  deter»i„.  o  5.?; 
doing  ,f  a.  If  they  were  my  own.     I  know  the  manage- 

r^l^r""/"  '°'  ^°"'  eh'l'^hor.e.  but,  .0  bTaure, 
keeping  two  horie*  quite  uielete  tor  two  years  D.rh.n. 
ouy  not  be  what  you  may  think  wol^  w'h. "'  7know 
however,  you  ..ajon.  and  you  will  o<  coura.  do  whit' 
you  think  mwl  adviMble.  I  am  in  all  thina.  nleal^ 
^d  hZ"\n"'*""..  "•  •"'•y*  '<""'•  con,pS^d  anTl 
lM««U  !  i"*  :""!:  •"'*  •'•  •-«""  «>■""  «o  have  yo  J 
•icular  Th„  „  ^,.1.  Then  there  i.  in  my  iublei  here 
•  certain  old  ..arneti  that  Walter.  I  perceive  ha.  ,« 

•aiety.    Give  me -lao  your  orders  a.y>ut  that. 

Nee,  but  she  IS  not  determined. . .  .  Astovour  senlim.n.,i 

kno,v  not.  a.  I  know  not  kim  but  I  do  yo,..    Dor^b, 
orpr«d  at  my  settling  thi.-I  rcart  or/  noveVs!  alaJl 
too  tvuly  have  been  able  hitherto  lo  rea-l  nothii.g  el^ 
Farewel ,  my  only  hope  and  comfort  on  earth     How 
do  long  t'H,  seeming  mi,.  ide^stanJing  should  cease 
m  our  letters  and  we  not  to  oe  ai..,w.rir.g%ach  oth«  ,1 
cross  purposes,     rieaven  bless  you.' 
'  AM.  MSS.j7r.;,f.j,. 
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Tht  Hon.  Mr*.  Htm*  to  M«ry  Bmy 

n»ndlt.  Mm*  |D,  Hot. 

You  will  b*  certain  before  now,  my  dear  Mim  Berry, 
that  the  idea  o(  my  liemit  the  leant  careletn  with  re|{ard 
to  luch  a  valuable,  amiable,  clever  corretpondcnt  ouuht 
not  to  have  been  admitted,  lor  you  will  have  received 
my  letter  of  the  iilh  ol  February  b«lore  your  answer 
to  that  o(  January  the  i8lh  had  reached  me.  That  moat 
agreeable  an«uer  I  found  upun  my  table  on  my  return 
from  the  Queen'*  Hou»e '  Tuesday  ni({ht,  and  read  it 
before  I  went  to  deep,  and  it  wat  not  of  a  kind  to 
inipire  drowtineu.  If  I.idy  Dougla*  write*  to-day 
moat  part  of  my  intellixence  will  be  better  expreaied. 
However,  1  encourage  myself  never  to  (uppote  other* 
may  b«  writing  the  same  day,  for  that  often  cauie* 
delay  to  the  abvcnt,  and  aometime*  new*,  or  at  lea*l 
chit  chat  never  i«  lent  at  all,  but  put*  me  in  mind  of  the 
old  two  atools.— So  here  not*. 

The  Duke  of  Queen*bcrry  ■  died  yeeterday  morning. 
1  have  not  yet  heard  whether  he  ha*  left  a  will.  The 
Duke  of  Buccleuch,*  I  have  alway*  been  told,  i*  heir  to 
a  great  deal,  and  I  know  Lord  Dougia*  get*  the  Aime*- 
bury  Estate,  which  1  have  always  hearc<  .ailed  above 
three  thousand  a  year.  I  vii%h  it  '-■ne  L  juble,  or  even 
treble,  with  all  my  heart.— Lady  Andover  is  gone  too. 
Of  course,  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Howard,  will  inherit 
all  that  she  had  not  already  given  up  of  her  very  con- 
(iderable  fortune  to  her.  Another  very  great  death 
happened  on  Tuesday  morning,  that  of   the  Duke  of 

'  UttckinKhui  Houu  (now  Buckingham  TalAce)  wu  calM  "  Th«  Queen's 
HouM,"  when  Ueortc  111  tnd  hii  coniort  lived  thart.  It  wu  itu)«4  u  * 
dowcr-hoBK  upon  her  M*j«tty. 

*  Th«  report  wu  prenuturt.  WUU«m  DougUa,  fonrtb  Dukt  of  Qtwcm- 
b«try.  ■orvived  until  iSlo. 

*  llnry  Scott,  third  Dukt  of  Buccltuck  (1746-ilia),  who  nccttdKl  to 
the  dttktdom  of  Quccnsbcrry. 
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Brtd««w,itr.  Whx  I  .m  soinR  to  wrilt  wilt  Uiow  »ImI 
■n  immenw  property  he  h*«  Ictt  liehin  *  him.  He  h.M 
Blv»n  about  ^30,000  a  y.  r  l«nrf-.|  ntate  to  (;.ne.al 
E«.rton  (now  Earl  o(  BridKewat.r)  and  tix  hundred 
thouH,,nd  pound,  in  money-all  ihi*  in  hit  own  <li<poMl 
-and  rorty  Ihouwnd  poundi  to  hi*  hrolhei,  who  i., 
A.,'  \  '''"»"""»"!  '"  '-*dy  LotiiM  Macdonald' 
and  Udy  Ann  Vernon  each  ten  thouunci  pound.  •  to 
M>rd  Oowcr  he  leavn  the  navigation,  lli  1.  ihc  inconx 
of  It,  the  management  o(  the  coniern  being  put  in 
truetee.  hand..  Hi.  hou-e  in  town  all  .trictly  entailed 
a>ut  to  him  (or  hi.  tile),  the  picture.,  Ubrary.  »c..  a. 
heirloom.,  and  then  to  hi.  ..nd  and  younger  Mn. 
•iicce...ve  y  and  their  .on.,  ex.luding  whoever  may  be 
Marsui,  „l  SUflord,  hi.  intention  being  to  make  a  new 
family,  for  wh(,jver  ha.  it  i.  to  take  the  name  o( 
Egtrlon, 

.Ill .'.  ***  .'"  interrupted,  and  at  U.t  hac  w)rd  Sligo' 
tiu  it  wa>  lime  to  dreu  for  dining  out,  that,  tho'  veirtd, 
i  could  not  help  mywilf,  but  wa.  forced  to  .ubmit  and 
now  go  on  where  I  left  off  yeaterday.-Lord  Cower". 
»n.  failing.  It  goe.  through  a  long  .peclfied  Intail  to 
the  MM  of  hii.  three  niece.,  and  in  caM  of  failure  there 
come,  back,  I  heard  ye.terday,  to  Lord  Strathnairn,  but 
that  K«m.  a  contradiction.  However,  it  i.  no  great 
["w"*i'  '°' >"''"  L«ly  Carli.le'.  and  Udy  Loui,a 
[Macdonald] .  younger  u>n.,  Udy  Ann  Vernon  ha.  eight 
or  nine.  The  Navigation  i.  reckoned  a  clear  wvenly-four 
thousand  a  year ;  the  la>t  year  it  produced  eighty  and  i. 
supposed  to  be  improving. 

.1.  71l'  ?"''!  °'  ^"""'''"'•y  h"  been  .0  near  gone 
that  hi.  death  was  m  yesterday',  newspapera.-contra- 

'  Loviw  (d.  I»J7),  lUuglllti  of  ihe  Kcond  K>,l  Uow.i  maiiitd  in  ti,. 
Sir  A..hlb.ld  M.cdo™ld.  CM.f  B.,„„  „f  ,h,  K.ch«,u,r  "' 

'  Jobn  Denii,  6nl  Mui|yii  o(  SUgo  |i;56-lh;9). 
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dieted,— then  I  was  assured  he  had  departed  early  in  the 
morning,  but  before  I  left  home  I  found  he  lived,  and 
some  said  would  recover.  Just  now  I  sent  to  Lord 
Douglas's  servants :  they  have  heard  nothing  this  morn- 
ing, and  so  his  history  siops  unless  I  learn  more  before 
post  time.  I  must  not  write  what  is  just  now  going  on 
in  the  political  world,  fii  iher  than  to  say  if  all  kingdoms 
wish  as  much  for  peace  as  I  do,  you  will  need  no  pass- 
port when  you  return  to  us. 

I  think  Mrs.  Darner  is  likely  to  accept  of  the  invita- 
tion I  understand  you  have  sent  her.*  Not  that  I  have 
had  any  opportunity  of  learning  her  intentions,  but  her 
friendship  for  vou,  and  her  natural  disposition  to  s^e 
and  know  every  thing  makes  me  so  judge,  and  I  will 
venture  to  say  further,  it  is  the  best  determination  she 
can  take,  if  we  can  but  keep  in  friendship  with  our 
neighbours. 

I  'mew  of  poor  Lady  Aylesbury's  death  when  I  wrote 
my  i8  of  January  Letter,  and  meant  my  finishing  manner 
of  mentioning  her  might  be  a  sort  of  preparation  for 
you.  I  am  happy  to  find  Nice  air  has  conquered  the 
mischief  you  acquired,  occasioned  by  the  sad  news, 
more  to  be  lamented  at  her  age  on  her  Daughter's 
account  than  her  own. 

The  Bessboroughs  and  Morpeths  arrived  in  Town 
on  Tuesday  after  having  been  detained  at  Calais  by 
contrary  and  blowing  winds  since  the  Friday  sen'  night 
before:  all  well.  I  have  lived  almost  at  Devonshire 
House  for  above  tnis  month  past,  in  a  very  quiet  way; 
hardly  any  body,  and  generally  only  one  whist  party, 
some  men,  and  these  not  many,  supping  (I  always  come 
away  at  that  time),  and  Lady  Spencer,  who  has  been 
there  above  a  month,  retiring  too  then.  She  has  been 
extremely  unwell ;  the  terrible  North-east  weather 
added  to  the  Influenza  (a  more  universal  one  was  never 
known)  having  prevented  her  recovering  from  a  very 
>  Maty  B«ny's  inntAtion  to  Mn .  Duner  to  joUi  her  ibiood. 
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Mvere  attack  of  more  than  a  common  cold  which  she 
brought  up  from  the  country;  but  though  the  weather 
II  still  Mvere  and  a  fall  of  snow  last  night,  she  begins 
to  feel  gettmg  about  and  in  health  again.    She  now 
stays  on  in  Town  till  after  Udy  Cork's"  lying-in.-Udv 
Pelham  has  lost  the  finest  boy  that  ever  was,  after  a 
few  days'  fits.    He  ended  in  one  Dr.  Pitcairn  called 
apoplectic.    She  is  within  a  couple  of  months  of  her 
time,  and  both  she  and  Lord  Pelham  have  exerted  then>- 
selves  wonderfully  and  showed  great  fortitude.-Lady 
H.  Cavendish,'  I  believe,  will  be  presented  in  the  spring. 
I  think  her  improved,  and  the  manner  of  the  young 
people  dressing  their  hair  becomes  her.    The  Baroness 
Howes'  eldest  boy  is  just  recovered  from  the  Measles, 
her  two  younger  children,  I  believe  I  mentioned  in  my 
last,  had  been  laid  up  with  that  troublesome  disorder  at 
Twickenham.    I  have  had  this  same  Influenza  that  I 
told  you  of,  in  one  of  its  ways.    Mine  was  not  an  attack 
of  cough  or  any  complaint  above  my  stomach,  but  I 
have  brushed  through  it  very  well  and  never  staid  at 
home  since   I   got  rid  of  a   blight,  which  I  believe  I 
natned  m  my  last  Utter.    I  am  tired,-"  ww  aus»" 
will  be  a  very  fair  answer.      However   I   should  go 
on,  had   I  more  to  say  than  that   I  am  ever  yours 
most  truly,  my  dear   Miss  Berry-not  dear   Madam. 
Verbum  sap.* 

•  iMbella  HMriei  a  (d.  1143),  third  d.nght«  of  William  Poy-U,  of 
M.dgh.m  BtrlM,  muried  in  1795  Edmund,  righlh  K.rl  of  Cork  (1767-1856) 
She  giTc  birth  to  a  third  ion,  John,  on  March  13,  1803. 

•  Lad,  HenriWta  Cavenduh  (d.  1863).  daughter  of  the  fifth  Doke  of 
OeyoMhire.    She  married  in  1809  the  fim  Earl  Granville  (1773-1846) 

Sophu  Charlotte,  Baroneu  Howe  of  Langar  (in  her  own  right),  176a- 
ia35-  She  matned  in  1787  the  Hon.  Penn  Aaheton  Cunon  (d.  1797),  elde. 
Jon  of  AMheton,  fim  ViKoont  Cunon.    In  ign  .he  marri«i,  Kcondly,  Sir 

^^  Z:^'  ^"^'l  ^"'    ^"^  "••  ""  ■""'*'='  ->' Admir.1  Earl  H^" 
Aaa.  MoS.  37726,  f.  4a 
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Thi  Hon.  Mrs.  Damn  to  Mary  Berry 

London,  Tkmii^,  April  j,  ito]. 
Lest  you  should  suppose  there  was  something  in 
the  letter  which  I  said  1  burnt,  that  really  there  was 
not,  I  make  haste  to  say  that,  among  other  very  un- 
important matters,  it  contained  a  proposition  of  meet- 
ing at  Paris  instead  of  Brussels,  as  a  place  of  more 
resource,  should  you  decide  on  any  long  stay  at  eithe''. 
I  added  at  the  same  time  an  injunction  not  to  mention 
this  to  your  companions,  should  you  see  any  objections. 
Your  letter  fully  answered  this  proposition  before  it 
was  made,  and  be  assured,  should  you  determine  on 
Spa  or  Brussels  I  shall  be  content  to  meet  you,  so 
that  the  essential  part  of  the  plan  be  not  given  up, 
your  passing  the  winter  abroad  with  me.  I  certainly 
should  prefer  Switzerland  to  Spa  and  Brussels  for 
the  summer,  and  therefore  hope  you  will  succeed  in 
engaging  the  Greatheads  to  meet  you  there.  In  that 
case  I  shall  beg  of  you  to  take  some  appartment  for 
me  adjoining  or  near  where  you  are  at  Geneva  or 
Lausanne  or  elsewhere.  Nay,  I  would  still  come  and 
take  my  chance  of  anything  future,  relative  to  the  war, 
obliging  us  to  return  here  in  the  winter,  provided  it 
remained  settled  that,  should  your  father  continue  in 
his  resolution,  we  still  were  to  go  on  together,  no  un- 
foreseen event  occuring.  I  easily,  from  the  account 
you  gave  me  of  yourself,  relinquish  for  you  the  idea  of 
Spa,  as  1  am  persuaded  that  being  where  you  like  and 
are  amused  in  the  summer  and  then  passing  the  winter 
out  of  England  is  what  is  required,  and  all  that  is  re- 
quired for  your  health,  and  you  know  not  the  comfort 
it  gives  me  to  know  (however  even  things  may  turn  out 
as  to  public  events)  that  you  have  and  must  now 
have  convinced  yourself  that  the  amendment  at  least 
of  your  health  and  spirits  is  to  be  procured  and  the 


AT   HOME   AND   ON   THE   CONTINENT     247 

means  appear  no  way  in  future  to  be  out  of  your 
power. 

1  yesterday  saw  Miss  Francis  for  the  first  time,  as  she 
was  con6ned  with  a  cold  on  her  arrival.    She  seems,  as 
you  say,  to  want  neither  sense  nor  feeling,  poor  thing ! 
I  was  a  good  deal  affected  on  seeing  her.    She  spoke  of 
you  in  the  highest  terms  of  admiration  and  gratitude. 
Several  morning  visitors  intervened  and  I  then  received 
your  letter  of  the  26th  March  in  answer  to  mine  of  the 
nth.    You  will  find  by  my  subsequent  letters  that,  even 
should  war  take  place,  which  I  think  it  will  not,  I  by 
no  means  see  the  necessity  of  our  giving  up  our  plan 
of  passing  the  winter  abroad.     I  cannot  suppose  the 
English  will  be  ordered  to  quit  France,  as  there  appears 
to  me  no  reason  for  the  measure,  and  so  far  I  under- 
stand, every  civility  is  shown  them.     However,  in  my 
next  letter  (I  thought  I  had  mentioned  the  subject  in 
that  of  the  nth)  you  virill  find  that  I  have  not  been  un- 
mindful even  of  the  possibility  of  unpleasant  circum- 
stances in  which  you  might  find  yourself  involved,  from 
this  sudden  occurence,  and  I  trust  that  you  duly  received 
the  additional  letter  of  credit,  which,  as  I  directed,  Coutts 
promised  to  send  on  the  Tuesday  13th.     I  shall,  as  you 
may  equally  like  to  know,  Jesire  Hoper  to  enquire  into 
the  state  of  your  own  credit  at  Coutts'  and  let  you  know 
the  result  by  Tuesday's  post,  as  to-morrow  (Friday)  they 
will  not,  of  course,  do  business. 
1    Miss   Francis  seemed  much    disappointed  when   I 
mentioned  the  plan   of  your   remaining  abroad    next 
winter,  and  not  quite  comforted  when  1  said  that  Agnes 
would    return.     She  mentioned    the    improvement    of 
your  health  till,  as  she  said,  a  little  before  she  came 
away,  when  you  appeared  less  well.     For  this,  alas !  I 
could  but  too  easily  account.    She  also  said  she  often 
lamented   your  over  fatiguing  and  worrying  yourself 
with  parties  and  company.     1  had  hoped  this  was  less 
the  case  by  your  letters,  but  so  it  struck  even  such  an 
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obtcrver  ai  Miis  Francis.  To  b«  sure,  I  should  not 
have  thought  you  would  have  taken  a  new  Engtiihman 
(rom  Nice  with  you  for  fear  you  ihould  not  find  enough 
of  them  at  Geneva,  aa  I  never  taw  the  place  yet  where 
they  did  not  abound,  and  how  Mr.  Smyth  could  be 
"useful"  on  the  road  I  am  at  a  loss  to  guess,  for 
numl>ers  cer'tinly  increase  the  difficulty,  but  you  will 
only  scold  me  and  say  I  know  nothing  of  your  Father, 
Ac.,  Ac. — and  so  I  have  done.  Pantaleone  Queensberry 
was  only  MM  by  the  ntwipaper,  not  by  the  Grippt. 
But  poor  Pantaleone  Hamilton  *  is  no  more.  He  died 
yesterday  morning,  having,  they  say,  for  some  time 
past  been  only  a  walking  shadow. 

FHdtf,AfrUt. 

It  is  now  thought  that  Sunday  next  will  bring  the 
final  answer  from  Paris.'  What  this  may  be,  I  find  by 
what  you  say,  you  will  know  sooner  from  thence  than  I 
can  let  you.  I  shall  be  truly  vexed  for  you  and  I  assure 
you  disappointed  for  myself,  should  you  think  it 
necessary  to  return.  That  is,  my  retaon  will  be  dis- 
appointed, for,  provided  I  see  you  again,  the  languor 
and  melancholy  that  still  oppress  my  mind  make  it 
indifferent  almost  to  me  uhere  we  meet.  Of  one  thing  I 
am  convinced,  that  the  first  moment  my  mind  will  in 
any  degree  in  reality  begin  to  recover  will  be  when  I 
again  see  you  and  press  you  to  my  heart.  These  words 
I  believe  I  have  already  written;  no  matter,  I  repeat 
them  oftener  to  myself.  I  will  see  Mrs.  Howe,  since 
you  require  it,  for  what  else  I  can  "do  with  her"  I  know 
not,  yet  making  me  see  people  is  hard,  for  as  they  know 
I  do  not  go  out,  there  is  a  sort  of  solemnity  in  these 
intervals  that  affects  my  spirits,  commonly  at  the  time 
and  certainly  afterwards,  and  seems  to  me  to  do  no  good. 

1  Six  WUluim  Hmnilton  (b.  1730).  diplomatiit,  ftrdueologut,  tnd  the 
husband  of  the  notorious  Emin*  Lyon  (Nelson's  EmmA),  died  on  April  €. 
1803. 
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I  am,  I  assure  you,  harassed  and  prevented  from 
doing  matters  of  business  in  the  morning  by  the  number 
of  persons  already  habitually  received,  and  never  and 
my  spirits  so  calm  and  composed  as  when  I  have  pasted 
a  day  alone.  I  have  only  room  to  add  Heaven  blest 
you  I  > 


The  Hon.  Mrs.  Howe  to  Mary  Berry 

GurroN  Stuiot,  Suuliji,  Afril  lo,  iloj. 

Owing  to  your  attention  to  me,  my  dear  Miss  Berry, 
1  received  a  most  kind  and  pleasing  note  from  Mrs,  Darner 
on  Friday  evening  and  containing  her  leave  to  call  upon 
her.  You  may  be  sure  I  profited  by  such  permission  as 
soon  as  might  be,  by  going  to  her  yesterday.  She  tays 
she  is  pretty  well,  but  looks  thin.  My  reception  was 
just  such  a  one  as  I  could  wish,  very  gratifying  and 
showing  a  sort  of  confide- '^e,  a  satisfactory  one,  and  of 
the  sort  that  put  me  very  much  in  mind  of  you.  She 
charged  me  not  to  neglect  my  intention  of  writing  to 
you  by  Tuesday's  post,  lest  my  letter  should  not  find 
you  at  Nice. 

Your  plans  and  hers  must  remain  uncertain  for  a 
while,  but  according  to  the  present  appearance  (1  can 
only  say  appearance)  of  things,  a  short  time  may  deter- 
mine  whether  you  will  be  at  liberty  to  go  or  come  just 
as  you  please. 

I  make  no  excuse  on  account  of  not  having  answered 
your  last  sooner,  deserving  as  it  was  of  my  earliest  notice. 
It  arrived  at  a  time  when  the  hurry  and  worry  of  my 
head  was  such  that  I  could  only  attempt  unavoidable 
writing.  It  is  now  got  tolerably  quiet,  owing  to  sub- 
sided agitation.  The  Dowager  Lady  Spencer  was  un- 
well several  weeks,  but  going  home  to  her  own  air  and 


I 


" 


I  Add.  MSS.  37727,  f.  54. 
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occupations  has  confirmed  her  perfect  recovery,  except 
not  finding  herself  quite  >o  strong  as  usual  for  her  very 
long  walks.  Lady  Georgiana  Morpeth,  amiable  a*  ever, 
brought  her  fine  boy  here,  and  told  me  the  had  written 
to  you.  I  therefore  need  not  lay  more  of  her.  Her 
friends  are  content  to  have  got  hrr  safe  home  again. 
Poor  Miss  Lloyd  had  a  Palsy  stroke  last  Monday,  under 
which  she  latx>red  without  seeming  to  have  much  sense 
or  feeling,  till  yesterday  evening.  Had  she  not  lain  so 
many  days  in  such  a  sad  state,  it  might  have  been 
thought  a  happy  end  at  past  eighty-one. 

I  find  Mrs.  Darner  writes  so  constantly  to  you  that 
it  checks  my  wish  to  send  you  all  the  chit  chat 
transactions  Ihat  are  publick  ones.  One  of  a  more 
serious  kind  I  sh^ll  leave  to  her— I  mean  the  melancholy 
end  of  Colonel  Mongomery.  His  adversary,  Captain 
Macnamara,'  is,  I  twiieve,  hardly  out  of  danger.  What 
a  lamentable  throwing  away  of  two  such  brave  young 
men  I 

I  picked  up  little  or  nothing  yesterday,  and  so  many 
of  my  friends  are  gone  into  the  country  that  my  levtes 
are  much  lessened,  and  I  fear  as  this  Letter  must  ab- 
solutely go  to-morrow,  it  will  be  much  less  worth  send- 
ing than  I  intended. 

Lady  Harriei  Hamilton  is  to  have  Lord  Vaterford. 
Setting  apart  his  rank,  fortune,  &c.,  he  would  be  a  very 
desirable  match  (perhaps  not  for  a  very  dissipated  lady, 
as  he  is  naturally  domestic),  for  he  has  an  excellent 
character  and  is  perfectly  good  tempered. 

Mr.  Macnamara   is  recovering.    The  Coroner's  In- 


*  CapUin  (ifterwBrds  Rcmr-AdmirKl)  Jinet  Macnamara  (1768-1826) 
fought  a  duel  at  Chalk  Farm  with  Colons.  Montgomery,  in  which  he  was 
wounded,  and  hit  adveriary  killed.  He  was  tried  at  the  Old  Bailey  on 
April  22,  but  the  jury  returned  a  verdict  of  "  Not  guilty,"  it  being  ahown 
that  the  provocation  came  firom  Montgomery. 
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quMt  have  laid  mantlaughter,  but  he  mutt  be  tried  (or 
murder. 

I  am  glad  you  had  (uch  fine  weather  ana  enjoyed  it 
in  a  manner.  Your  clever  quotation  would  have  been 
a  proof  to  me,  had  you  said  no  more,  that  it  was  not 
loit  upon  you.  I  believe  I  have  declared  to  you  that, 
old  ai  I  am,  I  have  continued  to  endeavour  to  be  pleased 
with  every  employment  I  could  at  all  take  to,  and  that 
I  have  as  constantly  tried  to  turn  those  employments 
into  amusements,  and  t  can  truly  say  I  have  found 
much  benefit  from  such  determination.  The  great  world 
is  rather  in  a  bustle.  Mr.  PHI*  comes  up  to-day  to 
Mr.  Charles  Long's,'  »•  near  London  as  to  make  little 
difference  as  to  what  may  be  going  on.  It  seems  a 
general  belief  that  he  and  Lord  Melville'  are  coming  in. 
Farther  does  not  yet  transpire,  but  curiosity  and  anxiety 
are  upon  the  full  stretc><  and  the  parliament  being  ad- 
journed for  ten  days  gives  ground  to  suppose  it  is  to 
allow  time  for  arrangements. 

TVwJy,  ^frit  It. 

I  was  interrupted  yesterday :  one  person  following 
another  caused  me  to  stop.  1  have  since  heard  of  more 
surmises.  Till  they  prove  certainties  you  shall  hear  no 
more  of  them,  and  remember  that  I  cannot  write  again 
till  you  send  me  a  direction.  Lady  Camelford  is  going 
on  ill.  Her  present  situation  is  a  suffering  one,  and  a 
total  separation  is  a  better  alternative. 

By  the  Dowager  Lady  Chatham's'  death,  Lord 
Chatham  *  gets  something  more  than  25  hundred  a  year. 

'  Willuun  Pitt  (i759-i«o6),  lUteinMii. 

'  Chula  Long,  of  Bromley  Hill  Place,  Kent  (I76i-iij8),  held  Tuioiu 
miaiiteriml  oScei ;  cieued  Buon  Fimborough,  181a 

■  Henry  Dnnilu,  bit  ViKount  Melville  (1741-1811),  Secrctiry  of  Stnte 
for  War,  1794-1801,  Fint  Lord  of  the  Adminity,  1804-5. 

*  V7ldow  of  "the  Great  Commoner." 

•  John  Pitt,  second  Earl  of  Chatham  (1756-1835),  eldeK  ion  of  "the 
Great  Commoner,"  and  brothe/  of  William  Pitt,  Iha  Prime  Miniiler. 
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Sir  W.  Hamilton  hM  left  hi>I«<ywvenor«lchi  hundred 
•  year,  and  a  lew  hundred  pound*,  the  houM  in  town  and, 
I  luppow,  the  furniture.  The  reit  of  hli  eftate  he  givet 
to  hi>  nephew,  Charles  Greville,'  and  if  he  diet  without 
heirf,  it  goes  to  hii  brother,  Bob  Greville,'  who  married 
Lady  Man>6eld,  and  I  believe  the  jointure  the  lame 
affcr  Sir  death, 

Lord  Gower  wilt  hi .  pretent  habitation  and  makei 
the  late  Duke  of  Bridgewater't  his  town  retidcnce,  first 
building  a  fine  drawing  and  eating  room,  ftc,  to  the 
park,  raised  to  the  height  of  the  pictur<!  gallery  and 
Library,  and  moves  the  stablet  to  Cleveland  Court ;  then 
over  ;he  coach  narrow  way  called  Katharine-wheel  yard, 
he  throws  a  bridge  which  leads  to  his  garden  in  the 
Green  Park.  It  will  be  a  very  complete  business  when 
finished. 

General  David  Dundas*  has  the  red  ribbon  vacated 
by  the  death  of  Sir  William  Hamilton. 

I  have  nothing  more  to  add,  my  dear  Miss  Berry, 
but  respects  to  Mr.  Berry,  lo -e  to  Agnes  and  to  assure 
you,  I  am,— Ever  sincerely  y,  irs. 

C.  H.« 


Th*  Hon,  Mrs.  Darner  to  Mary  Btrry 

LoMDOK,  TVmriQi,  ^^  14,  ito). 

I  have  now  before  me  your  two  kind  letters  ol  the 
30th  March  and  the  3rd  April,  which  I  received  to-day. 
To  begin  by  the  first,  I  have  to  say  that  il  you  overrate 

'  ChMlM  FrancU  Ginill.  (1749-1809),  second  Kn  o(  Fruidi,  linl  EvI 
of  Wwwick.    He  died  unmaiiird. 

w  '  f  1^"  ''°""  """'"''  ""  '-""■•)•  "•■"in!  «797)  LoMiM,  Couoteu  of 
Muifitld  (in  her  own  ti|lil). 

•  Genciil  Si,  Dirid  Dandu  (:75S-i«30),  Commud«-in-Chief.  l«c»- 
181 1.  ^ 

*  Add.  MSS.  3n»».  I-  41. 
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my  care  jind  •Mention  (for  Ihc  letter  o(  6th  »m,  m  I 
Mid,  nothing  elw)  you  cannot  overrate,  Iho'  «ou  may 

r"1"ll'  •";"•  '""  """"''■  "'  "y  •«-*•-''  '"' 
the  letter  till  you  *ee  me ;  remember  I  ,«,„,,  thi..  Still 
lew  »hould  I  ever  t;i  ve  a  direction  lor  a  note  o<  youn  not  to 
^honoured  by  my  hanker-not  that  I  mintake  what  you 
•ay  tor  anything  but  mere  matter  of  form,  always  in  my 
opinion  in  many  matteri  to  be  ob«erve<l  even  by  friendi 

wJ.r  *  ?■*"  '■""'L"'  '"'  •''"*  y"  «"««  in*"  my 
ideal  for  not  leaving  England  to  early  a.  your  letteri 
preued  me  repeatedly  to  do,  tho'  I  always  felt  certain 
you  would  have  done  so,  could  you  have  known  all  tte 

nl7clir  'Tr!"V'"u".l"  **•'=''  '  *»••  "nfc'tunately, 
placed.  That  I  should  now  have  unavoida.>ly  been 
stopped,  IS  nothing  to  the  matter,  tho'  it  is  so  far  likely 
rsit  prevents  my  having  in  any  degree  eithe.  stopped, 
altered  or  interfered  with  your  plans. 

uJa^  •*"  *°.  ''""I  '••'  '*""■'  "•"*  y""  '«"  ">•  o'  your 
health  IS  ,ust  nearly  what  I  expected  from  the  uiinuiant 

uncertainty  in  which  you  are.and  the  alas!  not  improbable 

rational.  Still  I  think  we  shall  have  peace,  but  Mr 
Pitt,  they  say  IS  certainly  to  come  in  and  the  Grenvilles,' 
and  1  am  lold  that  this  accession  is  to  be  announced 
to-morrow  or  next  day  I     If  Fox  is  not  Minister  I  care 

Trt  Ti^'^i  *'''°  '"'f  *''°  '»  "°*'  '»  »<«™»  'o  me  all 
alike  blundering  on  from  one  incoherent  folly  to  another ' 
and  without  a  shadow  of  knowledge  of  foreign  politic,; 
or  any  treaties  except  their  own,  which  it  seems  Ihev 
are  grown  ashamed  of_"Ai,K:  ilia  lachryma."  But  as 
they  made  the  treaty,  certainly  they  ought  to  keep  to  it, 

wt  rX'str"  '°  ""  ''"°"'  '"'•  '"'  ""' '"*^' 
tk.  Oi.i..UI,-Fo.  .daiiUuiuior  wu  fom.«l  "tbr-iy  l8a6 
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AMNr,  ilfril  if. 

To  Mr*.  Howe,  who  obligingly  ctm*  again  ti  iii«i 
I  had  told  your  direclioni,  Ac,  but  1  shall  alio|<w  har 
where  you  nay  in  your  latl  letter,  aa  I  could  (m  ih« 
wat  rather  ditappointc  d  at  your  not  having  mentioned 
where  (he  wai  to  direct  aRer  Nice.  You  te'l  m«  not 
to  "worry"  my>ei(  about  you,  should  you  be  forced 
to  return.  "Worry"  I  may  not,  but  I  wmtt  •••  and 
(eel  all  the  consequence  it  is  o(  to  you,  not  only  on 
the  score  of  health,  but  on  the  scc.e  of  what  forms 
the  very  ntmct  of  health  and  spirits  with  you.  Bui 
as  1  must  not  ruin  you  in  postage  and  always  fear 
being  interrupted,  I  must  go  to  business. 

Mrs.  Burn  did  receive  your  letter ;  more,  I  have 
engaged  my  couriei  for  a  month  at  all  events,  beginning 
the  6rst  of  June,  therefore,  should  you  be  obliged  or 
determined  to  return,  it  would  be  a  great  salisfaction 
to  me  if  you  would  let  me  send  him  to  you,  for  example, 
to  Lyons  or  Geneva  and  it  would  (which  as  you  have 
never  me-  ioned  I  conclude  you  have  not  done)  be 
very  easy  for  you  to  drop  your  stupid  brute  of  a 
courirr  at  either  of  these  places,  for  I  confess  that 
a  good  courier  (and  I  am  persuaded  this  is  one)  appears 
to  me  a  more  useful  and  a  less  troublesome  personage 
on  a  }ourncy,  than  a  Mr.  [illegible]  or  «wn  a  Prince  Louis, 
of  whom  I  begin  to  think  I  must  speak  with  some 
respect.  Don't  mind  my  nonsense,  but  pray  think 
seriously  of  my  proposal,  i  could  send  him  to  you 
by  Diligences,  &c.,  and  you  would  then  keep  him 
just  while  you  wanted  him,  should  you  do  so  longer 
than  the  month,  nay,  he  is  here  i  and  to  me  it  would 
be  as  broad  as  it  is  long  to  send  him  to-morrow.  It 
would  be  nu  additional  expencc  to  you  (Ms  merely 
for  your  father)  and  as  I  say,  a  great,  ver^  great  satis- 
faction to  me. 

Of  peace  I  am  sorry  to  say  I  doubt  much  more 
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than  I  did,  but  Ulking  oi  ii  i«  vwn  ai  prMcnI.  Should 
you  rtturn  immcHaitly,  yuu  •ra,  I  iru«t,  «wart  thai 
I  can  lodge  you  all  in  town  or  country,  or  ai  ib« 
moat  your  lalhw  might,  il  you  thoti(ht  Ihera  waa  not 
room  in  town,  take  a  room  al  »  ..la  lodging  houM 
Juit  to  ileep  in.  And  ai  lo  Strawberry  Hill,  if  you 
will  not  reckon  it  jrottr  country  hounc,  lor  you  and 
your»,  all  I  m  tay  i*  that  I  thall  no!  long  reckon  il 
mint.  I  i*ve  planned  the  roomi  and  arrangement  and 
you  are  all  to  be  in  the  caMIe— no  Irampifif  to  the 
o«ice».  But  enough  oJ  thii,  which  Hill  I  hope  may 
not  lor  the  preient  be  neceiury.  I  need  not  lay 
thai  Condabte  will  execute  your  commiuion  (ahould 
Ihey  come)  but  that  I  think  «he  can,  for  the  leem* 
very  clever  anO  intelligent  from  the  little  I  can  judge 
now,  in  theM  niatteri.  Lortl  [illegible]  hai  paid  me 
my  quarter  and  I  am  in  no  difficultiei  whatever  at  Ihia 
time,  bi!  the  want  of  delicacy  in  hii  conduct  I  may 
forgivt  but  cannot  /orgti.  Your  poor  "SHch  "  bids  you 
farewell.  It  can  be  a  support  lo  nothing,  but  fall* 
to  the  ground  unleu  employed  in  it*  own  service,  by 
you.    Heaven  bleu  you.' 


Th4  Hon.  Mrs.  Damtr  lo  if  try  Bttty 

Loudon,  SmUf.  Mfril  17,  iSoj. 
I  feel  a  change  of  direction  rather  as  a  rapproeht- 
mtnt  which  is  more  like  a  sense  of  pleasure  to  me  than 
anything  else  can  be ;  but  I  have  been,  I  know  not 
how,  more  painfully  low  of  late,  perhaps  than  at  the 
first  moments  of  my  grief,  and,  Iho'  1  do  not  love 
making  these  tort  of  complaints,  as  I  think  you  seem 
seldom  to  enter  into  my  ideas  on  the  subject,  I  must 
add  that  I  have  been  worn  to  death  almost  with  seeing 

'  Add.  MSS.  ];7J7.  t  i»- 
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mora  pMptt,  and  mort  0/  p«oplt,  tvm  Uiom  I  had 
•Iraady  Man,  than  my  tpiriu  ara  at  all  abta  to  baar, 
oftan  and  oflan  not  having  an  hour  In  Iha  day  to 
mytalf  or  to  do  rr  Mttia  any  butina«  t  want  to  AnUh. 

I  maan  lo  go  lo-murrow  to  Strawberry  Hill,  and 
to  bt  chiaiy  Ihara,  a*  I  ftal  that  I  ihall,  upon  tha 
whola,  Mifler  laaa,  cartainly  Icm  unplr««nlly  if  t  am 
laft  mora  aloite,  lor  I  Ai  d  invariab  .lat  Iha  ovar- 
fatigua  of  laetng  peopla  pravanli  my  olaaping  with 
tolcrabia  compoture.  You  cannot  either  call  my  being 
at  Strawberry  Hill  being  alone  when  the  Si.>remberg'« 
tfe  at  Hawck,  ai  It  i>  my  intention  to  go  lo  them 
commonly  in  the  evening,  and  they  mean  to  aattia 
there  on  Wcdnewlay  Mn'night,  and  I  coma  to  town 
again  next  Thurtday  (or  two  or  three  nighli. 

I  never  can  tell  you  how  kind  and  conttanlly  attentive 
lo  me  Madame  de  Starembcrg  has  been,  leldom  miaaing 
a  day  coming  at  (ome  time  or  other  and  often  paating 
the  greater  part  of  the  evening  here.  And,  indeed, 
the  only  momenta  I  have  ever  known  my  tpiriti  could 
in  the  ilightett  degree  quit  their  «ad  atala  of  oppreulon 
h^ve  been  tome  of  thoae  I  have  patted  with  her.  Yet 
an.iaty  or  impatience  even  to  tee  her,  I  fael  1  .tl,  and 
it  i«  tureiy  not  that  my  heart  wanti  gratitude  I  She 
has  much  life,  both  in  ideat  and  convertation,  with 
lound  aenie,  or  I  mi».aka  much,  but  ler  tplritt  never 
are  overpowering.  To  me  the  hat  a  ^  ntle  exprettion 
of  pity  void  of  affectation,  which  can  come  only  from 
a  feeling,  tympathiting  'leart. 

Sunday  tvenitig. — My  uncle  and  Lady  Frederick 
[Campbell]  dined  with  me,  and  just  before  they  came, 
arrived  Lady  Melbourne  who  never  come.,  at  I  believe 
I  told  you,  but  at  hurried  momen.i,  commonly  while 
I  am  at  dinner  and  between  gobbling  up  a  part  of  it, 
her  hurry  to  go  somewhere  else  anr)  her  with  to  ttay 
and  [con6de]  something  or  other  she  feels,  i  tuppott*, 
a  need  to  deposit  in  a  safe  ear.    She  is,  to  be  sure, — 
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no,  not  •  tomtfy,  for  «h.  „ri,„  ^tU*  m,  mtk«  rtBto 
hMvrn  thoy  no  l.,nK«f  >tf«cl  m..    To-da.  Uie  w.n^.d 

I«.k^  .'  r'  ™*' '"''  "•y"'  **'»•  «>"»  h"  «l-«MJf 
Kr/^Syr''-  -  --   «""'"«  ••«'-"  M 

.„  ii)*'*".'.  '  *•"*'  "••"  "••  •owrthing  Mora  I  ho  ud 
to  lh«„.  •  "Oh,"  .h.  rn.li«l.  ..cSlLclinl  hS^Jf 
^  n.|«K«.io„  with  Hit  i.  ,„,i,„,  ov.,.^.     How' 

tndng  I  thnk  vjry  good  indeed.  I  mean,  .ny  ^,Z 
peace,  and  p«ace  ihe  tay.  it  will  b«.    Bui  Ihi.  newT 

.T!«l  i3         ^*  "»»'■"'"«).  »<  Strawberry  H.ll,  the  day 
I  lh,nk  before,  m.m  rihx^,  having  very  properly  .rjincd 

LT..?    '"•'.''°"'''  «=<""«  over  from  Chi.wJck  (vhere 
«he   u,t  now  i.  or  was)  "whenever  I  pleaic."    Good. 

aXo  .o  ^':"'  •"""  •"" '  •^"'  "•-  -y  --^cl; 

You  will  in  future,  I  think  give  Mr^   Howe  your 

iZTaV^"'"  '"  ^"^  "«"••"  '«  *"  occuMo'you 
may  not  be  even  m  town,  in  wh.ch  case  I  murt  wife 

o,t  but'lr\H"\°''  •"•?  ''"'  °"«"  "«  unavoidTbly 
^st,  but  for  thii  time  all  i,  right.  Your  house  in 
North  Audley  Street  is  yours,  as  you  said,  on  the  firM 

1  51'^'**'*  "*"'"'  "•"•  ('74J-HJO),  r,«id«it  oflhi  Ronl  Sod-. 
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August  »nd  I  have  desired  Hoper  to  be  mindful  of  the 
rent  at  the  proper  time. 

I  have  just  heard  that  a  negociation  is  opened  between 
the  present  minister  and  Mr.  Grey.»  That  I  have  no  ob- 
jection to ;  it  may  end  in  nothing.  At  any  rate  alt  now, 
it  is  allowed,  seems  to  be  pacifically  disposed. 

I  do  not  like  what  you  tell  me  of  yourself  as  well  as 
1  had  hoped  1  should,  your  headaches  affecting  your 
spirits,  1  mean,  more  (as  you  say  tho'  less  frequent)  even 
than  in  England.  I  fear  I  must  confess,  that  Miss 
Francis  was  not  in  the  wrong  in  her  ideas  of  the  over- 
fatigue that  you  put  yourself  to  with  seeing  and  living 
with  more  people  than  (so  at  least  it  always  seems  to 
me)  yo'.i  can  really  like,  or  that  can  really  suit  your  taste. 
And  then  never  giving  yourself  time  to  recover  fully,  as 
1  have  witnessed  that  too  often !  and  now  you  must  be, 
and  are  convinced,  that  all  these  sort  of  exertions  on 
your  part  tend  not  to  any  good  for  Agnes  ;  but  often  on 
the  contrary.  You  ought,  as  a  duty,  more  to  consult 
yourself  separately,  1  am  sure,  for  the  comfort  and 
happiness  of  both,  but  I  figure  you  now  with  a  vortex, 
absolutely  unmining  the  Devonshire  system.  I  am  not 
sure  whether  you  will  laugh  or  scold  me,  I  hope  it  will 
not  be  the  latter  ! 

What  H.  told  my  man  of  my  temper  I  know  not,  but 
certain  it  is  that  quick  as  1  may  be,  am,  naturally 
Servants  and  many  have  lived  with  me  for  years  without 
having  ever  had  scarcely  a  cause  to  complain  in  that 
respect,  and  tempers  that  are  merely  irritable  are  not 
irritated  without  a  cause  (tho'  often  so  by  an  inadequate 
on;) ;  but  tempers  that  are  bad  find  a  cause  in  their  own 
imagination,  which  In  reality  exists  nowhere  else. 

I  Charles  Grey  (1764-184S),  eldest  son  of  Charles,  Baron  Grej.  His 
father  was  created  an  earl  in  1806,  after  which  he  was  known  under  the 
courtesy  title  of  Viscount  Howiclt,  until  he  succeeded  to  the  earldom  in  the 
following  y«r.  In  the  spring  of  1803  he  ceased  to  support  Fox,  and 
Addington  made  overtures  to  him,  which  were  declined. 
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commonly  the  ca*»  mk^  _  °     "        ""•     "• 

Howewr  I  ^  .    ""•  «°**  '"*»  fie  country. 


n*  H<wi.  if,,,  awwr  to  Aftry  Bmy 

STtAwnuv  Hiu,,  lUdmulv.  AprU  »,  itoj 

,hilLl""  '•=* 'f  get  to  tell  you  that  you  are  by  two 
shillmg,  a  week  further  from  ruin  than  I  ,„„^„cli  „ 
-^n  enquiry,  your  two  horse,  are  only  to  Day  riX' 

wani,  as  I  mean  to  return  on  Saturday. 

-eu^r  {ot  rt  Xt-r rof totn/ w^r  to" 

kept  UP     Not   "     ^Tt"^^  '""  *••«  *»me  mystery  is 
*>#*     (that  .s  h.,  word)  from  the  Chancellor  Tthe 

'  Add.  MSS.  mij,  L  58. 
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Exchequer'  th»t  in  a  few  dmyi  he  should  have  (t  in  hit 
power  to  make  a  communication,  4c.  ftc. 

You  are,  of  cour»e,  in  the  fame  agreeable  »tate  ol  un- 
certainty  that  I  am,  and  really,  it  does  grow  quite  tire- 
tome.    By  what  you  tay,  however,  should  yo»  "<>» 
have  any  positive  certainty  before  your  mtended  time 
for  leaving  Nice,  ttiU  I  think  you  vrill  move  on  and 
particularly  as,  upon  the  whole,  peace  seems  the  most 
probable.    I  with,  as  .'  taid,  it  nay  be  to  Geneva  or  <i# 
us  cMh,  and  at  they  are  to  facilitate  your  plant,  that 
the  Greatheads  may  meet  you  there.    I  cannot  think 
you  would  want  Spa,  nor  do  I  think  it  likely  this  year 
to  be  a  place  that  would  much  suit  you,— in  point  ol 
society,  I  mean,  as  from  obvious  causes,  foreigners 
cannot   be    driving,   as   they   did  formerly,  from  all 
quartern  of  Europe  to  take  Its  amusements  as  well  at 
Us  eaux  de  Spa.    And  as  to  the  place  itself,  I  believe, 
whenever  you  do  see  it,  you  will  think  it  as  little  worth 
teeing  as  I  do.    But  all  thit  is  mere   conversation. 
Your  plans  will  be  made  and  formed,  and  so  I  would 
have  them,  before  you  even  read  these  remarks,  and 
what  is  more,  these  plans  will  be  made  and  formed 
most  probably,  not  exactly  as  you  yourself  would  have 
them.    You  must  do  the  best  you  can— 1  only  hope  it 
may  \x  "the  best"  also  for  yourself.    As  you  talked  of 
commissions  I  would  have  you  (Asene  that  I  shall  on 
my  way  to  you  probably  go  by  Paris  a.id  will  execute 
any  for  you  there  that  you  may  think  me  capable  of 
executing.    I  own  I  am  not  of  Agnes's  mind  in  that, 
for  to  Paris  I  always  like  going,  and  have  never  yet, 
without  some  reason  that  made  me  anxious  to  be  in 
England,  desired  to  come  away.    Good-night,  for   1 
must  leave  some  blank  paper,  to  be  filled  1  hope  in 
answer  to  a  letter  from  you. 

'  Hemr  Addington  wu  Chuicellor  of  the  Exch«quei  «  well  u  Firit 
LocdofthiTieuuiT. 
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I  hav3  been  disappointed  in  still  receiving  no  letter 
from  you  since  the  14th  and  you  not  having  been  so 
well  and  comfortable  of  late,  and  my  wish  to  hear 
more  of  your  plans  (conditional  plans  in  case  of  peace, 
1  mean)  makes  me  more  anxious.  I  shall  still  despatch 
this  to  Aix.  The  last,  I  believe,  would  have  found  you 
still  at  Nice,  but  I  follow  orders  in  these  cases.  I  also 
send  Lady  Douglas's,  not  knowing  what  better  to  do 
with  it,  and  one  post  is  already  lost  by  my  having 
been  out  of  town  when  she  sent  it  here.  1  have  had 
too  a  letter  from  Mrs.  William  Lamb  with  the  same  sort 
of  enquiry  and  want  of  direction. 

There  seems  now  to  ht:  every  favourable  symptom 
of  the  present  continuance  of  peace,  and  this  I  think 
you  will  h7  ve  known  as  soon  nearly  as  I  can. 

Do  noi  let  anything  I  said  about  Spa  weigh  in  the 
least.  If  I  thought  you  would,  I  should  not  have  said 
it,  and  after  all,  it  is  seeing  you  again  and  being  again 
with  you,  my  only  earthly  comfort,  that  can  really 
signify  to  me,  and  as  to  Brussels,  on  reflection  it  might 
prove  a  better  place  to  us  all,  taking  in  all  circum- 
stances, than  I  at  first  considered  it.  The  constant 
resource  of  a  Theatre,  always  pretty  good  there,  is  all 
I  ever  want  by  way  of  amusement,  and  our  mornings 
might  be  differently  disposed  according  to  our  different 
tastes,  without  interfering  with  each  other.  We  w.;re 
last  night  talking  this  over  together,  Madame  de 
Staremberg  and  I.  Her  joke  about  Brussels  was  as 
you  saw,  supposing  you  "  Afondaines." 

I  have  been  seeing  Mr.  Lucan  this  morning  and 
settling  about  having  my  carriage  ready  and  the  little 
matters  necessary  done  and  a  seat  put  on  for  dear 
good  James,  who  would  break  his  heart  if  he  did  not 
go    with    me.     Pray  think  seriously  about   Constable, 
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(or  I  really  every  day  like  her  better  and  better,  and 
think  you  would  not  be  in  the  leait  dittrew  if  you 
should  deign  to  partake  of  her  servicei  with  me  next 
winter.    Heaven  bleu  ycu.    I  am  interrupted.' 


Miss  Agntt  Berry  to  Mary  Berry 
NoiTH  AUDUV  Stiut,  nmn^,  M/fil ts  [iloi}]. 
This  is  the  finest  weather  that  ever  was,  dearest 
Mary,  and  I  do  hope  you  are  enjoying  it  in  all  your 
country  excursions,  &c.,  Ac.  I  only  fear  your  strength 
for  much  of  that  sort  of  fatigue  which  I  fear  is  likely 
to  tire  you  still  more  than  evening  operations,  and  I 
gave  you  a  mean  scrap  of  a  letter  last  courier,  and  I 
do  not  think  I  shall  do  much  more  to-morrow,  as  I  am 
going  out  this  morning,  a  better  thing  for  a  head  (that 
tho'  not  aching,  is  not  over  steady)  than  writing,  and 
1  mean  i  to  be  well  enough  to-night  to  let  me  go  to 
the  French  play,  the  first  of  my  new  subscription.  My 
dinner  and  my  evening  yesterday  I  thought  did  very 
tolerably  and  1  bothered  my  guests  and  myself  as  little 
as  I  could,  and  I  had  plenty  of  men  and  plenty  of 
women  too  and  everybody  mighty  civil  to  A<r  so  I  hope 
she  was  content,  and  dear  R.  too  who  looked  with 
perfect  complaisance  at  the  Whist  table  with  her  Sebasni, 
Ld.  R.  and  La  bonne  Bourke  1 1  There  certainly  are 
men,  women  and  husbands  I  most  happily  for  the  peace 
and  quiet  of  society.  I  think  I  shall  certainly  get  a 
letter  from  you  either  to-rcorrow  or  next  day,  but  there 
is  no  waiting  their  arrival,  as  mine  is  always  gone  hours 
before  they  come,  and  I  can  never  trust  to  writing 
the  same  morning,  for  there  is  always  a  something 
coming  to  be  answered,  or  be  said  and  when  one  is 
alone  without  a  dimble,  there  is  no  help  for  interruptions, 
and  I  dare  say,  writing  in  a  hurry,  there  are  many  things 

'  Add.  MSS.  37717,  f.  6a 
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«h«t  I  have  forgot  to  aniwer  in  your  Icttcn,  ind  one 
tnat  occurs  to  me  in  what  you  aalced  me  about  brinsina 
over  something  to  Anne.  You  may  please  yourself 
in  brmging  over  any  little  rememliance  whatsoever, 
at  yon  know  it  is  the  last  thing  she  will  care  about, 
and  I  do  not  know  that  you  can  do  better  than  the 
silk  gown  you  mentioned,  but  I  do  think,  dear  Mary, 
that  I  :mist  go  your  halves  in  doing  as  much  for  poor 
Bab,  and  a  gown  will  be  the  best  thing  for  her. 


/M4v  Mf»«w,  lAlk. 
1^.^*"','°'  *  wonder  here  is  your  packet,  and  your 
letters  of  the  jind  arrived  early  in   the   morning    I 
suppose,  mstead  of  last  night,  so  that  I  have  the  conveni- 
ence  of  bemg  able  to  answer  your  questioi.n  by  the 
return  of  post.    Well,  I  must  say,  by  the  by,  that  there 
never  were  such  entertaining  letters  and  if  I  could  at 
the  same  time  have  you  here  and  keep  you  Oure  on 
pitrpos4  to  wrilt  them  it  would  be  perfection,  ntaii  quoigm 
a  fatt  cHoisir,  I  must  be  obliged  to  prefer  the  first.    Aito 
Fr<gonville'»  arrival,  he  has  been  dying  for  an  answer 
from  you ;  so  if  even  your  letters  reach  him  you  will 
not  be  long  without  hearing,  and  knowing  when  he  will 
be  at  Paris.    By  what  you  say  in  this  last  letter  I  rather 
suppose  your  Lady  Cahir  plan  is  given  up  or  not  likely 
to  suit  as  to  time,  &c.-but  this  fine  weather  must  make 
Paris  so  delightful  that  I  tremble  for  your  virtue  in 
returning,  and  for  the  life  of  me  1  do  not  wish  to  hurry 
you  a-*ay  whilst  you   have  so  much  to  enjoy.    Some 
sort  of  enjoyments  that  have  to  do  with  the  feelings  and 
real  attachments  of  the  heart  you  will  no  doubt  find  and 
I  hope  feel  with  comfort  on  your  return  home,  but  you 
are  too  wise  a  woman  not  to  prepare  yourself  for  the 
great  diminution  of  general  interests  that  must  neces- 
sarily attend  one's  every  day  life  and  society,  compared 
to  the  one  you  have  been  leading,  and  moreover  for 
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tha  many  little  homely  worrlet  that  I  iuppote  belong 
to  tttryhcdy't  own  horn*,  and  which  have  alwayt  appeared 
to  me  from  the  habiti  of  life  in  this  country  more 
oppresiive  than  in  any  other,  and  which  1  iuppote  is 
one  of  the  great  incentive*  to  travelling  out  of  it.  My 
poor  father  had  r  mo»t  foolith  dream  that  quite  dii- 
tretaed  him,  that  you  had  returned,  kaHng  your  own 
kom*  and  tvery  Ihing  in  it,  that  you  would  not  itay  i 
moment  here  and  intiited  on  going  off  by  yourwtf 
directly,  Thi»  wa«  some  time  ago  and  I  really  had 
some  trouble  to  laugh  him  out  of  it,  for  this  it  the  last 
dream  I  thould  ever  have  of  you.  But  I  tay  again,  do 
not  tear  yourtelf  away  from  anything  very  interetting 
or  amuting,  for  that  it  not  the  way  to  make  home  look 
itt  belt,  or  those  UuU  lav*  you  happy,  but  1  rather  like 
a  long  look  out  at  to  times,  and  therefore  without  the 
leatt  considering  you  at  pinned  down  to  a  day,  when 
you  have  heard  from  Fr6gonville  and  do  begin  to  have 
any  notion  of  your  own  probable  motiont,  it  will  be 
more  comfortable  to  me  to  hear  of  them,  whatever 
changes  you  may  find  it  convenient  to  make  afterwards. 
By  the  way,  I  think  North  Audley  Street  must  he  very 
much  flattered  by  all  you  say  of  your  parties  and  society, 
and  it  certainly  makes  me  feel  rather  bold  upon  things 
to  find  that  that  reputation  makes  them  even  ouUivt  in 
tome  degree  your  absence.  I  have  not  ventured  or 
wished  to  try  my  strength  in  any  general  company  but 
I  have  certainly  had  a  good  deal  of  pleasant  society  and 
allmost  all  I  asked  mlling  to  come  and  I  suppose  when 
you  return  it  will  only  be  how  to  keep  them  out,  which 
has  sometimes  put  it  into  my  head  that  I  half  wished 
that  you  and  my  friend  were  not  to  arrive  in  one  and 
the  same  moment,  however  delightful  that  would  be 
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must  be  so  very  short  that  he  hopes  to  have  every 
moment  I  can  spare  from  society,  and  I  begin  to  think 
I  shall  want  to  cut  myself  in  two  for  him  and  for  you, 
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or  r.lher  to  Mve  you  from  (he  Utigue  of  ,t|  th,  people 
who  will  want  to  get  at  you,  but  neverthelew  your 
«r,»».R  together  could  only  be  t»mb4r,»»  U  rtcW 
«•  pMM  it  boHhtur,  a>  I  am  quite  determined  tci  take 
tuyptHHyworth  of  inUrta  and  mioymtnt  both  in  you  and 
in  Aim  and  to  let  the  world  «wing  u  it  will.    |  am  not 
however,  preparing  disappointment  for  myiclf  by  ex- 
pectmg  p*r/tclioH  on  hii  part  at  leait.    That  he  ha* 
a  mom  alfectionate  kind  heart,  tho'  <  Frtnc/man,  and 
a  most  romantic  reg.ird  and  remembrance  of  me,  ia 
mo»t  certam,  and  that  will  certainly  go  »  nuU  ir«v  itUh 
m*.  tho-  ,t  will  not  make  me  blind  to  other  deficienciea. 
Mpecially  for  those  who  have  not  the  same  reasons  fo7 
indulgence  and  partiality  to  him  as  myself.    When  you 
have  seen  him  tell  m.  how  he  is,  his  manners.  Ac.  4c. 
and  b«  good  to  him.    I  was  able  to  go  to  my  French 
play  last  night,  and  1  am  well  this  morning,  but  sirona 
and  stout  1  am  not  and  I  suppose  I  never  shall  be  so, 
or  I  have  got  into  a  wicked  way  of  not  sleeping,  and 
talking  and  walking,  and  pleasure  and  trouble  greatW 
knock  me  up  j  but  this  is  a  good  day  with  me  and  such 
beautiful  fine  weather  that  I  hope  you  have  the  very 
same  at  Pans.  ' 

I  am  going  this  evening  over  to  my  neighbour  Mrs. 
Villars,  who  is  to  have  the  French  Miles.  Something's 
concert  at  her  house.  If  you  dont  know  who  I  mean 
you  may  hear  .  'I  about  them  from  Mr.  de  Loweas  It 
IS  guinea  tickets  and  they  say  they  have  got  off  four 
hundred,  o  which  my  guinea  is  not  one  I  promise  you, 
but  Mrs.  Villars,  m  a  dead  secret  (for  she  say,  she  is 
allowed  to  ask  nobody),  has  begged  me  to  come,  and  so 
tho  I  hate  such  operations,  as  1  shall  be  blocked  up  in 
my  own  house,  I  mean  to  go.  And  now  God  bless  you 
I  wish  you  well  through  my  pothooks,  but  1  want  to  have 
oone  with  you  and  get  out  a  walking.' 

'  Add.  MSS.  37717,  f.  73. 
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JhiMv.  Mv  •■  i*^ 


Mv  D«A"  Mit«  BmnY,— 1  wM  wllh  Mrt.  Darner  on 
Frid«y,  »nd  am  glad  to  tell  you  the,  1  ihiiik,  looka  better 
than  when  1  law  her  before  the  teltled  nt  8traw»>erry 
Hill.  She  flattered  herteW  there  would  be  no  politi- 
cal event  that  would  prevent  her  joininu  you,  when  you 
were  b«corae  more  itationary  than  It  at  pretent  the 
eaic.  Whether  her  opinion  will  prove  right  it  it  thought 
will  now  be  known  in  a  (ew  day..  Yetterday  the  pubhc 
teemed  to  be  of  a  very  different  one. 

My  two  or  three  next  articlet  of  information  mutt  be 
of  a  black  hue,  are  a  very  black  one  to  me.  I  am  within 
k  few  dayt  of  loting  a  very  valuable  friend,  Udy  Camel- 
ford  '  My  only  comfort  it  that  nhe  it  going  off  without 
tuffering,  by  an  Erytipelat,  or  rather  a  fever  of  which 
the  rath  it  only  a  tymptom,  and  in  her  weak  tttte  will 
releate  her  from  the  danger  the  wat  in  of  dying  of  the 
cancerout  humour  flying  about  her.  Udy  Harriet 
Hamilton,  Lord  Abercorn't  dauKhter,  died,  rather 
unexpectedly  by  her  family,  on  Friday  latt  They  had 
hoped  the  wat  mending  from  an  apprehention  of  con- 
tumption  -,  all  waa  tettled  lor  her  to  marry  Lord  Water- 
ford;  and  yesterday  another  still  more  tudden  death 
happened  -  Mrt.  E.  Hervey,  who  wat  out  m  the 
beginning  of  the  week,  and  several  of  my  acquaintances, 
were  engage    'o  go  last  night  to  a  party  at  her  house 

1  have  noi  seen  E.  Forster  lince  her  arrival.  She 
came  in  time  to  tee  Lady  Harriet  Cavendish  and  Lady 
C.   Pontonby*  drest   for    their    being   presented    last 

«  Annt,  tht  widow  of  ThomM  Pill.  6«l  B«od  CinMlloid  (17J7-';9J)- 
Sh«  dW  M  CMMllbid  HooM.  Olfoid  SlfMl.  I/jndon,  on  Miy  5,  lloj. 

""^  Si  Siolio.  PoMonby  (i775-i«»»).  d«iglil«  of  Fr«l«kk,  Ihiid 
Bui  of  awbofoofh.  Sho  maiiMd  in  UoJ  tht  Hon.  Willam  Umb,  tie. 
Hcowl  ViKoml  MtlbouiM  (I77tf-'M),  who  •fwrwudi  becwnt  Pnm. 
MiaUUf. 
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Thanday.  I  do  not  Mimt  th«  othw  CwoIimi  wtti 
Im  M  M  «M(|fnb  carritd  to  Court.  Craufurd  to  comt 
hotM  klto,  Md  in  i>ntw«r  lo  my  triqulrin  writes  that 
h«  ii  not  Nttcr  with  rnpact  to  hit  (mI,  but  hM  had 
nn  fit  o(  gout  tine*  h«  Mt  England.  I  have  ai  good 
accounU  a*  I  could  with  o<  the  Dowagar  Lady  Spancar. 
I  am  itoppcd  Koing  on  in  thii  nawtpapar  fill  by  being 
told  I  thall  ba  loo  Ute  for  dinner  if  I  do  not  immediately 
go  drett.— t  thouKht  wilhuut  my  hott  that  I  ihould  havt 
had  a  great  deal  of  lime,  bul  my  two  niecet  (I  could  not 
find  in  my  heart  lo  tend  them  away)  have  been  titlmg. 
I  believe  a  couple  o(  houra,  with  ma,  and  now  1  muat  b« 
gone  myiatf. 

Tkmi^,  Mv  }. 

Till  thii  moment,  my  dear  Mitt  Berry,  I  have  not  had 
half  an  hour  in  my  power,  or  it  thould  have  been  at 
your  tervice,  and  now  I  mutt  begin  with  more  of  the 
tame  hue  at  on  the  other  tide.  Lord  Rivert '  haa  been 
on  hit  dciith-bcd  I  may  jay  weekt  rather  than  dayt.  On 
Friday  it  wat  expected  a  few  hourt  would  «nd  him,  but 
hit  ttrength  holdt  out  wonderfully  :  he  feelt  no  pain  and 
hit  head  quite  clear,  and  he  feelt  very  truly  the 
comfort  of  having  been  reconciled  to  hit  ton,  which 
event  took  place  three  or  four  yeari  ago,  and  he  attendt 
him  now  with  the  greateit  attention  and  care. 

Yetterday  brought  the  account  from  Ireland  of  Mr. 
Conolly't  death.  He  wat  brother  to  Lady  Howe. 
Political  intelligence  it  still  to  come,  but  what  will  be  of 
a  determining  kind  it  expected  every  hour. 

Lady  Douglas  it  very  well,  and  hat  been  employing 
men  in  the  ticket  way  for  the  red  ribbon  Knightt'  Ball, 
which  it  to  take  place  at  Kanelagh  the  2nd  of  June. 
The  installation  it  to  be  the  19th  of  thit  month :  there 

>  CuoliiM  Sl  Juln  (n*U)r  daufhitt  of  the  Unke  of  Dcnothin  uul  Ud* 
EUubtOi  Tatut),  mutM  llw  Hon.  G<ot(e  Urab. 

■  C«ai|a  Pill,  iitt  Bu«a  lUnn  (bora  1711),  dM  Mar  7,  tioi. 
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•ra  M  Mw  Kniabi*.  Mr  W.  Hamilton*  ribbon  !• 
bMlowad  upon  Oenaral  David  DundM.  It  to  •  vtry 
dttr  honour,  (or  it  ii  tuppoMd  th*  iipanc*  lo  Mch  will 
not  b«  l«M  than  Av«  hundred  pounds. 

I  was  w  intarruplcd  on  Sunday  all  Iha  timt  Ibat 
I  waa  writinit,  thai  i«  tacmt  lo  ma  to  look  vtry  untamnly 
both  th«  Artt  page  and  halt  th«  la>l,  but  wera  I  lo 
atlampl  lo  throw  it  aaida  and  txgin  another  (which  I 
had  tome  Ihoughia  o<  doing,  intlead  o(  going  on  with 
Ihii  Latlar)  the  conaideration  that  it  would  not  go  beiore 
Friday  would  »top  me,  ,.nd  that  tame  conaideration 
conquer*  my  vanity. 

I  iormcrty  wan  accudomed  lo  believe  Geneva  and  Ha 
environt  a  most  delightiul  town  and  country  lo  viail. 
Many  d;awbackt,  I  doubt,  muil  now  exi«l:  however, 
you  will  find  one  circumitancc  unchanged— the  pleaaure 
you  will  give  to  your  Iriendt.  Are  you  acquainted  with 
the  Cen^att  r  II  you  are,  I  beg  you  to  «ay  lo  the  eldeil 
daughter  (lor  whom  Lady  Spencer  hai  a  particular 
regard)  what  I  have  written  of  A«r  on  the  other  tide,  ^nd 
you  may  add  that  il  the  it  ever  impatient  to  haar  o<  her, 
the  mutt  apply  to  me,  and  thall  be  iiure  of  a  line,  though 
I  cannot  promite  for  much  more.  I  have  to  little  Letter 
leiiure  and  to  teldom,  except  for  thote,  tuch  at  you,  and 
a  few  more  that  are  unavoidable  callt,  have  the  power  of 
writing  exertion  that  I  mutt  in  future  give  up  having  any 
new  corretpondenlt. 

Attemblies  and  Ballt  are  in  full  feather.  I  visit  none 
of  them,  but  have  latterly  had  more  than  usual  amuse- 
ments of  the  musical  kind  :  I  mean  a  kind  of  private 
Concerts,  though  private  they  can  only  be  called  rightly 
because  held  in  private  houses,  and  the  numbers  in  a 
certain  degree  confined.  I  sit  without  moving  in  a 
corner,  and  can,  by  coming  away  a  short  time  before 
they  are  over,  avoid  difliculty  of  being  at  home  soon 
after  twelve.  Mrs.  Damer  has  been  so  kindly  attentive  as 
to  say  by  sending  to  her  House  in  town  I  shall  always  be 


AT   HOMK   AND  ON  THL   CONTINENT     169 

•equainM  with  jrour  dir*c(lon  wbtn  the  It  poMM««d  o< 
il.  A(  I  am  «o  RcneroiM  to  t«ll  you  IhU,  I  hop*  you 
will  b«  likcwiw  tnduCKl  hy  th«  uiim  go<xl  quality  nol  lo 
curtail  ma  ol  ona  Ultar  you  would  olherwiic  tand  m*. 

II  la  wall  I  laid  my  little  lay  in  tolerabia  time,  (or  I 
ha»a  had  a  heap  of  Idlen  and  lome  other  viaitanti,  and 
now  mutt  finish  in  Ih*  Mack  manner  I  begun,  for  ona  ol 
my  vititora  told  m*  Lord  Covtntry  •  hat  had  a  para- 
lytic tirolM. 

Balieve  mc,  my  dear  Miw  Berry,  lotU  i  toui. 

Do  you  remember  what  poor  Lady  Ayleabury  called 
iMr  golden  abelf  r  She  haa  left  it,  with  lh«  china  belong- 
ing lo  il,  to  Lady  Cecilia  ]ohnK>n.i 


7%i  Hon.  tin.  D»m4r  to  Mmy  Btrry 

LonDoii,  JMiMlv.  Mf  14,  llO]. 

At  lait  the  Courier  ia  arrived  and  the  long  douUful 
butineu  decide  rt,  which  you  will  iiave  known  b-lore  thin 
can  reach  you.*  War  it  now  inevitable  and  tn-morrow 
Andreoati  leaves  London.  There  was  no  Parliament  tat 
to-day.  On  Monday  il  it  taid  the  correspondence  is  to 
be  laid  before  the  House— a  Mettage  from  the  King,  ftc. 
I  have  seen  many  other  wart  begun— none,  in  my 
opinion  under  such  bad  auspices  I  Remedy  there  is 
none.  At  to  myself,  you  may  depend  on  il,  if  I  can 
come  to  you  t  will,  I  shall  learn  by  your  letters  where 
you  are  to  be  when  you  have  settled  your  plans. 

Stsawisssv  Hill,  tltndtf.  Mf  16. 
I  had  gotten  to  far  when  Mrs.  Cholmeley  arrived, 
after  that  others,  and  I  had  no  more  time  to  write  that 

'  a<oi|«  Wnium,  Kftnth  Rail  ofCowiIrT  (I7S»-I«]I). 

■  Add.  MSS.  J7,'J6,  f.  44. 

■  Loid  WhilwotUi.  Britiuh  Ambuudoi  >l  PuU,  hKiii(  pcnniKd  in 
illinatiim,  Itft  Puii  on  Mir  la.    W.r  wu  fornuily  dKlued  on  M>y  il. 
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day  nor  anything  that  was  otherwise  material  than  the 
remarks  I  can  equally  make  here.  A  message  was  sent 
to  the  Lord  Mayor  on  Saturday  to  announce  war,  but 
yesterday  Andreossi  still  had  not  left  London,  but  this, 
tho'  some  have  drawn  unfavourable  inference  from  it, 
means  nothing,  by  what  I  understand,  and  at  this 
moment  I  doubt  not  but  that  he  is  on  his  way.  The 
communication  they  say  is  to  be  made  from  the  King 
to  Parliament  this  day,  and  the  whole  of  the  correspond- 
ence made  public  immediately.  I  hope  by  this  post  at 
least,  letters  will  still  go  by  Calais ;  but  how  it  will  be  in 
future  no  one  knows,  and  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  this 
difficulty  appears  to  me  very  serious.  I  do  not  like  to 
name  all  the  ports  that  will  be  shut  to  English  vessels. 
You  talk  of  going  by  Holland,  if  I  come  to  you,  but 
Holland  is  so  entirely  united  at  this  time  with  France, 
that  it  is  a  thing  understood  here  that  when  the  French 
Ambassador  leaves  London,  the  Dutch  minister  will 
of  course,  &c.  &c. 

I  feel  like  my  old  friend  and  "  wish  I  was  asleep."  I 
do  not  mean  wholly  on  the  score  of  public  matters,  for 
war  is  always  interesting,  and  tho'  for  the  sake  of 
humanity  and  for  every  good  reason  I  wish  it  avoided, 
it  is  to  me  never  dispiriting,  but  were  it  not  so  little 
what  you  wish,  I  should  now  say  /  wish  you  here.  We 
should  together,  not  separately,  take  the  chance  of 
events ;  and  if  they  took  a  favourable  or  quiet  turn,  set 
out  in  the  autumn  and  pass  the  winter  together  abroad. 
As  it  is,  some  violent  blow  may  be  struck  before  we 
meet,  and  that  may,  for  much  longer  than  we  intend, 
prevent  our  meeting  I  But  I  will  not  anticipate  evils, 
why  should  I  ?  They  come,  Heaven  knows  !  fast  enough 
of  themselves,  but  the  matter  of  letters  I  do  fear  will  be 
a  certain  and  immediate  evil  on  which  one  must  count. 
I  mean  this  altered  and  lengthened  course,  for  one 
cannot  flatter  oneself  that  Packets  will  be  allowed  to 
sail  from  Dover  to  Calais,  tho'  our  Captain  Black  ha- 


AT   HOME   AND   ON   THE   CONTINENT     t-ji 

such  a  thought.  I  have  v  r  him,  and  he  afterwards 
talked  (it  was  to  the  Vr  ■  \n$)  of  pr<, posing  such  plan,  if 
the  two  Governments  ^  oinvi  agrte  •■..  on  it  (or  mutual 
convenience,  but  I  expt.;t  ■■'■>  such  tl  rig. 

When  I  talk  of  yoii  v.ih:--  yourself  here  do  not 
mistake  me.  I  know  that  from  the  first  of  my  distress 
you  have  wished  yourself  with  me,  1  mean,  that  taking 
all  together  you  would  avoid  coming  home  as  you  say, 
yourself  if  possible.  Agnes  would  not  think  herself 
comfortable,  both  your  houses  at  this  moment  let,  tho' 
scarcely  you  would  not  think  yourself  without  a  house 
whilst  I  have  one  1  I  may  not  think  that  I 

I  on  Saturday  received  your  letter  of  the  jnd  from 
Nice.  1  do  not  like  what  you  tell  me  of  your  nerves 
and  your  spirits  being  so  much  affected  even  out  of 
England,  and  after  having  been  for  long,  as  you  have 
told  me,  so  very  much  better,  yet,  my  life,  these  tempor- 
ary reactions  must  I  fear  be  expected.  Great  delicacy 
of  constitution  must  at  times  be  affected,  and  you  feel, 
as  indeed  you  say,  1  am  persuaded  the  effect  on  the 
spirits  of  leaving  Nice,  a  place  where  you  have  been 

subject  to  fewer  uncomforts  than  you  are  in  England 

parting  with  some  who,  I  doubt  not,  are  truly  sorry 
to  part  with  you,  &c.,and  all  this  I  perfectly  understand. 
I  shall  certainly  enquire  of  Dr.  Moore  concerning  the 
trunk  medicine.  I  believe  it  is  reckoned  a  very  strong 
one,  and,  therefore,  doubt  his  advising  your  taking  it. 
Not  having  seen  you  too  for  so  long  makes  him  less 
able  to  judge  of  the  propriety  of  it  for  you,  but  he  should 
speak,  not  /. 

I  waited  till  the  newspaper  and  post-time  came,  in 
case  of  anything  new,  as  more  favourable  to  tell  you, 
but  all  seems  as  I  have  already  told  you  above.  One 
thing  I  entreat  that  you  would  never  for  an  instant 
forget,  that  what  is  not  better  for  you  can  never  be 
better  for  me,  and  if  it  should  from  circumstances, 
appear  to  you  some  time  hence,  that  I  cannot  come  to 
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you  without  manifest  objections,  yet  that  you  can  stay 
six  weeks  or  two  months  longer  without  difficulty  or 
danger,  and  bring  in  your  plan  o<  taking  some  mineral 
waters  before  you  return,  do  not  hurry  back.  The  first 
moment  of  joy  at  seeing  you  even,  it  would,  be  assured, 
become  a  source  of  anxiety  instead  of  comfort  to  me, 
to  think  that  you  have  thrown  away  any  means  or 
chance  of  benefiting  your  heaUh  or  your  spirits,  can 
never  produce  satisfaction  to  me.  Farewell,  and  may 
Heaven  bless  and  protect  you." 


The  Hon.  Mrs.  Howe  to  Mary  Berry 

nursday.  May  19,  iSoj. 
In  our  present  situation  with  France,  my  dear  Miss 
Berry,  an  impatience  to  run  over  the  papers  relative  to 
all  that  has  passed  betwe  ti  the  two  (alas!)  adverse 
kingdoms  since  the  treaty  of  Amiens,  which  were  laid 
before  the  House  of  Commons  yesterday,  is  a  natural 
impulse.  They  will  not  yet  readily  give  me  time 
for  any  other  suchlike  employment.  However,  as  War 
is  now  in  a  manner  begun,  1  guess  it  may  cause  you  and 
yours  to  leave  Geneva  very  quickly,  therefore  am  un- 
willing to  defer  till  next  week  writing  my  grateful  thanks 
for  your  last,  finished  the  29th  April,  which  I  received 
last  week  j  and  calculating  1  had  half  an  hour  to  spare 
before  I  need  dress  for  the  Queen's  Ball  (her  natural 
birthday),  I  am  glad  to  seize  it  and  thus  make  a  begmning, 
lengthening,  as  it  may  happen,  to-morrow,  but  deter- 
mined, long  or  short,  it  shall  set  forwards  towards  you  by 
to-morrow's  post. 

Lord  Whitworth  arrived    in  town   last  night,  and 
probably  General  Andreossi  landed  at   Calais  several 
hours  ago.    The  King  was  at  little  Theatre  in  the  Hay- 
market  Tuesday  evening,  and  was  received  in  the  most 
'  Add.  MSS.  377»7.  '■  S'- 
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flattering  manner,  "  Go<'  save  the  King,"  '•  Rule  Brit- 
annia "  and  every  allusion  to  the  present  moment  that 
could  be  seised  upon,  met  the  highest  applause. 


4  ^iltt,  FrUay,  May  la. 

I  need  not  say  I  am  very  well,  my  dear  MIsm  Berry, 
when  I  tell  you  i  was  not  in  bed  till  five  this  morning, 
and  not  in  any  manner  discomposed  or  too  much  tired 
but  o<  course  not  up  by  Cockcrow ;  and  Lady  Pitt  came 
before  I  was  come  home  and  is  but  just  now  about  going 
to  dress,  and  return  to  meet  me  at  dinner  at  Lord  Sligo's. 
I  say  all  this  as  excuse  for  hurry,  &c.,  as  I  cannot  bear 
to  wait  for  another  post,  and  not  for  more  than  ordinary 
stupidity,  &c.,  as  you  allow  of  no  such  say  from  friend 
to  friend.  Lady  Douglas  was  at  the  Ball,  but  neither 
of  her  daughters ;  no  one  below  the  rank  of  Earl's 
daughters  and  Peeresses  were  there,  except  myself  and 
one  living  in  the  hov  .  and  the  attendant  upon  the 
Princess  Sophia  of  G  *er. 

I  will  row  look  o\  r  very  excellent  Letter — not 

a  coax  calling  it  so,  but  my  real  opinion — and  see 
whether  there  is  anything  requiring  an  immediate 
answer,  that  I  may  write  that,  if  not  for  all. — In  return 
for  your  bragging  of  charming  weather,  I  can  only  say 
I  am  now  scribbling  by  a  good  fire,  and  go  where  you 
will,  except  in  great  crowds,  good  fires  are  constantly 
met  with,  and  have  not  yet  been  given  up,  unless  for 
two  or  three  days  through  this  advanced  season, — 
summer  it  cannot  be  called,  though  no  wet  weather 
before  to-day,  which  notwithstanding  is  a  welcome 
rather  than  a  warm  change,  tain  being  greatly  wanted, 
to  prevent  more  spoil  of  good  things,  and  already  too 
late  on  arrival  to  save  apples. — I  have  not  seen  Mrs. 
Damer  since  my  last.  She  is,  in  my  opinion,  all  you 
say,  and  here,  verbum  sat.  is  all  I  can  allow  myself,  for 
such  a  character  would  draw  me  on  inevitably  too  far 
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for  the  hour,  1  should  have  »aid  the  minu'is,  I  have 
now  to  give. 

I  delight  in  Lady  Douglas's  simile  of  putting  a  mark 
in  a  book,  but  I  must  observe  that  when  one  has  the 
treat  of  such  books  as  you  read,  no  help  is  needed  to 
recal  one's  attention. 

Lord  Rivers  languish'd  more  than  a  week  aftei  1 
mentioned  his  state  to  you,  anJ  my  poor,  ever  to  be 
regretted  friend,  Udy  Caroelford,  is  also  gone  and  left 
few  such  behind  her.  Lady  Spencer  has  been  m  town 
for  a  few  hours  to  visit  the  Duchess  of  Devonshire,  who 
was  seriously  (and  1  understand  for  a  few  hours  alarm- 
ingly so)  ill  with  an  accumulated  bile  attack ;  it  has  left 
her  weak  and  languid,  but  other  ways  quite  recovered. 

Only  a  few  moments  left,  to  say,  my  dear  Miss  Berry, 
adieu,  and  I  must  hope  to  learn  the  old  man's  proverb  is 
confirmed,  that  it  is  an  ill  wind  indeed  that  blows  good 
to  no  one,  so  tell  me  you  will  be  soon  in  England.* 


The  Hon.  Mrs.  Darner  to  Mary  Berry 

LOKDOH,  Mail  38,  lSo3' 

Letters  positively  now  no  longer  come  by  Calais,  and 
the  first  accounts  were  nearly  true.  They,  however, 
will  probably  come  before  it  be  very  long  by  Hamburg, 
and  I  may  hope  to  hear  from  you,  tho'  of  later  dates, 
and  more  irregularly  I  conclude.  This  being  the  case 
and  al  this  moment  very  little  chance  indeed,  by  any 
interference  of  your  obtaining  leave  to  go  by  Calais 
and  Dover,  either  at  Paris  or  here,  I  shal'  not  be  sorry 
to  hear  that  you  mean  quietly  to  remain  where  you  are 
till  you  hear  what  turn  things  take  and  I,  really  by  what 
passed  yesterday  in  both  Housi-s  concerning  a  motion 
of  Lord  Fitzwilliam's  and  one  of  Mr.  Fox's,  do  not  still 

«  Add.  MSS.  377»6.  f-  4«- 
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wholly  despair  of  peace  being  restored,  in  which  case  I 
need  not  say  t  should  join  yoti  wherever  you  may  be. 
What  I  allude  to  is  the  very  unexpected  turn  and  tone 
of  Mr.  Pitt's  speech,  tending  to  approve  of  the  interfer- 
ranoe  of  Russia  and  portending  (joined  to  other  circum- 
stances), if  it  portends  anything,  his  coming  into  power, 
with  peaceable  views.  This,  tofjether  with  what  struck 
me  this  morning,  in  reading  the  debates,  was  what  Lord 
(illegible)  told  me,  who,  poor  man,  is  more  than  ever  tor- 
mented with  his  gout,  but  keeps  up  his  spirit,  and  is, 
as  you  may  guess,  the  receptacle  for  news,  but  it  is  really 
in  the  political  way,  news  de  la  premihe  main,  and  I 
beUevr  him  very  little  prejudiced  on  either  side. 

Sunday  morning.-  To  be  sure  my  two  brothers-in-law 
are  sad  cripples,  and  D.  saw  the  Duke  of  Richmond, 
who  so  kindly  when  he  can,  comes  to  me.  I  went 
yesterday  and  dined  with  him.  He  repeated  what  I 
told  you  above  and  had  seen  Mr.  Fox  himself,  who  had 
called  upon  him,  on  which,  when  he  mentioned,  I 
made  no  remark  but  was  glad  to  hear.  The  Duke 
spoke  in  favour  of  peace,  &c.  You  have  no  idea  of  the 
sensation  that  paper  in  Parliament  has  made  and  has 
certainly  revived  the  hopes  of  peace.  I  only  wish  all 
this  may  not  have  come  too  late.  Yet  Pitt,  Fox,  both 
nauons  and  Bonaparte  for  peace,  it  will  be  hard  if  a 
useless,  cruel  and  unprofitable  war  should  be  continued. 
Should  this  be  the  case,  however,  and  that  you  still, 
after  proper  deliberation  should  think  you  could  with 
any  quiet  and  comfort  and  sufficient  absence  of  anxiety 
as  to  events  that  may  most  certainly  take  place  in  this 
country,  for  on  that  subject  there  is  but  one  opinion, 
it  can  be  no  secret,  I  mean  an  invasion,  much  as  I 
dislike  a  long  sea  passage  and  the  thoughts  of  the  same 
at  my  return,  or  a  longer  perhaps,  I  will  come  to  you 
and  will  take  alt  chances,  but  I  do  6rst  beg  of  you  to 
take  advice  from  those,  whomsoever  they  may  be  of 
whose  judgement  you  have  an  opinion,  before  you  decide. 
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Italy  would,  in  my  opinion  be  the  worst  place  in  the 
present  state  o<  affairs  that  we  could  resort  to  for  next 
winter,  but  this,  with  all  other  circumstances  relative, 
may  allow  in  the  space  of  a  very  few  months,  of  that 
I  (eel  quite  aware.  I  took  the  voyage  to  Lisbon  for  my 
own  health  once.  As  a  party  of  pleasure  or  amuse- 
ment, or  from  an  idea  of  any  relief  to  my  spirits,  I 
certainly  think  such  voyages  would  out-weigh  the  ad- 
vantages, particularly  when  added  to  the  present  state 
of  thing!!.  On  what  I  say  of  Italy  do  not  imagine  I 
mean  to  think  of  Nice  :  that  I  see  would  be  a  "  tale  twice 
told  "  to  you,  therefore  not  answer  our  purpose  and  the 
extreme  badness  of  the  roads  becomes  a  serious  objec- 
tion. I  still  think,  if  war  continues,  and  that  you  decide 
to  stay  abroad,  some  part  of  south  France  (should  the 
English  be  allowed  to  stay  there)  or  Valentia  would  be 
the  best  places  we  could  think  of. 

Since  I  wrote  this  I  have  heard  I  knovt  not  how 
truly,  that  letters  still  go  to  Calais,  but  that  none  are 
allowed  to  come  from  France.  If  so  this  will  account 
to  you  for  my  not  answering  anything  in  your  letters 
you  may  have  said  to  me  as  alas !  I  no  longer  receive 
them.  I  am  expecting  Mrs.  Cholmeley  to-day  and  my 
uncle  and  Lady  Frederick  [Campbell].  I  fancy  on 
Tuesday  I  shall  again  go  out  of  town,  but  really  without 
any  other  reason  I  could  not  have  had  the  heart  to  have 
these  dear  good  creatures  till  I  saw  a  little  daylight  in 
their  distress.    For  the  present  farewell. 

Monday  evening, — I  know  not  exactly  how  you  feel, 
or  how  precisely  things  are  near  to  you.  To  me  this 
increased  separation  is  most  uncomfortable.  I  looked 
to-day  at  the  map  till  my  spirits  sank  below  even  their 
usual  level.  When  I  shall  hear  from  you  Heaven 
knows!  or  if  you  receive  my  letters.  It  is  reported 
that  all  English  are  stopped  and  confined  that  are  now 
in  France.  I  can  not  yet  believe  this,  but  how  dis- 
tressing all  this  spirit  of  violence  is  to  me,  not  being 
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certain  even  where  you  are,  you  will  I  think  gue». 
Poor  Madame  de  Staremberg  they  uy  suffers  much. 
They  say  there  is  no  cause  at  present  for  alarm. 


nusdtf.  Mmf  31. 

I  was  very  uneasy  about  Madame  de  Staremberg 
yesterday,  and  I  found  the  Physicians  were  so  themselves. 
To-day,  however,  tho'  she  still  suffers  sadly,  as  she  c»;i 
swallow  with  much  difficulty,  and  that  other  symptoms 
are  not  worse  and  that  it  is  the  fouith  day,  she  may  be 
considered  as  going  on  progressively  according  to  the 
nature  of  the  horrid  disease,  and  my  anxiety  is  a  degree 
relieved.  I  shall  not,  however,  go  out  of  town  till 
to-morrow  evening  or  Thursday  morning,  for  tho'  I 
do  not  see  her,  nor  even  indeed  go  on  the  same  floor, 
as  the  rest  all  keep  below  (M.  ds  Staremberg  excepted, 
who,  having  had  the  disease,  can  be  with  her  and  you 
may  believe,  seldom  leaves  her,  for  such  true  affection 
I  never  saw  surpassed  in  any  man).  I  like  to  go  there, 
which  I  do  twice  a  day  and  know  by  that  means  exactly 
how  things  go  on,  but  if  not  worse,  as  for  some  time 
none  of  us  will  be  suffered  to  see  her,  I  shall  be  better 
in  the  country,  from  whence  !  can  return  when  1  please, 
and  most  probably  shall,  to  leain  some  news  of  my 
letters,  your  letters  I  mean.  ...» 


The  Hon.  Mrs.  Darner  to  Mary  Berry 

Stuwieuy  Hill,  SiinJay,/uin  5, 1803. 

Amidst  all  the   «»comfort   of  the  present  moment 

I  have  this  morning  had  the  comfort  of  receiving  your 

letter  of  the   26th  from  Geneva,  which  n.ust,  by  the 

time  I  think,  have  come  from  Calais,  yet  that  passage  is 


'  Add.  MSS.  3;7i;,  f.  64. 
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whmt  thqr  call  Mopped,  even  for  letteri,  and  the  (our 
la«t  which  I  mentioned  having  received  from  you 
together,  came  by  a  veuel  sent  by  our  Government 
with  a  flai;  of  truce  to  Calais,  where  our  Packets  are 
still  detained.  Vou  must,  in  a  very  few  days  after  the 
date  of  this  last  letter,  have  heard  that  the  English  are 
not  all  to  be  sent  out  of  France,  but  those  of  a  certain 
description  detained  prisoners  of  war,  as  this  news  was 
known  here  by  the  ist  of  June.  I  am  anxious  to  hear 
of  you  after  that  decree,  which,  1  trust,  cannot,  how- 
ever, personally  affect  you,  but  which  I  think  will 
prove  that  war  will  be  made  with  a  violence  and 
acrimony  I  hoped  would  not  have  now  existed,  and 
make  you  see  it  not  very  advisable  to  remain  out  of 
England  long,  that  is,  to  attempt  passing  a  winter 
in  Italy,  where  you  would  be  so  far  removed,  and, 
as  I  have  even  thought,  likely  to  be  hemmed  in  by 
armies  and  perhaps  exposed  to  troubles  and  disturb- 
ances. Believe  me  most  sincere  when  I  assure  you 
that  in  saying  this  I  have  been  actuated  by  pru- 
dence, not  by  any  lazy  or  inert  disposition,  to  which 
you  may  think  the  state  of  my  spirits  may  have  in- 
clined me,  for  I  think  I  can  separate  these  sad  feelings 
which  oppress  my  mind,  from  what  appears  to  my 
reason  as  most  rational  and  best  to  pursue,  and  pas*, 
as  it  were,  tho'  a  cloud  i  should  vainly  endeavour 
to  dispel. 

I  regret  your  not  having  heard  from  our  Ckevalier,^ 
who  could  certainly,  from  Paris,  have  given  you  intelli- 
gence as  to  what  was  going  on.  I  mean  in  a  degree  for 
I  do  not  pretend  to  say  that  events,  as  they  have  turned 
out,  could  by  any  have  been  entirely  foreseen,  but  I 
think  you  have  not  yet  seen  the  political  state  of  Europe 
in  the  light  in  which  it  will  shortly  appear  to  you  and 
this  I  perfectly  account  for  from  your  having  been  so 
many  months  away  and  wholly  removed  from  all  means 
'  ^.,  "  Lc  ChevftUcr  "  Jeiniogbun. 
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of  forming  your  own  judKement  of  thingt.  The  abutting 
up  of  Hortt  ailainxt  Engliih  veuelii,  Iwing  a  wiae  and 
political  mcature  will,  you  may  depend  on  it,  be  adopted 
to  the  irimoit  possibU  txlenl  by  Bonaparte.  Official 
notice  to  thia  effect  i*  already  come  from  Holland, 
where  Mr.  Listen  ii  detained  pritoner— and  within 
reach,  ai  one  may  oil  it ;  at  tliii  moment  only  Ham- 
burg remains  to  ua.  Thii  train  of  ideas  which  my 
mind  pursues  with  peculiar  anxiety  from  your  being 
absent,  and  the  difficulties  in  which  tho'  perhaps  not 
likely,  it  is  possible  you  may  be  involved,  makes  me 
earnestly  wish  you  were  returned,  while  on  the  other 
side  your  health,  spirits,  comfort  and  amusements  lead 
me  to  wish  you  may  find  means  to  remain  if  but  in 
tolerable  quiet. 

As  to  myself  tho"  1  must  of  necessity  give  up  setting 
out  for  the  present,  not  only  rot  knowing  for  a  certainty, 
where  you  decide  to  remain,  but  whether  you  decide  or 
not  to  return.  I  am  just  where  I  was  as  to  preparations 
for  my  journey  and  could  be  re,idy  at  farthest  In  ten 
days  or  a  (ortni>;hl,  and  should  yi)U  return  even  suddenly 
I  am  prepared  ti)  receive  you,  to  lodjje  you— need  I  say 
to  fold  you  in  my  arms  and  press  you  to  my  faithful 
bosom.  But  you  alas  '  have  a  harder  task.  You  have 
not  only  to  contend  Willi  opinions  contrary  to  your  own, 
but  contrary  and  discordant  in  themselves,  with  temper, 
want  of  confidence,  doubt  and  uncertainty.  And  all 
this,  I  shall  not  say  comes  upon  you  while  unwell,  but 
makes  you  so.  Thus  it  appears  to  nie,  tho'  the  bad 
weather  you  mention  having  met  with  in  Switzerland 
has  probably  contributed. 

You  will  see  in  one  of  my  letters  that  I  advise  you 
to  return  to  England,  wait  here  events,  and  if  favourable 
to  such  a  plan,  set  out  in  the  autumn  together  for  a 
better  climate,  what  and  where  you  please,  and  1  do 
think  this,  fur  your  sake,  would  perhaps  upon  the  whole 
be  the  best  plan  you  could  adopt,  for  as  so  good  a  colour 
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it  at  IcMl  now  given  for  your  not  (eptnilins,  *«"•»  will 
cllni{  with  her  u«ual  pertinacity,  be  ten  timet  more  out 
o(  humour,  make  ten  timet  more  difticiiltiet,  tee  ten 
time*  more  (ltni{eri,  and  when  all  Ihite  Inu  are  lummed 
up  againti  ytm,  how  will  not  all  your  «N/ei>  lormentt 
and  vexationi  be  increased  I  I  do  indeed  allow  that  all 
your  rational  and  moU  rational  plant  have  been  cruelly 
and  unduly  mar'd. 

Would  it  were  not  to  I  The  little  remaining  thadow 
or  peace  I  mentioned,  hat  I  think  wholly  vaniihed. 
Mr.  Pitt  apoke  yctterday  againit  the  Minittry,  thought 
them  in  many  thingt  wrong,  but  that  the  confusion  a 
chanite  by  lott  o(  lime  lor  preparationi,  Ac,  would  grow, 
wat  nut  advisable.  Lord  Hawkeibury  wat  in  great 
anger  because  Mr.  Fox  ipoke,  I  believe  it  wat  little  and 
did  not  (nor  I  conclude  hit  fri.  ndt)  divide.  I  tay  no 
more  of  the  f  r  Voiiint  at  pretent.  I  hear  every  da< 
from  some  ot  liiem  and  that  the  it  going  on  well.  None 
yet  of  the  girls  (Leopoldine  excepted)  have  been  allowed 
to  see  her,  nor  do  I  yet  know  when  they  will.  Thit  being 
the  case,  I  should  not,  and,  as  I  said,  I  am  upon  the 
whole  better  here,  tho'  my  uncle  and  Lady  Frederick 
went  yesterday,  to  that  I  can  do  as  I  find.  For  the 
pretent,  farewell. 


m 


Vrt  Hon.  Mrs.  Damtr  to  Mary  Berry 

LONCOM,  Smmltf.Jmiu  ll,  iSoj. 

I  hope  you  did  not  put  your  letter,  as  you  intended, 
into  the  German  post.  Our  Packets  now,  do  not  go  to 
Cuxhaven,  nor  can  you  consequently,  at  least,  probably, 
as  things  are,  return  that  way.  The  French  army  is  at 
Bremen,  with  an  intention,  it  appears,  of  occupying 
Hanover  and  even  Hamburg,  tho'  it  is  expected  some 
other  arrangement  at  least,  as  to  the  latter  and  the 
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piitMge  of  Iht  Elbe,  «c.,  will  Uk«  plan  betwetn  Fr»nc«, 
PruHia  jnd  Riiiwa  ;  bul  at  prcucnt  traveller*  are  allowed 
to  go  thro'  France  by  applyinK  to  Parit  for  pa*<porU 
(>uch  as,  of  coiime,  do  not  come  under  the  late  reatric- 
tlon)  and  to  pan  from  Calaii  to  Dover.  Venacb  for  th« 
mail*,  which  are  allowed  to  take  in  pawenKcri,  go 
reg'ilarly  to  and  from  the»e  Hort»,  with  a  Hag  of  truce. 
On  thit  you  may  det>end  and  take  your  meaiure  ac- 
cordingly, for  Mil  momeiil,  but  for  the  next  it  is  impoe- 
•ible  to  annwer.  The  Voi«in  think*,  moreover,  that  the 
periniwiion  to  pat*  it  thro'  France  but  in  general  no« 
thro'  Pan*.  Your  idea  of  Hyrmont  mu*t  clearly  bs 
given  up,  and  I  feel  much  to  wi»h  you  may  yourself 
think  it  adviiable  to  return  while  you  can  do  lo  in  an 
eaay  way.  A  very  few  month*  or  looner,  mutt  make  it 
clear  whether  or  not  we  can  have  the  comfort  of  paaiing 
the  winter  a*  we  wi»h  but  it  ii  in  vain  for  me  now  to 
think  of  ccTiing  to  you  in  the  present  state  of  thing*, 
by  way  of  passing  the  summer,  and  by  this  time  I  trust, 
this  will  appear  obvious  lo  you  and  that  you  will  not 
suspect  me  of  making  unnecessary  difficulties.  You 
mint  moreover,  give  me  credit  for  reasons  I  cannot 
a'-        ii<ie  you  by  letter. 

Mr*.  Cholmeley  dined  and  stayed  most  of  the  evening 
with  me  yesterday.  She  is  to  go  to-morrow.  She  see'-ed 
uncomfortable  and  not  in  »pirit*,  but  very  kind  to  me. 
Mrs.  Howe  also  came  to  me  for  an  hour,  and  she,  1  see, 
likes  you  so  much,  she  never  allows  herself  to  talk  about 
you  a*  much  by  half  as  she  is  inclined,  and  that  is  an 
idea,  perhaps  you  will  say,  but  I  am  sure  it  is  a  true  one. 
I  yesterday  morning  saw  poor  Lady  Melbourne,  whose 
daughter  (Harriet)  died  last  Tuesday.  I  think  1  told  you 
she  was  ill.  Lady  Melbourne  has  certainly  a  good  heart 
and  strong  feelings,  and  miserably  affected  I  see  she  ;s. 
The  melancholy  deaths  one  hears  of  daily  is  quite 
shocking.  You  will  perhaps  not  allow  poor  Mother 
Fanny  to  come  under  the  head,  but  I  am  very  certain 
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Udy  Derby  wt«  much  and  affcctiomttly  lilachcd  to 
h«r  mother  and  therefore  pily  her. 

Monday  — I  have  always  wondered  thai  you  have  not 
mentioned  hearing  Irom  our  C.ktv*lur,  who  certainly 
could  have  uiven  you  umIuI  inlelligence  of  many  thing* 
public  at  l»ari»  ai  they  occured.  for  to  my  ideae,  ai  yet, 
by  your  lettern  you  xem  to  have  known,  and  indeed  to 
know  very  little  of  what  i*  going  on,  and  a*  there  are  eo 
many  lighti  of  viewing  Ihingi  and  that,  at  different 
place*  and  under  different  circumitancee,  they  appear 
10  different  in  lhem«elve».  I  alwayi  fear  you  may  be 
influenced  in  your  plant  by  a  natural  diibelief  of  what 
often  mu*t  appear  to  you  (a>  it  would  to  me)  idle  atoriee, 
tho'  they  may  be  real  and  certain  facta.  Should  you 
determine  to  return,  and  thro'  Trance,  1  think  you 
ought  yourielf  to  write  to  Pirregaux'  for  a  Pa«»porf 
and  the  moment  I  know  you  have  made  thi»  determina- 
tion I  (hall  take  care  that  he  alto  be  written  to  from 
hence,  to  back  your  requeet  in  the  best  manner  I  can 
and,  at  you  will  think,  take  every  precaution  for  you  in 
my  power.  I  think  alto  in  thit  caie,  you  would  do  well 
to  write  to  Madame  Vinconti,  who  was  to  kind  and 
obligins  to  ui.  She  very  probably  minht  a»si»t  you, 
were  there  any  difficulty,  and  I  am  perauaded  would  do 
it  with  pleasure.  I  am,  tinee  a  conversation  I  had 
accidentally  with  a  genllemaii  who  has  had  reaton  to 
know  about  this  person,  more  than  ever  confirmed  in 
my  opinion  of  not  writing  on  the  subject  to  the  L^dy 
you  mentioned.  Who  this  Gentleman  is,  if  you  do  not 
guess,  it  is  no  m.itter.  Don't  trouble  yourself  about 
that.  Lord  Cholmondely  has  payed  his  paltry  debt,  the 
dividend  will  be  small,  on  the  whole  sum.  Such  as  it  it 
you  will  have  it. 

Our  taxes  for  the  wa.  are  coming  forward.  One 
hopes  they  will  be  paid  in  the  best  manner.  If  we 
must  have  war,  no  one  can  object  to  taxes.  It  appears 
'  TIm  PuU  buikei. 
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that  Itvlid  In  a  diflfranl  way,  what  I*  in  plac*  oi  Ih* 
Incnma  Tu  i*,  at  prewnl,  only  to  Ym  live  |tfr  ctnl. 
Should  you  coma  before  your  houic  in  Norlii  Aiidley 
Street  i>  your*,  I  c-in,  M  I  before  oid,  IndKe  you  withmrt 
the  >lif{hlcitl  difliculty ;  warcely  a  preparutiun  will  be 
neceturv,  and  yi>iir  Father— there  arc,  I  .\m  turr  bedi 
eni<ii|jh !  I  now  tleep  Itelow,  I  mean  on  the  ground 
lliKir,  a<>  I  had  uilcndcd  in  a  happier  time  I  .ind  Ihi*  I 
finil  much  more  comfortablf,  an  the  two  r<H>mi  I 
parliriilarly  inhabit  niy«ell  are  together,  and  I  am  not 
obliijtd  con'Lintly  to  put  myneli  out  ot  breath  by  going 
up  two  |>.nr  of  »lair"i.  The  dear  Voiiiue  hax  continued 
to  mend.  I  wa«  here  interrupted  by  hiro  and  preaently 
■the  iollowed  hcricK  wiih  Lcopoldine,  all  in  their  way  to 
Twiclcrnham,  and  I  me«n  to  go  myself  to  Strawberry 
Hill  to-murrow. 


Events  crowd  on  fatter  even  than  I  expected,  and  I 
Urotr  iieriouily  unea»v  about  your  not  beiriK  here. 
Hanover  is  taken  without  resisl.mcc,  and  Ihe  Elli-  «ihut 
up.  This  inlfllint'nce  came  ycsli'rdiy  by  the  Kirrt 
Consul's  own  particular  cousin  {illegiUt),  who  also 
mn  '  I  cd  llmt  the  communication  by  CaUis  was  to 
end  on  the  iMh  of  this  month.  This  is  not  newspaper 
intelligence.  It  was  told  ine  li'.t  nii;lit  by  the  Duchess 
of  Devonshire,  who  either  herself  or  Lidy  Hervev  had 
seen  lA)rd  Hcrvcy.  The  Duchess  says  that  a  xHitluritr 
comes  in,  as  I  suppose  you  know,  eight  days  from  Geneva 
to  Calais.  This,  could  you  be  in  time  and  have  yutir  pass- 
ports from  Paris,  would  be  very  easy,  as  you  arc  two 
perfectly  unexceptionable  women  in  every  way  and  your 
Father  above  sixty,  and  to  return  home  I  could  certainly 
obtain  a  passport  for  Dover  here  for  yon.  What  other 
intelligence  the  cousin  brought  :s  not  known,  possibly 
tome  propositions  of  arrangement,  but  nothing  hat 
transpired.    The  King  came  to  town  and  there  was  a 
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Council  in  consequence  of  the  arrival  of  thii  courier. 
What  is  really  distressing,  is  that  if  you  continue  to  send 
your  letters  by  the  German  post  I  may  never  get  your 
letters  at  all,  and  it  will  be  wholly  out  of  my  power,  not 
knowing  what  you  intend  to  do,  whether  to  sUy  in 
Switzerland  or  return,  or  by  what  route,  in  any  way  to 
assist  you  by  applying  for  passports,  ftc.    I  wish  to  God 
you  may  have  taken  the  advice  I  sent  you  in  my  letter, 
immediately  after  I  saw  Edwards,  and  now  be  on  your 
way  through  France  I  but  this  1  no  way  expect  or  flatter 
myself  of,  and  now  things  change  and  may  change  so 
rapidly,  there  is  no  giving  advice  but  in  a  general  way. 
Would  your  reluctance  to  returning  to  England  had  not 
been  so  great,  not  but  that  this  reflection  is  suggested,  I 
fairly  allow,  by  events  I  perfectly  know  you  could  not 
foresee— nor  could  I.    Yet  certain  it  is,  had  I  thought 
you  less  averse  to  returning,  my  prudence  would  have 
acted  more  freely,  without  having  a  counterbalance. 
Do  not  trust  to  this  or  that  person  but  write  yourself  to 
the  person  I  mentioned  above  and  any  others  there  you 
think  of,  and  take  notice  that  neutral  powers  may  not 
long  continue  so.    When  I  think  too,  of  your  stupid 
courier,  your  father  who  will  not  be  of  the  least  support 
or  use  to  you  I  is  it  possible  I  should  not  be  anxious  and 
seriously  uneasy  I    Supposing  the  passage  from  Calais 
to  be  actually  wholly  shut  for  English  vessels  by  the 
j8th,  I  can  not  see  at  ail  which  way  you  can  return. 
For  Heaven's  sake  take  the  very  best  and  surest  advice, 
and  do  not  either  hurry  or  delay,  but  act  as  Prudence 
may  direct.    You  will  still  receive  my  letters  I  trust,  for 
some  posts  to  come,  in  the  regular  way,  and  I  shall,  if 
possible,  continue  to  write,  should  any  method  oafer,  as 
you  may  suppose.    I  have  directed  Hoper  to  make 
enquiry  about  the  Packets,  letters,  Ac,  as  he  sees  Lord 
Charles   Spencer,  and   I  fancy  you  will   by  this  post 
receive  what  intelligence  he  can  give.     I  tried  to  see 
Edwards,  but  he  is  out  of  town,  and  now  farewell,  and 
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Hemn  preserve  and  bleis  you.  I  am  really  well  in 
nealth,  and,  tho'  certainly  very  anxious  on  your  account, 
do  not  let  that  idea  add  to  what  you  may  yourself  feel, 
for  well  I  know  that  all  things  of  this  sort  appear  worse 
at  a  distance.    May  Heaven  bless  you  and  keep  you.' 

>  Add.  MSS.  37717, 1  U. 
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SECTION  VI 

MARY  AND  AONES  BERRY  IN  SOCIETY  (1804-1816) 

A(n«  B«rry's  engipment  to  her  couiin-Il  li  broken  oir-A(nei  Berry '• 
illneu— M]U  K.le  I'errjr'i  apprtcLtion  of  her— The  m/m  in  CorioB 
Street— Some  rreqoenleri— M.ry  Berry  and  Sam  Rogeri- "The  Dead 
Dandy  "-The  Berryi  receive  eyerybody  and  (o  e«rywhere-Panie.  at 
Tanbridge  Wells-Paol  Amiinclt.  Maiter  of  the  Ceremonia.-A  came 
of  whl«— Mary  Berry  preiented  to  the  P.inceu  of  Walei— Her  Royal 
Hi(hneu  at  Strawberry  Hill-An  intimacy  iprinei  up  between  the 
Prlnceu  and  Mary  Berry-The  Battle  of  Vimiera-The  Hon.  Caroline 
Howe-Lady  Charlotte  Campbell-Mary  Berry',  edition  of  the  lettera 
of  Madame  du  De«E.nd-The  Rev.  Sydney  Smith-The  Rev.  G.  O.  Cam- 
Wdge-Lord  Ca.li.le-Lord  Dudley-The  Hon.  Mr,.  Damer-Mary 
Berry  at  Wimpole,  Chriltmai  1811-Agne.  Berry  10  Mary  Berry-Lady 
Charlotte  Campbell'.  letten-Theasia^sinalion  of  Spencer  Perclval— The 
pirf  of  the  Princew  of  Wales— The  Battle  of  Salamanca— The  PrinceM 
of  Wale,  vi.ii.  the  Berry,  at  Tunbridge  Well.,  Augu.t  iSn-Liitle 
Strawberry  Hill  leaud  to  Alderman  Wood-The  Berry,  in  London, 
I8ll-I«is-Mary  Berry  goe.  to  Pari,  in  1816  to  .tay  with  the  Hard- 
wickea-Sir  Charle.  and  Udy  Stuart-Her  correapondence  with  her 
mter-Jobn  William  Ward-Lord  Ro«bery-The  Greffalhe.-Sir 
Robert  WiIkw'.  trial— Admiral  LinoU  and  General  Boyer— MdUe 
George-Talma-The  Duke  of  Wellington-Mdlle.  Duchenoia-The 
Doc  de  Richelieu-PoHO  di  Borgo-Talleyrand-Mdlle.  Mar.-French 
»ciety-Henry  Lnttrell-A  letter  from  Maria  Edgeworth-Utter.  from 
Mary  to  Agne.  Berry. 

IN  Mary  Berry's  Diary  for  the  year  1804  is  this 
entry:  "Colonel  engaged  to  marry  Agnes. 
Engagement  broken  off  in  the  spring.  Agnes 
dangerously  ill."  Lady  Theresa  Lewis,  when 
editing  the  Diary,  did  not  give  the  name,  but  a  writer  in 
the  Edinburgh  Review  in  October  1865  ventures  a  surmise 
as  to  the  identity  of  the  recreant  lover.  "We  are  not 
able  to  fill  up  the  blank  with  cerUinty,"  he  admitted ; 


i  i 


■•'If.  "//h'nirv  iin'mnHir  /»  Hi.-  -  Tou-h  .uuiC'imhy  M.u 
intluColUiti.mo/A.  M.  UnutiiUv.  t-lst,. 
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"  but  it  wai  no  lecret  that,  towards  the  beginning  of  the 
century,  her  eldett  coutin,  Ferguson,  came  to  London 
expressly  cautioned  not  to  fall  in  love  with  either  of  the 
Berrys.  The  warning  naturally  led  to  the  catastrophe. 
He  fell  in  love  with  Agnes;  but  for  some  reason  or 
other,  either  on  account  of  his  father's  opposition  or 
her  reluctance,  his  suit  ended  unsuccessfully."  >  The 
man  was  Robert,  eldest  son  of  William  Ferguson,  of 
Raith,  Fifeshire.*  The  slighting  way  in  which  Mrs. 
Damer  wrute  of  Agnes  Berry  might  easily  lead  to  a  mis- 
conception of  that  lady's  character,  and  here,  therefore, 
may  be  inserted  a  eulogy  written  in  1849  by  one  who 
knew  her  well.  "  Miss  Agnes  Berry's  health  of  late  had 
been  breaking  a  little,"  Miss  Kate  Perry  wrote ;  "  but 
she  would  never  confess  she  was  not  well ;  with  her 
complete  unselfishness  of  character  her  thoughts  were 
so  occupied  about  others  that  she  had  no  time  to  devote 
to  herself ;  she  adored  her  sister,  but  also  had  a  great 
surplus  of  love  for  others ;  she  had  considerable  clear- 
ness and  acuteness  of  perception,  and  Thackeray  always 
maintained  she  was  the  most  naturally  gifted  of  the  two 
sisters.  At  times  she  had  an  irritability  of  manner, 
which  had  not  more  meaning  in  it  than  the  rustling  of 
an  old  elm  tree  when  the  wind  passes  over  it."  * 

Indeed,  the  same  authority  asserts  that  the  success  of 
the  sakm  in  Curzon  Street  was  due  at  least  as  much  to 
Agnes  as  to  Mary  Berry.  "  I  often  think  in  future  years 
the  habifuis  of  Curzon  Street  will  look  back  with  that 
feeUng  of  regret  to  the  days  which  are  no  more,  which 
is  common  to  all  who  survive  their  youth  and  middle 


1  Sdinimjk  KtvuWt  cxxii.  311. 

'  Sec  am/e,  pp.  4,  5, 

*  Rtminisctncts  cfa  London  Drawing-nam,  7. 
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•ge,  and  to  that  little  drawing-room  where  night  after 
night  were  assembled  the  wit  and  beauty  of  London," 
she  said.    "It  was  no  secret  society  which  met  there; 
it  was  informed  that  there  was  perfect  freedom  of  speech, 
and  no  fear  of  informers.    There  was  a  freedom  from 
gM$  (one  might  say  a  comfort)  which  Miss  Agnes  said 
was  her  doing,  from  a  talent  she  possessed  of  arranging 
chairs  and  sofas  in  tlie  most  satisfactory  manner;  in 
fact,  there  was  such  a  charm  about  these  gatherings  of 
friends,  that  hereafter  we  may  say,  'there  is  no  salon 
now  to  compare  to  that  of  the  Miss  Berrys  in  Cunon 
Street.' " '    Of  the  success  of  the  salon  there  has  never 
been  any  question.    The  hostesses  had  no  axe  to  grind, 
either  political  or  social.    The  house  in  Curzon  Street  was 
simply  a  rendezvous  for  pleasant  people  of  either  party, 
for    literary  and    artistic    folk  — it   was   pre-eminently 
neutral  ground— and  as  such  was  vastly  appreciated.    A 
list  of  their  guests  would  fill  pages,  for  every  one  who 
was  anyone  went  to  the  Berrys'  informal  gatherings  and 
a  haphazard  selection  is  sufficient  to  indicate  the  catho- 
licity of  the  Berrys :— the  Starembergs,  (Sir)  Thomas 
Lawrence,  Lord  Erskine,  Brougham,  Lady  Shaftesbury, 
the  Abercorns,  the  Keiths,  the  Rosslyns,  and  the  Glen- 
bervies,  (Sir)  William  Gell,  Samuel  and  Lady  Elizabeth 
Whitbread,  Lady  Charlotte  Campbell,  Sir  Philip  Francis, 
William  Windham,  Lady  Caroline  Lamb,  Lady  Charlotte 
Lindsay,  the  Hardwickes,  the   Mintos,  Lady  Donegal, 
"Anastatius"  Hope,  Sir  Lumley  Skeffington,  the  Charle- 
monts,  the  Duchess  of  Montrose,  Thomas  Moore,  (he 
Carlyles,  Lady  Hertford,  and  Sydney  Smith.     Samuel 
Rogers,  too,  was  a  not  infrequent  visitor,  but  he  did  not 
ingratiate  himself  with  the  ladies.    "  Rogers,"  said  Mary 

'  StmmiKmctsB/tLtnicmDramimf-rMm.t. 
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Berry  to  Kate  Parry,  "  nevtr  likad  me  much,  and  (eldom 
called  on  me  except  once  a  year,  on  his  and  my  birthday, 
which  happened  to  be  on  the  tame  day  and  Mine  year, 
and  1  wai  told  he  nid  to  lome  (riend,  •  MiH  Berry  and 
I  are  twins;  I  have  juil  been  to  m«  how  iA«  wear*; 
thie  it  her  and  my  birthday.'  When  I  heard  Ihii,  I  went 
to  my  looking.gliM  to  tee  if  it  reflected  luch  a  death'a- 
bead  at  hii."  >  Miae  Kate  Perry  laid  tomething  pleaiant 
about  him.  "  Ye*,"  Mary  Berry  continued,  "  I  have  no 
doubt  he  it  alwaya  amiable  to  young  ladiei,  but  an  old 
woman  like  me  it  a  mtmtnh  mori  to  him,  and  I  can't 
boatt  of  hit  gracioutnett." ' 

The  Berryt  not  only  received  everybody,  but  they 
went  everywhere.  We  read  of  them  at  Devonshire 
House,  on  a  three-montht'  visit  to  Bothwell  Castle, 
the  seat  ot  Lord  Douglas,  at  Guy's  Cliffe  with  the 
Greatheads,  and  with  Lord  and  Udy  Frederick  Campbell 
atCoombeBank.  Sometimes  they  were  at  their  London 
house,  at  other  times  at  Little  Strawberry  Hill,  and 
occasionally  they  stayed  at  Tunbridge  Wells.  "  A  good 
deal  of  talk  with  Miss  Berry  about  the  agreeable  times 
we  passed  together  at  Tunbridge  in  1805-6,"  Moore 
noted  in  his  Dittry  in  1838.  "Would  I  had  begun 
journaling  then !  our  ever-memorable  party  consisting 
of  the  Dunmores,  Lady  Donegal  and  titters,  the  Duchess 
of  St.  Albans,  Lady  Heathcote,  Lady  Anne  Hamilton, 
with  the  beautiful  Susan  Beckford  (now  Duchess  of 

*  Rogcn'i  cadaveroiu  countenance  Mcnnd  for  him  the  nickname,  **  The 
Dead  Dandjr,"  and  it  aflbcded  the  wiu  a  nbjecl  for  nmry  jeatint.  Hafinn 
began  an  appreciation  of  him  in  Fratti't  Magatimt  "  Dt  m*rtmi$  nit  niti 
itmumi  There  ii  Sam  Rogeri,  a  mortal  likencaa— painted  to  the  very 
death  I"  Perbape  the  beet  jeit  waa  uttered  bjr  Lord  Alnnle;,  who,  in  the 
moit  matter,of-lact  Toice,  aeked  Rofen,  •'  Why,  ance  yoo  can  well  alibrd  it. 
don't  jton  keep  jrour  heane  ?  " 

'  Kmmiuimti  rfa  Umi$*  Drmrinfntm,  %. 

T 


I  I 
I  I 

i 


«9« 


BERRY   PAPBM 


i 


II'' 


1^ 


HuniUoii)  UMter  hw  cart,  Tbonuw  Hop*  (auking 
•Mkluout  lov*  to  MiH  Bwkford),  Williun  Sptnow, 
Rogers,  Sir  Henry  Engleficid,  ftc.  Ac.  Uiu  Bttry 
rMniixM  m»  of  Mvaral  odd  incident!  ol  that  period." ' 
They  ipent  another  lix  week*  et  the  (esbionat)!*  <pa  in 
the  early  autumn  ol  1807,  and  thii  time,  too,  they  iound 
many  frienU  ther*— Lady  Donegal  the  Ellenboroughe, 
Lord  Whitworth,  and  Lord  BnUne.  They  had  Paul 
Amtinck,  the  Maater  oi  the  Ceremonies,  to  dine  with 
tbem— "tiie  only  one  ol  his  kind  1  ever  saw  very 
like  a  gentleman,  and  not  at  all  a  coxcomb";  and 
at  Lord  Ellenborough's,  Lady  Donegal  and  Mary 
Berry  played  whist  with  their  host  and  Lord  Erskine 
— "  1  don't  know  which  of  the  four  plays  worst,"  waa 
Mary  Berry's  candid  confession.  Of  a  more  nicmor< 
able  visit  to  Tunbridge  Wells  something  will  presently 
ba  said. 

It  was  on  Wednesday,  May  31, 1809,  that  Mary  "erry 
made  the  acquaintance  of  the  Princess  of  Wales.  «aa 
at  a  reception  given  by  "  Anastatius "  Hope,  >  i  the 
Princess  desired  Lady  Sheffield'  to  |>.c<ent  Mist  Berry. 
'<  Talked  for  a  minute  or  two  of  (he  Lockes,"  the  incident 
is  recorded  in  the  Jomtuk.  "I  stood  by  her  chair 
till  somebody  else  came  up,  and  I  got  away.  I  don't 
think  she  was  taken  with  me,  as  she  saw,  when  I 
did  not  suppose  she  did,  the  moM  which  I  made  to 
Lady  Sheffiel '  when  she  first  proposed  it  to  me— the 
presentation — which  I  changed  for  a  pio\m  Court  face 
the  moment  I  saw  her  looking,  and  the  thing  inevitable. 

■/*•■"*/'•  «ii.  MI. 

■  Lady  Anu  North,  (d.  itaa),  Mcoad  du«hl«t  of  Frateick,  Mcond 
Eul  of  GuiMfecd  (btllii  kaowa  ai  Lord  North)  auuiiad  in  naS  John,  frit 
EtrlofShafiald. 


»«A»V  AND  AOMM  URRY  W  SOCIETY    .„ 
«««lt««lllorb«d|.o«.riK.uMh.v.r.Hrofh«,|    8u«li 

•M  <*^fa»n.  on  th««.  c«..  m.r.ly  to  611  up  «p, 
ta  imcomiiioiily  l,»,|y,  odd,  and  cl.v«.    Whrt  .  pit,  ,|„ 

Sl^'^"*  '"*^  '^'"•'  '""*  •  "^  «i"So2 
«y  OV*.  ol  iiior.1  tart,,  from  runniog  .w.*  ,^.' 
h«.  «KJ  allowing  htr  to  Mt  Jndworoii.ly  ,nd     u. 

•U«yi  to  «,„duc«  h«Mll  ..  rte  did  h«  to^>. 
•»««««-  th.  ch.«ct«  ol  ha^ng  not  only  ,  «. 
rnvkaWyeaay  and  graciooi  ««,„,,.  but  natural  claw- 
"W  .bor.  any  of  h.r  fnn  that  I  ha».  ^en.  and  a 
food  many  hav.  ,,  dM„ent  tin,«  f.l|,„  unier  my 

.n^he  Berry,  wer.  |re,„,„„y  i„vi,ed  to  Kenajngton 
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Tin  Hon.  Mrs.  Darner  to  Mary  Btrry 

Stuwiiuv  Hill,  Ss^imtir  i,  iM. 
At  I  believe  you  receive  your  letters  in  the  rooming 
before  you  lee  the  Newspapers,  I  cannot  resist  the 
chance  of  being  the  first  to  give  you  the  great  and 
really  glorious  intelligence  of  the  success  of  our  tmn 
Arms.'  General  Junot  (I  conclude  pressed  for  provi- 
sions) came  out  with  his  Army  and  attacked  the  English, 
about  eight  leagues  from  Lisbon.  A  battle  ensued  in 
which  our  troops  were  completely  victorious,  and  the 
French  retreated  into  Lisbon.  The  consequence  was 
an  immediate  offer  of  capitulation.  On  this,  the  officer 
came  away  with  hit  news  to  Government.  I  only  at 
present  know  this  from  the  Times,  but  I  do  and  vitt 
believe. 

This  is  not  an  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  j8th  Augt. 
which  I  received  the  day  before  yesterday,  for  besides 
having  but  little  time  to-day,  I  can  think  of  nothing  but 
Lisbon  and  our  Victory.  "Veniret  AndrogeosI"  how 
truly  you  said,  and  how  my  heart  goes  with  you !  Poor, 
mistaken  O'Hara !  Had  he  lived,  which  I  think  he 
would,  hadyoK  lived  with  him,  how  should  we  not  have 
at  this  moment  exulted  and  rejoiced !  I  say  ve,  for 
surely  you  would  both  have  let  me  creep  on  your  Rocks, 
while  I  could  creep  on  Earth  I  But  no  more  of  this : 
perhaps  too  much  already ! 

Agnes  and  I  will  attend  to  your  materials  for  the 
portrait,  but  we  doubt  a  little  the  propriety  of  "an 
Enchantress  "  (always  a  sort  of  Indignant  Being  at  best) 
"bussing"  any  thing:  also  her  right  to  an  altar,  but 
of  the  latter  objection  I  am  less  sure. 

Farewell,  and  Heaven  bless  you,  if  /  cannot,  tho' 
no  Enchantress. — Farewell.' 

'  The  Uttis  of  Vimieri,  Augtut  II,  l8o«,  >t  which  Welltiley  defnted 
J""""-  '  Add.  MSS.  377»;,  f.  J49. 
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Th*  Hon.  Mrs.  Howt  to  Maty  Btrry 

HloHFllLO  Pa«k,  Stfltmttr  j,  1I09, 

Your  last  kindness  came  to  me  yesterday,  my  dear 
Hiss  Berry,  many  blessings  on  you  for  all  your  affec- 
tionate goodness  to  me!  I  was  much  pleased  with 
your  first  Letter,  which  was  exactly  of  the  sort  I  admire, 
and  I.  m  truth,  for  it  is  indeed  very  true,  should  have 
answered  it  nearly  as  quickly  as  I  am  doing  your  last, 
but  the  sad  accident  and  suffering  which  happened 
about  that  time  to  my  brother  made  me  rather  unfit 
to  write  more  than  I  was  called  upon,  owing  to  that 
event.  But  I  assure  you  I  did  not  wait  to  hear  from 
you  again,  though  ,1  has  so  fallen  out,  for  I  intended 
to  affirm  to  you  to-day  that  I  -n  proud  and  happy  in 
your  friendship  and  in  being  thought  worthy  of  your 

You  must  wait  till  I  return  home  for  the  clock 
account,  and  I  fear  much  longer  for  the  bee-,  I  puzzled 
to  little  purpose  yesterday,  as  a  fraction  of  a  Bee  would 
distract  me.  and  I  am  apt  to  suppose  I  yet  do  not 
understand  the  question  perfectly;  however  you  shall 
not  have  any  more  trouble  concerning  it  unless  when 
I  can  send  >ou  the  answer,  but  as  I  hope  you  will  not 
be  very  long  before  you  write  to  me  again,  I  beg  of  you 
to  send  me  the  direction  to  Mr.  Playfair,  and  then,  if  I  fail 
again,  after  another  trial,  I  shall  take  courage  to  aonlv 
to  him  at  once.  *^*^  ' 

You  mention  nothing  of  yourself  in  your  last  In 
sunh  cases  I  am  ever  willing  to  suppose  such  neglect 
to  be  owing  to  the  not  feeling  any  uncomfortable  re- 
minder; in  future,  however,  do  not  depend  upon  mv 
taking  the  rosy  side,  but  be  particular  on  a  subject  so 
interesting  to  all  your  friends;  tell  me  too  what  vou 
are  doing,  where  you  are  going,  what  you  are  readinc 
and  tho  last  not  the  least  interesting,  as  much  of  yoi^ 
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ihoughti  and  opinions  as  you  can  find  leisure  to  do 
1  promise  you  nothing  in  return  from  home.  I  have 
met  with  nought  very  pleasing  for  a  long  time,  except 
what  I  collected  Jrom  your  Letters. 

My  lovB  to  Agnes,  and  many,  many,  respects  to 
Mrs.  Damer,  and  believe  me,  my  dear  friend,  Your 
obliged  and  faithful.  c.  H.' 


Lady  Chartott*  Maria  CampbeU'  to  Mary  Berry 

iNVlUtAV  CMTLt,/«nMr^  ai,  Ulo. 

Dear  Berrina,— I  am  quite  grieved  to  think  you 
thought  It  necessary  to  write  to  me  because  you  had 
intended  to  do  so.  1  feet  sure  of  your  regard,  and  do 
not  require  any  forms  to  keep  alive  the  steady  and  warm 
good  will  I  entertain  for  you.  "  In  this  mutual  security 
of  mutual  kindness,  no  such  ceremonies  are  necessary 
and  remember  tho'  I  hasten  to  answer  your  note,  I  do 
not  mean  to  wheedle  you  into  a  correspondence.— All  1 
intend  to  do,  is  to  stir  the  Fire  of  your  Friendship  by 
messages;  and  then,  when  we  meet,  have  a  care  of  your 
self,  for  I  mean  to  set  you  in  a  perfect  blaze.  It  is 
rather  an  awful  thing  to  write  to  you,  at  all,  considering 
what  yon  are,  and  what  you  are  engaged  in,  but  I  trust 
to  my  being  Charlotte  Maria  Campbell  to  obtain  some 
favor  m  your  Sight  whether  it  be  on  Paper,  or  in  Propria 
Persona.  I  like  your  Account  of  my  future  Mistress  •  and 
her  agreeable  dinners,  and  feel  sure  you  will  always  say 
Amen,  to  a  good  natured  speech,  at  least  about  me. 
'  Add.  MSS.  377 j6,  f.  6i. 

I  k'  ^  i^'^fu^,lT  ","1"  °'°''''*"  Crrs-lSe.),  yo.ngert  dUld  of 
John  ampbell,  fifth  I)uk«  of  Argyll,  wu  >  bmoui  beauty.  In  1706  she 
married  Colonel  John  Campbell  (d.  1809),  and  by  him  had  .line  children 
She  married  lecondly,  In  1S15,  the  Re».  Edward  John  Berry.  Shortly  after 
•be  beeUH  >  widow  ihe  wm  appointed  Lady-in-waiting  to  tho  Princeii  of 
Wata..  Her  liiarj,  Mulraliv.  ./  Ik,  Timu  rf  0.^  IV  .pp«.d  in 
1838.  She  WM  also  the  author  of  many  novels. 
*  Her  Royal  Highneii  the  Princen  of  Wales. 
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I  hope  1  shall  love  Madame  du  DeSand  more  than  I 
do  Mr..  Montogu-perhaps  it  it  high  treawn  to  uy  «>_ 
but  her  Le»ter»-Mr^  MV  I  mean-^o  not  interest  my 
Heart,  and  do  you  know  that  my  Heart  it  composed  of 
much  better  stuff  than  my  Head,  and  consequently  1 
always  ask  its  leave  what  I  ought  to  value 

I  never  knew  before  that  I  could  live  in  Complete 
Retirement  and  like  it.  I  am  much  fonder  of  myself  in 
Consequence  than  I  ever  was,  and,  like  most  People 
that  hve  alone,  I  believe  I  shall  grow  ditagreeable  to 
others-thit  Egotism  is  a  specimen  of  it.-As  to  my 
Bairns  1  interest  myself  in  every  possible  way  about 
them,  but  when  People  talk  of  Children  being  Com- 
pinions  they  either  talk  nonsense,  or  they  talk  of  what 
they  know  nothing  about,  except  in  Theory.  Children 
sp«ik  and  act  very  differently  in  reality,  from  what  they 
do  m  Books  of  Education  j  and  as  what  we  seek  for  in 
a  companion  is  sympathy  and  a  capability  of  com- 
prehending,  neither  of  these  things  can  be  found  in 
children,  neither  can  we  find  in  them  Companioni:  but 
nobody  makes  use  of  Appropriate  Words,  and  one  thing 
that  would  make  the  World  go  on  much  smoother 
would  be  the  perfect  understanding  of  our  thoughts 

I  am  sure  you  are  we;-v  of  deciphering  mine,  and  1 
know  not  by  what  right  1    ntrude  thus  long  upon  your 
time  Except  that  of  being  a  Chatter  Box.— But  believe 
me  always,  yours,  with  much  admiration  and  regard, 
Charlotte  Maria  Campbell.' 

Lady  Charlotte  Campbell's  allusion  to  Madame  du 
Deffand  was  occasioned  by  the  news  of  the  imminent 
publication  of  the  letters  of  the  French  lady,  edited 
by  Mary  Berry.  In  the  autumn  of  1807  Miss  Berry 
had  beijun  to  read  these  letters,  which  she  found 
among  the  papers  of  Horace  Walpole,  and  she  thought 

'  Adki.MSS.37715.tM. 
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them  intetesiing  enough  to  pretent  to  the  public.  She 
worked  hard  at  them  during  the  tollowing  two  years, 
and  in  her  Journali  are  several  references  to  her  labours. 
"Saw  Mr.  Sydney  Smith  in  the  morning,"  she  noted 
on  April  i8,  1810;  "went  again  over  my  Preface  and 
Life;  adopted  almost  all  his  suggestions;  expressed 
with  much  warmth  and  sincerity  my  thanks  to  him. 
I  believe  he  was  pleased,  but  I  have  not  known  him 
long  enough  for  him  to  know  me.'  Longmans  pub- 
lished the  work  in  four  volumes,  and  paid  Miss  Berry 
^aoo  for  her  editorial  services. 


The  Rtv.  G.  0.  Cambridge'  to  Mary  Berry 

Twici»HHAU-MiAoowi,/ama>7  jS,  iSia 

My  Dear  Madam,— I  feel  grateful  to  [itUgibU\ 
for  the  opportunity  it  has  afforded  me  of  havin7four 
good  Friends  in  North  Audley  Street,  and  of  hearing 
that  they  are  well.  I  will  obey  to  the  last  of  my 
power  your  wishes  in  regard  to  Mr.  Ferguson  •  but 
I  know  not  if  you  are  aware  that  the  list  of  Candidates 
exceeds  300,  whilst  the  vacancies  amount  only  to  eight  I 
If  therefore  1  do  not  succeed  in  raising  your  friend 
to  the  293rd  step  of  this  long  ladder,  you  are  not  to 
impute  It  to  any  want  of  zeal,  but  to  my  only  possessing 
the  sooth  part  of  the  power  requisite  to  effect  your 
wishes. 

We  regret  being  such  strangers  in  North  Audley 
Street,  but  Mrs.  G.  very  seldom  visits  London,  and 
1  am  only  drawn  to  it  by  business  which  occupies  me 
the  whole  time  I  am  there;  but  we  shall  endeavour 
as  the  Spring  advances  to  find  some  of  our  Friends 
there ;  and  you  and  Miss  Agnes  among  the  rest. 

•  Son  of  Richard  Owtn  Cambridge.     H.  became  Prebnidaiy  of  EIr     In 
1803  he  publUhed  an  edition  of  fau  fiuhet'i  wort.,  with  a  memoir. 
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about   to   take    up   my   pen   to   you.  to    exore..  Tk. 
pleasure  and  satisfaction  we  have  iusl  e.ntrf.!  ^  • 
the  perusal  of  your  Life  of  Madame^Di  Kd  wMch 

S^andT'"  *°  ^°"  J""*""'  and  feeft'The 
plain  and  clear  representation  you  have  fliven  of  fh« 
m.,ch.ef.  of  French  manner,:  'and  the  ,uTr^«  2^ 
endured  from  the  want  of  those  con,olationrwht.h 
rel.g.ous  i-npressions  are  so  well  calcu  ated  to  'fu"n  sh 
to  Infirmity  and  old  ai'e  will  do  mr.™  .«  ""m'sn 

Religion  to  your  Reader^th^any  XT dLTa^™ 
on  the  Subject,  could  do.  This  sketch  of  y of r re 
mmded  me  strongly  of  some  of  Sir  Joshua's  sincle  heads 

andwh'".'  7  ^"'"^  '"■"''''"-  firftaJl'cS 
and  truth.  I  only  regret  you  have  not  taken  a  lareer 
Canvas  and  mtroduced  a  greater  variety  of  "gures  and 

wh,ch  led  that  great  painter  on  to  his  Ugolinf      ^ 
Sistfr  an^*  M     «^'  '°  "*  ^'""^^^  remembered  to  your 
f^hVul'^tvam;  ^""^  """  ""'  ""'«  M'"-'  Vour 

G,  O.  Cahbridoe.' 

From  the  Princess  of  Woks  to  Miss  Berry* 

KiNsmoioK  Palace,  /fmmto'  ,6,  i8ia 
My  anxiety  is  so  grea»  on  account  of  the  poor 
L^ckes,  smce  the  melancholy  event  of  the  deatrof 
lhe.r  youngest  child,  that  I  am  induced  to  '0^^ 
perhaps,  an  indiscretion  in  intruding  on  your  le"  u  e 
hours,  my  dear  Miss  Berry;  but  trusting  toTour  "s^! 
good  nature,  and  our  sentiments  concer.^„g  them  Cg 

'  Add.  MSS.  377J6,  f.  ya 

■'•^r^^t^'X^ZVoT^  ^?''  "Z'  '™"  """'«■  "«-'" 

«"d  M.,y  B.r,y.  *^°™*  """"^  '^"'«"  "«  PrincM.  of  Wrin 
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•o  congenial,  you  will  comprehend  my  tolicitod*.  I 
intrust  into  your  hands,  and  to  your  sound  judgment, 
the  manner  how  best  to  convey  from  my  part  every 
thing  that  is  kind  and  soothing  to  them :  consoUUon 
It  IS  impossible  to  offer  them  on  such  a  painful  occasion, 
but  It  »  time  alone  that  can  cure  so  great  an  affliction. 

Let  us  waive  this  melancholy  topic,  and  rejoice 
together  at  the  happy  prospect  of  our  beloved  Monarch's 
recovery.  We  may  now  trust  that  that  storm  which 
passed  over  our  heads  will  be  dispersed  for  a  number 
and  number  of  years ;  it  must  be  the  fervent  wish  of 
every  individual,  but  especially  that  of  one  of  his  first 
subjects. 

I  look  forward  with  great  pleasure  to  the  period  which 
will  enable  me  again  to  enjoy  your  agreeable  society. 

I  wish  to  be  remembered  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hope  • 
and  do  me  the  justice  to  believe  me,  for  ever.  My  dear 
Miss  Berry,  Your  very  sincere  and  affectionate, 

C.  P. 

P.S.—l  am  much  shocked  and  grieved  at  the 
melancholy  event  of  poor  Lady  Aberdeen.'  I  trust 
that  she  will  feel  no  bad  effect  from  this  sad  disappoint- 
ment, for  nobody  deserves  more  respect  and  admiration 
than  she  does,  by  those  who  have  the  happiness  of 
being  intimately  acquainted  with  her. 


From  Miss  Berry  to  Princess  of  Wales 

BmohIDK,  AipMKrftri;,  1 1 10. 

Madam,— I  have  conveyed  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Locke  •  the 
sentiments  of  which  your  Royal  Highness  has  honoured 
me  with  being  the  interpreter.  They  must  themselves 
express  their  gratitude,  and  the  high  sense  they  enter- 

>  CttheriM  Eliz.b«h,  Mm  •unrMng  dinghtei  0/  John  Tuna,  Gttt 
M«rqun  of  Abercom.     She  died  Febnuiy  iSia, 
•  Mr.  ud  Mn.  Williim  Locke,  of  Norbuiy. 
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tain  of  your  Roy.1  HighntM't  benevolent  loliciiude.  I 
confe.s  I  could  uie  no  wordt  at  once  to  imprenive  and 
.0  soo  hing  a,  tho.e  of  your  Royal  Highnes..  I  ,m 
happy  to  uy  that  Mn.  Locke's  health  hat  not  suffered 
by  her  ronstant,  painful,  and  unwearied  attendance  on 
her  children,  and  that  the  remaining  two  are  entirely 
recovered.'  This  I  have  been  obliged  to  content  myself 
wi  h  hearing  by  report,  and  by  notes  that  have  pas«)d 
between  us,  for  I  have  been  under  such  strict  quarantine 

^rt^.  "r  *"•*  **"•  "°P«'  *""»  ""  *ead  of  a  possi- 
bility of  mfection  to  their  children,  that  I  have  only  had 
two  short  interviews  with  William,  and  that  in  the 

kEI"  '«:••'  ''"'  •""*  "'•  happiness  to  find  myself 
ntn.    Madam,  surrounded   by  some    of  your   Royal 
Highness's  most  devoted  admirers.    Mr.  Ward  Sir  W 
Drummond,  Mr.  Rogers,  Lord  and  Lady  Aberdeen,  are 
those  with  whom  I  have  been  living;  and,  though  l„t, 
not  east,  my  kind  hosts,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hope,  who  desire 
me  to  express  to  your  Royal  Highness  their  gratitude 
lor  the  honour  of  your  enquiry  after  them.    Mrs.  Hope 
has,  I  think,  quite  recovered  her  health  here.    Her  best 
comfort,  under  the  loss  of  her  little  girl,  is  the  daily 
improvement  of  your  Royal  Highness's  little  godson, 
who  is  really  one  of  the  finest  children  of  his  age  I  ever 
saw.    Lady  Aberdeen,  I  am  happy  to  say,  is  going  on 
as  well  as  possible,  after  her  very  unexpected  confine- 
ment .  .  .  Lord  Aberdeen  certainly  bears  his  disappoint- 
ment remarkably  well  .  .  .  The  sentiments  which  your 
Royal  Highness  expresses  upon  the  prospect  of  his 
Majesty's  recovery,  must  be  those  of  everyone  worthy 
the  happiness  of  being  his  subject,  by  having  a  due  sense 
01  the  blessings  of  his  reign  .  .  . 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Madam,  your  Royal  Highness's 
most  grateful  and  most  obedient  servant, 

M.  a 

'  Mr.  WillUn  Lock,,  drowned  in  tke  Uk«  of  Como ;  and  Eliiabeth 
mirned,  l8J3,  to  the  Lord  WiJUcoart.  «Ji»»oeui, 
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Eart  of  CfUtk  to  Mary  Bmy 

Caru  Howau,  ^i^|«f(  II,  iiio. 
Dear  Madam,— I  find  if  I  wait  longer  for  the  »rriv>t 
of  your  promiMd  present,  I  shall  incur  the  imputation 
Of  makins  •  dilatory  acknowledgment  for  the  favour  you 
have  announced.  In  the  meantime  I  can  anure  you 
Hiat  everything  that  relates  to  my  old  protectress  must 
t>e  interesting  to  me,  and  independent  of  the  pleasure  I 
am  likely  to  derive  from  the  work,  I  shall  ever  consider 
It  as  a  very  flattering  mark  of  your  kind  recollection 
Of  me. 

Believe  me  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obliged 
liumble  servant, 

Carlisle,' 


Lord  DiM»y»  to  Mary  Berry 
Moimi  Skw,  Tomaiooi,  TtmriJ^,  StfUmiv  ilii. 
St.  John  presents  his  compliments  to  St.  Mary  and 
St.  Agnes,  and  requests  the  honour  of  their  company  to 
dmner  on  Sunday  next  at  half-past  five.    St.  John  does 
not  perceive  the  name  of  "Charlotte"  in  the  Kalendar- 
he  therefore  presumes  that  she  is  no  Saint,  and  on  that 
account  unworthy  to  be  admitted  to  'he  banquets  of  the 
blest.    However,  if  she  remains  long  enough  in  these 
happy  regions,  and  St.  M.  and  St.  A.  are  willing  to 
answer  for  her  good  behaviour  on  this  occasion,  St.  John 
will  be  happy  to  see  her-and  as  Guglielmo  Spencer 
Avocato  del  Dis-olo  will  probably  be  unable  to  attend, 
she  may  perhaps  pass  muster.* 

'  Add.  MSS.  S77a6, 1,  ji. 

fi."  I^'"'.!'"^^"'','  "''"'  ^'"°°°'  '^''y  "^  Ward  (.;s(>-,«j3).  the 
blhcr  of  the  belter-known  John  Willkn.  W«d  (1781-18,1)  who  ™iJ«l 

"".I  J?'S7'^"'-  •■«'  "" '"  '»''  """^  E^I  of  D^  'e,       ""^ 
•  Add.  MSS.  37/36,  £  91.  ' 
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Th»  Hon.  Mn.  Dtrntr  lo  M»ry  Bmy 

CooHM  Bakk.  »t»mJv,s.pumtn^ti,  II, I. 

Would  to  heaven  I  dear  Soul,  that  you  had  uid  not 
Mf,  but  even  the  tmalle«t  part  ol  what  you  now  lay  to 
me  when  I  wai  with  you.  All  would  then  have  euily 
been  Mttled  and  no  doubts  or  rowunderitanding  would 
have  Uken  place  between  u».  A  kind,  indulgent  word 
from  you  will,  at  any  time,  raise  ray  spirit.,  howev-r 
depressed,  or,  what  is  often  better,  give  them  quiet  aid 
composure.  It  is  difficult  for  me  now  at  a  distance  to 
attempt  to  express  the  feelings  of  my  heart  when  I  see 
you  dissatisfied  with  rae,  or  think  you  are  so.  Ut  it 
therefore,  for  the  present  suffice  if  I  say,  and  from  my 
heart,  that  your  io  pignora  certa  timtndo  you  fear 
of  losing  my  devoted  affection,  were  it  wanderino. 
wavering,  or  on  the  wing,  would  arrest  it  anew  and 
tor  ever  I 

Believe  me,  you  exaggerated  to  yourself  the  effect 
on  my  mind  of  the  minor,  nay.  minim*,  nothing,  at 
Tunbridge  not  just  to  my  taste  and  likmg,  and  seemed 
unconscious  that  your  own  manner  and  the  thines  you 
said  to  nie  alone  really  vexed  and  mortified  me.  Be  it 
thai  in  this  I  was  xvrong,  and  then  only  forgive  me :  I 
ask  no  more  I  As  to  my  having  any  secret  ill,  or  ailment 
respecting  health  tha  you  know  not  of,  I  do  assure  you 
with  perfect  truth  that  I  have  not,  of  any  sort  or  kind. 
tHit  1  have  iullerc,  more  now  for  some  winters  past 
than  you  have  been  aware  of,  and  have  not  recovered 
my  strength,  which  indeed,  from  the  weakness  01  my 
lungs,  the  "Vetera  vestigia,"  never  s*,Ws  in  walking  up 
k'Hs,  or  thro  sand  in  a  mid-day  .»«,  and  one  always 
fancies  a  road,  or  walk,  longer  and  more  difficult  when 
one  IS  unacquainted  with  it  and  nteels  it  for  the  first 
time. 

I  do  trust  that  I   have  said  what  will  quiet  your 
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affectionate  heart  and  kind  anaiety  for  me,  (or  be  awured 
that  I  have  Mid  nothing  but  what  it  exactly  true,  and 
that  I  look  forward  to  Meing  you  again  with  the  hope 
of  finding  my  only  real  comfort  on  earth  I— I  shall  add 
little  more  at  preeent,  at  I  have  to  write  to  Charlotte, 
from  whom  I  received  a  long  and  (at  it  alwayt  the  cate 
with  her)  admirably  written  letter  from  lait  Friday.—// 
the  can  bring  herself  to  stay  at  Worthing  till  her  wait, 
ing,  it  ia  clearly  the  bett  thing  for  the  preoent  that  the 

can  do— that  ii,  the  moit  prudent Muslaccie,  if  not 

/orgotttn,  will  /orgit,—tht  will  in  expences  be  beforehand, 
her  companion  will  be  pleated,— the  will  gain  credit 
with  the  world  and  feel  a  coniciouineit  of  having  done 
rightly,  and  I  do  believe  her  that,  when  away  from 
»orUly  temptations,  she  can  Hold  out  very  well  in  retire- 
ment for  a  time,  and  has  many  and  valuable  resources  in 
her  own  mind  that  enable  her  to  to  do.— Tell  me  to 
whom  I  am  now  to  enclose  my  letters  to  you,  as  I 
believe  that  your  sweet  Lady  Charlemont  and  her 
agreeabl».looking  huiband  wUI  perhapt  be  gone  by  the 
time  I  write  again.* 


AgH4t  Btrry  to  Mary  Birry 

MOKn  AVDUV  SnsiT./HHitf^r  i,  ilii. 
Dearest  Mary,— I  have  just  received  your  most 
kind,  impressive  and,  above  all,  affecting  letter.  How  it 
hat  gone  to  my  heart,  where  feelings  for  you  and  for 
myself  are  almost  blended  in  one,  I  can  but  ill  express 
to  you.  But  of  this  I  can  assure  you,  that  in  all  your 
calm  and  rational  views  of  our  remaining  existence,  I 
am  most  desirous  to  follow  and  imitate  you,  for  declining 
life  has  ever  appeared  to  me  a  very  bitter  draft.  But 
I  will  lay  nothing  more  on  these  tubjecU  at  present,  for 
I  should  only  affect  more  both  myself  and  you,  for  you 

■  Add.  MS&  37737,1 151. 
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mu.t  b.  cwtain  that  my  <Mlingt  ire  it  preMnt  wh  jt  you 

II^.TV'T  '°  •*■    *'y  '»"•"  -""•  y""  "»  mo« 
wnMl  and  >ffec(ionate  blewingt.'  >nd  hi  begini  hii 

year,  all  thingi  comidered,  with  wonderful  hciillh  and 

comlort  in  tpite  o(  aches  and  groani,  which  we  shall  M 

WPM  to  M  we  live,  long  before  hit  age.    My  new  year 

b«iun.  at  you  know,  at  the  Uuckineliam.h.rei  last  night, 

»nd.my  mind  •«  not  much  in  tune  to  travel  there  at 

KT*™!;.  "''• '"''^'  !  »"•«  "°»  ""ch  to  tell  you  about 
the  matter.    Aa  half  her  romance  is  generally  i„  th« 

^nJT  °*'"  f  *•  "*■"'  *'">  «'«»hme„t^ 

being  thrown  open  after  ij  o'clock,  where  one  found 
everything  as  usual  except  a  little  treillage  of  rose,  and 
the  Lord  k,,ow.  what  Irwnping  round  the  edge  of  the 

S^™  1?  '""'•  "  ""^  '*'*'"'♦  '°  Kct  anything. 
^  .t!T'  ** '■°*'""  *•'•  «=^™'«"-«»Wy  warm,  and  full 
of  Ui«  Lord  knows  who,  6gures  copied  from  the  last 
century  to  show  ua  what  we  should  all  come  to  before 
N^IlT^  u  "■''-C'ro""*  Vernon,  Belle  Piggott,  Mr. 
Noton,  Mr^  Abington,  etc.  etc.  Amongst  all  these 
darlings,  however,  I  found  acquaintances  tnouch  to 
amuse  myself  very  well,  and  moreover  there  were  about 
a  save  of  characters  in  masks  who  made  noise  enough 
io  keep  everybody  awake,  and  music  that  people  w.^e 
meant  to  dance  to,  and  so  it  all  did  very  well.  The 
Bumble  looked  very  happy,  and  I  was  not  sorry  to  get 
away  a  httle  befo'e  two  o'clock.  * 

,^7°^^'J*}  i"'*? ''°"' ' ""  80ing  to  the  Ellenboroughs, 
and  mstead  of  dinmg  first  with  my  Father,  he  is  going 
todme  W.O.  the  Lockes  and  Mi  ,  Brot,  which  h/liki 

lUr,  .  u  I^i*  '='""8*  '»  ''««=»"»«  the  Princess's 
dinner  to  which  they  were  asked  is  put  off  till  the  nth. 
Her  cook  is  ill,  and  the  menu  not  to  be  had.  Edward 
Lane  called  the  other  day,  and  for  the  first  time  I  asked 

wl^  tap  ^L.°°  P*^^  '*■   HO"  "fill  tl-^  Cb«ln,«u  to 
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him  11  b«  bad  mm  or  had  Miylbing  lo  do  with  hU 
brother  Charley.  Uh,  they  are  a  fine  Iron-hearted  family. 
II  really  would  hav*  fronn  your  blood  lo  bear  mm  mid 
hrmfy  talk  lo  o<  a  brother,  but  they  arc  all  well  met, 
and  all  the  Alter  lor  the  world,  and  their  »ociety  may 
be  very  enlertaming,  tho'  Ihrre  i»  about  aa  much  leeling 
in  a  braai  kettle  a<  in  the  whole  lamlly  put  toKcther. 
Your  room  will  certainly  be  ready  lor  you,  and  your 
baaln  stand  i*  come  home  and  up  and  I  think  looka 
very  well  And  all  the  paper*  shall  be  off  and  the 
Mweri  shall  be  on,  and  your  bed,  of  course,  well  aired,  as 
Harriot  has  been  in  it  all  the  time.  I  hope  you  will  per- 
suade the  Charleraonts  to  share  our  beef  and  puddirK, 
and  tell  me  about  what  hour  you  think  of  arriving 
Hall  afler  6  or  7  will  do  for  us,  only  don't  arrive 
munUnd—loT  I  Ihink  that  is  a  nasty  road  with  all 
its  endless  lurning<i  and  windings,  Mrs.  Upreece  is 
come  to  town.  She  is  to  be  with  roe  tomorrow 
evening,  and  Lady  Tancred  and  the  fair  Liddia.  I 
am  quite  in  the  p*ltieoal  lint  now  you  are  gone,  but 
mean  to  drive  a  better  trade  when  you  come  back. 
What  foolish  people  the  Gordons  were  to  leave  you, 
1  meant  to  have  called  at  Lady  Ocorglana's,  but  the 
thaw,  which,  thank  God,  we  have  got  here,  has  made 
the  streets  so  detestably  dirty  that  after  wading  to  Mrs. 
Darner's,  Mrs,  BuUer's,  and  Lady  Margaret's,  I  was  ob- 
liged to  return  home.  1  will  go  to  Lady  G,  to-morrow 
if  I  can.  The  Duke  is  also  in  town  I  hear.  And  now 
God  bless  you,  dearest  Mary,  and  imagine  all  that  my 
heart  feels  and  my  worda  cannot  say.' 


Lady  ChartolU  Maria  CamphiU  to  Mary  Berry 

^tmnna,  AfHI at,  ilii. 

Little  did  you  and  I  think,  Dear  Berrina,  when  we 
made  those  rash  vows  with  our  /tv«r  and  gitzard  how 

>  Add.  M8S.  IfJtJ,  1 71. 
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my  loon  til  r«t/  otwiael**  would  mm*  to  prtwnl  ihcir 
<ul«lm.Mj  W.II,  Udy,  .„d  how  do  you  t^\th,^ 
yoi'  p.<>cd  up  your  Jmnh  and  R.g»IU  and  art  «-.« 
r»^y  to  Ml  off  r 

A«  to  me  I  «m  in  "■  tM  of  IrouWet,"  l>ut  I  nevit 
wp€ct  to  b*  out  of  il_with  .11  my  l.m.te  train.- 
Nawthele...  I  am  pultinK  the  great  Bod>    1    motion 

M  liTJ"''*,'!'*  '  I"*  •"«««""  9«nBu.nc  l;,i>.ctation. 
ol  bringing  all  my  Scheme,  to  tKu~,n  the  meantime  I 
toep  School  here  without  any  interrupt!  'n  or  temptation 
whatever.  We  want  nothing  but  a  hlu<-  ' ,  .,d  .uul  Qolden 
Letleri  .  .  .  with  Ymhi  /.*/.«  &,.,.,<'  1  tmtifd-io 
complete  the  Etlabli.hmenl-out,  Bci ,  .„„',  y.m  ,.,av  h.^  , 
angry  ai  you  cho<»e  at  getting  a  long,  d,!!,  (.<..int,  i  it«i 
—I  mutt  and  will  extract  an  an»wer  from  >  u.  1  lo  ,  1  it 
want  fe  Jrm  you  into  a  correspondence  I  ,1  r  lo 
Bmly  intend  to  have  om  Hhlory  from  you  -A  Whol*. 
-Ii  and  r*l»it  of  all  the  great  and  all  the  little  newa.' 


L^  CksrMU  MmrU  Cam^M  u>  Uary  Btrry 

MOMTAOU  IIOVII  (1II.AI.IIHIATN],  M^  11,  ||,,, 

Wrhtm  in  i(h  aim  Ckamttr, 

You  may  think,  my  Dear  Berrina,  what  a  thock  the 
fragicaJ  end  of  poor  Mr.  Perceval*  hai  given  to  the 
Princeta.  I  am  commanded  by  Her  Koyal  Highnets  to 
beg  you  will  let  ut  know  all  the  particulars  you  may 
Mve  heard  concerning  thia  awful  event.— Her  Koyal 
Highnea.  doea  not  intend  going  to  the  Opera  to-night 
»•  she  was  to  have  done  had  not  this  dreadful  assassina- 
tion Uken  place— but  she  means  to  attend  the  Drawing 
Room  on  Thursday,  as  that  cannot  be  attributed  to 
any  love  of  pleasure. 
'  Add.  Iiss.37;i7.f.»;. 

SptDMf  Foanl,  iIm  Piiw  MiaiKn,  wm  ikgl  In  iht  \Mm  of  die 
HoMtofCoBttwnibr/ohnMlliighmm,  M.yii.  Hia.  "— r  "■  "» 
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You  are  requested  to  give  your  opinion  upon  thit 
Butintts.  Do  you  think  that  it  is  the  action  of  a  mad 
Individual,  or  the  fulfillment  of  any  settled  plan  7 

I  remain,  Dear  Berrina,  Yours,  writing  and  leaching 
at  the  same  time,  affectionately, 

Charlotte  Maria  Campbell.' 


)ti 


Lady  Charlotte  Maria  Campbell  to  Mary  Btrry 

Tmutiiy,  Angusl  18,  1813. 
Sampson,  the  Fhilistinei  be  upon  Ihee. 

I  am  commanded,  Dear  Berrina,  to  tell  you  that  Her 
Royal  Highness  the  Princess  of  Wales  proposes  visiting 
you  upon  Tuesday  the  JSth  at  Tunbridge.  She  brings 
with  her  Mrs.  and  Miss  Rawdon— at  least  they  are 
invited — and  yottr  humble  servant.  T!  • ' '  being  a  Dearth 
of  Men  throughout  the  Land  at  present,  we  have  none, 
alas  I  to  bring;  but  you  are  a  good  caterer  in  that  way 
and  have  a  certain  pair  of  black  eyes  that  are  no  bad 
Decoys  for  stray  Birds.  For  Heaven's  Sake  use  them 
vigorously  in  Our  Service,  for  I  think  we  shall  be  heavy 
in  hand  to  you  and  ourselves  without  a  little  Male 
Aid. 

So  much  for  Nonsense — and  now — nothim^  for 
Sense For  I  have  no  time,  even  if  I  had  wit. 

I  don't  know  what  to  say  to  the  Victory' — will  it 
ultimately  produce  Peace  ?  Carnage  may  be  glorious, 
but  I  cannot  say  I  enjoy  it — and  I  never  hear  the  noisy 
thoughtless  Mirth  of  the  Populace  upon  such  occasions 
without  thinking  of  those  Tears  which  no  glory  wipes 
away,  and  sighing  for  those  to  whom  the  mirth  is  but 

"  AM.  MSS.  37;2<;,  f.  98. 

■  The  biille  of  Sikmuica,  July  33,  1812,  when  Wellingion  defnted  the 
French  under  Marmont. 
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Deipair-but  I  know  the  World  mutt  l*  made  ovtr  again 
lor  me.  ^ 

Won't— rwt»  U  malheur  you  shall  tell  me  all  about 
It  when  we  meet.  I  can  only  sign  myself  in  violent 
Haste. 

Affectionately  Yours  and  Sincerely, 

Charlotte  Maria.« 


Lady  Charlotte  Maria  CampbM  to  Mary  Berry 

MoMlAOO  Houn,  Friday,  Aupul  Ji,  iSia. 
Dear  Bbrrina,— 1  am  commanded  by  H<-v  Royal 
Highness  to  inform  you,  that  about  three  o'clock  She 
will  be  at  your  door  on  Tuesday.  The  Princess  thinks 
that  the  Pantiles  and  the  Ball  will  be  very  good  fun 
■mth  you;  but  rather  wishes  (unless  you  have  some 
very  Agreeable  BranH)  „ot  to  have  any  Company  at 

I  am  grieved  to  think  you  have  been  111,  I  wish  to 
charge  the  Weather  with  this  Evil,  but  1  know  that 
you  have  vile  Head  Aches  in  all  Weathers,  and  this 
vexes  me  the  more. 

You  are  a  good  Girl,  though.  Dear  Berrina,  to  go 
to  Mrs.  Damer.  1  rejoice  at  it,  and  am  sure  that  seeing 
each  other  wi'l  do  you  both  good.  1  sometimes  wonder 
why  one  ever  consents  to  be  absent  from  the  Friends 

'  Add.  MSS.  37736, 1.  99. 
Prilil^J^T""  '"".'^'  '"  *"  "P"*'  '"'  ■^""^•y  ^  "«  "''»•'  of  tk. 
1    *'"•  "^_.  M'M  Rtwdon  wKh  her,  but  no.  .  man  did  .h.  bring,  m  could 
»Lr>  ..r.,?"!''"  V  ""?°'=''  """"  ^''  ™"''  f""""  »""  "W  "="7.  who, 

^d^t  t    \.  *'^""°«  '■"  •'""'•  ""■'  "i"'"'  '■'■""If  ■"»"  "■«" 

the  tu,  d«yhten  did,  .ho  wet.  m  .  groit  fuM,  and  wer.  foraken  in  their 
ulmoit  need  by  Beaux  their  former  suppen  fed,  and  had  to  amuse  her,  a.  well 
!L.'"  T5'  r""  '^'  •^"•"«  of'  few  women  that  .he  did  not  care 
m  r'f''"?"^"  '^'^«'«"<  Tu«bridg,  WM,  A.fusl2i.  18.2 
(Moore  i/mnu/r,  viii,,  118). 
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one  lovea  most.  Is  there  anything  that  compensates  for 
the  absence  of  a  beloved  object  ?  I  know  oi  none, 
Berrina,  Dear  Berrina,  I  shall  never  be  wiser  or  better. 
My  heart  Is  still  at  fifteen,  and  not  worn  out — the 
more's  the  pity,  say  you — and  sumetimes  I  think  so 
too. 

I  took  wing  to-day  to  my  own  nest  and  nestlings — 
and  am  rather  Surprised  why  I  ever  leave  either — but 
necessity  teaches  one  to  endure  many  things. 

The  Princess  is  asleep.    Would  I  were  so  too,  for  I 
am  weary — but  in  all  Haste- 
Ever,  Dear  Berrina, 

Yours  affectionate  and  unchanged 
Chahi.otte  Maria  Campbell.' 


'* 


In  September  1813  the  Berrys  signed  an  agreement 
by  which  Alderman  Wood*  became  the  tenant  for  seven 
years  of  Little  Strawl  . iry  Hill.  They  parted  with  the 
pretty  little  place  with  regret,  but  the  rent  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  guineas  was  of  use  to  them,  and  they 
had  of  late  been  there  less  and  less.  North  Audley 
Street  was  now  their  cuiy  home,  and  it  became,  of  course, 
their  headquarters.  During  this  and  the  following  years 
they  led  their  usual  life  of  social  gaiety,  dining  out, 
receiving,  paying  visits,  meeting  everybody,  and  extend- 
ing their  acquaintance  with  the  foreigners  who  flocked 
to  England  after  Napoleon  had  gone  to  Elba  and  again 
after  Waterloo.  They  went  generally  to  Tunbridge 
Wells  in  the  summer  or  early  autumn,  and  in  October 
1814  Mary  Berry  went  so  far  zfield  as  Hamilton,  where 
she  stayed  until  the  end  of  the  year  as  the  guest  of  the 
Marquis    and   Marchioness  of  Douglas.     In  February 

'  Add.  MSS.  377^6.  f.  lol. 

■  Afterwards  Loril  Mayor.    The  friend  and  champion  of  Qaeen  Caiohne. 
Sabicqaently  created  .1  baronet. 


MARY  AND  AGNES  BERRY  IN  SOCIETY  309 
1816  Mar)  Berry  accepted  an  invitation  to  itay  at  Paris 
with  Lord  and  Lady  Hardwicke,'  and  from  there  she 
wrote  frequently  to  her  ,i,ter,  who  remained  in 
London, 

Mmy  Beny  to  Agnes  Berry 

LiMC  D-AaoiKT,  Caiui,  W»r«*i,,  f,tru«y  29,  3  ,;u,/i,  ,8,6. 

wJ.7^Ta'IVu".?°*  '""  '""'"  '8°  '^°"'  Dover  (sic). 
Rer^«  t  1'""  '•"  '""  ""•  ^"^"y  3  hours  from 

a  good  deal  of  sea- 1  sat  on  deck  the  whole  way  and 
was  s,ck  enough  most  part  of  it,  but  it   wa,  merely 
sickness  and  vomitting  and  no   headache  either   then 
or   now.    We   were   a   longer    time   than   was   needful 
bothering  about  our  landing,  which  was  only  disagree- 
aWe  from  the  excessive  cold,  tho"  a  bright  sun  all  the 
time-My  companions  came  here  to  this  town,  and  a  very 
nice  clean  town  it  seems  to  be,  only  a  little  too  much  d 
langhise,  but  no  matter  what  it  is,  for  we  are  going  on  to 
Boulogne    o-night,  that  we  may  get  to   AbbevHIe  to- 
morrow  -My  acquaintance  with  Mrs.  Rice  [was  made], 
as  I  told  you,  stepping  into  the  Packet  and  under  the 
best  auspices.    She  seems  a  civil,  vulgar,  sort  of  Hurly 
Burly  woman,  who  is  likely  to  amuse  me,  as  I  have  po 
headache_wh.r,h  I  repeat  with  triumph.    Calais  looks 
cleaner  than  it  used,  but  the  cold  is  so  excessive,  that  I 
really  caunot  walk  far  away  from  the  (ire,  of  which  the 
savoury  smell  of  the  wood,  in  which  I  delight,  is  now  in 
my  nose.    We  are  just  going  to  dinner,  which  will  do 
me  much  good.-This  letter  goes  with  theirs  back  by 
their  own  Vessel  which  brought  us  over,  and  us  alone. 

a.ncS  w''  ""'* ^y°'  ^»imA.  (t757-.834), dd«t  „„  „f  Lorf. 
.kJT'  ^     "'  aJcriM.     On  Ftbrwry  6,  ,g,6,  L«iy  Eliaibtth  Vork, 

.  T^  wlTl^fs^Jp"  '^T  ""'-'■'"■     Si'  Ch.,1.,  SlUT,  (,77" 
'»45i  wu  in  1828  created  Baron  Slu«rl  de  Rcithemy. 
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But  when  it  may  be  able  to  return  is  another  case. 
And  now  God  Mess  you,  as  I  probably  shall  not  have 
time  to  add  a  word  more.  I  think  you  will  say  I  have 
hitherto  managed  my  matters  very  cleverly — Farewell. 

TTmnday  Evening,  7  o'clock. — I  have  opened  my 
letter  to  ^ay,  the  carriages  were  so  long  of  getting  out, 
and  of  passing  the  Custom  House,  that  finding  we  should 
not  get  oli  here  till  near  six  o'clock,  nor  to  Boulogne 
till  near  eleven,  we  wisely  determined  to  stay  here  all 
night  and  start  early  to-morrow  morn'ng.  At  all  events 
we  shall  I  trust  get  to  Paris  on  Sunday,  which  is  all  I 
count  on, — This  town  on  further  observation  and  experi- 
ment is  abominable,  everything  H  tangloisc,  even  to 
the  beds,  and  so  my  companions  think,  :ind  are  very 
sorry  they  were  by  some  former  arrangements  obliged 
to  come  here.  I  have  retired  quietly  to  my  own 
room,  and  I  shall  go  at  eight  o'clock  and  treat  Mrs. 
Rice  with  some  of  my  good  Tea  and  then  very  soon 
to  bed,  for  I  feel  now  tired  with  all  my  morning's 
amusement.  I  have  bought  a  basket  of  French  Plums 
for  you,  packed  up  like  Harry  Sanereds  pears,  but 
which  I  hope  you  will  find  better,  and  if  not,  they 
are  not  ruinous.  Whether  you  will  ever  get  them  is 
another  question,  which  I  am  afraid  I  hardly  asked 
myself  when  I  bought  them.  However,  I  will  try 
what  my  Dover  Friends  can  do  for  me.  Tell  my  dear 
Caroline,  with  ray  love,  that  were  I  not  going  to  Paris, 
en  droiture,  I  should  certainly  smarten  myself,  as  she  did 
at  some  of  the  shops  here,  which  are  wonderfully  im- 
proved and  really  look  very  tempting.  And  now  once 
more  farewell,  for  these  are  really  my  last  words — my 
next  letter  must  be  from  Paris,  I  cannot  well  write 
another  word,    God  bless  you.' 

'  Add.  MSS.  37327,  f.  141. 
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Mmy  Berry  to  Agntt  Barry 

»«•  dAhjou  [Paiii,),  Smrnh,  ev,ninr.  I  ^,lK»,  Mmik  ).  1I16. 

.^^'"'.''f"'**'  **""•  '  '^'"^  '^O"  »"«  4  O'clock 
to-day,  at  lea>t  2  hour,  before  1  wai  expected    which  I 

getting  here  to-day  never  reached  Lady  Hardwicke'  (ill 
Wte  la«t  night,  »o  writing  to  mc  was  impossible  any- 
where  but  to  the  post-house  at  St.  Denis,  which  they  had 
tadly  done.  The  message  passed  me  on  the  road  from 
my  being  .0  much  sooner  than  they  expected.  But  no 
matter.  My  reception  was  such  as  to  make  all  an- 
nouncmg  unnecessary  and  to  make  me  (as  I  am  sure  it 
would  you)  rejoice  that  I  had  come.  I  found  dear  Ladv 
Hardwicke,  alone,  just  as  I  could  have  wished.  She  was 
quite  angry  at  Phillip  anntn^nang  me  Uiss  Berry  as  if 
I  had  been  an  ordinary  visitor.     Phillip,  however   had 

w«?h!rr.T"T"r'^,«™""S  '"  ">«  Courtyard  and 
was  the  first  face  of  the  family  that  1  saw,  for  we  had  to 
trail  up  and  down  the  Rue  dAnjou  in  search  of  their 
nouse  (as  one  always  does  at  Paris),  and  at  last  paid 
he  polite  cocher,  so  that  1  took  leave  of  my  conpanion, 
n  the  street,  and  En.raa  and  1  got  out  with  all  our 
loose  indgOabU  baggage.  The  rest  is  to  be  sent  me. 
1  saw  Lord  Hardwicke,  who  was  likewise  at  home  verv 
soon  afterward,.  I  think  them  both  looking  well,  Lady 
Hardwicke  the  best  of  the  two,  altho'  she  has  a  bad  cold 
wftich  has  made  her  hoarse,  very  hoarse,  but  her  voice 
has  not  gone  and  I  uM  not  let  it  go.  They  were  going 
at  SIX  to  dine  at  the  Ambassador's'  and  proposed  me 
go'ng,  If  I  could  possibly  rig  up,  with  them,  which  I 

of  l'.m^"''fifth"i^" "'"'"'•"I'' ('757-.S34),  married  Elkateth,  J.„gh.„ 
V^r^l   ^'  "'  *^°'"''-     ■^'■'"  "■"S"'".  Etab..h,  ^Z  in 


i 


I 


i' 


J«« 


BERRY   PAPERS 


could  not  have  done  (or  the  world,  at  1  really  counted 
on  gettinit  a  quiet  evening  here  to-night,  to  wt  m«  up, 
and  give  me  time  to  write  to  you  and  to  recall  alt  my 
very  hurried  thought!,  which  I  find  I  requir*  much  more 
and  am  much  longer  about  than  (ormerly.  I  had  a 
long  comfortable  talk  with  Lady  Hardwicfo  till  the 
moment  «he  w.>«  obliged  to  go  to  ilinner.  *nd  I  rejoice 
to  6nd  that  eve.  v  thing  here  i»  going  on  »o  much  better, 
even  m  her  ty«s,  than  I  expected,  attd  t  nhould  think 
and  *he  thiii  too,  i»  mending  ttaily.  But  I  again 
repeat,  that  I  rejoice  I  havr  com*  to  her,  becauw  I  think 
i/u  jeerns  to  rejoice  in  it,  and  becauie  I  think  I  shall 
give  her  a  little  uietul  fillip  and  prevent  her  dwelling 
too  eternally  on  one  set  of  tdeai,  and  being  interested  on 
one  single  point,  on  which  by  fixing  her  quick  eyes  too 
long,  she  is  apt  not  to  see  so  truly. 

Their  house  here  is,  I  think,  a  dull  one,  but  that  it 
no  matter,  for  on  Tuesday  or  Wednetday  they  move  to 
one  in  the  Faubourg  St.  Honor6,  which  it  much  more 
cheerful  and  near  I'HAtel  de  I'Ambassade.  In  the 
meantime  I  am  installed  in  a  very  warm,  comfortable 
little  French  bedchamber  with  a  Gardtrobe,  etc.  etc., 
where  I  have  just  had  some  tea,  after  having  had  un 
M»  joU  pttil  iin»r  appriU  par  Mr.  Fitch«,  who,  to  my 
surprite,  I  find  perfectly  recovered  and  once  more  in- 
stalled as  their  cook.  I  have  already  had  a  long  talk 
with  Mrs.  Maidwell  about  Mantua-makers,  Milliners, 
bndttaes,  etc.  etc.,  and  tu-morrow  shall  first  set  about 
rigging  myself  and  then  you. 

I  have  no  time  to  write  to  you  about  my  journev 
now  it  is  over,  and  1  had  no  time  to  write  to  you  whik 
it  was  about.  The  cold  was  so  excessive  at  Dover,  on 
the  water,  at  Calais,  and  where  we  stopped  the  first 
night,  that  a  cold  in  my  head  which  i  felt  at  Sitting- 
bourne  was  so  completely  and  rapidly  developed  by  it  that 
the  first  night  after  Calais  I  had  a  violent  head-ache  and 
did  not  altogether  know  what  was  going  to  become  of 
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m«,  but  I  got  right  in  the  courie  of  the  next  day,  by  ■ 
hoi  bottl.  at  my  feet,  by  Rhub.rb.  Magnetic  .nd  by 
your  plan  o»  .tarving,  which  I  adhered  to  moil  .Iriclly. 
Such  a  woman  c  my  companion  I  >  Her  vulgarity  it 
nothing  m  comparnon  to  her  (oily  and  ignorance  •  the 
never  knew  for  two  minuten  togHl.er  what  ,he  wanted, 
and  iiMtead  of  managing  or  ai ranging  anylhin,;,  w»,  ». 
ihoughtleM  as  a  ,hild  of  five  year,  old.  However.  I 
cared  not,  knowing  how  icon  I  wa^  to  have  done  with 
her.  Indeed  it  it  vonderful  how  very  little  the  bored 
me  while  we  were  together  ;  which,  pray  tell  Mn.  Femey 
with  my  love,  that  the  may  be  convinced  of  the  possi- 
bility  of  my  travelling  to  Pari,  with  Mrs.  Price. 


Mtrndt^  Mtmimt.  Mmiik  4. 

I  was  here  interrupted  last  night  by  a  mesiage  from 
below,  saying  Lord  and  Lady  Hardwicke  were  returned, 
and  Udy  EliMbetl.  Stuart,  who  asked  if  .he  should 
come  up  to  me,  which  she  did,  and  we  were  a  quarter 
of  an  hour  together  alone  before  we  went  downstairs. 
She  looka  thin,  poor  soul  I  which  I  am  sure  I  can't 
wonder  at,  but  otherwise  alright  and  wall.  She  is 
Uuighted  at  my  coming  and  thinks  it  is  the  moment  of 
all  other,  in  which  I  shall  be  of  the  most  benefit  to 
Udy  Hardwicke.    Their  enquiries  after  you  have  been 

""J'i'u'"'*u'?'""'"'"'  ""■*  """'  "'<'  °'  y°"f  kindness, 
and  the  whole  thing  taken  up  in  the  way  you  could  wish. 
Su-  Charles  [Stuart]  came  in  from  the  Opera  to  take 
blizabeth  to  make  some  visits.  Lady  Hardwicke  says  she 
has  hardly  seen  such  a  kindly  smile  on  his  face  as  when 
lie  met  me.  You  may  guess  I  shall  take  care  to  keep  on 
a  right  fooUng  with  them  on  every  account.  They  went 
away  ,n  less  than  half  an  hour  and  »«  went  to  bed,  or 
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ralhtr  ufMtairt,  (or  o(  coura*  Lady  Hwdwiek*  and  I  had 
anolhar  long  talk.  Dear  Soul,  I  pity  her  heartily  (or  ail 
the  hai  auffered  here,  altho'  the  now  hopes  and  believaa 
all  will  go  well. 

According  to  my  laudable  cuttom  In  a  new  place  I 
have  slept  very  little,  bu*  t  have  nothing  wrong  about 
the  head,  and  my  cold  (aet  going  off.  Eliiabeth  told  ui 
lait  night  that  a  menenger  was  going  off  to^y  with  the 
Russian  Ratification  o(  something  or  other,  which,  being 
a  bulky  concern,  the  could  put  something  else  along 
with  it,  and  i(  I  get  out  in  the  course  o(  this  morning 
with  Lady  Hardwicke  I  will  see  and  add  some  little 
Mcrst  trtieU  to  the  Tr$aty  (or  you.  At  all  events  the 
letter  will  go  by  thii  occasion.  But,  while  I  think  o(  it, 
let  me  tell  you,  that  i(  ever  you  want  to  write  to  ma  in  a 
hurry,  let  it  be  by  the  common  pott,  lor  the  re(ugees 
(rom  hence  very  o(ten  go  rouml  by  the  Army  at 
Cambray,  which  delays  their  arrival  3  or  4  days. 
However,  in  a  common  way  write  by  them,  because  it 
will  save  both  your  money  and  mine,  and  allow  us  to 
write  as  long  letters  as  we  please. 

As  to  all  my  letters,  and  all  my  visits,  and  all  my 
commistioni  here,  I  shall  take  them  very  leisurely  and 
endeavour  to  enjoy  the  sort  o(  quiet  which  I  think  one 
o(  the  great  charm*  o(  a  Paris  li(e — doing  whatever  I 
can  with  and  (or  Lady  Hardwicke.  My  journal,  Ihere- 
(ore,  to  you,  which  i  shall  begin  this  day,  will  o(ten,  I 
dare  say,  be  much  less  interesting  than  you  expect,  and 
you  may  perhapi.  think  me  very  dull  and  doing  nothing 
when  I  am  spending  my  time  most  agreeably.  Read  as 
much  o(  my  letter  to  dear  Aunt  Anne  as  you  please.  I 
know  she  will  not  think  me  over  vain  (or  boasting  o(  my 
kind  reception,  and  I  am  sure  we  owe  her  all  due  com- 
munication o(  letters.  1  will  try  and  write  a  (ew  lines  to 
Mrs.  D[amer]  by  this  messenger.  H«  goes  straight  to 
England,  and,  H  he  has  any  luck  in  wind,  you  will  get 
this  on  Thursday  morning,  at  latest.    I  am  longing  to 
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hw  from  you  and  aty  Ptthtr,  on  wl  om  i«rt«iolv  my 
chid  wHUty  will  m  durinK  my  »b«T  e«.  For  m«eir 
Uktn  lififly,  my  age  makct  roc  lect  a »,  it  or  indcpan. 
d«nl  indWfftnc.,  which  ii  my  tucfui  ;.nd  ,eavn  one 
much  at  litMrty  to  enjoy,  a*  far  at  one  ■•  able,  what  (alli  in 
ma  i  way.  Thoae  itupkl  J*rice»  art  not  at  the  violel  de 
Grand  ItoUticr  whart  they  hart  an  apartm«n>  taken 
lor  them,  and  are  gone  to  toiue  other  hotel,  I  know  not 
where,  and  my  cloathe*  alon^  with  them,  which  I  know 
not  where  to  icnd  for  them  and  which  they  havu  not 
had  the  wit  to  aend  to  me  to^ay,  »o  ih  t  f  am  literatlv 
dretaed  in  a  Capotte  and  frill  and  Bonnet  of  Udy 
Hardwicke'i,  and  shall  not  i^  Me  to  go  and  dine  with 
Eliiabeth  unleaa  I  can  contrive  to  hiid  them  out  in  lime 
to  get  my  thingi  which  are  in  my  leather  l-at-bag  and 
the  teat  of  their  curricle.  Ward  it  here  and  they  ay 
hat  mounted  a  mittn  i.  Don't  tell  Mra.  Tigh<-  And  I 
taw  Lord  Roiebery '  m  the  street  aa  I  arrived,  which  b 
all  I  know  at  present  of  the  BuU  family  here. 

Monday  nigMi,  10  oefoe*.— Eliiabeth  came  and  too* 
me  out  to  two  Silk  houset  where  I  bought  two  Gauxe 
Handkerchiefi  for  yon,  which  the  metsenger  carriet  to- 
night 1  think  they  are  pretty  and  will  do  for  your  head. 
If  you  thould  not  like  them,  you  may  tell  them  for  7s. 
apiece  and  pocket  4A  by  the  bargain,  for  they  cost 
8  frt.  apiece.  Tell  me  if  they  are  the  tort  of  thing  you 
mean.  They  are  just  now  coming  in  to  be  much  the 
fashion  here  for  the  head.  In  the  meantime,  thank 
Heaven,  they  wear  very  much  and  generally  that  which 
it  the  best  of  all  fashions  for  me.  I  have  bought  for 
myself  a  white  satin,  which  they  advite  me  to  make  up 
at  first  without  my  tulle  over  it.  It  it  a  very  handtome 
one  at  8  frt.  a  yard. 

With  great  difficulty  I  found  out  where  the  Price* 

'  AteUtMid  John  PrlntoM,  (nuth  Eul  of  RoMlwn  <i;l]-iM(i.    h. 
|att«d«|  to  lb.  Utk  III  H14,  «d  WM  hlMir  n«M<M  by  bl.  |n«d«,. 
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had  lodged  themselves,  and  was  obliged  to  tend  for  my 
things,  which  came  so  late  that  I  should  have  been 
hurried  to  death,  if  I  had  been  obliged  to  put  them  on,  but 
on  the  contrary  Lady  Hardwicke  and  Elizabeth  both  in- 
sisted on  my  going  to  dinner  in  her  Capotte  and  a  white 
hat  which  she  lent  me.  So  as  they  were  satisfied  I  was, 
and  away  I  went  with  them  to  dinner  at  the  Ambassador's. 
There  was  literally  nobody  but  ourselves,  Peter  Stuart 
(Lord  Bute's  brother)  and  George  Dawson,  his  two 
satellites.  The  house  is  magnificent  and  Elizabeth  very 
properly  at  home  in  it. 

Soon  after  9,  while  we  were  there,  the  Post  arrived 
from  England.  The  basket  of  letters  was  brought  in, 
and  among  them  I  had  the  comfort  of  finding  yours, 
which  certainly  it  is  very  agreeable  to  receive  thus  d  la 
premiire  main.  Your  poor  head  I  know  too  well  how 
to  pity.  Dear  Charlotte's  visit  would  do  for  it  com- 
pleatly.  But  there  are  people  whom  in  sickness  or  in 
health  one  would  always  rather  see  than  not  see,  and 
she  in  distress  too  ;  good  cheerful  soul !  is  certainly  one 
of  them.  I  have  written  to  Mrs.  Damer  by  this 
messenger,  and  now  farewell  for  this  time.  You  shall 
not  want  my  letters.  It  is  the  least  I  can  do  for  you.  I 
hope  to-morrow  to  go  to  the  Theatre,  but  sufficient  for 
the  day  is  the  employment  thereof.  Farewell  and 
Heaven  bless  you.' 


Mary  Berry  to  Agnes  Berry 

Paris,  fVtdimi/itf,  March  6,  i8lS. 
Yesterday  morning  I  took  the  carriage  and  set  out 
making  some  visits  to  those  for  whom  I  brought  letters, 
as  1  found  it  was  already  known  the  important  event  of 
my  arrival  in  Paris.  I  called  on  Madame  Moreau, 
Madame  Greffulhes,  Lady  Cahir,  all  of  whom  I  did 
'  Add.  MSS.  377S7.  f.  ;8. 
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from  whom  I  have  already  had  a  most  emiressi  note 
«y.ng  she  went  into  the  country  for  two  7three  davl' 
yesterday,  but  longed  to  be  back  to  see  me.    The  liX' 

best  style  of  Parisian  modern  eUgance.  which  supposes  a 
deanhnes,  and  tidiness  about  everything  unknown  ,0 
"^e.r  former  magnificence.    She  was  delightedTo  see 

Te  Ln„  ZV^",  "°"''*  «»•  °"'  '*°  ""--ds,  turned  to 
in  th^^Z  '''^'»'=1"«y  'or  i^ttempting  to  light  a  fire 
in  the  piice  m  which  we  were  instead  of  showing  ut 
into  the  Boudoir.  In  short  it  is  a  little,  coM,  pr°m  K 
hmg,  hke  .ts  voice,  which  one  can  well  pa  don  ineseU 
or  making  use  of,  and  being  civil  to,  without  e"hJr 
.kmg  or  car,ng  for.    She  is  to  come  and  lake  me  ou[ 

»^/\'''  °"'  "'"^"'^  '°  "O"*  shops  but  Ld* 
Hardwcke  and  Elizabeth  have  both  warned  me  no?  .n 
put  myself  too  much  in  her  power,  to  they  like  us 
don't  think  her  taste  at  all  perfec  and  she  i,  most' 
despotic  in  her  ideas  of  it.  °'' 

The  Mantua-maker,  who  made  our  Blue  Gowns  has 
work«I  much  for  them  and  is,  I  think,  a  very  ^  on. 
I  have  a  ready  had  her  here  this  morning  and  given  her' 
my  pophn  to  make,  to  show  the  little  Moreau  that  ?  Sn 
start  a  httle  for  myself .     But  to  my  journal. 

^,i,A,^L^  ^t^  "*  P'"°"^  ^""^  °f  «'hose  measure 
we  had  httle  notion  in  London.    They  are  magnificTn"  v 

nKrsrFr;nct"  ""'  ""  ""'^^'^  "^  the^'fy^bt^ 

which  I  declined  from  not  knowing  anything  of  lldv 

Wednld  ''"""^^■"''"•'-  «"'  'heyarJathom  etry 
Wednesday  evemng  with  all  the  very  best  society  o^ 
Paris,  and  there  I  shall  make  my  rf^ji  to-night  in  the 
'X^l"j;'  '"'  ^"'-^^  "="  «  '^  ="'"'- at 
Elizabeth  says  Sir  Charles  [Stuart]  has  been  already 
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asking  when  I  meant  to  come  out.  Whenever  it  is  I 
should  be  sorry  (in  spite  of  my  own  insignificance)  that 
it  should  not  be  convenabUment  as  hi$  and  Iheir  friends, 
therefore  I  am  rigging  myself  up  as  'ast  as  ever  I  can. 
I  have  lived,  yes,  literally  lived,  in  a  black  Reps  Pelisse 
of  Lady  Hardwicke's,  which  one  may  wear  from  morning 
to  night  in  this  place,  and  with  a  large  Bonnet  go 
anywhere  except  to  great  dinners  and  evening  parties ; 
and  in  this  dress  with  a  white  burrowed  hat  I  was  last 
night  for  a  moment  at  the  Opera. 

But  to  go  on  with  my  journal,  from  which  I  find  I  have 
taken  too  long  excursions  into  the  region  of  dress,  but 
these  will  be  soon  less  in  my  way  and  my  thoughts  than 
at  present.  As  soon  as  I  returned  from  my  visits  I 
received  one  from  Mrs.  Mason,  who  was  more  than  glad 
to  see  me.  She  likes  Paris  much  and  has  got  into  a 
good  deal  of  French  society.  The  Hardwickes  have  seen 
them  often  and  like  them  much,  both  he  and  she.  Lord 
Hardwicke  and  Sir  Charles  dined  at  a  great  dinner  at  the 
Due  de  Richelieu,  and  Lady  Hardwicke  and  I  with 
Elizabeth  and  the  three  young  inmates  of  the  house, 
George  Dawson,  Peter  Stuart,  and  young  Doctor  Lee, 
whose  name  I  have  not  yet  got.  Before  we  left  the  Hotel 
de  I'Ambassade  they  returned  from  their  great  dinner, 
and  after  some  parlage  Lord  and  Lady  Hardwicke  and 
Sir  Charles  and  I  went  to  the  Opera  and  Elizabeth  to  *he 
triste  business  of  making  a  number  of  evening  visits  to 
all  the  Grandee  Ladies,  who  had  come  to  the  two  Soiries 
which  took  place  last  week  chez  elU,  and  which  Sir  Charles 
makes  a  great  point  of  her  returning  in  person,  as  a  great 
many  French  ladies  de  la  premise  voUe,  many  more  than 
were  expected,  made  their  appearance, cA«2 1'Ambassadrice, 
who,  I  assure  you,  everybody  unites  in  saying  had  the 
most  par/ait  succh  both  on  her  presentation  and  wher- 
ever she  has  made  her  appearance  since,  particularly  at 
her  own  House,  wheri  she  received  and  spoke  to  every- 
body at  the  door,  which  has  not  been  the  custom  here. 
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•""  S'-  "O"""*  No.  99,  Tkur,^.,. 

.h„T*  >'"*"''»y  changed   o»r   house.    The  day  wa, 

o  m.,.°h  "'"•  r''.  ^"y  Hardwicke  ,o  very  unwe    w^h 
so  much  cough  of  irritation  that  I  felt  quite  uneasv  a. 

at  ,  Trt'    ""*':"•  *•■'"  *•  ■'"  ''•  other  ho'u'e 
at  so  clock  we  set  her  down  at  the  Ambassadors  and 

a^ef  th^fi    '"''  Ti  '  "■"'  °"  •"  'he  house  to  look 
after  the  fires  and  the  chairs  and  tables,  and  returned 

were?e,t  ""'.r'"  ^"  '""  ^""''*"'  ^^ile  the  serTnts 
were  settlmg  themselves  here.  Nor  did  we  stir  fuHher 
n  the  evening.  Poor  Elizabeth  had  got  so  bid  . 
fevensh  cold  and  inflammation  in  one  of^her  eyes  fhat 
her  gomg  out  was  out  of  the  question.     Ditto  Lady 

two  hTut'of  the  r  "  '='"«--'-"»'  ">y  n.ornrng^''2 
iwo  hours  of  the  Moreau  voice  screaming  up  the  rattle 

to  S;  ttom  fo'o'''  T 1  n  ""'"= «''" ''  -  «-" 

stay  at  home  too,  and  get  to  bed  early. 

Th,s  house  is  one  of  the  Hotel  Dor6  of  old  times 

cTrderh  ^"■^'■'''^^'^''  *hich  opens  into  a  arge 
garden,  havmg  a  door  to  the  Champs  Ely:«es.  But  the 
weather  has  been  so  abominable,  such  perpe  ual  tor  en,s 
of  ram  and  blasts  of  wind  ever  since  the  day  I  got  he?I 

beaut  s'of'""'""""/':-  '°  "^"""'y  appreciate  the 
Deaut.es  of  a  situation,  except  as  being  perfect 

repose  and  country,  in  the  most  frequented  fart  of  a 
^reat  town.  My  bedroom  and  Emma's,  next  to  me  is 
■n  a  wing,  and  will  be  very  comfortabU  when  wTget 

whi^h  are  t"  "  "  "T"  "'''  '"'''  "^  ^"y^'S^. 
wh  ch  are  to   me  great  comforts.    Before   I   proceed 

worked  t  .'  '""  "°*  '^"'""^  ""  ""»  °f  the  fine 

worked  muslin  she  contrived  to  send  me,  and  that  the 
man  who  brought  them  offers  to  take  back  anyth  ne 
ht  le  on  Tuesday  or  Wednesday.  Well  I  saw,  and  Udy 
Hardwicke  too,  gu'il  fallaU  Hen  passer  par  la  Morea^Z 
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part  di  nudes,  so  I  made  up  my  mind,  and  what  w^i 
much  worse  my  purse,  to  letting  her  advise  me  in 
ordering  a  Riding  Coat ;  that  i«,  what  we  call  a  Peliss* 
without  wadding,  which  is  absolutely  necessary  to  wear 
here  of  a  morning  (and  indeed  all  day,  if  you  choose) 
to  avoid  too  many  white  gowns.    Mine  is  a  Reps  o(  a 
queer  coloured  biL      -f  which  I  will  pop  a  pattern  into 
this  letter.     Then   we  proceeded  to  a   certain   Mile. 
Phanie  for  a  capoUe,  Anglici,  a  Bonnet.    Mine  is  of 
white  crape  and   satin  with  a  tigt  of  Jacc.inthus  and 
Narcijses  which  if  to  cost  me  50  francs,  Anglici,  2 
guineas.     But  the  Moreau  is  persuaded  que  ;«  ferai 
sensation,  I  shall  be  so  perfectly  dressed  for  the  morning, 
including,  as   I   said  before,  the    possibility  of   going 
anywhere  in  the  world,  extept  to  a  Ball  in  the  evening. 
So  much  for  toilette,  of  which  you  must  submit  to  hear 
perhaps  again  and  again,  and  only  comfort  yourself  with 
thinking  how  much  less   I  can  torment  you  on  the 
subject  than  if  you  were  here.    The  trial  of  Robert 
Wilson,»  etc.,  they  say  comes  on  this  week.    If  women  go 
to  the  trials  i  la  cour  d'Assisses  which  I  have  been 
assured  they  do,  1  shall  take  ^are  to  be  one  of  the 
audience.     He  is  to  be  tried  for  high  treason  and  they 
say  strong  circumstances  have  come  out  whi;h  make 
his  case   worse  than  it  was  expected.    One  certainly, 
very  dishonourable  (as  /  understand  the  word),  is  too 
true  which  was  denied  in  Enghiid,  his  having  asked 
Sir  Charles  for  two  passports,  one  for  his  brother-in-law 
and  another  for  a  Major  Losack.    The  first  he  used  for 

'  Genetnl  Sir  Robtrt  Thomw  Wilwn  (l777-"849),  with  the  uiUtucc  of 
Michael  Bruce  and  CapUin  John  Hely-Hutchinson  (afterwaidi  third  Earl  of 
Donoughmore),  contrived  the  escape  on  January  lo,  1816,  from  a  Paris  prison 
of  Count  Lavalette,  who  had  been  condemned  to  death.  WiUon  sent  an 
account  of  this  daring  adrenture  to  Lord  Grey,  but  the  letter  was  intercepted, 
and  the  thre<  Englishmen  arrested  in  Paris  on  January  13.  The  trial  began 
on  April  2,  and  on  the  24th  they  were  sentenced  to  three  months'  imprison- 
ment. The  Duke  of  Vork,  as  commander-in-chief,  severely  censured  the 
two  officers. 
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himiel/ and  the  second  for  I_ivaU»»«     -Pk; 

co",ul",lf,„    .   "  T"^""""'"'  •"d  'o  hi^  'vocal  after  a 
my  letters  as  you  pleTse  tnV.t       J  u  '  ?'  """=''  "'• 

s,!';::'"'  ^"'"' ""'  '"•"'  "^  "■  '"'"B  --p.-.™  of  ud,  „«„ 

return  Of  L.„.p;,r-^rl-„"„rorw:,  „'''■'  ^'T  "'"l*^"  °"  "■ 
'he  B.,„„  .«  cnndemnld  ,0  dlh    .  '''^°'""'  Li"",.,  but 


f   !*( 


ilr 


ly 


I: 


J«» 


BERRY   PAPERS 


I  made  Mr>.  Mason  carry  me  to  the  manlua-maker'i 
and  some  other  place*,  and  when  I  Kot  home  i  found 
Ward  and  Lord  Roieberry  with  Lady  Hardwickc,  and 
Ward  was  in  such  hi({h  feather  and  so  glad  to  see  me 
and  so  questioning  about  England  that  I  delayed  dressing 
till  too  late  and  was  hurried.  Lady  Hardwicke  saved 
herself  from  dining  here,  but  insisted  on  my  doing  so 
with  [some]  people,  all  men  but  »  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mener, 
the  Consul  and  his  wife.  I  am,  therefore,  soling  my 
letter  here  at  a  side  table  with  all  the  folks  in  the  room. 
We  dined  too  late  for  the  Play,  so  Dial  pleasure  is  re- 
lerved  lor  another  day,  and  1  shall  not  go  to  the  Spanish 
Ambassador's  if  I  can  help  it.  No  headache  yet,  but 
my  nose  from  my  cold  remains  as  troublesome  as  yours. 
And  now,  once  more  farewell  and  Heaven  bless  you. 
The  Ambassadorial  pens  are  intolerable.  The  English- 
men are  not  to  be  tried  till  the  end  of  this  month.  Say 
if  thi  re  is  any  little  thing  you  want,  as  I  can  send  it  by 
the  Messengers.  But  keep  your  counsel.  God  bless 
you.' 


Mary  Berry  to  Agnes  Berry 

No.  99  Rub  db  Faubouko  St.  HomokI 
Paris,  U^tJmtda/,  Mmrtk  ij,  1816. 

To  begin  with  business.  Have  you  received  a  little 
packet  from  the  Office  containing  a  Gauze  Gown  for 
dear  Caroline  and  your  white  tulle  and  some  pattern.t, 
on  which  Mt's  is  the  commentary  which  ought  to  have 
been  put  in  with  them,  as  well  as  the  letter  to  Caroiiiie, 
but  it  was  all  done  in  such  a  hurry  that  there  was  no 
help  for  it.  1'he  pattern  of  lace  is  the  French  work, 
which  I  really  think  so  beautiful  as  to  be  not  at  all 
distinguishable  from  real  on  trimmings  &c.  It  costs 
7  francs  10  sous  (6  shillings  and  2d.  a  y  .d).  The  silks 
were  three  {ilUgihUI  at  the  same  price,  6/2d .  a  French 

>  Add.  MSS.  37737,  f.  83. 
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||...  «  ...  «y.  5  irZT'Z  :r,tut6  '"SIvT"' 
h.vc.mindror,nyoflh,n,.      ""'"  y""'    S.y  if  you 

i„.  J'"  ..>*""'"•    ""^P'    °"«    ''"gl*    d«v.    hu    l».n 
fj"-  ...   r*  .„d  p  «k  ,h™    .""L," -hS 

(.'  one  ha,  Mr.ngth)  to  go  to  ,  Theu.re  first.         '^      "* 
W     «   *?'  '  "  ""y  J°""»'     '»•  Saturday  nicht  ? 
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»nd  rrom  Ihal  moment  ftll  myMlf  ill,  havinu  wnkcii 
perfectly  well.  I  allerwardu  went  and  tnadc  lome  vltitt 
with  Udy  Hardwicke  to  Mmc.  dc  la  lourdupin  (MiM 
Uoylc'i  Honorine)  who,  ■»  Gray  laid,  waa  very  Klad  to 
NC  me,  aa  I  her.  She  U  a  heavy  looking  Mr».  li.  Lambe 
on  a  Pedculai,  near  6  feet  hi|{h.  I  then  called  on  our 
poor  little  Fie ury,  who  l»  livinK  in  a  corner  of  the  great 
lioti'l  de  Bcauvain  very  near  im  but  the  did  not  receive 
me.  I  called  too  (tril  Caroline)  on  the  Vicomteane  de 
Vaudrcuit  at  the  Hotrl  de  Caramany,'  on  the  r«-i<#. 
cM^uttii  of  which  Hotel  i»  lodged,  who  do  you  think  but 
the  BaaU  with  her  Ueneral  and  her  ion  ttill  in  a  high  •tale 
of  education  f  And  tlir  Baall  here  i»  thought  exceeding 
good  company,  receive*  all  the  very  be«l  French  toclety, 
gives  dinneri  and  BalU,  and  who  hut  the  HaaU  haa  even 
had  the  honour  of  being  luapected  of  lieing  nh  p*H  librt 
4»ni  MI  prtHciptt  for  having  given  a  Hall  in  Lent  at 
which  the  King  requaaled  the  Due  de  Iterri  would  avoid 
appearing ! 

In  the  evening  I  went  with  them  and  Eliiabeth  to 
the  Ducheate  de  Courlande  (Mias  White'i  Date.).  She 
had  the  most  beautiful  Hotel  I  f  avr  ,«t  teen  in  Parit, 
magnificently  meubU  with  ever>  lort  of  rtcMtrM,  ar.rf  \» 
hertelf  a  ttill  young  looking,  ladylike,  affected  tort  of 
a  Grtmlt  Dam*.  There  were  few  people  there.  Amont; 
that  lew  the  Combrrmeres  and  Mri.  Jackton,  jutt  as 
much  dretsed  at  ever,  and  looking  all  the  better  for  her 
widowhood,  of  which  the  hat  lott  every  outward  visible 
tign.  Without  being  potitively  ill,  I  fell  mytelf  incapable 
of  any  exertion,  and  was  very  glad  to  get  home  and  to 
bed  and  to  warmth,  which  I  had  never  been  able  to 
recover  the  whole  day.  Next  day  I  waked  with  one  of 
my  wortt  attacki.  Detaili  are  neediest  God  knows  !  to 
you.  I  never  left  my  bed  till  5  o'clock  at  night  and  then 
was  hardly  alive.  However,  1  saw  Elizabeth  cha  moi 
for  a  few  minutes  at  her  return  from  Court  in  all  her 

'  Rm  Si.  Oomlniqiit,  f«ubouti[  Si.  Gtrniun.  Ihc  Bfltith  Lagmtion  in  1801  .i 
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beamy  .tones,  and  remarkably  well  ,he  looked,  I  a„ure 
r,l  J  'hink  nobody  could  have  called  her  plain,  and 
remarkably  the  look  of  a  Gentlewoman.    Her  succew 

Z\TX:r!r\'- '''"'''' '°"-^'''''^"^^^' 
nas  already  more  French  acquaintance  than  I  dare  be 

o7TaVv"^.'^"«'"!'  A'»'»'"d^'^»  has  had  since  th'  davt 
of  Udy  btormont  or  any  other  one  else.    All  the  lies 

lo,T„rr  '""  '"'°  '"""  °'  *''«  ^"8lish  paper,  about  he 
losmg  her  earrmgs,  or  her  shoe,  or  I  knoWnot  what  at 
her  presenfaton,  were  perfectly  false;  never  anything 
passed  ,0  well,  without  anything  more  than  a  propef 
timidity  on  her  part.  ^    *^ 

anv'acTuJ^l""  ^"^"u'l  ^""''"y^  ■»"=»•  "«""•  ^ifout 

hour,  r    '"T  ''"'  ^"^  ""  ""  *«^"»  which  ten 

rel  ned  cuTJ,  '"^  "'"""'^  P^""""''  «"«»  therefore 
remained  quietly  ,n  my  own  comfortable  room  all  the 

morm^seeing  nobody.  I  was  well  enough  to  dine  '^ 
^H  .  "f.  ^^  "='^dwicke,  and  in  the  evening  he 
Uuchenois,  Mile.  George  and  Talma  in  Aga  and  the 
m^^  /f  *";  ^'"'S''  ''"h  what  little  ktigue  on 
my  part  when  I  tell  you  I  went  in  Mrs.  Palmer's ToveW 
grey  Douillette  which  .  had  worn  all  day  and  my  bS 

B^aI  ^  n  ''"""  ="■  '""  ^'"'«>  "  needful 
m«  h^'l  \  '"'""'"^°^''  ^°^  '"  f'^>"?°i''  is  a  snug 
little  hole  where  indeed  only  two  people  can  see  we"f 

were  home  by  eleven  o'clock,  had  some  tea,  and  I  am 
quite  well  again  this  morning.  But  this  severe  attach 
ionn,  a  p,n,„,  and  shows  me  that  I  must  avoid  fat^^ue 
and  cold,  which  is  all  I  think  I  have  to  dread  ^ 

sayaUttiroTr'jh'*"^  ^'°''t'  "^  ""^  J°"^"="'  '  ">"'« 
Xenci  t  *t  »  :i'  ^•'"  "  '"y»«'''  altho- still  with 
alTr  I  *  ""''  ''"•  '  ^''^  »°  w«"  'wo  days 
to^t^e  L''&"«,«°*  f^"  '"-"^  °*  'he  plagues  o 
toilette  &c.  &c.,  I  wrote  to  Florian  to  come  and  seo 
me  and  called,  a,  I  have  told  you,  on  some  of  my 
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French  friends.  Florian  called  the  very  next  day  while 
I  was  laying  almost  senseless  on  my  Bed,  yet  I  could 
not  help  an  internal  smile  when  Emma  said  Mr. 
Kircaldy  had  called,  so  had  Mme.  de  Fleury  and  the 
Moreau.  However,  I  have  written  notes  to  the  two 
first,  and  yesterday  I  saw  the  last  who  had  proposed 
to  me  for  the  day  before  a  petit  diner  chez  elU  et  lei 
spectacles  des  Boulevards  le  soir,  which  I  should  have 
liked  much.  Now  1  must  tell  you  that  the  Due  de 
Richelieu  not  only  claims  my  acquaintance  but  Sir 
Charles  says  he  had  never  heard  him  say  so  much 
of  any  one  as  of  me.  To-morrow  I  dine  at  a  great 
dinner  at  Pozzo  di  Borgo,  now  the  Russian  Ambassador 
here,  who  likewise  acknowledges  and  asks  me  as  an 
old  acquaintance.  There  I  shall  probably  meet  the 
Due  de  Richelieu,  and  at  all  events  I  shall  dine  with 
him  either  on  Saturday  or  Monday  at  the  Ambassador's, 
who  has  named  me  for  two  great  dinners  they  are 
going  to  give,  at  one  of  which  I  shall  see  Talleyrand 
and  all  the  Court  people,  and  at  the  other  all  the 
Diplomats.  The  Vicomtesse  de  Vaudemont  too  (with 
whom  poor  Fleury  used  to  live)  has  heard  from  her 
much  of  me  and  is  anxious  to  make  my  acquaintance. 
Lady  Hardwicke  likes  her  (the  Vaudemont)  very  much 
and  thinks  I  shall.  So  you  see  if  I  can  but  keep  well 
1  shall  have  occasion  to  see  all  I  could  wish  here.  Tell 
Mrs.  Damer,  with  my  love  and  thanks  for  her  letter 
of  the  8th,  which  I  received  yesterday,  that  I  had  al- 
ready sent  for  Barrels  and  saw  him  yesterday.  He  is 
as  mad  as  Bedlam  on  the  subject  of  Politics  and  conse- 
quently very  entertaining.  He  has  promised  to  come 
to  me  often  of  a  morning,  and  to  bring  me  a  sight  of 
all  the  forbidden  political  Books.  I  receive  chex  mot, 
so  I  can  make  him  say  everything.  I  doubt  being 
able  to  write  to  Mrs.  Damer  by  to-morrow's  courier. 
I  will  if  I  can,  but  I  know  she  would  be  the  last  person 
willing  to  hurry  me  to  death. 
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Tkundajf  Mtrntmr,  Mtnk  14. 

I  am  finishing  my  dispatchei  before  brealtfast  for 
fear  of  inferruptlon,  as  the  Courier  goes  to-nijjht  and 
we  dine  at  the  early  hour  of  J  past  5.     Lord  and  Udy 
Hardwicke  and  I   were  last  night  at  the  Variit^s  and 
saw  my  old  acquaintance  Bennet  and  the  now  more 
famed  Poitier  in  two  parts.     He  is  very  excellent,  Nature 
itself,  so  that  it  is  impossible  to  believe  yourself  at 
the  Theatre.     Of  the  pieces   I  own   I  thought  little, 
they   would   very   soon    tire  and    disgust  one.     The 
Chef  des  Brigandes  which  I  had  heard  is  very  good 
IS   no    other    than   Bobinet   the   Bandit   and    I    think 
Liston  makes  more  of  it  than   Bennet.    But  we  are 
to   go   again   to   the  Variit^    some   night   when   Sir 
Charles  is  to  order  all  the  best  pieces.     I  say  a//,  for 
they  generally  give  four  of  a  night.    To  the  Theatre 
Franjais   I   shall  go  oftenest ;   there  one  is   sure   of 
being  really  interested  and  entertained.     Luckily  Lady 
Hardwicke  loves  it  of  all  things,  and  I  have  not  yet 
seen   Mile.  Mars.    Froia  the  Play  we  returned  home 
at  very  near  eleven,  got  some  tea,  changed  our  dress 
and  went  to  the  Greffulhes'  who  receive  every  Wednesday 
evening,  and  we  were  not  at  all  too  late.    Their  house 
IS  magnificent ;  it  was   Lavay's  (the  Due  de  Rovigo) 
to   whom   Bonaparte  gave   un  beau   matin  a   million 
U:40,ooo)  to  buy  and  furnish  the  house.    That's  what 
you  call  a  pie,  agreeable  Government,  when  the  Sovereign 
can  give  you  or  me  or  anybody  he  pleases  forty  or 
fifty  thousand   pounds  out  of  the  public  funds   and 
nobody  say  Bo !  to  him  for  so  doing.    Yesterday  was 
the  second  fine  day  I  have  seen  here.    To-day  is  again 
damp,  rainy,  not  a  ray  of  sun  and  walking  impossible 
which  is  what  I  most  long  for.    George  Dawson  has 
very    civilly    offered    to    drive    me    anywhere    in    his 
cabriolet,  and   I  shall   accept  his   offer  some  day  to 
have  a  general  idea  of  all  the  new  buildings  begun  in 
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Parit.  Our  Englishmen's  trial  is  again  put  off  tin*  iit; 
whenever  it  takes  place  I  shall  be  there.  General  Boyer, 
you  would  see  by  the  papers,  was  sentenced  two  days 
ago  to  be  shot,  but  they  said  last  night  that  the 
punishnitnt  was  to  be  changed  to  deportation.  Of 
all  this,  however,  you  hear  nothing,  and  from  those  I 
live  with,  necessarily  perhaps  less  than  elsewhere,  so 
that  I  long  to  get  hold  of  people  whom  one  can  set 
talking.  1  have  got  a  note  and  a  measure  from  Lady 
Warren  to  get  her  a  Gown,  made  exactly  like  your 
white,  with  which  she  has  fallen  in  love.  Does  she 
mean  exactly  in  form  and  fashion  like  your  white? 
I  will  do  the  best  I  can  to  order,  but  can  do  nothing 
in  the  way  of  conveying  it  to  her,  or  indeed  anything 
that  cannot  take  the  form  of  a  packet  of  papers.  She 
says  she  has  paid  you  £7.  You  must  pay  it  into 
Coutts's  hands,  to  be  forwarded  to  me,  for  I  am  sorry 
to  say  everything,  even  silks  and  millinery,  which  used 
to  be  cheap  here,  are  almost  double  the  price  and 
every  little  thing  costs  money  as  it  does  in  England, 
which  formerly  used  not  to  be  the  case.  While  I 
am  on  the  subject  of  finance,  don't  let  me  forget  to 
answer  your  question  about  the  Taxes.  They  are  not 
due  till  after  the  5th  of  April  and  will  be  paid  out 
of  the  rent  of  little  Strawberry  Hill,  which  is  due  the 
J5th  of  this  month  and  which,  according  to  Mr.  Alderman 
[Wood's]  orders,  I  begged  you  to  desire  Hoper  duly 
to  demand  the  first  or  second  week  in  April.> 


Mary  Berry  to  Agnes  Berry 

Paris,  Friday  MtrniHg^  March  15,  1816. 

Our  dinner  yesterday  at  Pozzo  di  Borgo's,  which  was 
a  grand  formal  affair  given  to  I'Ambassador  d'Angleterre, 
consisted  of  26  persons,  including  himself  and  his  secre- 
'  Add.  MSS.  37727,  f.  86. 
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t»ry.  I  shrill  .end  you  a  list  of  iheir  names  which  I 
nude  out  after  I  came  home,  a.  they  were  almost  all 

French]  people.    You  would  have  Jen  de  igh^d  wi^ 

?n  r  ■i""''  ?'  ■' '''  '""'  '>«'"  '•"PPy  10  be  carried  Uck 
Lv  me  l!2'  °'  '"'.  ^'""'■-  "•  '•'^  "«  -'"  dinner  , at 
timeT  ;i^  r'  ""•  '«."::■  *^"°^  -"y  '"'"''  ha"  »  dozen 
gay  m  Company.  He  is  very  much  like  what  he  was 
as  a  young  mar.  very  thin,  very  good-looking,  singularly 

lver\^eaTV^T^«''y  "="''  ''^  ™-h  -rled' 
?!S  .  .  "'  ""''*''  »"""  y°"  with  great  kindness 
and  .ns.sted  on  coming  to  see  me.    This  he  may  n^v" 

talked'T  °,  ""'."'^i  '•  ""  '"'«  '"'  •'''•  '"«  intention,     h" 
Ulked  freely  of  affairs  and  not  in  a  very  consolatory 
manner,  fears  that  France  is  not  at  the  end  o°her  ev°  s 
nor  Europe  very  likev  to  enjoy  peace.    One  couL'o  i 
as  you  may  suppose,  much  develop  these  ideas  at  a 
dinner  but  I  shall  be  very  glad  to  meet  him  aga"      He 
W.1I  not  be  at  Sir  Charles  [Stuart]-s  to-morrow"  for  t"it 
dmner  at  Po«o's  was  a  mixture  of  the  two  Dar«el 
"III    -'"    f-    "y   .he    list.     TalleyrLd    anf  he 
Marshal,,  and    he  Due  de  Richelieu  and  some  other 
of  the  present  Mmistry,  whereas  Sir  Charles  is  not  ,0 
m.x  them  but  to  have  Talleyrand  and  all  hil  sefto 
morrow   and    the    others  another    day.      Tanevrind 
could  you  see  him  !  such  a  mass  of  moral  aid  5,'^! 
corruption  as  he  appears  in  my  eyes  inspires  me  wW. 

7rTT,  "  f  '■■°""'"^'  with  which'^l  look  up  t^ 
great  m.nds  and  great  exertions  that  I  should  be  ver^ 
sorry  to  be  obliged  to  express  what  I  feel  for  him  H^ 
S/"^'","'J"    '=°'"P*"y  »'  ''"y  time  and  "r 

Derhan?r  '  'T'^'"  ''^  '""'y  y^^'^^^-y-  To-morrow 
perhaps  he  may  be  m  better  humour.  Madame  r,/Z 
M]  IS  Robert's  friend,  to  whom  I  made  myseTf  known 

received.      M.   dOrmond,   whom   we   are  to    have   in 
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London,  ii  like  an  old  thin  white  moth.  She  wm,  I 
remember,  in  old  day*  a  (at  bUutaid*  woman  with  a 
•orf  of  dry  (civil)  manners.  Her  (at  ii  gone,  but  her 
[ilUgibU]  and  her  dryness  remain.  I  might  have  gone 
to  a  Ball  at  Madame  [iUegibU]  last  night,  had  I  asked 
Poiio  to  present  me  there,  but  I  did  not  care  for  it, 
and  was  as  well  pleased  to  come  home  here  at  to 
o'clock.  But  Lady  Hardwicke  is  quite  angry  at  herself 
for  not  having  insisted  on  my  going,  as  she  says  the  Ball 
was  very  pretty  and  a  number  of  people  there  worth 
seeing.  I  am  much  better  pleased  to  be  going  to-night 
comfortably  to  see  Mile.  Mars,  as  we  dine  at  home  and 
are  not  going  further  in  the  evening,  and  I  think  the 
Ball  yesterday,  ifter  the  vaU  dinner,  would  have  been 
too  much  for  me. 

I  have  again  missed  Florian  and  Madame  de  Fleury, 
which  provokes  me.  I  am  going  this  morning  for 
money  to  Perregaux,  the  first  I  have  drawn  for,  and 
have  got  Mrs.  Mason  to  go  with  me.  The  weather  is 
beginning  to  be  good  and  I  was  yesterday  out  on  foot, 
which  you  know  is  my  delight.  We  had  a  walk  in  the 
Ambassador's  garden,  which  is  delightful  and  like  our 
own,  opens  into  ihe  Champs  Elysies.  There  one  sees 
a  great  many  of  the  trees  [destroyed]  by  Austrian  and 
English  Cavalry,  but  they  are  carefully  plnnting  others 
wherever  a  tree  has  been  injured,  and  thi»  is,  as  far  as 
I  have  yet  seen  the  only  digit  of  the  foreign  troops 
perceiveable,  but  they  say  the  Bois  du  Boulogne  is  almost 
entirely  laid  waste. 

Saturday  morning.— The  day  after  the  16th  March.  1 
don't  like  its  own  particular  number.  But  I  have  got 
up  without  the  least  headache  and  am  very  grateful  for 
it.  Well,  Mile.  Mars  is  not  Mile.  Coutat.  I  have  no 
doubt  I  shall  think  her  as  perfect  an  actress  as  all  the 
rest  of  the  world  do.  But  her  countenance  and  the 
first  look  of  her  disappointed  me.  It  is  an  intelligent 
but  a  vulgarish  face,  not  cacheU  by  any  real   Beauty. 


TAl.l.KVkA\ri 
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l^th^^  'i°°  '  "'°""*  """''  *"•  "««  very  f.vourabl. 

ceived.  Bui  what  a  perfect  thing  h  French  Comcdv  r 
The  repre^ntation.  of  Mr  life  Ind  /*«>  JunneT.  are 
«o  perfectly  natural  that  all  idea  of  a  ??e.t«  wnUhe.! 
ac^ono^V'""  "'""='•  more  convertation  ?nd  l«, 

"^g   o  th..r  family  arrangement..    1  long  to  Me  Mil" 

doub,T,h;i  1'^'^'  •''  "'  """  P"'~«  '  have  no 
mirh  L  .1  ^^  .•"*•  ^"'  '  had  Perhap.  heard  too 
.tiuch  to  be  .truck  at  fir.l  ,ight.    Since   breakfaat   I 

Innrf.  f  f."'"?  wonder,  in  it.  and  certainly  h/got  on 
wonderfully  „nce  I  came  to  Pari,.    Not  by  mv  a»i^t 

much  better  .n  health  and  spirit,  and  able  to  reiurn  aM 

IS  not  where  one  Jiears  most. 

here.    The  Due  de  Richelieu  told  me  the  trial  wo^d 
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cm-Uinly  tek«  plac*  th«  am  oi  April.  Cwolin*  may  l«ll 
tbit  U  th«  pliuM  to  th«  Burnt,  without  juit  Mying  that 
I  heard  It  from  th«  lipi  oi  the  lirtt  miniiter  of  France. 
All  the  ptopk  her?  expect  M>melhmg  (they  know  not 
what)  to  take  place  in  lhi»  month  or  March  which, 
indeed,  after  the  trouble*  of  UM  year  I  don't  wonder  at 
their  tuppoting  muit  ttwyi  produce  lome  marvelloui 
change.  But  what  they  want  not  even  Barroin  himwif 
ean  tell.  Many  are  persuaded  thi.l  k  pMU  Napoleon  it 
actually  at  Fontainbleau,  very  few  believe  the  father  to 
be  naUy  at  St.  Helena.  But  what  lignifiei  all  ihit  F 
For  my  own  idea  of  thing*  I  cannot  help  thinking  qui 
ctia  ir»,  but  no.  without  Europe  being  any  priur  ttarmtr 
half  a  doien  timet,  and  thii  bewildered  people  rthibiting 
a  few  more  proofi  of  their  profound  moral  degraciation. 


Srn4f  MraAv",  ijH. 

I  hkve  been  lucky  hitherto  about  my  dinnen.  The 
Comte  Alexis  de  Noaille*  had  me  in  yesterday,  and  1  tat 
bcUtreen  him  and  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  who  claiir  d 
my  acquaintance,  and  with  whom  I  had  a  great  deal  of 
very  interesting  convertation.  The  timplicity  and  frank- 
neit  of  his  manners,  and  the  way  in  which  he  tpeaki 
of  public  affairs  are  really  thoie  of  a  great  man  :  allho' 
talking  of  the  allied  sovreigns,  their  views,  4c.  ftc,  he 
says  M  found  so  and  so,  vt*  intend  such  and  such  things, 
quite  as  treating  dt  Ctmronne  i  Couronnt.  I  diverted  him 
much  with  the  constant  idea  of  his  never  returning  to 
fMi  de  simple  cUoyen.  Alexis  de  Noailles  was  very 
agreeaulc  and  entertaining  too  ;  he  it  a  O^puti  and  one 
of  the  most  violent  Modernes.  The  dinner  wat  of  i6  or 
37  people,  but  almost  all  of  Talleyrand's  gang,  headed 
by  that  old  incarnation  of  corruption  himself.  The 
women  are  tome  of  the  youngest  and  most  fashionable 
of  Paris.    There  were  no  English  at  all  but  the  Hard- 
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wiekM,  mynU,  and  Siritford  Cnninj.'  In  tli*  tvitilna 
Elinbeth  had  a  violent  »>ld     .  her  br«a«t  a..d  Udv 

SumZ  in*".  *?  '*'"•  ••"  ""•  "•'"'"  *>»  '"""  •»~' 
L^M  .r  iTL"'  ""  ""^  «"'"«  '"'  ••»"  »"  hog,  with 

I  r  ,entcd,  feelinK  rayKlf  not  tired  and  wlthinu  to 
^.h.  .„.id.  oflh.  Ely,*.  Bourbon,  th.  ll.,  h2u^ 
Bonaparte  .„h,bit«l  in  Pari.,  now  th.  abod.  „(i^ 
Engliah  commander-in-chiel.  .urrounded  by  a  guard  of 
r  rench  toldiert !  I  »"«o  01 

Enter  Florian  d.  Kergolay.    Florian  ii  a  much  better 
looking  n..n  at  near  fifty  than  h.  wa.  at  lw.nly     h" 

r„H  n*""  'f^.  "1*  •"  *"  ■"•'  •"•*  •"'!""'>  ">«>••  kindly 
honr  together  before  I  took  h.n,  in  to  Udy  Hardwkk, 
He  ■«  an  utter  Royali.t.  »o  that  I  have  luckily  found 
^quam  lance,  in  all  the  diflferent  partie.  whom  Ic^n 
make  talk  and  talk  I.  ,  I  ,m  to  dine  to-morrow  with 
r^'iTf/T'"'  '°  ^  '""oduced  to  hia  wife,  who  «u 
a  Ml  c.  de  U  Lacune,  niece  to  th.  Ambaoador  we  had  in 
England.  Thi.  would  b«  awkward  with  an  Engiiah" 
wo««..  but  I  .hall  not  mind  it  at  al.  with  him  for  my 
mtroductor.  I  am  ju.t  returned  from  »eing  Madame 
d.  Pleury^    She  I.  not  horribly  changed  ..  I  ."^^^ 

he,  except  her  figure  which  1.  grown  thick  and  wuare. 
w  !!.•;:'''  '^'  P™«">d«d  «o  be,  enchanted  to  i^  me 
and  embraced  me  half  adoaen  time,.    We  had  then  a 

with  -M^K  "  "'"^  ^°°^  converMtion,  and  ,he  .peak, 
with  all  her  former  precision  and  clearness.    She  is  m> 

tTL"!""'  !  ""  «°  '°  ■""  •'°°''  '"«'  •  intend  ote^ 
to  see  her.  I  go  on  Tuesday  evening  with  her  to 
Madame  de  Vaudemont.    To-day  we   d^e  again V« 


,iuJ.i'!^*°^  Cwming,  .fttt»iu4.  g„  viiimini  Sin 
'•«>),  diptonulltt. 


dcUOtd^W. 
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fAmbMMdru*  with  a  *in*ll  pvty  amoiig  whom 
Caf  oliiM)  t*  Paullnr,  whom  I  have  nol  y«l  m*l. 

Now  for  a  word  itl  homa.     Navar  mind  l>araon*'a 
lolllaa,  h«  talk*  a*  it  he  wrrt  much  aflrunlad,  and  U  all 
lh«  batltr  lor  It  afterward* ;  be*tdci,  h«  quietly  Inokinf 
out  lor  another  tervanl,  for  h«  t.      rUinly  vary  uMleM 
anywhere  but  m  a  Jrawing-rou.i,  or  at  a  (idtboard. 
When  Kobert  cornea  to  town  you  had  better  apeak  to 
him  yourself  about  that  poor  uncle  of  oura.    I  once 
did,  and  found  him  quite  reaaonable     >id  proper  on 
the  aubject,  and  my  father  nuy  m.ike  »ome  bother  on 
the  lubject  of  what  it  is  he  wants.     Lady  Warren's 
Gown  I  aha!!  order  and  she  must  likewise  find  the  way 
of  getting  it  over  and  you  must  tell  her  so.    Udy 
Davys  R$iiHfGol,  uf  cut »imi fnil /««! appoUr,  wail* 
only  to  know  if  she  would  like  a  Ress  or  one  Double 
t  l»r^i  *n  Nond.    I  enclose  you  a  pattern  of  mlr- 
which    looks  mighty   handsome  and  respectable  » 
nothing  more.    I  likewise  enclose  you  patterns  of  lu 
silks  pinned  together,  of  each  of  which  I  have  takei 
a  Gown,  a*  six  French  yard*  cost  only  thii  y  shillings. 
The  Green  I  am  going  to  make  up  as  some  sort  of 
morning   ai.d    Theatre    Gown    directly.      The    other 
patterns  are  all     >e  same  piece,    ay  if  you  want  one 
Stocking*  arc  very  beautiful  here  a   -i  frs.  a  pair  opened 
and  embroidered  all  round.    I  ha>e  got  two  Ribbons 
for  your  head,  one  white  and  one  coloured.    I  doubt 
you  much  liking  t.iem,  but  they  are  the  only  ones  I 
could  get  of  the  sort  you  want  in  that  width.    Do  you 
like  any  of  the  enclosed  velvet  ribbons  t    They  are  one 
shilling  a   French  yard,  the  other*  one  shilling  and 
threepence.    Send  me  by  Pepys~who  sets  out  the  end 
of  thi*  month  and  travels  in  a  carnage  he  is  bringinn 
lor  Sir  Charles  [Stuart}— your  pa  lern  shoes,  the  little 
frills  that   I   had  for  the  inside  of  the  collars  of  my 
Douillettea  and  alt  my  green  feathers.    Everybody  is 
wearing  feathers  here,  and  their  price  is  enormous.    Jt 
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ni«fc«f  who  han  h«.i.  I,.,  .  ^*  *'  »  "'k 

««viK  me  ,o1,k."i^i:  '^  yt  t  "d«Uk,I"t  "°'.  ^'"• 
over  a  Oowii  of  /m  «<Mi«.  .1^  ."'  '°  ""'^  y°" 

the  m,M...g,r.  .„  ,  C^'  'Z^  '  ^'"  ''"   '  ^  m  of 

bMutiful  gaui-  in  iJ,  n  r„     w  .u  '  ""  •"*«  » 

it  in  .he  folding  up  way  for  .h«  ^"'«  ""*"  '^  '*°"«  '» 
cully  aboul  tilLlL^t^a  K    '''•y  """'  ""  *°^  of  d.ffi- 

and.,  Pepy.  .rlvrrn^  ih*'  **  ?.'  '='""*"8  '°  ^aLi.. 
h.veplen.y'^/;^';;*  '"  '  '''•'-  »"  '»  him^If  he  will 

Berlin,  who  de, irii,  t  t"  i^f'  'i"  "!!'"""  «°'"«  «° 
friend  of  rchar.l  s,l^  '"''"^""''  »"  •"«  »«  the 
Frcnch«,rve^"L„'  ",  ^',  -  ^T^^'  middle-aged 

a  ipoKe  Of  them  as  she  ought.    Her  brother, 
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Caraman,  who  it  going  to  Vienna,  is  a  very  agreeable 
person. 

And  now  farewell,  I  don't  know  when  you  will  get 
as  long  a  letter  from  me  again.  A  very  bad  day  has 
given  me  time  to  finish  it  and  to  write  to  Mrs.  Oamer. 
I  am  afraid  you  will  both  think  my  handwriting  detest- 
able, which  I  am  aware  of.  It  is  a  disease  that  has 
dreadfully  increased  since  I  came  to  Paris.  Don't 
forget  my  things  by  Pepys,  send  them  to  him  as  soon 
you  get  this,  and  above  all  don't  worry  yourself  to 
death  about  other  people  and  fall  irrecoveraUy  into 
the  Hurried  disease  to  which  you  know  you  are  subject. 
Once  more,  farewell.  I  will  go  on  with  my  journal,  but 
it  aiuit  be  en  raccourci.^ 


Mary  Berry  to  Agnes  Berry 

Paris,  Wniiutday  Evtmng,  March  30,  1816. 

If  I  don't  begin  and  run  after  my  journal  very  hard, 
I  find  I  shall  never  be  able  to  ovisrtake  it.  My  dinner 
at  Florian's  on  Monday  was  a  curious  one.  I  was 
obliged  to  present  myself  to  his  wife,  for  he  was  not 
yet  returned  from  the  Change  des  Diputis,  where 
he  passes  his  life.  I  found  a  woman  very  like  your 
favourite  Lady  Pembroke  both  in  person  and  manner, 
which  did  not  impress  me  with  as  favourable  an  idea 
as  it  would  you,  and  certainly  her  reception  did  not 
dispose  me  more  favourably.  She  was  civil  and  cool, 
had  not  the  least  put  herself  out  of  the  way  to  receive 
me,  and  tho'  she  said  she  had  heard  often  of  us  from 
Florian,  did  not  seem  a  bit  the  better  disposed  to  like 
me  or  forgive  me  for  being  an  Englishwoman.  Before 
Florian  got  back  from  his  Chambre,  the  elder  brother 
entered,  which  was  a  great  relief,  for  he  seemed  really 
glad  to  see  me,  and  with  him  I  had  no  difficulty  in 
>  Add  MSS.  3773;,  f.  91. 
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»nd  happiness  of  France,  but  how    o  ^01^?,'  rth! 
honest  and  well-meaning  have  not  the  sS't  idea 
or  place,  or  v.ew  in  common  with  one  another   while 
he  knaves  act  m  perfect  unison  with  the  gentrkl  coi 
rupton  and  moral  degradation  of  the  nation^  °'" 

But  I  have  no  time  for  politics  with  you  for  I  h«^ 

moment.    From  them  I  went  to  th).  pf        ■       i      " 
entertammg,  and   I   was  amused  with  detectin-        '^ 

Ctoth'  v"  °"';    °"  '""^•^y  '9^^  •  '°  d  you  iTas' 
to  go  to  the  Vicomtesse  de  Vaudemnn*  in  h,- 

Aim^e  de  Coigny.but  I  iL^^nT^at'^^rrJeS 

Y 
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almott  evei7  evening.  We  bad  a  dinner  of  ten  people 
only,  parfaitnunt  strvA.  Between  nine  and  ten,  when 
all  dinner  parties  finish,  I  went  and  beat  up  the  quarters 
of  the  old  [iUegibU],  who  badly  recollected  me  at  first 
and  was  delighted  at  seeing  me  afterwards.  In  came 
Lally  (now  a  de  France),  who  embraced  me  on  both 
sides  of  my  face  and  enquired  much  after  you.  She 
insists  on  giving  me  a  soirie,  and  I  (like  Lugaune)  prtnd 
tout,  I  am  glad  to  see  all  sides  of  the  question.  Yester- 
day (Wednesday  mor.-'ing)  I  was  at  the  only  shop  that 
has  given  me  much  pleasure  and  no  trouble  since  I 
came  to  Paris,  a  Fleuriste  (Marshall's  corresponding). 
Such  a  wilderness  of  beautiful  flowers  I  never  saw,  and 
none  of  them  more  than  6  or  7  francs  a  large  bunch, 
so  say  what  sort  of  colour  you  would  like,  for  they  are 
the  only  cheap  things  in  France. 

We  bad  a  dinner  at  home,  that  is  to  say  Mason  and 
a  brother  of  his  and  the  Comte  de  Roderer,  the  lower 
part  of  whose  house  we  occupy.  He  was  a  distinguished 
person  throughout  the  Revolution,  and  his  conversation 
after  dinner  was  extremely  interesting  on  the  subject 
of  Buonaparte  and  Talleyrand.  Would  I  had  time  or 
rather  strength  to  tell  you  half  1  hear  I  In  the  evening 
we  went  to  Greffulhes,  where  there  was  a  large  and  very 
good  party.  Every  Wednesday  but  last  night  there 
was  too  great  a  proportion  of  the  English.  To-day  I 
have  had  a  visit  from  Lally,  and  from  old  M.  de 
Borigelin  and  the  elder  Kergolay  and  his  wife,  who 
none  of  them  seem  to  be  in  the  same  enragi  way 
as  the  wife  of  Florian.  I  had  before  agreed  to  dine 
with  them  on  Sunday  next,  and  the  old  woman  very 
civilly  came  to  see  me  to-day.  Having  been  twice 
obliged  to  refuse  difficult  proposals  of  the  Moreau, 
who  is  a  cross  touchy  little  thing,  not  pleased,  I  believe, 
at  any  of  us  for  feeling  quite  independent  of  her  and 
very  able  to  fend  for  ourselves,  I  got  off  a  dinner  to-day 
of  English  at  the  Ambassade  and  proposed  myself  to 
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Bo,'  *'">  her  and  go  with  her  to  the  Ambaswdor'. 

•»y  luckily  for  I  waked  giddy  and  not  very  iell.  and 
«^.  rejoiced  to  be  obliged  to  do  nothing  but  wkat  I 
hked,  which  wa,  to  walk  to  Aimie  de  Coiiny',,  and  si 
with  her  for  an  hour.    There  I    found  a  Com^  de 
Bor^iehn  (who  the  D.  de  Richelieu  says  is  still  aZ  J, 

o,^'^-  'u  °'  ""  '■"  *■"  *"'  »•  '»»•' '°'  he  isa  v^y 
gent  eraanhke  quiet,  agreeable  man,  and  either  my 
old  ..'.ng  for  her  blinds  me  or  she  is  so  still.  We  go 
toge.„er  to  the  Vicomtesse  de  Vaudemont  to-morrow 

thff  ;h.  f'J^"'^^'"'''''  """Kh  *"  «>  bad  to-day 
t  .  !  u7  ""**  8°'"8  °"«.  "nd  we  have  dined  together 
comfor  ably  and  I  have  only  left  her  now  to^come 
and  finish  this  letter  for  you.  Thank  dearest  Caro°"e 
for  her  letter   for  I  know  not  when  /  shall  be  aWe   ! 

«V?h!n  Th  '^°''  *°  ""'  ""'^  "^'«  »"'  •°  hear  a^d 
see  than  I  have  eyes  or  ears  for,  and  I  know  how  much 

of  things  hat  are  passing  before  me;  but  alas!  I  feel 
a  cruel  falling  ofif  i„  my  former  powers  of  attention 
memory  and  combination.  «  ■^ -non, 

WpuMs  Lord  Hardwicke  and  I  go  into  the  Diplomatic 
Box,  but  even  there  we  must  be  by  twelve  o'clock.  We 
*r      it"  A.'"''«»«dor's-Ward,  Luttrel,  Nugent,  &c. 

tt^T  /'.'"'".""•  '  •"'«  »*  '="'-  *'«h  the  sweat  o  my 
time,  If  not  of  my  brow,  got  a  morning-gown  made 
trimmed,  and  finished  for  you,  and  read/to  be  L„,' 
whenever  we  can  trust  it  to  a  messenger.  But  we  are 
careful  of  doing  this  too  often,  for  fear  of  being  deprived 
W.r  '"?rf  u^  "^"'"S  it  altogether.  You  musf  tell  Lady 
Warren  that  her  Gown  is  ordered  and  making,  but  she 
must  find  the  means  of  getting  it  over.  I  cannot.  Lady 
n^,if .'    ^.^  "^'  7°"'  "°^"ing-gown   is  beautiful.    It 

thaf  mv  mtl'°-  I.    T*'  ^.°"  *"="=">'  ^3-    Tell  Harriot 
that  my  little  old  coloured  sprigged  gown  which  she 
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would  put  up  (or  me  ii  the  admiration  of  all  the  linghu 
and  Manhandt  dt  Modts  that  have  seen  it.  I  think  I 
shall  get  some  things  cheaper  made  now,  as  Aim<e  de 
Coigny  is  to  send  in  her  coutouriire,  who  can't  be  a  bad 
one,  but  who  she  says  is  etIU  dts  pauvns.  The  women 
here  mmt  never  pay  thiir  debts  or  m«a  spend  much 
more  than  we  do.  Give  my  love  and  thanks  to  Mrs. 
Damer  for  her  letter.  Tell  her  I  called  on  Lady  Kinnaird 
and  gave  her  her  message  yesterday  morning.  She 
goes  to  Bruxelles  on  the  loth.  Tell  her  too  I  saw 
Barrois  yesterday.  He  is  as  obliging  as  usual,  and  is 
getting  something  curious  I  want  in  the  Rumow  way. 
All  my  friends,  on  all  sides,  give  me  things  to  read,  for 
which  I  have  no  time,  except  I  were  to  sit  up  all  night, 
which  I  have  no  inclination  to  do,  for  I  sleep  here  much 
better  than  in  London. 

The  weather  to-day  has  been  bear.tiful  for  the  first 
time.  Tell  dear  Aunt  Anne  that  Lady  Hardwicke  in- 
tended to  write  to-day,  but  won't,  for  having  knocked 
down  her  cough  with  Laudanum  during  the  night,  she 
has  not  yet  had  time  to  sleep  it  off.  But  in  all  respects 
of  health,  spirits,  views,  &c.  &c.,  she  is  another  person 
since  I  came,  je  m'en  vante.  Elizabeth's  success  in 
French  society  (and  I  have  now  had  opportunities  of 
hearing  it  from  all  sides  without  any  suspicion  how  much 
it  interested  me)  is  perfect,  and  she  is  very  sensible  of  it. 
All  will  do  well.  She  made  a  mistake  and  took  up  the 
old  fashions  of  the  French  en  fait  de  menage,  for  the  new. 
II  en  reviendra  et  cela  bientSi.  Farewell,  I  wish  you  well 
through  my  horrid  writing,  which  is  execrable.  Love  to 
Anne,  I  hope  she  is  at  hand  to  receive  it.  Thank  father 
for  his  most  kind  letter.  I  know  he  don't  wish  me  to 
answer  it.    God  bless  you.' 


'  Add.  MSS.  377J7,  f.  98. 
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Mary  Birry  to  Agues  Btny 
r,„  •"*■"•■  ^'^y'  f'"*  «9.  i«i6. 

you  a  Vtter  onc'e  a  Je"k     I  have^LTh"  "T'/ •"  «"<• 

been    e"      Se  '  ,  vo?hrv'"''.*?.""«  "^  """  '  '"« 

and  not  having  ♦im-  ""''^^  me^'y  from  over-faUgue 
day     On,l!i  M   T    "?«'■  "'"'^  '"  'he  course  of  the 

y  ""aw'cke  and  Agnes  Gibbs  who  had  dined  with 

toileLanHT'^  ''T\*°  "y  ''"''•  '"""d  of  making  a 

s  dar{Turd!;°js  f =""'1  A^'^-dres,',.  "a: 

half  past 'Sn\,  1,7'  «>e  whole  morning  from 
Deputes  wfthThe  Ilr^  °",'  '■''  ""=  ^'"""''re  des 
and'thntTentioSVit  tSr«?  Lord  Hardwickc. 

recovered,  I  resolved  ,od       I  J^'^'  "°'  '"""8  ">y^" 
out  ^t  all  exr         '.t  *°  ''"*  '^"f'  ""''"y  ""d  "ot  stir 

This  set  me  u  .  l  T     '"^  """^  '"  °"'  S^^en 

">e  u  ,1,  and  yesterday  I  had  a  drive  with 


I 
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Mr«.  Maion  at  far  ai  the  Boi>  de  Boulogne  by  way  of 
doing  me  good,  but  the  east  wind  here  is  at  this  moment 
eoUtr  than  I  «v«r  remeuber  feeling  it  in  London,  altho' 
with  a  brighter  lun.  However  1  was  quite  equal  to 
being  very  well  entertained  with  Ward,  Nugent  and 
our  landlord,  Comte  Roderer,  who  dined  with  us, 
and  afterwards  to  make  our  toilette  and  go  to  the 
Moreau's,  where  was  a  concert,  still  more  disagreeable 
as  to  arrangement  than  a  concert  in  London,  because 
all  the  women  were  seated  in  three  rows  of  chairs  round 
an  oval  room,  without  a  possibility  of  moving,  or  of  a 
single  man  getting  near  them.  Lady  Hardwicke  and  I 
and  Ward  came  late  and  remained  in  the  outer  room. 
The  Moreau  was,  I  hope,  dam  U  Gloirt  de  NigtUt,  for  her 
party  was  the  UUt  of  Paris,  and  was  certainly  the 
cleanest,  best  dressed  and  most  brilliant-looking  party  I 
have  seen.  At  twelve  we  left  and  went  to  Talleyrand's, 
t  iat  is  to  say  chez  la  Comtesse  Edmond  de  P6rigord, 
his  niece,  thai  is  to  tay  »  daughter  of  the  Duchesse  de 
Courland's  whom  he  has  separated  from  his  nephew, 
to  whom  she  was  married  (and  from  whom  she  made 
an  Ichappade  to  'taly)  and  has  taken  her  to  live  with 
himself,  dans  tout  I'etendu  du  terme  d  ce  gu'on  dit. 
Figure*  vous,  that  she  is  not  five  and  twenty,  and  has 
a  head  more  like  a  pretty  serpent  than  anything  I  ever 
saw.  There  we  found  again  music,  but  it  was  only 
Blanquir  at  the  Pianoforte  and  Mile.  Renaud  and 
another  Professor  singing.  The  society  did  not  consist 
of  above  20  or  i;  people.  All  his  old  set  of  gambling 
women,  the  [Vicomte]  de  Vaudemont,  and  his  brothers 
and  other  members  of  the  Sainle  famille  with  a  few,  a  very 
few,  extra  men.  The  Appartement  has  been  newly  fitted 
up  for  tier  reception,  and  they  say  there  is  30  thousand 
francs  of  lilUgiblii]  in  it.  The  style  is  not  near  so  pretty  as 
that  of  many  others,  for  by  way  of  something  new,  they 
are  getting  back  to  India  papers,  old  Indian  China  and 
Jars,  and  white  silk  damask,  which  has  no  other  effect 
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thmn  on*  of  our  white  paper*.  Thi.  ity  of  ynlerday, 
however  ■mining,  tired  me,  and  I  have  a  dliposition  to 
faint  in  my  head  to-day,  not  h  Mjach-;,  which  I  am 
Bghling  off  by  remaining  quiet  m  my  rcom  alt  the  morn- 
ing with  the  hope  to  be  able  to  go  com/orUibly  to  the 
Box  «w  Franfois  to-night,  not  having  anything  to  do 
atltr  it.  But  having  brought  up  my  journal  to  the 
present  moment  I  will  write  no  more  to-day. 


SmmS^,  Mmrc/k  ]|. 

Dearest  Aonbs,— I  received  your  letter  of  the  26th 
(Tueiday  latt)  yesterday  morning  and  at  the  same  time 
letter*  from  Mr*.  Damer  from  Caroline  and  from  dear 
Anne  herself.  They  all  most  kindly  wrote  to  me  of  you, 
without  which  I  should  have  been  very  ill-satisfied,  in 
spite  of  your  fay,  frisky  letter  from  your  sick  couch,  but 
a*  I  have  the  happiness  as  well  as  the  pride  of  saying 
that  I  can  depend  on  the  ruU  tntth  from  all  the  three, 
and  the  accurate  mtdical  truth  from  Anne,  1  feel  toler- 
ably easy  in  the  hope*  that  this  violent  attack  is  over, 
and  that  if  you  will  take  care  of  yourself  and  allow  your- 
self to  be  taken  care  of,  you  may,  this  time  at  least,  have 
escaped  without  severe  suffering,  from  one  of  those  crises 
of  inflammation  to  which  it  would  seem  your  constitution 
is  liable,  as  the  three  maladies  morteUes  which  you  have 
had  in  the  last  twelve  years,  have  been  all  effects  of  the 
same  cause,  a  violent  tendency  to  inflammation  without 
mucii  fever.  When  I  talk  of  Uking  care  of  yourself  and 
allowing  yourself  to  be  taken  care  of,  I  don't  mean 
coidUitf  yourself  in  any  manner,  but  in  avoiding  those 
worries  of  *pirits,  and  worries  of  body  and  mind  which 
must  inevitably  tend  directly  to  increase  and  promote 
that  tendency  to  inflammation,  and,  therefore,  which  it  is 
absolutely  necessary  for  you  to  avoid  not  as  the  means 
of  prolonging  your  sojourn  in  this  world,  but  of  making 
It  the  least  painful  while  it  continues.    With  all  your 
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c«re  I  do  not  Me  but  that  you  have  ttill  (to  comfort  you) 
»  very  (air  chance  to  be  whipped  out  of  the  world 
•ome  day  by  a  goocl  rattling  (ever.  I  desire  you  will 
read  thii  part  of  my  letter  to  Caroline,  and  hear  what 
•he  layi  about  it.  To  Anne  I  mean  to  write  a  line 
myelf,  If  I  have  a  moment'i  time.  But  time  and 
strength  to  make  use  of  it  are  the  two  things  at  present 
wanting  to  me.  Don't,  therefore,  fancy  me  ill  or  fear 
my  breaking  down  altogether;  that  is  not  my  way 
you  know.  When  I  have  run  a  little  too  fast  or  too 
long,  I  draw  bridle,  pull  in,  get  breath,  and  am  ready 

pj  *'"  '**'"  ^""*  "*'*"  '  ""•  ^y  I"'**  on 
Friday,  when  I  left  my  journal,  succeeded,  and  I  was 
able  to  go  to  the  Francois  and  enjoy  seeing  VAvan 
and  Cmpin  Rival  dt  ion  maltn,  without  making  my 
toilette,  which  is  happily  here,  never  necessary  for  any 
Theatre.  ' 

Yesterday  (Saturday)  I  was  quite  well  again,  had  a 
long  entertaining  walk  in  the  Rue  d'Honor<  by  myself, 
which  IS  perfectly  ^«rmu  to  everybody,  and  much  more 
th$  thtng  than  having  a  servant  after  one  on  foot    Lord 
and  Lady  Hardwicke  dined  with  Elisabeth,  and  I  in- 
dulged myself,  partly  under  pretence  of  writing,  and 
partly  not  to  fatigue  myself,  with  dining  in  my  own 
room   and  dressing   after   dinner   for   de   visiU  with 
Aim6e  de  Coigny  to  the  de  Vaudemonts,  but  we  found 
her  out,  so  1  carried  Aim«e  home  again  and  then  joined 
Lady  Hardwicke  and  Elisabeth,  with  whom  I  went  first 
to  Mme.  d'Orglandes,  an  entirely  French  small  sociiU 
where  there  were  no  other  English  but  ourselves  a.  ' 
Lady  Leitrim.    Mme  d'Orglande  receives  every  Saturday. 
There  were  about  as   many    women   as  we    have   at 
North  Audley  Street  party,  with  tiot  a  tenth  part  as  many 
men.    I  found  there  Mm.  de  laTourdupin  (Miss  Doyle's 
Honorine).    She  is  very  civil  when  one  meets  her,  but 
does  not  seem  to  want  to  have  anything  more  to  do  with 
one,  to  which  1  have  no  difficulty  in  agreeing,  for  she 
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ihr«^       .         ■*'  ''°"»0'»  w»«  with  her,  who  look* 
0°  Wellim^     .        ..''°'"'""''"  *•  *«"•  •"  ">«  Duke 

old  A«r«i":ir.i.' h""' '"'  'r*  "'«•" '»""  *« 

S  ArLrVr.^^'M'^''"''^'  '  •"PP°»«.n«wfrot' 
ht„.?  ^  ^'''*''  •""""•''  »•««  "Jouble  trimmed  with 
pou,  that  the  was  quite  angry  at  my  not  noticine   it 

me7^?h'  r.-f'V"''  «*"^  '"•"■''.  'ho'  .he  reShe. 
r.^!!^  °  K  *'""J""fi  "••  *""*  °'  ""=)  for  being  alwav. 

K:.h*h"  .'k'  "^"P"'*'  '"-"^  "">'"  '°^  "«  'have 
been  y   h  her  this  morning  to  the  Revue  of  the  Garde 

cTj,''   r'r"  •'«'■*  ""«•  ••"   thousand  men  in    he 
Champ,  de  Mars.    The  brightness  of  the  sun  (tho"  « 
COW  ,s  an  east  wind  could  make  it)  and  the  crowds  o 
«.mmon  people  and  of  carriage,  mide  it  very"ay,  and 

went  up  and  down  the  Line,  after  the  Prince,  and  then 

hey  ^p'Z^he/Ih'""'-  .  ""'  ""''  '""  "'  -'^•>  '■-" 
>ney  approached,  the  people  crowded  on  the  risint.  h-.nlr 

«ce.vcd  wih  considerable  acclamation  and  "  ViveZ 

Stelndk     r?  '""'  '""  ^"'  "*  hat.  touchL  or 
White  handkerchiefs  waved.     In  short  she  is  haled  by 


il 
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lit*  pMpI*  Mid  tuppa««l  to  brMlb*  nothing  but 
vingt»nc«  and  bigotry,  while  her  manner*,  by  what  I 
can  learn,  are  not  captivating  or  conciliating  to  thoH  o< 
higher  rank.  Mme.  de  Ooutant  and  Mma.  de  U  Terron- 
age,  who  you  remember  in  London,  are  the  two  ladiet 
appointed  to  meet  the  new  Duchcsie  de  Herri  at  the 
Hon!  de  Beauvoiiin. 


I  awure  you  I  want  ull  you  lay  of  my  letteri  to 
comfort  me  for  the  mortification  I  feel  at  nuki.ig  m 
little  of  what  might  bo  entertaining.  I  cannot  tell  you 
how  much  I  have  felt  thit  at  every  Packet  I  have  sealed 
for  you,  and  how  con»tantly  it  hat  given  me  the  melan- 
choly aiiurance  that  my  bad  health  ha*  cruelly  helped 
on  the  progress  of  years  in  destroying  the  kindliness, 
activity  and  powers  of  combination  in  my  mind.  How> 
ever,  tiecause  I  can't  do  better,  it  is  no  reason  I  should 
not  do  what  I  can.  The  mortification  is  for  myseh 
alone,  the  entertaining,  such  as  it  is,  for  you.  While 
talking  of  letters  it  is  really  provoking,  the  neglect  and 
inattention  of  our  Foreign  CMhce.  1  repeat  that  I  have 
written  to  you  by  tviry  courier  but  the  one  of  I.ist 
Thursday,  and  you  were  a  whole  fortnight  without 
hearing  from  me.  Thit  I  learnt  by  your  letter  of  Satur- 
day the  tjrd,  tent  by  the  post  which  1  only  received 
yeste- .  v  (Sunday)  afternoon.  So  you  see  your  letters 
by  the  laestenger  come  to  me  much  sooner.  The  fact 
is,  all  letters  are  stopped  at  the  Post  OfSce,  therefore, 
if  ever  you  do  write  to  me  i>y  Me  post,  put  nothing  into 
the  letter  but  la  piuit  and  the  k  btau  Umpt  and  what 
you  immediately  want  to  write  about.  I  have  had  a 
most  kind  letter  from  Jugeville,  offering  to  be  my 
cavalier  on  my  return  home,  and  begging  to  hear  from 
me,  which  he  certainly  shall  do  in  a  day  or  two.  I  think 
he  will  probably  be  my  best  opportunity,  altho'  I  have 
already  had  an  offer  of  a  place  in  her  carriage  from 
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I;t!l^'il!:Tl"i. '••"'"•  **^  '>«lt''"»ini  of  l|.y,.»d  10 
1^  '-"'''.'"*•  ""  objtctioo  H  .  irtwllmg  com- 
pMion.  Th...  however,  may  idm.!  of  trr.ngtmenf.  ami 
»•  may  titb«r  iquira  me  or  both  ol  ut,  U  il  ihould  turn 
out  more  convenient  or  agreeable.    I  think  I  have  got 

t„u  I-h'^  .""  "  •  ""n*"*!!"*"  fhan  the  one  I  Mnl 
you,  and  It  It  «ucceed.  with  myMlf  in  the  little  red  .'.riped 
thing  I  brouKht  with  me  you  ihall  have  your  other  peVk^ 
a.e  lo  made  up.  I  have  a  lilac  pMt  u»<,  by  me  of  which 
I  encloie  you  a  pattern.     If  you  like  it  v->m  •hall  have  it 

td^i  •  P^*"  "*  ""  "'"  "»'  35  ihilling.,  only 

2^mu-  '»"''.'"*''  "  '^"  *""«  *"'  »«  *'»«'«  •»  o'  15 
■billings.    A*  for  me,  I  have  been  obliged  to  ipend  all 

my  money  in  gauie  Irimmingi,  a  trumpery  which  vexe. 

me,  but  it  wai  not  to  be  helped  in  the  way  I  happened 

to  be  hving^  and  everybody  at  their  dinner,  and  evVning 

par  he.  look  alw.y.  a.  if  they  came  out  of  a  oandbox" 

•o  that  one  cannot  wear  the  ume  thing*  for  ever,  or 

evw  much  tkigoni  tn  ,*v,nch*.    Everything  remain. 

n^l^'"u;'u",  •  """".""  *'""=''  '•  "•oniJ.ing  after 
Loiidon.    While  on  the  (ubject  of  toilette  I  mu.t  ac- 

?Z  f''!."  •il''  t  '^"«''""'  P'«^"*  y""  hive  received 
from  Lad/  Hardwicke,  no  other  than  one  of  thoee 
charming  fur-lined  cloak,  which  Mr..  Damer  brought 
to  me,  and  of  which  I  did  not  know  either  the  charm, 
or  theabwluteneceMityof  having,  till  I  came  to  Pari., 
where  the  cold  of  the  .lair,  and  anti-chambcr.  i^ 
ull  drew,  would  kill  a  horw  without  them.  Auui 
I  am  every  night  wearing  your,  to  ..>  it,  and  I  verily 
believe  it  has  uved  my  life,  for  I  actually  perished 
m  shawl,  only,  which  I  now  wear  in  the  Room, 
aid  the  .aving  cloak  over  all  without.  It  neither 
our  If*  "°'  **''"""  *"''"''"*  ""''  "  •'■«  com'ort  of 
I  have  but  little  to  add  to  my  journal  of  yesterday. 
I  refuser  ^oing  to  the  Opera  with  the  Moreau  because 
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I  thMfhi  wt  w«r«  going  to  din*  quMly  ■!  horn*  and  go 
In  the  evening  (o  Ihi  Dach«M«  d'Etrari  (Mim  Boyla  will 
tell  jrou  who  «Im  ia)  at  Iht  lop  o(  ih«  Tuillcrim.  Bui 
Sir  Charin  and  Bliiabtlli  would  havt  ui  to  dm*  with 
Ihtm  and  a  parol  o(  Engllth  (a  vary  untnlcrteining 
dinner),  but  a*  I  had  madt  an  excuM  the  day  Mora  I 
thought  it  not  right  to  make  another,  and  I  knew 
Eliiabeth  wi»hed  ui  to  be  there  early  in  the  evening,  at 
•he  had  taid  the  thould  be  at  home  till  ten  and  expected 
tome  French  vititi  which  came  to  the  tune  o(  about  half 
a  doMn  people  drupping  in  before  they  went  to  thii 
Mme.  d'Etcan.  But  by  the  time  they  had  gone 
Lady  Hardwicke  coughed  to  much  and  we  were  both  to 
tired  that  we  retolved  to  potlpone  Mme.  d'Ewani 
till  another  Sunday  evening,  and  go  quietly  to  bed. 
Thii  evening  they  (Udy  Hardwicke,  Elijabeth,  tie.) 
are  going  to  Court,  and  I  have  got  tlie  tog4  a«  FranfM* 
for  mytelf  and  Lady  Colin.  I  have  nothing  elic  to  do, 
God  be  thanked.  The  letter  of  the  DiiVr  o'  Velliiigi  )n 
to  the  King,  it  only  known  here  through  the  medium  of 
the  Engliah  papert,  and  I,  individually,  have  not  yet 
teen  the  paper  in  which  are  the  extractt.  If  tmh  «  iMtr 
txiUt  it  it  the  dictatei  of  all  the  Allied  Powci  s  of  whom 
the  Duke  of  Wellington  it  only  the  mouth,  at  being 
their  Commander-in-Chief  at  well  at  ourt. 


M^  Dearest  Aonis,— I  am  returned  from  the  Play 
to  late  that  I  literally  have  not  had  time  to  read  your 
letter  of  the  aSth  quite  through,  before  I  am  obliged  to 
teal  thit  for  the  bag,  to  I  can  only  tay  one  word  and 
that  mutt  be  an  injunction  to  you  to  allow  yuurtelf  to 
be  taken  care  of,  that  it  to  tay  to  be  kept  quiet  in  your 
own  Houie,  till  you  get  rid  of  the  tymploms  of  wejk- 
neit  and  failure  tomtmhtr4  that  you  mention.  If  you  do, 
it  v:ll  I  trutt  lead  to  nothing  bad;  if  you  do  not  It 
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lli«ir  l«lt«n  or  twuU  lh«ir  commiMJ...,.  but  u.  ik!™ 


«,  rnurh  '^""°V'!«'P  ^i'hing  th.l  he  .hould  now  e  joy 
»»  much  u  po«,ble  of  it>  blet»ing^-good  lociefv  hI 
ha.  been  twelve  year.  .  priK.neT  in  F^n^Lin*!! 

,  ^'M'  MSS.  377J7,  f.  ,„. 
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tpend  one  evening  in  the  delightful  society  of  your 
houte? 

My  brother  Sneyd  begi  me  to  present  his  grateful 
respects  to  you.  He  much  regrets  that  a  note  and  an 
invitation  to  dinner  you  did  him  the  honor  to  send  him 
did  not  reach  him  while  he  was  in  London.  It  was 
forwarded  to  him  to  Ireland  by  the  post.  He  vras  as 
fully  sensible  as  I  am  of  your  goodness.  We  are  all  at 
this  time  happily  engaged  in  reading  a  most  entertaining 
book  in  the  first  page  of  which  is  written  fiom  A.  and 
M.  Berry.  It  was  a  present  from  the  Miss  Berrys  to  the 
late  Mr.  Malone,'  and  with  all  his  library  has  come  into 
the  possession  of  his  brother,  Sunderlin,"  who  is  our 
neighbour  in  the  country.  His  Lordship  has  had  the 
generosity— and  I  think  it  is  great  generosity— to  trust 
this  precious  book  to  us.  It  is  inter-leaved  and 
furnished  with  prints  of  Mr.  Malcolm's  collection 
of  all  the  persons  mentioned  in  The  Reminiscences. 
What  a  delightful  companion  Lord  Orford  must  have 
been  and  how  much  we  are  obliged  to  those  who  have 
preserved  in  its  full  animation  and  elegance  the  living 
spirit  of  his  conversation.  My  father  and  Mrs.  Edge- 
worth  beg  to  present  their  grateful  respects.— Believe 
me,  my  dear  Miss  Berrys,  your  obliged, 

Maria  Edgeworth.' 


Mary  Berry  to  Agnes  Berry 

Paris,  S»iiJa/,  Afrit  7.  1 8 16. 

I  think  I  contrive  to  get  rid  of  my  ills  quicker  than 
you  do  of  yours,  but  then  yours  are  always  out  of  the 

'  Edmund  Malonc  (1741-1812),  the  friend  of  Johiuon  tnd  Burke,  and 
the  editor  oi  ShaAesftart. 

•  Edmund  Mjlone'a  eldest  brother,  Richard  (1738-1816),  who  WM  iMed 
10  the  Irish  peerage  as  Lord  Sunderlin  in  1785. 

>  From  the  original  letter  in  the  collection  of  A.  M.  Broadley,  Esq. 
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..ep.,anf  .hen  on  Th  X"  Eve„"r,°LT  ?""* 
Urd  Hardwicke)  continue  .0  nTak    a' .ofiJTf.r 'fhl 

somehow- or"'.h;fc'onWed"?o%:rUo''''  ''"^'.  ""'  ' 
yesterday  .owning.  whicT^ ^^^  bYta'^ri' ^  ■„" 
^d,  remammg  there  till  one  o'clock,  andThen  ?  L^ 

srirs,j°  ,r  r  r^  ™  ■- »« 
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returned  home  there  came  in  two  or  three  men  whom 
I  was  glad  to  see,  such  as  Mons.  de  Neuville,  the 
most  violent  ultra-royalist  in  the  Assembly.  In  short, 
in  spite  of  my  cold,  the  Moreau  seemed  perfectly  satis- 
fied with  having  given  me  a  dinner  of  which  1  should 
make  a  good  report,  and  at  parting  hoped  we  should 
meet  r'uch  oftener  than  we  had  done,  for  that  after 
Lord  Hardwicke  She  must  be  the  person  in  Paris  who 
I  liked  the  best,  to  which  1  assented  with  all  the  sincerity 
and  truth  which  distinguishes  and  ennobles  this  country 
in  which  the  speech  was  made  and  answered.  I  re- 
turned straight  home  to  my  Bed  and  am  to-day  snuffling 
and  blowing  my  nose  but  without  any  headache  and 
very  able  to  go  and  see  Athalie  this  evening  and  make 
a  visit  or  two  afterwards. 

While  I  think  of  it  let  me  tell  you,  which  I  am  not 
sure  of  having  done  before,  that  I  have  heard  from 
Frigeville  and  ha\e  written  to  him,  and  desired  him  to 
answer  my  letter  directly  and  let  me  know  when  I  may 
expect  hira  here.  Our  weather  within  these  two  days 
has  become  warm  and  Spring-like,  which  makes  me 
doubly  anxious  to  be  quite  well  and  able  to  undertake 
several  courses  which  have  been  necessarily  put  off  till 
warmer  weather.  That  to  Lady  Warren  is  to  tell 
her  her  Gown  is  done,  and  costs  a  pound  more  than 
the  seven  :  But  that  it  waits  at  the  Mautua-makers  till 
she  tells  me  how  it  is  to  be  sent — for  I  can  in  no  re- 
spect help  her— Lord  knows  I  have  no  idea  how  my 
own  things  are  to  be  conveyed,  and  already  see  that  I 
must  get  a  larger,  or  rather  another,  Trunk,  and  in  the 
meantime  instead  of  sending  you  nothing  must  contrive 
to  slip  over  all  that  I  can  in  the  Messenger's  Bags  while 
I  stay— that  is  to  say  all  that  can  go  in  the  form  of 
a  packet  which  is  neither  Caps,  nor  Hats,  nor  Gowns, 
except  calico  ones. — I  am  delighted  that  you  like  yours 
so  much,  I  will  get  you  another  made  and  sent  as  soon 
as  I  can.— The  larger  flapping  collars  they  don't  wear 
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on^olT'  ?'""  "  =*  «"»'  improvement.    I  will  «et 

you  ?^  'u-  'irTT"  r'  r'' ''  y°"'  •»  -« "fw 

«"^^^^ro^^^-v^--r" 

but  dn°*  '"i;^'^'  ^"""'^  Commi„ion  of  sfx  ya7d   of  Uce 

"Si.r'A;::^^«v^^^i^F"^ 

a  hint  of  what  sort  of  .t..ff  „        1  ^   '  """ 

would  like  ''°'°"''  y""  "''"''  «h«= 

M<m<<a>   mof«,„j._I   have   really  had   my  cold  a, 

no.  h!      I         '  '°*'"S  ™y  "°'«  (which  afvo^  are 

not  here  I  o  jnd)  J  am  quite  well  again   whkh  I 

assure  you  .s  ..ore  than  I  expected.     1  heartily  wfsh 
could  hear  the   same  of  you!     Mdlle.  George  L* J 

fs  i?  out  n  ■ ,  I  A^^  ^""'' '°°'  "P"'''  ^^^  Whole  part 
as  If  out  of  a  deep  Cavern  and  slower  than  Kemble  in 
h.s  slowest  moods.  In  short,  I  was  less  enchanted  ha" 
I  expected  to  be  (for  1  never  s^^  AtHali.  aZbVorl) 
But  then  came  '<  la  belle  Ternic,  ••  tu.  _  ..■  °"°"i- 
interesting,  admirably  act{~'  m  3  ^"c's' thatT' 
be  conceived.  In  short  againlthere  is  noM*  * 
ment  like  the  French  Thealre^Fro™  the  Plav  .  I 
with  I.dy  Elizabeth  and  Lord  Ch^lTs  o'thXchZ' 
D  Escars  at  the  top  of  the  TuiUeries.     I  had  been  prf 

HottlTlo? Ld\"  .r^'r"^  ^^  Premier' Mr; 
u  noiei  ae  Koi,  and  brother,  I  be  ieve   to  vnnr  Rii„.i 

rofi'Sr^'-^^-'  '°'^^'  in  an°ararL,Srof- 
or  SIX  small  low  Rooms  up  the  Lord  knows  how 
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many  step*,  like  an  Entreiol  just  under  thf  Roof  of  the 
House.— There  were  all  the  French  people  we  meet  in 
society,  wherever  we  go,  and  a  few  English,  those 
principally  who  go  to  Court.  The  young  French 
Women  are  by  no  means  now  aecutillantes  in  their 
manner  to  any  stranger,  specially  to  those  of  my  age. 
They  are  as  much  li!:e  our  own  Jerseys  and  Coopers 
as  possible,  only  without  half  their  beauty  and  look 
of  Women  of  Fashion.— So  that  it  is  never  in  these  sort 
of  large  parties  that  one  makes  any  acquaintances,  nor 
does  one  want  it ;  one  goes  to  see,  and  for  once  or  twice 
it  is  very  entertaining  anH  I  was  glad  to  see  the  Interior 
of  the  Tuilleries.  The  great  Theatres  are  shut  this 
(Passion)  week,  but  the  little  ones  open  ill  Thursday, 
and  to  some  of  these  which  I  have  not  yet  been  I  hope 
to  get. 

Nothing  but  want  of  time  has  prevented  my  long  ago 
giving  you  what  you  desired,  my  "  prejudiced  [views] " 
about  the  goings  on  of  the  great  House.  I  chose  to  see 
with  my  own  Eyes,  and  it  was  very  long  before  1  had 
any  talk  with  the  Lady  on  the  subject— From  thai 
moment  1  was  convinced  all  wiil  do  well.— H«  has  little 
weaknesses  of  w'  xh  1  did  not  suspect  him.  He  makes 
mistakes  about  French  views  and  French  opinio- is,  of 
which  1  suspected  him  still  less.- She  is  wonderfully 
little  acquainted  with  the  human  heart  and  character 
OMl  of  politics,  with  which  the  heart,  God  know!  has  too 
little  to  do.  But  he  is  a  very  clever  Man— a  rjan  who 
without  appearing  so  to  do,  observes  every  thing,  on 
whom,  therefore,  nothing  is  lost.  With  such  a  Man 
you  will  easily  conceive  how  -nuch  such  a  character  as 
Elizabeth  must  gain  ground,  however  defiant  at  first 
about  his  Uberty,  his  societies,  his  not  being  gAU  by  a 
wife.  He  has  already  found  out  that  his  great  Soueiis 
are  another  thing  since  she  presided  at  them,  and  that 
in  all  his  small  SouMs  she  is  reckoned  infinitely  the 
more  agreeable  of  the  two.     In  private  ue  treats  iier 
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with  great  confidence  and  receives  every  mark  o<  fender- 
ne«  which  .he  .swell  disposed  to  give  him  with  great 
pleasure  ,0  that  I  feel  sure  that  the.r  linage  will  go  on 
well,  and  end  st,ll  better  whether  what  worries  and 
tracasu»  dear  Lord  Hardwicke  does,  or  does  not,  take 
p^ce  In  the  mean  time  I  have  been  sufficiently  pro- 
voked  at  h.m,  and  .0  his  Wife  that  sort  of  confiding  an<. 
safshcd  happmess  and  enjoyment  that  thev  oukM  to 
have  had  m  the  first  months  of  their  marriage.    To  me 

don  t  think  I  have  any  right  to  begin  with  him,  at  least 
I  cannot  feel  sufficiently  at  ease  so  to  do.  He  has 
:ertamly  no  sort  of  awkwardness  with  me,  for  he  is 
a  ways  offering  to  go  anywhere  with  me,  and  com- 
plaming  that  I  make  no  use  of  him.  This  is  the  real 
true  state  of  the  case,  and  as  I  believe  a  perfectly  ««. 
prejudiced  view  of  it.  Show  it  only  to  Aunt  Anne  with 
my  love  and  tell  her  likewise  that  Lady  Hardwicke  has 
quite  justified  herself  in  my  eyes  for  all  that  we  thoucht 
80  strange  m  her  letters  and  conduct.  Elizabeth  herself 
must  have  suffered  much,  but,  believe  me,  she  will  be 
nay,  she  »s  rewarded.  ' 

In  pursuance  of  my  plan  of  slipping  over  what  I  can 
by  the  Messenger,  I  send  you  herewith  your  Ribbons 
and  likewise  seven  French  yards  of  silk  which  I  have 

tnl  1"  ^"""  """•  '  ''°"8ht  it  for  myself  but  it 
shall  be  for  you  if  you  like  it.-It  is  6  francs  a  yard 
coming  therefore  to  30  shillings.  I  sent  you  some  time 
ago  other  patte-ns  of  the  same  sort  and  price  Say  if 
you  think  something  of  this  sort  would  do  for  Anne. 
-Tell  Mr.  Conetant  that  I  think  Mons.  Lain^  a  very 
sensible  man  and  his  manner  and  clearness  in  resuming 
InmM  ','"''  'f'ingthe  questions  in  the  Chambre 
naT^  ,  *=•"'  *°  g°  there  again  next  week.    And 

now  Farewel  and  God  bless  you  and  make  you  well 
afain.  I  shall  bring  my  Father  a  beautiful  present  of 
■•  Velvet  Cap  to  shade  his  Eyes  from  the  light  and  keep 
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hit  head  warm  at  the  >ame  time.  By  the  bye,  I  belie»e 
1  am  going  to  bring  yon  over  two  Handing  Lamp*  (or 
the  dinner  table,  which  you  were  always  wanting  and 
which  are  excellent  here  and  1  can  get  them  for  about 
15  or  16  shillings  a  piece  very  pretty.' 


Mary  Berry  to  Agnet  Berry 

Having  just  sealed  up  a  Packet  (or  you  addressed  to 
my  Father  (on  the  outside)  as  the  more  probable  person 
to  receive  a  large  packet  of  papers  from  me,  in  which 
you  will  find  a  volume  of  a  letter  addressed  to  yourself 
and  finished  only  a  quarter  of  an  hour  ago,  I  shall 
only  add  here  an  acknowledgement  of  your  letter  of 
Friday  the  5th  and  Anne's.  But  1  can  think  of  nothing 
but  the  account  you  give  of  yourself,  or  rather  Anne's 
account  of  you,  which  is  always  the  one  on  which 
I  depend ;  that  you  should  now  be  suffering  more 
pain  mstead  of  entirely  recovering.  I  must  say  1  do 
not  at  all  like  it,  and  if  after  another  letter  or  two  1 
find  you  are  likely  to  continue  much  longer  in  this 
weak  if  not  sufferittg  state  1  shall  certainly  pack  up 
my  alls  and  return  to  you  with  or  withoiU  the  first 
opportunity.  It  will  be  the  end  of  this  week  at  soonest 
before  the  to-morrow's  Mail  can  arrive,  and  I  own  1 
shall  wait  it  with  much  impatience. — 1  am  quite  sure 
neither  Anne,  nor  her  Brother,  nor  Dr.  Baillie,  consider 
your  case  as  worse  than  they  say,  or  leading  to  anything 
bad,  but  if  it  leads  you  to  a  long  and  tedious  confine- 
ment to  avoid  anything  bad,  it  is  well  that  I  should  return 
and  share  it.  But  I  will  still  endeavour  to  hope  better 
things  and  that  the  end  of  the  week  may  give  me  soine 
sort  of  assurance  that  I  may  expect  to  return  to  you  as 
I  left  you  and  bring  with  me  a  friend  whose  society  you 

'  Add.  MSS.  37717,  I.  109. 
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Zll  ^  ""•.•°  «"i°y'  »•«•  my  own  ttorie.  to  which  yo.- 

well  alL  IVd  H  "'"•     '  'r  •°"'  y°"  '»»•  '  """  '"v^lf 
well  again  <,nd  have  escaped  the  headache  that  cenerallv 

«1J V  hear  from  you  again,  and  ,0  God  ble»  ,nd 


A/ary  Btrry  to  Agnet  Berry 

P*««,  Sttmrda,,  /Ifrillh  1I16. 

I  could  not  With  any  degree  of  comfort  begin  again 
my  journal  t.ll  I  had  heard  better  account,  of  you 
which  I  havejust  now  had  the  comfort  of  receiving  in 
your,,  and  above  all  in  Anne',  letter  of  the  9th  A,*the 
fh^t  !r""  i?7  *,°  ^  '""y  P"*'  '  ''"«  °"'y  '°  hope 

av^H  .n^  »•  "'sable  fatiguable  nature"  allow,  you. 
avoid  contributing  to  it,  possible  return,  or  to  tha 
tendency  to  inBammation  which  your  constitution  seem, 
«  all  time,  to  po,ws,.-Anne  give,  a  most  comfortable, 
rational  account  both  M  -our  body  and  your  rnind.- 

suhi^i; ''  T"^  ""  u '*"■  '''°"''*  •'"'=  »"y  ^"^'  on  the 
h,i  "u"''''  ■""  °"«  """"'  «P««='  '0  be  without 

nem,  or  to  have  money  in  our  Banker's  hands,  when 
the  whole  English  world  is  without  a  penny,  wi  mus" 
suppose  that  the  payment  of  our  money  lent  musT  be 
delayed  a  little,  (perhaps  for  a  month  or  t,o.  or  even 

h^T%l  *^'"  "'!  °"'"  P'>'""="*»  "«  »°  far  behind 
hand  The  rent  of  the  house  at  Twickenham  in  the 
meantime  certainly  neither  need,  nor  ought,  to  be  de- 
ATderm!?„  w^  ^I,?''"?  whatsoever,  and  you  must  make 
Alderman  Woods  note  about  calling  for  the  half  year', 

Hon7  "  J"1:  ^^'^^  '  •'"  '='*^"  '"  yo"^  hand,  or 
"oper  s.    My  half  year's  Income  in  the  Fund,  will  like- 

'  Add.  MSS.  37727,  f.  II  J. 
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wiie  now  be  paid,  and  I  will  write  to  Cout<«  tc  tran»(er 
it  to  my  Fathei 'a  account  if  neceuary,  I  repeat  it  aftain, 
iM  cannot  expect  to  be  the  only  people  not  in  difficultie*. 
— I  have  now  drawn  (or  a  hundred  pounds  on  my  credit 
here,  o(  which,  having  hitherto  paid  all  my  Billfi  and 
what  I  have  wnt  you,  I  have  leu  than  i^io  rcmainin|>, 
I  shall  certainly  be  i)hli|;ed  to  draw  for  above  another 
£$0  to  brinf;  me  home  and  clear  me  herr.  But  some  of 
this  I  shall  find  paid  me  back  into  Coutts's  account  like 
Lady  Warren's  Money,  and  part  of  yours.  But  don't 
worry  yourself  about  paying  anymore  money  from  yountlf 
into  Coutts's,  because  you  and  I  can  settle  that  matter 
between  ourselves  when  I  return.  I  certainly  shall  not 
grudge  for  myself  the  money  I  have  spent  here,  and  I 
shall  as  certainly  take  care  that  it  does  not  ultimately 
impoverish  anybody  but  myself. 

I  do  not  see  why  you  think  you  are  to  remain  a 
Cabbage  because  the  life  I  have  been  leading  here  is 
not  one  that  I  could  even  return  to  en  famitle,  and, 
believe  me,  it  is  the  last  thing  either  you  or  I  should 
ever  regret.  My  tastes  and  pleasures  are  really  and 
luckily  much  more  of  my  own  age  and  situation — altho', 
when  not  affected  with  ill-health,  I  have  still  a  power  of 
general  amusement  which  belongs  to  few.  I  still  repeat 
that  if  my  Father  continues  well,  and  if  I  can  have  a 
Cavalier  to  help  me,  I  see  no  reason  why  we  may  not 
go  abroad  this  Autumn,  with  the  idea  of  merely  resting 
here  for  a  fortnight  in  a  Hitel  garni  and  going  on  to 
Geneva  nr  en  droHure  to  Marseilles.  I  an.  sure  I  should 
like  it  extremely,  provided  you  think,  from  the  report 
that  I  shall  make,  that  you  wor.ld  like  the  life  we  should 
lead  established  anywhere  abroad  lietter  than  the  life 
we  can  lead  established  as  we  are  in  England.  I  have 
sometimes  my  doubts  about  this,  and  sometimes  I  feel 
certain  you  would,  and  sometimes  I  feel  certain  you 
would  not.  In  short,  we  must  talk  this  over.  In  the 
meantime  I  would  certainly,  in  looking  for  and  hiriii)! 
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'JrVml'  "^r"  '°  •"'''  ■  ""•  "  »"•  «>»«  h've  "hou. 
?L.   K  "  ■'  ""•  *•"'  'bro.d-1  m«n  .  permanent 

^nlm?^"":';"'  °',*'''"fy  •?•"«  »"<<  '""ived  which  you 
find  fault  w,th  one  way  or  the  other.  »«/  the  time.,  which 
with.  wh.ch  w«  U^jA  G.  HIgotf.  Interest  and  the  Rent 

wLJlJl' H  "J  '.",f  ?"'  "*"  *'""«y  '"  "'«  ••■""«•  i  <hi» 
wa.  to  do  lor  u.  I.ll  June,  when  our  half-year',  annuity 

..due  from  Scotland.  wh.ch  this  year,  clear  ol  Income 

1^™.  u'^'^","*^"  •'""  "  *"•  »"<*  Mr.  Vernion-. 
Interest.     How  all  thi.  may  be  paid  I  cant  «y,  but  I 

T.'l.?r  ""'  ""'^''  * ''?'  '"""  """^  P~P'«'»  P'»y«>cnti. 
Therefore  we  muxt  .ubmit.  and  make  the  best  of  the 
mconvemence,  thai  other  people  .uffer.  and  the  delay, 
whjch  they  are  obliged  to  make  in  their  payments.  Vou 
need  fear  no  great  11,11.  that  I  know  of.  coming  into  you 
,u,tnow  and  If  any  .hould  (which  I  cant  for«e).  you 
must  ,usl  tell  them  that  our  Income,  like  all  the  rest  of 
h.t       .  »,'■   "  ""'  P^*'*'  ""'*  "•"'  therefore,  they  must 

t^^yTri  '  """"  '  "'^^  "°^  »"-"««« '-'- 
mtft  que  mat,  all  the  busmess  part  of  your  letter 

My  journal  this  Passion  Week  will  not  be  very  bril- 
all'JL  lluu'^  ^  been  extremely  troublesome,  and,  like 
all  the  colds  here,  very  tedious  in  departing.  On  Tuesday 
U>e  day  after  I  last  wrote  to  you,  it  confined  r^^^ 
o  my  room  all  day  with  a  violent  oppression,  tho'  not 
spasm,  m  my  head.  Quietness  and  barley  water,  how- 
ever,  made  me  the  next  day  able  to  keep  an  engagement 
w.th  Madame  Moreau  to  ko  with  her  and  Le  Marichale 
Macdonald  to  see  the  whole  Interior  of  the  Luxembourg 
now  arranged  for  the  House  of  Peers,  as  it  was  beforf 
occupied  by  Bonaparte's  Senate.  The  whole  of  it.  ar- 
rangement  and  decoration  is  the  thing  in  best  taste 
mat  I  have  wen  in  France.     1  there  saw  too  for  the 
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8ftl  lime  Rubent  Oalerir  du  Luxeinboi>rf{,  which  in- 
finitely txcMdtd  my  expecUtion,  and  U  Siieur'«(r)  Life 
of  SI.  Bruno,  removed  (rom  the  former  Chartreuse, 
which  (ell  far  short  of  them—the  colouring  of  mo»t  of 
them  ia  crude  and  raw,  the  drawing  often  defective  or 
ungraceful,  and  the  compoiidon  which  it  certainly  their 
/ort*  i»  Men  to  better  advantage  in  the  Print*  —  Vcrnett, 
Porta  de  Mer  dc  France  are  likewisK  here  collected  in  two 
large  Kooma — they  are  beautiful  furniture  and  picture*, 
and  one  longa  to  have  them  in  a  Drawing  Room. 

Thurtiay.—Vlt  dined  quietly  at  home  with  only  the 
two  Pepyaea.  Spectaclea  there  were  none,  and  I  there- 
fore had  the  luxury  of  remaining  one  evening  quietly  at 
home— quite  quietly,  for  Lady  Hardwicke  made  iiomc 
viaita  with  Elixabeth,  where  I  had  no  wiah  to  accompany 
them.  Friday,  Gv  od  Friday,  was  the  but  and  only  really 
■wr*  day  we  have  had  aince  I  have  bee--  here.  I  went 
with  Madame  Moreau  In  a  amart  Engliah  Landau  to 
Longchampa,  where  all  the  Engliah  received  the  con- 
aoling  assurance  that  the  worst  Sunday  that  ever  shone 
on  Hyde  Park  producea  twenty  times  more  handsome 
equipages  than  this  one  day  of  Gala  for  all  the  Horse* 
and  Carriages  of  Paris.  Longchamps  was  a  thing  o' 
dirty  Cabriolets  and  Hackney  coaches,  interspersed  with 
here  and  there  a  clean  Barouche  and  one  or  two 
foreign  coaches  and  four.  Here,  however,  I  was  very 
well  amused  with  the  people,  the  lookers-on,  Ac,  and 
remained  till  past  six  o'clock,  when  1  was  set  down  at 
the  Ambassade  to  dine  m  familU  and,  like  the  Scotch 
Laird,  did  "  nae  mair  "  that  day. 

Mmtkf  Mtrnmt,  Afril  1 5. 
To  go  on  with  my  journal.  Saturday  we  again  dined 
at  the  Ambassade  with  14  or  15  people.  In  the  Evening 
there  was  a  sort  of  Soirit  for  the  English  that  were  pui, 
and  it  was  agreeable  enough.  It  snowed  a  little  that 
evening,  but  yesterday  it  was  a    regular  and   vii:!cnt 
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tnowlorm  h.r.  |h.  whol.  day  .fl.r  ,2  o'clocl,,  and  | 

X.T^.rd  .i^ih  "?*•  r  '*° "'  '""* '""  "'"'"'««<"• "' 
nit « Tdd^*:;'  ""*"  *'"•  *  *•'«'"  °'  •«•'*•  '•  h" 

««r.    ^'^"•"""' »"«»  "  »•»•  J"'*  been  h«ilin«_nev«  w„ 
there  w  late  and  w  l«d  »  .ea.on  h,r,.     H..wVver   ', 
Madame  d.  S.a«.  „id.  i,  i,  ,he  »a.hion  no"  S  i 
here-and  «.  m  the  very  mid,t  of  it,  at  3  ocloek  ye.lcrd  ,v 
w.  went   to   rE«l«e  dc  TOratoi;..  Lw  gten  ,"  th^ 

Tver  and  th.r<*^  per.ni«ion  after  Hi,  Service  wa, 
bv  Penv,lnH  .T""'""  »""""'»«"•'»,  which  wa,  done 
by  Pepy,  and  another  younK  clergyman  hc.e,  and  which 
we  al  received  with  above  a  hundred  oihe  ,.  t^f?,re  a 
con..der,ble  audience  of  common  French  ^oplXr 

remark  the  .enou.  attention  and  curiosity  with  which 

O^urch  ,n  the  «me  violent  «now  Morm  I  returned  al 
very  near  ..x  to  make  a  hasty  toilette  to  dine  w.th  the 
Duchess  de  Vaudement.    There  wa,  only  Arm^de 

verr.i;S''  J^r"  '^ '  °''"  ■»"'  '"^ "  -• 

very  agreeable.    Ute  in  the  evening  I  at  la,!  made  o..» 

t'pTi^o)^'"'  "":'" '"  •'"''«-  jabion:ts 

»  Pole  who  receives  here  evt.y  Sunday.  She  i.  an 
Intr,g,nie  a  c»jiuon  dU,  and  .  believe  «a/L  del  C^ 
but  receives  all  sort,  of  people  d,  bonne  Con,pagnie.Zi 
dare  say  by  what  I  saw  it  might  be  often  very  agreeX 
went  principally  .0  see  Madame  Walewska'l  don't" 
«pell  the  name  right)  but  Buonaparte's  last  mistress 
who  has  a  son  by  him.  Well,  after  all  I  had  heard  of 
her  at  Nap  es,  I  expected  to  find  a  person  who,  if  not  halid 

TZ'J,nl '"'""""«''-»  "eS""'.  looked  interestinSTnd 
.nimating,  or  languishing  and  tender.  Rien  dc  tJcM. 
She  1,  a  large  square  woman,  not  very  unlike  the  cut  of 
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Madamt  ConttanI,  only  l»c«d  up,  and  nol  mora  than  m 
or  MVtn  and  Iwtnly,  with  a  tingularly  vul||ar  Oat  count*- 
nance,  redeemed  by  no  expreatiun  whaltiicver,  and  more 
Ukcanood  bounciiiK  Kilchen-maid  brought  up  in  School 
al  Wiin|iole  and  promiunu  <o  h«  loo  (at  lor  her  work,  than 
anything  elte.  And  thi*  »  the  intereating  Heroin*  that 
went  out  to  Ke  him  at  Elba,  and  with  whom  he  pawed 
a  night  on  the  Mountain)  I— I  iiever  »hall,  I  6nd,  live 
long  enough  to  overcome  my  aurpria*  at  the  taate  o<  great 
men  tn  f»U  d*  Ftmmti/-Vrom  Madam*  Jablonowtki 
I  r*turn«d  very  late,  and  am  quite  well  thu  morning, 

While  on  the  Kubjett  ot  theie  particn,  let  me  tell  you 
how  pleaaed  I  am  tu  hnd  the  real  truth  of  what  foreigner* 
have  often  told  ui,  that  North  Audley  Street  i»  the  thing 
in  London  the  moat  like  French  Society.  I  don't  mean 
•o  much  our  large  pai  tin  u  our  common  Evening!  at 
Home— only  they  are  geiiciMlly  much  better,  more  men, 
more  convenation,  and  the  refrethmentt  more  tidily 
Mrved.  I  shall  no  longer  have  any  icruple*  of  being  At 
Home  as  often  as  you  pleas*  and  receiving  anybody 
who  may  have  the  entrU  without  any  fear  o<  hem  finding 
it  dull,  and  when  I  bring  you  over  the  two  nice  lamps 
that  I  propo**,  I  assiu-e  you  humble  North  Audley  Street 
may  vie  with  many  SociHh  i  la  mod*  id. 

Hail  don't  let  me  forget  to  tell  you  that  I  have 
had  a  second  letter  from  Kr^eville  on  Thursday  last 
•ncloning  this  for  you.  He  bad  not  then  received  my 
first  letter,  on  which  I  immediately  wrote  him  a  second 
to  the  same  purpose,  which  I  am  e4fi*iH  was  put  into 
the  post  and  I  truit  will  reach  him,  lit  tim*.  but  the 
post  office  here  is  1  (ear  at  present  most  uncertain  from 
the  delays  of  examination,  &c.,  to  say  nothing  of  the 
bad  weather  and  roads.  This  said  bad  weather  ha.s 
cruelly  delayed  all  the  drives  into  the  Country  which  I 
counted  on  ai.  1  which  they  are  all  ready  (or  as  soon  ui 
possible,  but  hitherto  they  have  been  quite  iMpossible.' 
'  Add.  MSB.  )77>M:iii. 
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Aflltx,  ilfO, 


Now  for  my  journal— 

tV»  -i.t  u      ^"'  *'*"■  *'"'='•  *e  *«"(  ind  drank 

ea  with  Mrne.  de  Vaudemcnt.    Wedne«lav  ?he   .^h 

wtnt  in  Dawson',  cabriole  all  rounS^e  BoU«?l' 

Ei  rtett  a' d '"•  tr  "-''  "" '"'icic  ^d 
.h.  1  J  T  ^  '  *"•*  *«  '"«'  »  charminc  walk  For 
th.  Jardm  de.  Plant..,  according  to  it,  pre«n,  arrange. 

^^^^.:.^l^.  ''^^'tf /^"  ^^"-"'  "^"«'  »-. ...  c.,^. 
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menu,  ii  not  only  one  of  the  most  magnificent,  but 
one  of  the  prettieit,  and  most  enjoyable,  things  you 
ever  saw,  with  all  the  Beasts  and  Birds  living  very 
much  at  their  ease,  in  that  part  of  it  called  the  Mena- 
gerie. In  the  evening  we  went  to  the  Play.  Mdlle. 
Mais  in  the  Coqtutt*  amgit  (vide  my  letter  to  Mrs.  Damer 
for  what  I  think  of  her).  Among  these  young  fine  ladies 
1  find  I  have  the  reputation  of  being  unefemme  de  beait- 
coup  i'etprit,  which  I  shall  certainly  retain  with  them, 
as  we  have  no  conversation  together  that  can  possibly 
detect  my  want  of  it.  The  elder  ones,  whether  they 
take  It  on  their  own  judgement,  or  the  report  of  their 
Daughters  and  Nieces,  certainly  treat  me  and  talk  to 
me  as  if  they  gaye  me  credit  for  it. 

But  to  my  Journal.  Thursday,  i8th,  we  had  a  dinner 
at  home-Humboldt,  Barthelemy,  Ward  too,  and  in 
the  Evening  went  to  music  at  the  Dsse.  de  Vaude- 
ment  where  (par  parenthise)  I  always  find  my  Aim6e  de 
Coiquy,  whose  face  and  whose  manner  Lady  Hardwicke 
begins  to  like  so  much  that  she  is  going  to  ask  her  to 
dine  here  some  day  with  Ward  and  some  others. 

Friday  igth,—ln  the  morning  I  had  an  enormous 
long  walk  in  the  streets  with  Sir  Charles.  We  went 
first  to  G&ard,  the  Painter's,  who  s  a  much  cleverer 
and  more  agreeable  man  than  he  is  a  good  painter. 
Lady  Hardwicke  too  met  us  here,  but  here  we  left 
them  again,  and  continued  walking  into  shops,  where 
there  were  curious  and  beautiful  things,  till  half  past 
SIX  o'clock,  when  I  dined  in  my  walking  dress,  just 
as  I  returned,  at  the  Hotel  with  no  creature  but  our 
family  party.  In  the  evening  I  was  to  have  made 
two  separate  French  visits,  but  after  sitting  an  hour 
with  the  Moreau,  who  was  becomingly  convalescent, 
I  was  rejoiced  to  find  myself  too  late  for  my  other 
visits,  and  to  get  home  to  Bed. 

To-day,  thank  Heaven,  we  dine  quietly  at  home,  Lady 
Hardwicke  and  I,  and  Elizabeth  with  us,  as  the  men  are 
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tion  it  wa,  a  L  set  tofotWench  i^J"""""' 
'eelin'g.  benetlence^SUT  sf  G  "'  '"*'  "' 

'Add.MSS.3;7a7,f.i2.. 
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Mary  Berry  to  Agnes  Berry 

Mtrnday,  AfrUn  (1II16),  J  t'lUtt. 

Juit  this  moment  returned  from  Wilton's  trial    I 
find  your  packet  of  the  19th,  Friday.    I  have  not  yet 
had  time  to  read  it  even,  and  I  don't  believe  I  shall  before 
I  am  obliged  to  dispatch  mine,  as  the  Courier  now 
sets  ofif  at  six  o'clock  instead  of  twelve  at  night.    But 
I  have  opened  my  packet  directed  lihe  papers  for  my 
Father  to  pop  in.    The  work  you  want  I  I.ad  got  it 
for  the  bottom    of  your  Calico  Gown,  but  can  get 
another.    It  is  the  quantity  for  the  bottom  of  a  petticoat 
m  which  one  buys  them.    For  the  sleeves  you  mutt  do 
as  you  please :  this  would  not  do  for  them.    I  would 
not  have  misled  the  trial  on  any  account.    It  is  not 
over,  and   I   am  going  there  again   to-morrow,  which 
IS  sufficiently  fatiguing,  for  one  is  obliged  to  be  there 
soon  after  eight  to  get  a  tolerable  place.    But  you  know 
all  trials  entertain  me,  and  this  is  certainly  a  peculiar 
interest.    The  conduct  of  a  French  trial  (when  not  for 
hfe  and  Death)  is  so  contrary  to  all  our  ideas  of  justice 
as  to  [surprise]  one  that  so  clever  a  people  after  all  their 
Codes  and  all  their  Constitutions  should  not  yet  have 
got  nearer  the  mark.     I  have  no  possible  time  for  details 
just  now,  but  I  confess  that  I  think  our  people  made 
a  very  bad  appearance.   They  were  all  examined  to-day. 
All  spoke  much  too  bad  French  (according  to  my  ideas) 
to  have  attempted  to  speak  in  public.    In  the  midst 
of  my  peroration  my  letters  are  called  for,  so  farewell.' 


Mary  Berry  to  Agnes  Berry 

Pahis,  TkunJay,  Afril li,  1816. 

I  shall  send  you  but  a  short  line  to-day,  as  this  is 
not  my  post  day,  but  I  have  the  enclosed  to  forward 
•  Add.  MSS.  37737,  f.  134. 
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mine  and  -^  «^'h,ll  t^'.t'^p' ''''°  J'^'"'^ 

happen..  ,„d  wSen  we  Save TL"  .'f!  .*•""""  '*''' 
the  *«,  and  the  ,C  S  be  «hl^^  '°«'"'"  »'«'" 
idea  when  you  m^.xn,rl  ^  "  '°  S'""  y°"  ""nc 
^condhand'i;ip"?„;Te  '^h";^,  '"*""'"'  '°  ""^  » 
much  cheaper  than^  t  ■  f  '  "^  *""•«  '  »hall  get 
to  u.  herea'l^er  tV^hlf  if 'thff ,  -^  »^  -^' 
in  which  I  can  convey  mv\  ""'^  P°"''''«  w>y 

"  "s^er^h'  \"r- b^y  tSfSrHi"  "^  -"■^"'^ »' 

withou  'con^TcLf  "r"V  *'t  'r'  '"''•'•  y"««^y. 
entirely  the  SoTth^  .k  "'!"'""'  """^  "  «°°k  "P 
soon  Jter  sevef  o'c LS  'nTi„'?h  '  h"";  ""'' "^'"S  ^^^ 
court  for  between  eioht  ,nHV  ^  '  ''°*  »"''  """^ed 
perfectly  incapaWe  ^f  ?„"!  '^  i°T  ""=''  '^y' '  «" 
and  going  to  bed  after  my  Sum  1  T'?^  """"'"«. 
me  back  in  all  mv  !       '^  '  *""*  "  ^as  thrown 

one  or  two"thi't  rshSriL";"  ffir  X,°' 

extremely  entertained     v...    j        ,  *  '  ^^  been 

the  EngL  SZt  bj?h Si"^^''""  "' 
executed   his   office   adL^w  "'  ''"P'"'  """o 

•"Jibing  ,1,.,  <S«  p,Si„"'t,r?,'""  •J°l'"»! 

«.»"  !•/=' £"""^' ^  "s?.«i,r 
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under  a  poaitively  falie  pretence,  and  (or  two  non-exist- 
ing persons,  so  that  he  was  not  obliged  to  defend 
himself  on  the  only  indefensible  point  in  English 
eyes.  In  those  of  French  truth  and  probity  it  was 
nothing,  not  thought  worth  adverting  to,  even  by  their 
magistrates  1 1 

Hutchinson  wisely  thought  proper  to  say  nothing. 
Last  came  Bruce  who,  in  fine  Bowery  commonplace, 
which  he  too  pronounced  with  a  horrible  accent, 
brought  together  Montesquieu,  La  Fontaine,  Henry  IV, 
le  Chev.  Bayard,  La  revolution  d'Angleterre  de  1688, 
les  Bedouins  du  Desert,  Les  Druses  du  Mont  Libane, 
and  the  romanesque  of  the  adventure  in  which  he  was 
proud  of  having  acted  a  part.  Judge  what  sort  of  a 
farrago  this  must  have  been,  and  the  farrago  of  a  vain, 
weak  mind.  The  young  Avocats  thought  it  very  fine 
(what  they  understood  of  it). — It  was  just  such  fudge  as 
they  would  have  talked  themselves.  The  older  people, 
while  they  admired  Wilson,  said  Bruce  had  the  Ion  of 
a  "mauvais  Comedien."  However  he  sat  down  with 
great  self-applause,  and  neither  did  good  nor  harm,  1 
believe,  to  his  cause,  for  the  fact,  as  they  both  owned, 
and  gloried  in  it,  was  undeniable,  and  therefore  some 
punishment  was  absolutely  necessary.  The  jury  did 
not  remain  out  above  an  hour,  and  they  had  to  decide 
on  three  French  persons  implicated  as  well  as  the  three 
English.  The  Court  was  kept  in  good  order  and  no 
applause  or  marks  of  approbation,  very  properly,  allowed. 
It  was  cram  full  of  women,  but  Lady  Glengall,  Lady 
Conyngham,  Mrs.  Crosbie  and  myself  the  only  English 
ones  (of  people  known)  who  attended  constantly.  But  I 
do  not  think,  whatever  lies  may  be  told  of  it,  that  it 
excited  a  very  strong  interest  anywhere,  or  with  any 
people  except  the  personal  friends  of  Lavalette.  I  can 
add  very  little  more  to  you  just  now,  for  I  have  been 
out  all  the  morning  with  Mrs,  Meason  in  the  first  of 
Spring  days.    The  Spring  has  burst  on   us  with  fine 
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how  every  thing  hw  s Urtii  i^t '  «      ''"'"'  ^"'"'•rful 
"  our  Garden  and  e^rywht^eeli^     P*"  """^  '"'»  '"' 
or  rather  for  my  plaZe   fust  a.^h     "^  *"""  "^*^' 
a  Court  mourning  loftheE".'      *  fT'"*  ">"«  « 
everybody  is  obliged  to  wear^  w  ^'  'J"""''  *'"<='' 
«"««  not  having  a*  rag  oT  black  S."!"',""  ^^'"'"8' 
to  buy  a  Gown     No  hi,™        !^      "*'  '  "■"  obliged 
•ruly/but  to  ge    it  maSeTnd"  ^\r  *"'  ^-^  »"'« 
"■d  "oniething^on  riL    1      'k'".«  °"  "y  »■"■• 
telling  one  a  word  oHhi,  I'       :'  ""^^^  ''"°*i"8  or 
it  wJj  to  beTutoi    I  ,h.r"'T"'"'«"'8ht  before 

•hut  up  this  s::„°,"'  or  tL7  of'i^T"  •"  ■"'"« 

borrow  a  Gown  from  Udy  EHzaLh  "k  V^"^  °' 
pose.,  but  which  I  do  n^t  «e  thj^"'  ^1"=''  ""  P'°- 
on.-However.  once  en  Zilis^'n  Z'TJW  «'"'"« 
never  have  another  thought  about  my  dr'e^f  '"""^  '"" 

^arv  fi«rry  to  Agnes  Berry 

^l^Z  ytrt'.  ?-  -  .£%'r  »;«^;  at  the 

It  does  n'o.  discompfmeTbeca'Cl  ZtV:''''"^ 
m  my  power  to  disaoDoinf  v^?   i!  °P*  '  ^ave  it 

the  time  I  proposed  Th"  ^^'  ^^  *"'"'"«  ""'  about 
W»  aPPearanc??"  he~c?ur  JVf°t!:'^' ''  ^.If  ^'"«  '"»'- 
yet  here),  I  see  nothing  that^mn  *'!''  ^'°'  ""  "  "°' 
'he  end  of  the  next\«k  ^"P'^f"' ""^ '»"'"«  °"t 
'ofh  at  latest.  But  Wl  he  cAm/ ,  "  *°  '""'  '''~"*  '^e 
-y  packets,  nor  .l^  se.t  e  m"  fei"s"ir  '^"  "^ 
'o  "-  again  to  Mon.pelier  io\fZ\J ^^7^^ 
'  Add.  MSS.  377a,.  t„5. 
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h«  it  not  already  on  the  road,  but  hoping  and  believ- 
ing him  to  be  so,  I  have  not  forwarded  your  letter, 
but  keep  it  to  give  him  here.  As  (or  his  l>eing  none 
the  better  for  my  introduction  to  Sir  Charles,  you 
are  mistaken  there.  He  has  been  everything  that  is 
civil  and  hind  to  me  in  his  way  since  I  have  been 
here— and  I  take  him  in  it.— It  is  not  that  that  I 
like  best,  but  I  am  sure  as  there  are  no  political 
reasons  against  Fr^eville,  which  makes  everybody 
draw  off  here — that  in  his  way  he  will  be  very  civil 
to  him. — In  short,  fits  vo»s  d  moi  for  doing  what  is 
right  and  best  for  our  Friend. 

Did  I  send  you  a  letter  on  Monday  last  f  I  do  not 
feel  sure. — I  .know  I  did  not  write  to  you  on  Thursday 
for  I  was  hid  not  by  tiit  Ug,  but  by  the  head,  the  whole 
day.  However  my  heads  here  just  last  a  whole  day 
without  having  ever  (but  once)  come  to  vomitting,  so 
that  the  next  day  I  am  myself,  or  at  least  capable  of 
service  again. 

Now  for  my  journal  of  last  week. — Monday  we 
dined  en  famitte  at  Ambassade,  and  in  the  evening 
Sir  Charles  carried  us  to  the  VariMs  to  see  the  last 
piece,  and  afterwards  we  joined  Lady  Mardwicke  and 
Elizabeth  at  Lady  Glengall's  where  there  was  an  ex- 
cellent assembly  both  -if  French  and  English.  Tuesday 
I  was  for  a  long  time  in  the  Morning  in  the  Library 
of  our  No£l  Comte  Roderer,  who  is  a  most  informed 
and  interesting  Man,  from  the  great  part  he  has  acted 
during  the  whole  of  the  Revolution.  He  and  I  are  quite 
friends,  and  I  go  up  to  his  Library  and  find  him  there 
whenever  I  please,  or  rather  can,  which  is  not  half  so 
often  as  I  wish. 

And  here  arrives  most  opportunely  your  letter  of 
Friday  last.  You  will  see  by  the  beginning  of  this  that 
you  only  did  me  justice  in  supposing  that  I  should  not 
be  discomposed  with  your  former  letter,  still  less  suppose 
that  my  poor  Father's  dream  could  make  any  impression 
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on  your  mind.    The  lif.  1  k 

^  very  «„ry  ,„  ,J  ^^^J  j'„'^„7"  '••««"«.  1  .hould 
wasgoodaiafct  and  0/ ,i.-  L*",'""**'-  Enough 
"  but  ever  .«  to' «"  ^S  'h.  '^'"•''''*  "°«  A 
•oc'««yand  the  .ituation  in  which  ,  ^'"T""""'  "» 
here,  occured  to  me  earlier  i^  We  i  *  '?""''  "y" 
°'  great  coniequence  and  m       •  ^"^  *°"'''  ''"e  been 

|hcyo..y  m,keV?.^,'^vtryXwhc*n°'f  '"f  •"  "«• 
been  while  I  was  youncer  ^h  S.      ,    ,'  '^^  *°  h»ve 

"ow-    A.  it  i,, ,  havX'n  much  en/  *^  ""«  "««" 

now  welcome  the  quS  da""  Lh    'f'J'''' »"''  ""»" 

home  and  iU  little  cLie  ,W  win?''  °'  ^'*'  »nd  the 

-occasion  to  U.  over  S  fclTht"--'-- 

.HcSs^oSi^i'^cfrrrdi:'  r;*  ^"-  -<' 

not  blame  tken,  but  .ai"!.  :°"ten'f  %'^''"'^''-  '  *«« 
hc^^-red  that,  like  the  l:Z:^'tx''^ru'\  '!"«' 
1M  mo,  gut  ai  raisoH  sur  U  eo^ilJ  Vf' "■ ''  "  >  « 
'ben  you  know  all  I  h^ve  k,^^"  *'  ^""^ois.  and 
thmk  so.  "^"  beard  and  seen  you  will 

'  have  little  to  add  to  wha»  i  i. 
■ny  --eturn.  I  ,«  waitim,Tmt  .  ^'  "'"'"'y  '"d  about 
|he  moment  he^e  '  ht  Tp'l"""''  'T  ''''«"■"«.  and 
'o  »et  out  with  him  wthin  aTek  ?*  1 '"'"  "^  «»dy 
«•  of  the  ,4th  April,  hj  sav,  he  "m  "  ^"  '"*  '«"«'  «° 
•hort  stay  in  Pari,  "pZr^Ji  Z^""'  *°  ""''"=  »  ^ery 
"PPOse  he  will  contriTtoTrrt^^n."^^''"'"''  »°  ' 
before  he  supposes  me   r-,^    !     "'^  "  ^"X  'ew  days 

which  was  at  latest  the  mwE',^  "^  '""'"*'  ^>' 
again  to  hurry  him  -I  sfnH  J  J^^^"  '  have  written 
'n^the  AmbaLador's  &g  a  lol  ^^^  "^  '""  Courie^ 
wh'ch  I  engaged  him  to^write  of  n  iv  '""°  *'«»»°n. 
«e»   't    so    conveyed.    B^tM"  I''' ''^■"'''"fi'o 

«n»ibleman,isve%creduouf^fT'H"''''°"8''  =»  very 
-  .3  not  enough  ^£:Z^  ^  K^crcfaraS 
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to  be  able  to  judge,  what  little  truth  he  may  hear.  The 
letten  1  have  had  from  poor  Mri.  Darner  but  too  truly 
confirm  what  you  tell  me  o(  her.  It  it  a  iubject  on 
which  my  heart  ii  ttill  io  feelingly  alive,  that  I  never 
think  of  it  without  ai  profound,  and  a  much  more  pain- 
JHl  mtlancholy  than  I  ihould  feel  at  the  death  of  an 
triinary  Kriend.  Her  ills  ot  every  sort  are  every  day 
increaiing  and  are  alai  I  absolutely  without  remedy.  In 
the  midit  of  what  I  feel  myiclf  I  can  heartily  pity  dear 
Charlotte.  I  have  written  to  her  (Mrs.  Damer)  by  this 
Courier,  but  a*  my  letter  was  sealed  before  I  got  here 
to-day,  do  tell  her  that  I  may  not  tear  my  letter  by 
opening  it,  that  I  will  daily  forward  the  enclosures  she 
Mnds  me.  A^d  now,  farewell.  A  bad  day  has  given 
me  leisure  to  write,  and  thank  ..'eaven  I  do  nothing 
tc-day  but  dine  tnUUi  Ut*  with  Elizabeth,  her  parents 
dining  with  the  Prince  of  Condi,  and  her  husband  at  a 
ministerial  dinner  at  the  Due  de  Richelieu's.— They  are 
all  to  meet  us  at  the  Play  afterwards.  The  Caledons  we 
expect  on  Wednesday,  and  I  have  got  them  lodged  in  a 
pavilion  atU,Mnt  to  this  House,  so  that  we  shall  eat  and 
dine  together.  When  I  leave  dear  Lady  Hardwicke  in 
the  hands  of  Catherine  she  cannot  do  better,  although 
she  will  not  yet  for  some  time  be  quite  well,  and  she  ii 
aware  of  it  herself.  And  now  once  more  farewell.  You 
shall  hear  from  me  the  moment  Frigeville  arrives.  God 
bless  you.* 


Mary  Btny  to  Agn*$  Btrry 

PA«n,  Tturid^,  Mv9<  >>■<' 

No  Frigeville  arrived  yet,  but  as  I  have  not  heard 
from  him  again,  I  must  suppose  him  on  the  road.  It  is. 
however,  very  inconvenient  to  me  his  not  arriving  a 

'  AdltMSS.  377>7.'.l>7- 
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aoment  before  ihe  time  I  i^.k  .-     . 
cnnol  mak,  th.  fi„r*rr.„«l  ?  T.""''  '**•"••  ' 
my  thing,  till  h.  coml^  TT    •'^"*  «hep.cki„g 

'•«p..  «l  which  „r«.,)''^~7„«?« »'  Book.: 

ii  .Irwdy  packed,  a^d  a.  1«,'*!."'?  ?"  "'  •"•  ^o-*" 
E.terhaiy.  and  had  a  worH  t^  .  .  '.'"'"  •«'"  P""** 

H.t..   Bonnet,,   and    Chiffon^  T'^'     **"'  "y 

•bout,  and  belU  1ut«-  5? 7  J„.7"'^  T  P^-''^ 
deal  ca«  apart,  for  it  i.  „„  ^  ""'*  '"  *  «"«" 
the  price  of  "h,  carrijfe  l  "  t"*"'"'"'  ""«  '"' 
Cpotte.  which  I  ho«^!o„  LtT'^r/J'"  "'  y""' 
I  darewy  I  might  baV!  d«n.T!l.  '?''  **»""'"'  'ho' 
know  /am  4  .t'^ld  T  £  I. '°Z  '?";,  "^^  y°" 
nobody  can  kn^w  the  to^em  a^H  '^^'^'  »"" 
ncM  of  Pari,   trade!,!,  i  ""*  'ncommodiou^ 

had  lately  to  dell'tah'Tht  """*   ""•-   •"«'  "- 

never  in  my  life  wm  «f  ».n     .       *"  '^'"'''  *''««  I 

Mar.  in  both  piece,  and  in  h^rh  "T^'   *''*"•• 

ha.  at  laat  enlirelv  m.H  ^"'  '"  P""'*":'  that  .he 

01  all  thTr:."' o'CSoHd'  'T,?""*  'J°"«  '^"'  »>»♦ 
■nade  a  vi.it  to  the  pnZt  t  "V'f*  '  "•"»  and 
ha.  ju.t  now  been  ?n  En»?anH^'**  ?=''"«"•  "^^  ">at 
»  young,  and  prettWin /p  °'  "  ""'«  ^''ile.-She 
or  other  took  vSi'to  me  ih^ ,  ^'l'""  •°™"'°* 
to  her  at  our  p.rty  here  t?.  „^h  ^  *"'  introduced 
Ladie.  in  the  German  p,'I^'  "'«''*•    ^"^  ""e  two 

at  our  Br,  meetTngand  ,he7.,?'°"  '*«'"»'  W«"d»hip 
the  next  day  (Say)  „hi.h  ,^  "!.  *°  "'"*  *'«*  he? 
go  to  Versamls  JhSle  5.'f  and'lToh  I°'h"  *"  '^'''  ""» 

r4:3!-thteT?""'-^^^^^ 

-e  opera  1  we7t^  rrer^m^ ^Te^^r^ -- 


if 
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wtll  nctivtd  Md  I  •m  (0  din*  with  h*r  to-morrow, 
f^i..  ^"f^  ••  M  bting  .  <*#  ihmlit  .nd  up  in 
Ughl.  o<  Ronunc*  wher*  R«»on  .nd  Ugic  CMnol 
lollow  h«.  But  hiUiwto  I  really  likr  her.^  |  "« 
jlw.yt  prone  to  pity  Md  to  like  thoM  who  feel,  or  even 
(MM  Ih^  feel,  more  or  differen'lv,  from  the  everyday 
I?  K  1  K  I!  ^  •  """*  entertaining  day  at  Ver«iillei 
which  I  had  never  leen  well,  and  almoil  forcol  i  luckily 

.^  .  ^!  »"«*  "y**"-  We  Mw  everything  very  com- 
plelcly,  dined  there,  and  relumed  to  tea  here.  I  had 
before  no  idea  of  the  magnificence  of  Verwille.,  nor  the 
great  effect  that  il  muit  have  had  on  the  Arti  of  itt  day 
The  gardent  are  the  moit  magniScent  thing  conceivable 
a*  the  appendage  to  such  a  Palace,  and  now,  in  their 
flnt  and  frethett  verdure  beautiful !  But  if  anythinc 
were  necessary  to  deter  one  from  the  wish  of  wearine  * 
Crown  It  would  be  the  idea  of  living,  patting  one't  Ufe 
from  moaning  to  night,  and  from  night  to  morning  acain 
in  the  Gilded  Rooms  of  Versaillet!  To  a  tpectiuor 
however,  how  interesting  the  remer  hrancet  and  tcenes 

hl*?t  I  ?'".I.'"  i"*'"*^  °'  **"  '•  "•  "•"'•"on  i" 
the  Chapel,  to  the  door  at  whic  he  wretched  Marie 
Antoinette  fled  from  the  mure  .tn  already  in  her 
Oild.^  Bedchamber  to  .h.t  of  the  King  for  p'ro^^lrtio" 
But  pray  don  t  keep  me  he.-i  talking  about  Vertaille. 
when  I  am  going  out  in  a  moment  with  Mrt.  Meaior  to 

on^my  latt  draft-a  dminution  which  my  friendt  can 

t.w!l' J***^^  "  »»«>'»'"»ble  again.  We  had  a  fine 
^ay  for  Versailles  but  ycierday  and  to-day  it  is  raining 
hard,  and  as  cold  as  Mar.-h.  The  Caledons  we  expect 
ear  y  to-day  as  a  letter   came  from  them  at  Calais 

Pavilion  belonging  to  this  House.  My  Room  could  have 
served  them  in  no  respect,  so  that  I  do  not  feel  at  all 
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In  tijtir  wajr.    Bui  now  thai  Udv  H»rf.ioi„  u 
■noliitr  Dauahiar   1  r-..!^i         *  H«rdwlclM  Iim  got 
or  .1  ...M  .t  ^J^;t."^i  ""^^  -"or.  ,o5^ 

tm  off.  ''  "  '''<«•*<"•  **•!  only  .rrive,  I 

pie-..  And  now  lireweH  lor  I  Zm  '.""  "'•^*  y°" 
belor.  I  go  out.  .n'th^n  i,  wil  ^  T'  •"•  ""y  P""^* 
dine  >t  Barthdimv'.  ul^  1     i  ^  '*  "^  "'"<>•    W. 

,o„  til,  w.ti'^rN'o'^.r.j.-Xri^si^f^^- 
by  till,  that  I  rtall  nol  write  againf'  '  '*"'' 


»f«ry  Btny  to  Atmt  Bmy 

v,„.  ,  '■"'•.  JS^hr-Vv  I..  liia. 

jojoi;  r  ri  'r  r^r«d  SnVr  '^«'- 

bewuie  I  think  it  i,  jult  notT^Kl-  .I  .*J°  *°' ■"<* 
•topped  altogether  by  \hl  Ch.^  .Jl""'  "* 
going  on  at  Grenoble  and  in  mln.^i  ^^  "^^  » 
the  Southern  province^h,,  i.  ^^  **'*"'  P"'**  of 
a  word  of  frutror  th^^i-  J'  /""P""""''  •»  k"ow 
anybody.        cannot  r!!    u  i'?''  ^  ""^  »«•"».  f-om 

'A4I.MSS.JWMIJJ. 
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iMh  i  (ball  M*  hin.  li  by  Ihai  tloM  |  ndlh«r  hwr  nor 
•M,  I  thall  rtally  bagin  lo  Ihink  Ibat  bi«  Itltv*  m  w«U 
»»htm„U  tn  .topped,  and  (ball  Immadlalaly  lu  ..  my 
mind  lo  Mtiing  off  by  Mme  o|h«r  mcana.  Udy  Cahlr'a 
li  itill  op«n  to  me,  and  ibe  I*  •till  moat  willing  and  civil 
about  it,  but  Mie  d'xt  not  Mt  out  till  the  jsth,  and 
gotng  wilh  bar  will .  M  m«  much  more,  b«:auM  I  muni 
Bo«  only  pay  for  two  horiaa  at  I  did  in  coming,  but 
Mtt  a  C.1  .loiet  (or  Emma  and  my  luggage  from  here 

^  ^^,7  J"**  *•"  '""  "^  i*  *"  •*»'*'"""•  How«»r. 
I  will  itill  bope  Ibat  Fr«geville  will  make  hi*  appear- 
ance, and  Iben  I  thall  be  ready  lo  ael  off  on  SatuTday 
or  Sunday  real  aa  I  promised  you.  If  any  delay  occuri 
it  will  not  be  impuUble  to  me.  The  longer  I  atay  at 
l^tt  the  longer  I  may  day,  and  in  lome  reapecit  Ibe 
more  agreeable  it  would  be.  Bui,  aa  I  laid  before, 
enough  it  ai  good  aa  a  (eatt,  and  I  am  now  only  anxioua 
to  return  to  yon,  while  I  have  Ibe  aacriftce  to  make  to 
you  of  wme  regrets  on  the  part  of  my  friends  here 
at  my  departure,  and  .ome  interests  and  amuaemenis 
Which  I  leave  behind  roe.  This  sounds  a  little  like 
•  Frtnch  pkrau.  but  you  know  me  too  well  lo  think 
it  one,  and,  even  putting  you  out  of  the  question,  it 
IS  a  clever  thing  to  leave  a  place  with  a  wish  to 
return  lo  it.  ^«n<  m  I  am  coming  to  you  aa  faal  as 
ever  I  can. 

Now  (or  my  journal. 

M*^  /Hmttff,  Maj  1], 
Before  I  proceed  on  it  I  must  acknowledge  your 
letter  and  Mrs.  Darner's  of  the  loth  this  moment  re- 
ceived.  I  tremble  at  your  saying  you  have  received  no 
letter  by  the  Courier,  for  I  sent  a  week  ago  eight  yards 
intended  (or  Bab,  which  I  hope  and  trust  your  next  letter 
wni  say  you  have  got,  as  we  never  (eel  quite  sure  of 
what  IS  put  into  the  bag  because  1  (ear  other  people  are 
far  less  Krupulous  than  ourselves.    My  own  flowers, 
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•••.Mower ;::;:, c^:::.'''""f7"«b.  -  >? 

•ngly  'lo  ,„y,hi„g  /or  L^;  J?''"'  ""»'W  mo.i  will, 
know.  Udy  8u«S  wnl.  no  ""'""'hMho'  H«»«.„ 

•t  lh«  Cu,*om  Hou«  T„S       ""''  "••  P~P'«'  •n««'*J 

Still  no  I'r«5vl""„5"I''f  •••*;»  "»«  be  my  f.ul,! 
b.«ln  .o  l,„?y  bo.h  h?m«u  nd  hJZ  "*"•  '  ""'y 
•n<J  I  am  Mriouilv  thinkin-  „<  ""'•"•""•  «opp«J, 
ton  my  Squire  l«ck     H^".,     T*"""  ^"^  P<>"*n«- 

'"Ito  ,tay  eight  or  «enT«^!^V'^''*  '"''"'''  *""nd. 
jrn.  wi.h  ,o  UonTJ:^;!^  »•,;-«»  'o  h.v.  no 
?'•«,  '^'«"«  till  ,he  ,8.h  lo  ,^i.  ■••:    ■••*-«) 

^rd  Pollingfon  and   I  ,h[nZ,      nA>, 

*P*t  in  P,r.s  ,nd  return   togethef     .„'. 
S'v^%Stcr"*'''7''"'^"WhV"':: 

and  j;^  '^v^  „7  ,"i:t  "^^ ""    •■•^-" 

Mtch  a  head-ache  on  fh.       t^  ^  '»"«"'"^'  »nd  -uy 

tolerable  wtd  we^ouU  Jrl  i""!l'^''  ''«='■  »"" 
"«th  day  from  ouTlervrn  J  Par  f  J^  *'"'  '°"  '"• 
you  Will  not  mind  in  our  de^tr', 're  and''  "  '*°  '  ''"•'* 

»«..ed.ornear,,.!f/;rro;rijL;;;S; 


',"   M 
'«    I 

'  not 
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that  I  don't  brtah  down  rwminf.  But  I  think  1  have 
been  on  the  whole  »ery  well  for  this  last  month,  altho' 
the  weather  ever  since  Tuesday  last  that  we  were  at 
Versailles,  has  been  uninterruptedly  such  cold,  rain, 
and  absolute  absence  of  sunshine,  that  it  is  more  like 
a  Scotch  than  even  an  English  Spring.  The  cold  is 
really  quite  afflicting,  I  only  wonder  I  keep  so  well  with 
it.  Tell  Mrs.  Damer  I  will  take  care  of  her  enclosure, 
that  to  Princess  Staremburg  is  gone.  I  am  surprised 
Mrs.  Damer  don't  mention  my  letter  to  her  in  which 
I  told  her  of  Leopoldine's  marriage. 

Friday  I  dined  with  my  friend  Psse.  Serge  Galitzen 
with  the  Russian  men— sat  with  her  a  great  part  of  the 
Evening— wewt  and  made  a  visit  to  Flahiant's  mother  to 
whom  I  had  been  too  long  of  making  a  second  visit, 
and  then  returned  to  my  friend  who  set  me  home. — 
Dear  Elizabeth  and  Sir  Charles  had  kept  a  place  at  the 
Opera  for  me,  but  I  told  Lady  Hardwicke  I  would  not 
go,  as  they  were  already  three  women  in  the  Box.  I 
like  to  make  myself  scarce  sometimes,  which  they  are 
kind  enough  to  complain  of  at  the  embassade  and  Sir 
Charles  crossed  himself  the  last  time  he  saw  me.  Satur- 
day, we  dined  at  home,  and  I  went  in  the  Evening  with 
the  Moreau  to  Mme.  Rtomtier's,  who,  from  a  professed 
beauty  and  a  rich  Banker's  wife  when  I  was  last  here,  is 
become  poor,  rational,  and  somewhat  in  the  Bel  esprit 
line— the  party  consisted  of  the  Moreau,  myself,  a  quidam 
Lady  in  a  Great  bonnet  whom  I  never  enquired  after— 
your  friend  Mrs.  Paterson,  JerAme's  ex-wife,  and  about 
a  dozen  men — Mme.  R^camier  was  on  a  chaise  hngue 
with  a  migraine,  a  sort  of  remains  of  her  beauty 
character,  I  suppose.  Mrs.  Paterson  is  a  very  pretty 
ordinary-looking  little  person,  who  said  nothing  but  to 
the  men  and  is,  they  say,  bAe  comme  «n  pot— in  that  the 
party  was  dull  and  I  was  glad  to  leave  it  with  the 
Moreau  for  a  great  Assembly  at  the  Ambassade.  1 
could   not   help  laughing  at   the    Moreau   (like  you 
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laughed,  swore  ,w„j^d„rtlTJ.  "^  '  f'""     ' 


Mary  Betty  to  Agnes  Betty 
I  „;fi  ,     J  ''*'"'•  ^*"-'^y'  ^v  16 [iliej. 

Bouchentslo  tL  TuK  toiay^'^tln^'otd"''.':^ 
I  hav«  to  see  tbi-  Kir,„:  a      "    *"  *""  an  order  that 

that  I  had  in  my  now;,  InH  T'  ""^  °"'>' '""«  »«"«i°" 
to  Augus.i„e,"^:Ta";To'',i,f-'»f  "  this  morning 
make  many  enquirie,   all  nf  tl    k^    " '*~"'' *™=  *° 

me  of  any  little  use  tr,  11?  *  .t  "°  '""P''  °'  ■nuking 
I  am  sure      owe  him     7bt     T  '"}'^'  '  "♦"X-^hich 

BouchentsandTheSi,  No  Frt^'n''  "'"  '~"'  "'"• 
of  him,  ,0  that  I  r^llv  K,?    Frigeville,  nor  no  account 

and  a;  arranging  t^sef  off      °1"  f  ''°P''  °'  "'■"' 
'  AdiMSS.  377J7,f.  ,35. 
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French  Imperia]  that  will  go  on  any  Carriage  and  cost 
me  only  twenty-three  ihillings,  and  have  this  day  had 
my  two  packages  nailed  up,  which  are  going  with  Ester- 
haiys  baggage.    He  was  so  civil  about  carrying  the 
trimming  for  Udy  Harrowby  that  I  have  done  the  only 
thing  that  was  possible  for  her-ordered  the  Flowers 
for  the  trimming  of  a  Ball  Dress  which  could  not  be 
ready  for  his  baggage,  which  must  be  all  sent  to-morrow. 
But  I  have  sent  two  or  three  hats  of  my  own  with  his 
Thmgs,  and  take  her  trimming  packed  in  a  separate 
Carton  in  my  Imperial.    I  hardly  know  by  her  note  to 
yon  if  she  meant  a  Garniture  made  up,  or  the  Flowers 
for  one,  but  the  fact  is  that  except  she  had  the  whole 
Habit  at  Bal,  which  does  not  seem  to  be  what  she  wants 
she  can  only  have  flowers  ready  to  posrf,  and  the  accom- 
panying flowers  for  the  head,  which  I  have  ordered  for 
her,  I  must  trust  to  her  Uking.    I  have  no  time  for 
journal  to-day.    We  had  a  great  dinner  of  thirty-flve 
people  the  other  day  at  the  Ambassade  for  the  Esterhaiys, 
at  which  I  had  a  reconnaissance  with  Prince  Auguste 
dAremberg,  Mme.  du  Staremberg-s  brother,  who  was 
quite  glad  to  see  me. 

I  went  afterwards  for  a  little  to  the  Opera  with  my 
new  friend  the  Princess  Galitzin,  who  is  the  most  enviable 
being  I  have  met  with  in  the  course  of  my  practice 
But  I  like  her.    To-day  we  aU,  I  mean  the  Harfwickes 
and  Stuarts,  dine  at  the  Moreau's.  a  great  dinner  likewise 
for  the  Esterhazys,  who  depart  on  Saturday,  so  they  will 
be  in  London  before  m. .    The  Moreau  has  desired  us 
to  stay  to  some  music  in  the  Evening,  a  thing  seldom  or 
never  done  after  a  French  dinner,  so  that  we  shall 
certainly  have  too  much  of  her.    To-morrow  we  go 
for  all  the  Morning  to  the  Princess  de  Vaudemont's 
who   {par  parenthhe)  is  delighted  with  her  gown     I 
have  been  interrupted  by  Sir  Charles  coming  to  offer 
to  walk  anywhere  with  me,  but  my  engagement  with 
Augustine  obliged  me  to  refuse  him.    Nothing  can  have 


I 
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J^noT'/St^l"'  •'•^"  "-^  »-  "•  "M  been 

moment.     My  FafherWlJ  "?'  '"'  "l"''*  '»'  » 

before  me  .nl  fook^g'SiZ^'  f'  °"  '"^  '""' 
h.m  doing  ,0  in  it.-F«rewel,  •  ^  *''°"  '°  '" 

'  Add.  MSS.  377,,,  f.  ,j5^ 
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THB  LATER  LIFE  OF  THE  BERRY8  (iSiy-lSjl) 

Tilt  B<rr7*  at  Gcnoft— Soi/  ty  in  that  town— Tht  Duke  of  Oevonihire— Lord 
John  Ruucll— The  letleri  of  Lady  Rauell— The  letters  of  Lady  GlenbcTTle 
— The  death  of  Robert  Berry — ^Ira.  Damrr'i  tribute  to  him — The  death  of 
Madame  de  Stael— Lucca  Baths— Profnaor  Playfair— Lady  CarUflle — 
The  death  of  Princew  Charlotte^Lady  Charlotte  Campbell'!  lecond 
marriage— John '  Whithaw — The  publication  of  Tkt  Lift  and  Lttttrt  t 
RatAatit  iMfy  Xmult—Ttit  Counteu  of  Albany — Lady  Hardwicke — 
Lord  Colchetter- The  Berryi'  moTenients,  1822-$ — They  move  to 
Cunon  Street— Mary  Berry  begini  to  prepare  her  edition  of  TAt  C*m- 
ifncUmtcfHtrQct  ffn/jMiSf— Lady  Charlotte  Lindsay  —  TiU  Ctmfanlm 
Vum  9/  Stciai  Lift  in  Framet  and  £ngiaitd—The  death  of  Mrs.  Darner- 
Lord  Dover— The  Reform  Bill—"  The  Quiet  of  Gunpowder  "— Macaulay 
—Richard  Wcttmacott,  R. A.— English  art  in  l8]4— Charadea— The 
Bcrryt  at  Paris  in  l>34— Harriet,  Lady  Granville— William  Beckford's 
Jl»fy,  wM  Sktlttti  tf  Spain  and  Arriba/— Buckingham  Palace— The 
Duke  of  Sutherland— The  resignation  of  Sir  Robert  Peel,  183s— Lord 
Helboumc  again  becomes  Prime  Minister — Lord  Jeffrey — Lord  Carlisle 
00  Jesae's  GtargtStlwynandhis  Conttmporaria — Sarah  Austin — Madame 
lUeamier — The  Duchesse  de  Prastin — Chateaubriand — Stratford  Canning 
— The  state  of  Europe  in  1848 — Kate  Perry — Dean  Milman — Ruskin — 
Last  years- Death  of  Agnes  Berry— Death  of  Mary  Berry— Epiuph. 

MARY  BERRY  arrived  in  London  on  May 
27,  1816,  but  in  the  following  August  she, 
with  her  father  and  sister  Agnes,  set  out 
for  Genoa,  where  they  made  a  long  stay. 
She  loved  the  place,  but  pined  for  the  intellectual  society 
with  which  she  surrounded  herself  in  London.  "  You 
would  understand  the  thirst  one  must  feel  for  some 
more  intellectual  society — for  some  tpanchemenis  it  cam 
et  At  ftsprit  with  those  who  are  capable  of  feeling  with 
and   for  one,"  she  wrote  to  Madame  de  Stael.    "  No 
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•uch  thing*  exist  here  j  it  ii  the  only  fault  of  an  en- 
chanting  place,  which,  if  differently  peopled,  would  be 
an  earthly  paradise.  To  remain  always  in  the  noviciate 
of  society,  with  that  only  one  sad  consolation  that  it 
would  gam  nothing  by  being  better  known;  to  pass 
one's  life  without  books~for  there  are  none  to  be  found 
here— and  without  conversation-for  it  is  unknown  here 
-IS  an  intellectual  fact  which  exhausts  and  weakens  one 
morally,  and  influences  much  and  painfully  my  physical 
well-being."  The  Berry,,  however,  made  the  best  of  a 
bad  job.  "Lord  Minto  added  that  but  for  your  house 
or  the  society  you  collected,  Genoa  would  have  been 
unsupportable,"  Professor  Playfair  wrote  to  the  elder 
sister.  "  I  have  often  admired,  as  indeed  all  the  world 
does,  that  power  which,  by  the  above  account,  has  this 
winter  been  exerted  in  making  something  out  of  nothing 
—society  out  of  solitude." 


.1 

! 


Th$  Duke  of  Devonshire  to  Mary  Berry 

LoHDON,  Fiinaiy  13,  1817. 

My  DEAR  Miss  BERRY.-Lord  John  Russell  applied 
to  me  in  the  same  manner  as  to  you  for  permission  to 
publish  several  of  the  Russell  letters,'  in  the  life  which 
he  has  wiitten  of  Lord  Russell.  I  could  not  answer 
him  m  any  other  way  than  by  saying  it  was  impossible 
for  me  to  agree  to  it  without  your  approbation,  after 
the  interest  and  trouble  you  have  taken  with  the  letters, 

Ud,  Ruu.lL  Th.  work  .ppced  in  1819,  under  th.  tille,  &™  ^u«„a  ,f 
*tm1£  Sf »  '^^/i..^,  Zorf,  Ru„.U,  followed  by  .  «l«,i„„T^h^ 
tetter,  from  Ud,  ^xa^W  to  her  huslmnd,  Lord  Willi«n  Ruaelj,  toselt  with 
•««iiuK.ltan.oo.L«tni  loud  from  L«l,Ru«ll.      "~"' "«"'^    *'"■ 
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and  that  I  thought  in  caie  o(  its  being  found  adviiable 
to  make  them  public  it  would  greatly  hurt  their  interest 
to  have  extracted  even  a  part.  You  mutt  be,  of  courie, 
the  best  judge  of  this  in  every  point  of  view,  that  is, 
whether  the  collection  would  bear  losing  so  interesting 
a  part  as  the  afeciitmatt  UUtrt  which  Lord  John  wishes 
to  select,  whether  the  whole  collection  ought  to  be 
published  and  whether  in  that  case  you  would  ever 
underUke  the  plague  of  it.  Pray,  therefore,  answer  us 
as  soon  aa  possible.  I  own  that  I  do  not  feet  very 
sanguine  about  Lord  John's  work :  he  seems  to  be  in 
too  great  a  hurry.  His  friends  are  extremely  anxious, 
however,  that  he  should  be  occupied  by  it  on  his  re- 
tiring from  the  House  of  Commons,'  and  very  urgent 
with  me  not  'to  refuse  his  present  request,  as  it  might 
iamp  him.  These  are  not  considerations  to  prevent  our 
doing  only  what  we  think  for  the  best  in  a  case  of  so 
much  importance  to  the  memory  of  those  very  distin- 
guished and  very  good  people.  I  am  inclined  to  think 
if  be  takes  any,  he  should  take  all.  They  might  form  a 
second  volume,  to  which  the  Life  would  be  the  first. 
Pray  consider  all  this  well,  my  dear  Miss  Berry.  I  am 
writing  to  you  in  a  room  full  of  people  to  be  in  time 
for  the  foreign  post.  It  is  a  formidable  thing  to  write 
to  anybody  in  Italy,  which  has  made  me  silent  for  so 
long.  I  think  your  friends  here  are  all  going  on  well. 
Lady  Glenbervie's  death  made  a  great  affliction. 

My  two  sisters  are  very  well,  but  fanciful  as  usual. 
They  have  endless  little  colds  and  toothaches,  but  not 
enough  to  affect  their  spirits  or  real  health.  I  cannot 
understand  being  ill  in  such  a  winter  as  this.  It  has 
been  mild  enjoyable  weather  for  more  than  a  month. 
We  have  done  our  best  for  the  amusement  of  the 
Grand  Duke  Nicolas.  As  to  me,  I  am  quite  taken  in 
by  him.    We  became  acquainted  at  Chatsworth,  and 

'  Loid  John  RuikU,  owing  to  ill-balth,  ipplinl  foe  U»  CUUrii  Hundred! 
on  Match  IS,  1817.    H«  re«iteied  Parlument  in  lix  following  y««i. 


O'  him ;  and,  what  i.  m«/   iT  '^         '  """k  Wfy  hiehlv 
o*  Clifford,  wh^m    '  J„°':;^«r''f  ^'^  "^  «h.  pfi 

.^d  Angle,.,  havekTued  £„?.",t"'  t'  ^'<^''  ""«« 
rt-.  Adieu,  my  dear  Miw  Be,,!,  l*  ''°  ««*  °»»'er)  .,po„ 
Wend.  "'"  ^fy.  I  am,  your  affectioilaic 

OBVONIHIRB.1 

^**  O"^  0/ D^OH,hi„  to  Afar,  B^ 

Vour  letter  caught  me  h,  """^  *''-'"•  ">/• 
Lo«l  John  tRu,«l|fi   ,"t,f„"«' 2  de«-  Mi„ 
enclosure  to  him  desirinJhim  »f  ^""•'  *"''  '  «"•  Your 
•hould  wi.h  to  have  the'pa^r,  °,:["«  *"  y°"  '"  -"«  h. 
warded  to  him  anywhere  0^^*^'*^^°"  """"°''  '°r- 
hope,  be  «ti.fied  with  £^ /el'J.""*'"*"*- ,  He  will,  , 
no  knowing.    We  are  alfToSfh'      *'"'  *""  *^'">  » 
Europe  that  it  will  be  d  lcu"f  tL  .n  '°  '""'""  '"«"« 
•object.    I  can  only  «y  that     a™    °"°u"'""  °"  'hi, 
)*»r  view  of  what'^ouW  SI  b2.^  Tt  ^.^"^'^  *'"• 
letters,  as  well  as  convinced  it,.  I  **  ''°"«  ^y  the 

wjrust  their  appe^aTcfLr  „  ' ''""°*''°  ""'"  *»" 
judgement.  At  Uhe  «m-  .  """-aPPearance  to  your 
™'«.e  Urd  JohtThe  rnt'- "'  ""'«  ""P'easant  "o 
•ubject,  buttl^is  will  not  :„fl"'"""  *"  P««  °n  the 
would  be  a  real  d^sSdlan,  "  "^^  '"'  ""'"  '  "-•""«  it 
Anyhow,  it  will  not.  I  hoM  J,  *"""  *'"  "««»• 
Which  is  also,  while  y^u  aSoVe  'an'^  °''"'""°"' 
well,  an  amusement,  and 

1     AAJ     m.«. 
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by  th*  time  we  niMt  agtin,  •verything  may  b«  arruiged 
with  Lord  John,  who  cannot  b«  in  luch  i  great  hurry  to 
publish,  if  he  ii  going  abroad  directly. 

I  arrived  here  two  days  ago  from  the  Ruteian  head- 
quarter* at  Maubenge,  where  I  had  been  extremely  well 
amuied.  There  was  a  magnificent  review  of  15,000 
men  and  a  iham  battle  in  which  the  manoeuvrei  of  the  ' 
Cosaque*  and  the  attack  and  defence  of  a  ravine  were 
most  curious.  Avorontow,  the  General,  is  a  most 
delightful  penon :  nothing  could  be  more  hospitable 
and  kind  than  his  treatment  of  us,  and  it  was  very 
striking  to  find  that  Russian  colony  in  France,  the 
officers  leading  their  own  life,  and  the  meals  and  hours 
so  di0erent  from  any  others.  They  are  lucky  in  having 
a  very  nice  society  of  women  itt  Mvt'nmf  tU  Maubenge, 
who  have  made  great  progress  in  the  northern  acquire- 
ments and  have  learnt  the  national  dances  in  great 
perfection.  The  Masurka  is  remarkably  gay  and 
pretty. 

I  left  England  with  the  Grand  Duke  [Nicholas]. 
We  are  not  going  to  travel  together,  as  he  goes  much 
faster  than  would  suit  me,  but  we  are  to  meet  ^t 
Weimar  and  then  at  Berlin,  and  I  think  of  then  going 
on  to  St.  Petersburg  to  bt  present  at  hi*  marriage.  It 
i*  a  very  pleaaant  way  of  seeing  these  courts,  uid  I 
continue  to  like  him  so  much  that  I  should  have  been 
very  sorry  not  <o  have  seen  more  of  him.  The  Court 
here  is  none  ot  the  gayest,  but  the  Prince  of  Orani^c 
seems  perfectly  happy.  The  Grand  Duchess  is  not  yet 
visible :  she  recovered  slowly  from  acamchcm*ni,  but 
I  am  to  see  her  before  I  go.  Th^  luchess  of  Saxe 
Weimar  seems  to  be  the  most  popular  of  the  Imperial 
family :  her  brother  raves  about  her.  The  KinnaircK 
are  the  only  English  fit  to  be  seen  i^ere  :  the  Belgian 
Ladies  are  the  most  hideous  I  ever  beheld. 

Adieu,  my  dear  Miss  Berry.  Pray  write  to  me: 
you  will  judge  best  how  to  direct  and  send.    I  expect  lo 


Mowow,  the  Emneror  ml       ^    *^  '•"'•<'  to  be  at 
"-•re.  which   ..r^^i  r,"!n  .°r  r'""'  "'•  """ 

«-your.„o..,„ce4,,T/drrz;':'"'  •"  -• 

'. hll  no., «v.  Berlin  .„,„.,„,  ,„,^,^  J; 

him,  «  He  h«,  TkinS  e  W^,"*^"*  "^  "•-.  -W  ol 

*«  iincerely  lamented  hv  7  ^  «««'tiide."  and  he 
»Jre.dy  know  U^. t.  have  ?  f  ??"•"•  ""^•"'  -"' 
whom  you  ^ntyotwndre'Jrh  "  ^^^  '*"•"  »« 
•--"•  to  Madam,  de  sLT-  ?„:;?  '  ^'''^  ««^^ 
•o«l  ha.  quitted  a  worir„  »C  k*^.  *  """  «""•'"» 
-o«.ingbutdifl,cul.ieTrd  Z:^  ''■'''  T  '"'■ 
«.  without  a  duty  to  fulhl  toward  The  li  '""  '"'" 

nor  have  we  any  tie  tn»,l!T  .u"""«  «'"'""on ; 
The  death  of  Ro^  alrrv  '*,  , ""'"  "  •"  "■»•'' 
income,  for  the  ^^u.^  ol  ^  "'"'  "^""^  •'«  ''""'y 
h  hi.  brother  wa,  i.  ^T'  '  '"''  '•'"«''  ""  him 
•ho,e  mean,  LZ^  Jet'Se;^  •-•  <'-8hter.. 
year.  "  ^"^^  '"""ed  to  about  ^^700  , 


r   'V.  Fatakerky  to  .V«.^  g^^ 

P-P.C.S,  but  .h.,  ae^U'^l«r-trfr; 

;Add.Mss.3;;,5,,.„6.  «  Were  off 


'I 


SM 


BERRY   PAPBRS 


ChiavBri,  Mid  I  did  not  ramch  Lcrici  till  Um  not  morning. 
However,  whmi  I  took'd  at  the  tcorcbtd  mountaini  which 
I  niMt  hav«  pHMd  on  hoTMback,  I  did  not  regral  even 
a  calm  and  twmty-four  hour*'  impriionmant  among  th* 
perfumM  of  a  falucca,  and  the  tcrtamt  of  its  h«lpl«M 
navigator*.  I  raachad  Mai«a  ih«  lamc  day  that  I  landed, 
and  in  time  to  go  lo  the  Quarrie*,  which  in  them*elve« 
are  paltry  excavation*,  and  intaretling  only  from  their 
name* :  the  icenery  about  them  i*  wild,  and  would  be 
worth  going  to  lee  if  one  hadn't  *een,  and  watn't  doomed 
to  ice,  luch  quantiiiea  of  the  aam--  kind,  If  you,  when 
you  come  Ihi*  way,  have  a  mind  to  go  there,  you  *heuld 
make  the  poetmaeter  at  Lavenia  lend  you  that  way  to 
Maiaa :  it  i*  not  much  out  of  the  way.  I  proposed  thi*, 
but  they  act  6p  *o  loud  a  *quall  about  ditiiculties  and 
additional  horeet  thit  i  gave  way.  Had  tlie  weather 
been  a  little  cooler  i  might  have  had  fortitude  to  iniiit. 
I  twaddled  away  nearly  a  whole  day  at  Lucca,  made 
acquaintance  with  Pa**i  the  translator  of  Milton,  who 
•eemed  an  agreeable  roan,  for  he  made  me  a  present  of 
hia  book,  and,  what  was  more  esiential,  went  to  a  party 
in  the  evening,  and  was  introduced  tu  a  verv  pleaiant 
Signora  Tiebiliani,  «ho  ha*  a  house  here  in  which  I 
have  hired  some  tolerably  comfortable  room*.  The 
Signora,  whether  fortunately  or  otherwiae,  remain*  at 
Lucca. 

Thi*  place  is  in  the  midat  of  mountains  covered  with 
chestnut*  and  vineyard*  and  little  patchei  of  ground 
cultivated  with  the  care  and  nicene**  of  a  garden.  It 
certainly  is  very  beautiful.  I  know  not  a  soul,  but  iti 
my  walks  1  bear  all  languages,  and  they  say  there  are  at 
least  three  hundred  bathers,  to  which  number  I  have 
added  myself  to-day.  What  can  I  say  more  7  I  have  told 
yon  everything  I  know  about  the  place,  the  journey  and 
myself.  But  no— I  quite  forgot  to  tell  you  that  I  hul 
a  letter  from  the  Mother  of  an  Italian  named  Bindor, 
whom  you  may  have  *een  in  England.    He  had  written 
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«ju«f,e„  w,,  renewed  m  fiftt  Iha^-  *?"*  """  ^h. 
fwolT-d  i!  i„,o  Udy  Curio  Li  '^'  "J"*  **  '•*•  '  •«»• 
«Por..  I  d«i».^  much  ho^""?  T*"""'  ''>'  «=°""»''n 

July  i4.-horribl,  hgwd'^but  i^  ^.'''••^  Bordeaux, 
member  me  very  kindlV.n^^  *"  '"  ^^C"-"    Re- 

i~.o/^your7dS  CojrrdK.V''' "" ••  "•• 

Um  Berry.-iioel  truly  yow^  °^  '"''  •*''«•  »•.  «te.r 

T.  N.  Fazakerlbt.' 

Mv  osAR  Miss  B«r«v    o„    °""""  ""^ '"'  ""• 

from  L«.,  Mi„.o  th.'Torh?d  C2„'^r?*7 '  '•""• 

on  recovering  from  it  had  fcif  ,„.  u  "'  '  ''"'^  «»d 
you  had  been  tor  .oa,  tie  T^"t"  """*  '^'•^  'h" 
fir>..ed  to  me  by  Mr.  Dund«  J^"  *^  ""««  bee-  con- 

alonge,pcdi,iLo„7<^MX  "^h  rr''  'T'"  '  "» 
gr«t  pleasure  to  hear  of  thU  J^ jlf  ^'f  ^^    "  8've.  me 

which  I  trust  i.  likely  to  con,,^!™.*"' '"  y""'  '»«•'«''. 
P"rch«edatagreatexDen«  «;.*""  '"''**^  »•«  ''^n 
w»  «r.a.„ly  a'severe  o':^n„r  „*^?  ',7,«;f/  (•"«  F-er, 
How  fortunate  that  Dunda.  wa,  "witVyi'^"  '^''^'''""^ 
'wrote  you  a  .i,ort  letter  from  r'urin,  and  a  very 

■A<ld.llSS.377»«.f.  .38. 
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long  oiM  from  Milan,  but  haw  b«M  In  doubt  aa  to  ytmr 
having  racalvad  tiihcr,  till  I  laarnl  Irom  Urndai  that 
you  had  at  l«a«l  racalvcd  on*  o<  Ihem.  In  one  of  thaaa 
latt«ri~-l  do  not  know  which— I  requetlcd  you  to  write 
me  to  Venice,  and  I  left  word  there  to  forward  any  letten 
that  might  come  to  Ocncva.  I  have  never  heard,  hnw> 
ever,  at  all,  and  waa  uneasy  from  the  accounti  I  had  of 
the  unhealthy  atate  of  Oenoa,  till  I  received  Lady  Minto't 
information.  I  havr  very  little  doubt  thai  the  uneaay 
and  irrifible  itate  of  your  nerves  of  which  you  com- 
plained when  I  taw  you  wat  reall  ■  the  effect  of  the 
feverish  and  inflamatory  disorder  that  was  then  coming 
on,  and  that  you  had  much  more  occasion  li'c  a  Physi- 
cian of  the  Body  than  of  the  Mind,  in  which  laat  capa- 
city I  have  bad  the  presumption  to  act.  I  hope  my 
prescriptions  are  quite  unnecessary,  that  they  lay  down 
no  rules  but  such  as  you  are  naturally  inclined  to 
follow,  and  that  you  will  as  much  at  possible  endeavour 
to  forget  the  occasion  on  which  they  were  offered. 

By  wh^t  I  have  learnt  from  Lady  Minto  your  inten- 
tion of  going  to  Rome  for  the  winter  continues.  I  hope 
you  will  be  joined  by  Lady  Charlotte,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  that  yon  will  find  your  residence  delightful. 
Since  we  left  Oenoa,  we  have  been  first  to  the  east 
and  then  to  the  west  and  north.  I  have  been  highly 
delighted  and  an  excursion  of  a  fortnight  to  the  high 
Alps  which  we  made  from  Lucerne  and  luckily  in  the 
present  vi-eather  carried  me  into  scenes  of  the  Great, 
Sublime  and  Terrible  that  I  never  expected  to  have 
realised.  We  set  out  for  Lyons  to-morrow,  and  after 
one  short  excursion  to  the  extinguished  volcanoes  of 
Auvergne,  we  proceed  direct  to  Parii.  If  we  can  stay 
there  a  week  or  two  it  will  be  the  utmott,  and  after  all 
tlut  I  have  seen  of  the  Great  and  Beautiful,  I  thall  I  ~ok 
on  the  white  Clifft  of  Dover  with  additional  delight. 

I  shall  be  mc>st  happy  to  hear  from  Miss  Agnes  or 
you.    My  direction  is  now  to  Edinburgh,  where  I  shall 
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hi.  p.pi.,  ?  ;:;,y':rtri.y"  '""•  '"••"  •  •••-  *•"»•'- 

■""•y  will  j{ive  riic      Your i  •fleclionafely. 

J.  P.' 


C*»rj.--.  DonVAy,  C«,^  ./Cor/i./,.  <,  u<^  Bmy 

CATl.  H0WA,D.  J>r«,,«fc,  ,j  ^  ^  „ 

MVDBAREST  Miss  Bebbv      I  ._ 
.»cc.«i«,  ..ch  o.h.  .0  rapidly  hcTa^SUtlur? 

^' Add  1188.  „„6.£i4ft  ' 

^ftTF  t/Hmriu,  Omtui  GnmUU,  i.  114. 


3«» 


BERRY   PAPERS 


with  thmt  of  PrinceM  Charlotte'i  death,«  which  shewi 
one  such  a  ludden  reverse  rrom  every  worldly  prosperity. 
I  believe  no  event  ever  made  a  greater  sensation  or  was 
more  generally  mourned.    I  hear  it  was  Baillie's  opinion 
after  the  examination  that  she  would  not  have  lived  Ions, 
and  that  she  would  probably  have  died  of  a  dropsy ;  that 
it  did  not  seem  as  if  her  death  was  caused  by  exhaustion, 
as  she  sat  up  unsupported  a  few  minutes  before  it  and 
yet  was  without  any  fictitious  stimulus  of  fever,  but  that 
the  spasms  which  came  on  in  her  throat  choaked  her. 
What  was  the  immediate  cause  of  them  is  not  known. 
They  say  Prince  Leopold's  behaviour  has  been  quite 
perfect,  that,  tho'  his  grief  and  anguish  have  seemed  rather 
to  increase  than  diminish,  !ie  has  shown  great  firmness 
and   resignation    and   that    his    considerate   kindness 
towards  everybody  about  him  has  never  varied.    He 
sometimes  looks  as  if  he  could  not  bear  to  see  Claremont 
agam,  and  at  other  times  as  if  he  never  should  leave  it  and 
his  greatest  comfort  se-   M  to  be  in  sitting  by  the  side 
of  her  coffin  and  in  pra^  ^  ^,  and  the  person  he  likes  best 
to  have  vinth  him  is  Dr.  Short,  with  whom  he  can  Ulk 
of  the  Princess. 

Of  course  the  succession  is  much  talked  of,  and  there 
are  reports  that  the  Prince  will  try  to  obtain  a  divorce. 
The  Duchess  of  Cumberland  is  with  child,  which  delights 
the  Duke  very  much.  I  have  sent  you  these  particulars 
which  I  thought  might  be  interesting  lo  you. 

The  other  events  to  which  I  alluoed  were  the  deaths 
of  Mrs.  Henry  Cavendish  and  Lady  Albermarle.  The 
former  had,  I  believe,  certainly  the  same  complaint 
of  which  her  Father  died,  fullness  about  the  heart,  and 
Lady  Albermarle's  was   an  advanced   miscarriage.     I 

iw'  '"""«", «»''''"«  A"t«'«  (bom  l;96)w„  the  onlj  child  of  Gtoree. 
Pnu.  of  W.l«,  by  hu  wife.  Princea  C«olio.  of  Br«n.wick.  She  m.rrW 
IT.^ni'J  iu"""  if"'"^^  "'  S"«-C'"»Tg,  and  died,  .fter  giving  birth 
to  .  «,ll-born  child,  on  November  5,  18.7.  Sir  Richard  Croft,  But.  (176J- 
'tfln'  'V  "'!•="'''='«"'•■  ""d  «>  ■°«l>  btame  «u  Ud  on  hit  .houlden.,  that 
«h6rU)r  after  the  unhappy  event  he  ihot  himielf. 
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Brother  looks  remlrfabTy  w.n  Th""'  '  II'"  ">»'  ""y 
»nd  better  for  it,  and  tSthisTcLn"??'  .""*  ''""'"•'■ 
•musing.  I  hope  to  see  him  InH  ..*'""'"»  ^"Or 
going  to  meet  him  th/lLT,^  '°  *""  ''  «  «"  are 
«.d  afterward,  i"  I'lfJ^  °^  ll^:!""'"'''  "«  Chatsworth. 

re^'dtr  at^ul'-^rra  trf  h"'  "'«"''«•  ' 
i-:tend  to  be  in  England  n«,  ""*  *"  ^'^"^  y°» 

^hatyour  plans  «e ;  «ive  mv  1 1!??""  ^'^  ""  ">« 
and  believe  me.  my  X  m"'s  Sri°  V°  ^°"^''*"' 
ately  yours,  ^  '"  ^«^— Ever  affection- 

Georoiana  Dorothy.' 


John  Play/air  to  Mary  Berry 

MV  DEAR  M,SS  BERRrT"""'"""^"-""' 
agreed  on  betw.:^  t  Tharwl  shaT  „'°  ""  \'"='«" 
apologies,  and,  on  my  part  atTeast  tL?7"K?.'"''^  "y 
«tand  in  need  of  them  Cnn*„  u,  *  '  **'"  »'*ays 
ment.  I  go  on  to  write  as  i^rh^r"''  ''  '"  **"'  '^"•""Se- 
«cellent  letter  frorpTol^eld  0^  "'",  ^^"'^ 
weeks  instead  of  a  few  month!  "^  ""'^  =  '«» 

of  you  was  from  RoberT'^whoJ'""-    ^^  '"**  "^'^ 
you  may  observe  I  have  a,  t;,!?  tte"?""""^""*^ 

rid^rwo-^TutT^^"-^  S-irth*: 

«'-.o^earn.^oretu;n^lno^-1ardl„^^:,^ 

'  Add.MSS.3;7J6.f.  ,4,.  ' 

'"""■•""  ""'  '^">"'  «>«•-.  Robcr,  F„p,«,, ,,  ^^ 
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up  your  abode  again  in  North  Audley  Street  and  tor 
the  winter.  I  hope  you  will  do  so  with  an  improve- 
ment in  health,  and  an  increaied  power,  from  having 
escaped  two  winters,  of  resisting  the  endless  variations 
of  our  unfortunate  climate.  1  need  not  say  to  you 
that  it  will  be  necessary  for  you  to  be  on  your 
guard  perhaps  more  against  the  dissipation  of  society 
than  against  all  the  rude  blasts  i..id  thick  fogs  of 
a  Northern  winter.  But  why  should  1  presume  to 
admonish  a  person  who  knows  all  this  much  better 
than  it  is  possible  for  me  to  do  7 

I  am  passing  the  summer  in  this  charming  retreat 
quite  away  from  bustle  and  hurry,  and  have  had  the 
satisfaction  of  hearing  the  noise  of  a  General  Election 
all  round  like  the  sound  of  distant  thunder,  without 
feeling  the  slightest  agitation  or  disquiet.  (By  the  way, 
we  have  got  a  new  Parliament.  They  say  it  is  to  be 
better  'han  the  last.  God  knows  it  cannot  easily  be 
worse!)  I  am  very  baay  —  studiis  fioretUem  igruMis 
o«r— quite  retired  so  that  1  have  only  once  been  at 
Raith :  occupied  with  a  sketch  of  the  History  of  Natural 
Philosophy  for  the  century  just  past.  I  will  send  you 
a  copy  when  finished,  but  that  will  not  be  for  some 
time. 

All  goes  on  well  at  Raith:  when  I  saw  it  the 
Craufords  were  there,  the  society  less  numerous  and 
more  pleasant  than  I  used  to  find  it. 

I  am  afraid  that  at  Florence  the  circumstance  of 
Lady  Charlotte's  marriage'  which  has  given  so  much 
disgust  to  her  Friends,  must  have  considerably  diminished 
your  enjoyment.  After  all,  it  is  an  action  on  her  part 
more  unwise  than  wrong,  and  I  think  ought  not  to 
be  visited  with  the  continuance  of  indignation  and  re- 
proach.    It  brings  her  down  a  step  below  the  heroic 

•  L»dy  Charlotte  Clmpbell  (lee  ante,  p.  J94).  mmmi  Mcondly,  on 
Much  17, 1818,  tin  Rev.  Edmid  John  Bmy,  tomctime  R«ctot  of  Litchfield, 
tUnpihue. 
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level  to  which  her  conduct  and  her  beauty  (for  this 
last  had  Its  full  share  in  6xing  our  opinions)  had  raised 
her  in  the  estimation  of  the  world,  but  .iie  still  remains 
at  a  height  much  above  the  common  run  of  Men  and 
Women  even  of  her  own  rank. 

„i.ll  I"'  7«  '  '°  .1""'  "•*"  ^'^y  »°°"-  '  *»  charmed 
with  her  letter:  there  is  one  sentence  in  it.  above  all. 

^  f '  r"  f*"  '°''8«'-  I  "■"  °"'y  '""y  it  connects 
it«.f  witl.  a  feeling  of  bad  health  and  of  such  conse- 
quences as  I  hope  nothwithstanding  her  anticipations 
are  still  very  remote.  It  is  a  sentence  worthy  of  Seneca 
or  Antoninus,  but  1  have  not  room  to  transcribe  it 
I  u  „  '*..°"  f*""'"8  «o  England  you  will  write. 
I  shall  continue  here  for  a  month  or  six  weeks  longer, 
but  do  not  go,  as  you  usually  do,  to  Edinburgh 

I  am,  my  dear  Miss  Berry,  Yours  with  the  most 
sincere  affection  and  esteem. 

John  Playpair." 

The  Dvke  of  Devonshire  to  Mary  Berry 

Ocldtr  30,  1818. 

MY  DEAR  Miss  Berry.-I  leave  London  on  Monday 
next,  the  ind,  for  France.  You  will,  I  hope,  be  in  town 
before  that  day.  In  case  you  should  not,  here  is  what  I 
have  to  say  about  the  lettera 

1  wish  to  put  them  entirely  into  your  hands,  leavine 
to  you  as  well  the  decision  of  the  form  in  which  the? 
shall  appear,  as  the  conclusion  that  they  are  what  will 
interest  the  public  and  prevent  your  feeling  any  regret 
afterwards  at  having  brought  them  forward.  Taking 
them  independent  of  the  powerful  assistance  and  the 
great  interest  your  notes  may  create,  I  must  own  that  I 
have  some  fears  as  to  their  success  with  those  who  have 
not  family  reasons  for  tiking  pleasure  in  them,  or 
'  Add.  MSS.  377J6,  f.  144. 
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■ufficicnt  entbutium  about  Lady  Runell,  which  would 
have  the  tame  e0ect. 

I  have  not  read  Lady  SunderUnd's  letters,  but  you 
have  told  me  that  they  will  not  be  the  leaat  entertaining 
pirt  o<  the  whole.  And  now  in  a  word  the  object  o< 
thin  letter  it  to  give  you  a  total  and  entire  retpontibility 
for  the  whole  butinett,  if  you  are  willing  to  take  it, 
relying  upon  your  own  judgement  not  to  produce 
anything  which  the  world  or  the  Duke  of  Bcdford't 
family  might  blame  me  for  making  public. — Ever  yours 
mott  tincerely  and  affectionately, 

Dbvonshirb.* 


John  WhisMaw  to  itary  Btny 

Lncoui't  Imi,  Afril  >,  ilig. 
Dear  Madam, — I  return  the  specimen  of  L«dy 
Russell's  Lettert,'  which  are  cuiioui  and  interesting. 
The  only  fear  is  lest  they  should  be  too  exclusively 
domestic,  but  this  will  depend  in  a  considerable  degree 
upon  the  quantity  published.  It  happens  very  luckily 
that  they  are  well  garnished  with  proper  names,  which 
add  a  great  interest  to  the  work.  Your  notes  are  very 
judicious  and  useful,  and  indeed  quite  necessary. 

The  nature  of  the  letters  makes  it  the  more  requisite 
that  you  should  be  careful  not  to  make  too  large 
quotations  in  the  memoir  from  the  letters  formerly 
published. — Yourt  truly, 

J.  Whishaw.* 

'  Add.  MSS.  37726,  f.  148. 

'  "  Mr.  WUhftw  leaves  to-morrow  for  Floi«nec.  I  ihowed  h!Di  «  sketch  of 
the  begiDiuiie  for  TAt  Lift  tf  Lady  XmsiU,  which  he  nrnch  approved  of,  and 
we  talked  a  great  deal  on  the  gobject."^Mar]r  Berry,  jtumaii,  August  30, 
1817. 

•  Add.  MSS.  377»<>.  t  151- 
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J'«i  toujour!  attend..  ™         """""• "  "'  ""■  '•'»• 

"  «»'  toujour,  en  me^iS^u/""*  '"  '"""•='"•  ■"»» 
wu.  dire  combien  }e"j^l"*' '  "°  *"«  P»»  differer  de 
intention  que  j>.p;re  ceVenl""'"""*'  "'  ^°'^«  bonne 
boirai  de  votrl  «nt«  av^  IT*  •«  reali,era,  et  que  je 
d^.utant  piu,  de  Xt'qTe   e  ':: ^u""^  '»  -Jc 

c  J  d.""v:t'';i,';'''S^*„^^^^^^^^^  '^"  «♦  "«  vou.  r.«er. 
compatriote.,  et  ce  qu?C?ait";r^r'>  "^"""P  "«  -»» 

«nce.  de  aj  an.  et  ce  sont  celL        '""'  ''••  «'""°«- 

pour  cela  au..i  que  vou.  «■«!.'  ,  ''"«'*  P'-«*«-    C-e.t 

plus  longtemp,  que  je  v^.^  il     ""v  '  "" ''  ^  ""^ 

"Peller  4  Mme.\ot  e  7ZrT         "'""  ^'"  ""« 

0"Jour,  votre  intdr«.  e    comoter'?*'''"   <^)  «»« 

tendre  attachement.    Je  vou,^^,'^  'T'  '"  "«>" 

«»T  etjesuis  votre  tri,d^vou4""   '^*  *°"'  "O" 

Louise  de  Stolberg, 

Comtesie  d'Albany.' 

i^'ry  Bcny*  to  The  Countess  of  Harduicke 

My  DEAHEST  Friend     a.     ^'-^' ^'"'- "5,  ...a 
anticipated  everyShaTfe  ^"  ^'''^  ^  ^"■"P'etely 
<e«wit.„ot.„,^.C%r.^----„r^^^^^^ 


St 


^frrte-^XE^^. 
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Eliiabeth'i  >  letter  wai  really  of  the  greatest  comiort  to 
ut.  Although  Lady  Burgherih  had  before  aMured  u« 
by  her  letten  that  hii  illneti  was  really  momentary,  it 
nevertheless  completely  distracted  my  attention  from  k 
dtOM  ptMi^m  and  any  chou  plus  ptMiqu*  than  the  Queen 
I  think  can  hardly  be  imagined  I  1  doubly  rejoice  in 
never  having  (alien  in  her  way  abroad,  and  now  being 
out  [of]  her  way  at  home.  I  have  been  long  of  the 
opinion  of  those  who  think  she  will  bolt.  And  in  my 
opinion  it  is  by  far  the  best  way  the  thing  can  end. 
What  do  those  Ministers  not  deserve,  whose  folly,  or 
whose  baseness  reduced  the  Country  to  such  a  disgrace- 
ful situation  1 1 

Florence  at  this  season  of  the  year  is  beautiful  and 
enjoyable  in  every'  respect.  The  thorough  baking  I  have 
had  during  this  most  uncommonly  hot  summer  makes 
me  now  so  sensible  to  cold  that  in  a  Bed  Room  to 
the  North  I  could  willingly  have  a  fire  night  and  morn- 
ing. I  have  just  now  escaped  with  a  very  slight  touch 
from  my  fortnight's  attack  of  headach,  which  makes  mc 
very  cock-a-hoop.  To-morrow's  post  will,  I  hope,  bring 
us  intelligence,  if  there  is  any  chance  of  the  odious  trial 
being  over ;  time  enough  to  allow  Lord  Guildford 
and  Lady  Cleav.  to  find  us  at  home.  I  hope  to  be 
settled  there  by  the  first  week  of  November.  If  either 
the  Climate,  or  the  Times  should  essentially  disagree 
with  us,  we  can  retreat  upon  Florence,  which  I  think  is 
the  last  part  of  Italy  likely  to  be  politically  troubled. 
Wr  are  very  comfortably  lodged  here  in  the  great  Hotel, 
which  for  the  time  of  our  stay  is,  on  the  whole,  both 
cheaper  and  much  less  trouble  than  setting  up  a  House, 
and  the  view  from  our  windows  is  perfectly  delightful. 
I  hope  Agnes's  teeth  are  very  near  being  set  all  riglit 
with  much  less  trouble  than  either  she  or  I  expected, 
and  then  1  think  she  will  much  enjoy  herself  here.  That 
is  to-day  as  much  as  her  nature  allows  of,  which  is  not 

■  Lady  Elimbcth  Sliuit 
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dinner  or  in  ^evenino     p      ,  "  ."^  •*"'  '"  Society  >t 

Bkrbnice.' 


Lmd  cachet  (CkMrUs  AbM)  to  Mary  B^ 
now  Whether  you  mw  m  your  way  homewards 

'  Add.  MSS.  377J6,  f.  ,6j. 
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through  Edinbargh  my  Co-guardian  if  the  wung  Bironrt 
whom  »he  hai  carried  there  by  dint  ol  h«r  haH-aothorily 
and  whole-determination.  My  part  «>  only  to  hope,  a* 
1  sincerely  do,  that  it  wtll  aU  eod  w«ll ;  but  time  waa 
when  men  were  tuppowd— tow*  at  leaat— to  be  the 
beat  judgei  of  luch  matter^  Osborne  writet  to  me 
k  vly,  and  talk*  of  his  occupation*  very  rationally.  What 
u  next  to  be  done  I  ihall  b<  told  in  due  time. 

My  love  oi  Scotland  is  wch  that  I  have  no  doubt 
of  making  it  one  *t  my  h.-.t  Summer  escursioni  from 
here  into  that  part  of  the  Island  where  happily  all 
antiquities  a*  well  as  the  Hilh  are  covered  with  dark 
clouds,  and  one  may  travel  trusting  to  the  evidence  of 
one's  sensea.  Having  once  visited  every  part  in  detail, 
my  chief  pleasure  would  be  to  compare  the  present  state 
with  that  of  forty  years  ago.  Ossian  was  then  authentic, 
but  noHS  avoHS  changd  tout  ceH.  England,  however,  will 
first  be  a  subject  of  examination  and  its  dramatis  pttsona 
must  be  looked  at,  and  how  far  they,  as  well  as  I,  are 
altered  during  my  three  years'  absence.  Old  friends  with 
new  faces,  Ac.  Ac. 

You  know  th:it  from  Orbors  we  travelled  down  the 
Loire,  and  crossed  by  Poitiers  and  Angoul^me  to  Bor- 
deaux and  the  Pyranees.  I  remain  verv  much  o( 
opinion  with  a  young  Oxonian  who  looLed  >  .irefully  all 
the  way  from  Calais  to  Bayonne— some  800  miles— 
if  par  chance  la  BtUe  France  lay  in  that  direction,  but 
could  not  find  it.  Some  few  points  were  interesting, 
and  some  spots  handsome.  We  were  glad  to  see  Lord 
Bolingbrooke's  residence  during  his  exile  at  La  Source 
and  the  Duke  de  Bordeaux's  massive,  fantastic,  and 
abominable  Chiteau  de  Charabord;  also  Chanteloup, 
where  M.  le  Comte  de  Chaptal  (suppltant  for  the  Due 
de  Richelieu)  goes  on  manufacturing  Beetroot  Sugar, 
which  you  really  may  have  at  a  price  somewhat 
dearer  than  West  India  Sugar  if  you  prefer  having  it 
also  not  quite  so  good.     Les  Ormes,  the  Country  Seal 
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ToJ?..'^!:r Jut  r.i'r'  ""• .  ■•  ■-  -"  «>' 

•«««her,  with   ,  YaEh  oT^?^'"""**'  *"««  '"  P» 

TT>e  garden  .ide  miuhl  be  nl.»  T^.  ,  "•''  "  ""V  do. 
W.t.nc.  from  tngS'h  ,0  IrTjch^    "  ''  ""'  '»'^«  •*>• 

Th.  Bridge  at  Borde.„fn1S.  ^"'. 'r '•"•"''•«• 
•he  river  i.  larger  and  dL^r  ^ \*°  '"*'  Waterloo 
fi»n.  out  ,  do'not  prefer TVhe  -^h'  ^"""'^  "»«-- 
'  do  prefer  to  ,11  other.  I  have  evL  **"'  V  '^"'~" 
grandeur  and  .fatelinew  •  the  in-.r  "*,"  '"'  «•""»' 
T«lk  of  n,ounlain»-vi"t  tie  C;  "  '  -""'  *"  """V- 
Alp.  they  are  wonder  ul  but^h^CT  ^T  "*''  •»»« 
difference*.    We  were  betwin,!.*"'.  "'"'»'='•"»«= 

Pont  du  Gard-iee  »„rf  -         ,      °'  ""^  o"ier  object 

"  you  mi.,  V.uc'T.te  :r„X"l'r'''"  ''"S"^" 
not  go  to  Arle.  much  good  .  d^„  ,  ^''"•'  "  >»"  do 
•"e  fatigue  of  a  horribfe  ^'A'  £  '' If"  "°'  "P^V 
Won.  you  may  „,  "„  Arch  aL '  ^\^^"''  "'" 
»h.ch,  with  the  M.L„ U"^'^',fN?"f.  »  Mau.oleum, 
Ihe  trouble  of  going  again"  itafv  .  "  "">'  "^  y°" 

The  Mistral,  MarS  Tn.  i  *•* ''''^'' '"''"S'- 
Pletedouriourneyto£;L"'°"^  """  '''''i'"  com- 
hnrf.  Uninterrupted  Zhf,^„l  /?''  "°*  '  """»  be 
9  October  to  ,  of  DecembiiS^ji  T''  *"™  """  '^m 
»tormy  «a^Ely^m "mTe^  r  "'"'"  "'  "'"— "d 
onr  chief  society  Ce  the  U  trim,  u  ""^-  °'  ^"g""- 
-Mildmays-KLerkerfeyf^,    W~W°"*"««-Pi«'ding, 

LTr!:^'-''   --    ^   -eTnofS-o-iC;  -^ft 

HardS.'^,"4'^';, !"-«  ^'"'"y  '°  ^^d  and  Lady 
h-^  "s  a.  your  JresTde.      ''"  ""'^  '°'  "  "^'V'  y°"  w3 
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Aaw«wiUb«tltlnkii)(oll>*rto  in  •  l«w  we«k»,  priy 
think o<  MM  looa  Myou  gt»  lher«,  and  writ. ••  tow 
u  yoo  M«  M«l«d  Ottn,  th»t  w.  nwy  ""W"  how  in 
inquire  »of  you  upon  our  mtIwI  lh«r«,  which  wUI  be 
by  the  middle  o<  April  .,        . 

Udy  Colcheeter  eayt  ell  kind  Ihinm  to  you  .nd 
Acne*.  I  h«»e  no  room  to  tay  much  on  ih»t  ecore  lor 
mywii-but  thet  I  believe  1  ihall  elweyi  continue  to  be 
moil  truly  youre,  ^, 


In  lUerch  iSm  the  Berryi  mpin  went  ebrowl,  vleitlng 
Paris  and  lUly,  and  they  remained  on  the  continent  until 
Auguit  o<  the  following  year.  In  theelder  »i«ter'i  Journal 
tor  18)4  occur  tome  intereiting  pattagei. 

"  FtbtMmy  13.— Lett  North  Audley  Street  for  tv*t, 
after  a  reiidence  of  more  than  thirty  yean,  to  go  to 
Petereham;  fortunately,  I  wm  too  much  occupied  to 
think  much  of  thit  adieu,  and  indeed  I  leave  it  without 

regret.  „     .  • 

uFthmmy  17— Went  to  our  new  home,  No.  8,  m 
Curion  Street.  We  are  delighted  with  the  houw,  though, 
H  it  mowed  all  the  morning  and  rained  the  re»t  of  the 
day,  the  beauty  of  the  situation  wai  lott. 

"Af«fe»»4.— I  occupied  myeell  in  arranging  Lord 
Orford's  letters,  which  1  have  done  in  chronological 
order  in  four  portfoHof." 

During  this  year  and  the  next,  the  Berrys  held  the.r 
uUm  at  No.  8,  Curson  Street,  and  their  visitors  were  it 
frequent  as  ever.  Frequently,  however,  they  were  awsy 
from  London,  paying  visits  to  Chatsworth,  BramhaU, 
Capesthorne,  Raith,  and  other  country  seats. 

>  Add.  MSS.  ]77>6,  >•  >M- 
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Mrs.  Damer,  her  first  Friend,  inspired  her  with  all  the 
enthusiasm  and  devoted  affection  and  admiration  that 
can  be  felt  in  Friendship,  but  Mrs.  Damer,  m  fact  many 
years  older  than  Berrina,  is  now  in  point  of  mind  at 
least /or«y  yean  more  oged,  and  Berrina,  who  not  only 
still  retains  all  the  vigour  of  intellect,  but  also  all  the  fire 
and  warmth  of  youth,  requires  in  addition  a  Friend 
more  nearly  of  her  own  age,  whose  occupations,  pursuits, 
amusements,  and  views  of  the  world  are  more  like  her 
own  •  one  in  whom  she  can  find  a  companion  to  her 
taste  and  a  most  trusty  and  faithful  confidant ;  one 
who'  altho"  of  an  understanding  inferior  to  her  own,  may 
yet  have  sense  enough  to  be  of  use  in  matters  "  where 
two  heads  are  better  than  one,"— and  such  a  Friend,  I 
would  fain  hope,  she  finds  in  the  devoted  affection  of 

Charlotte.  ^  ■    j  r 

But  neither  Sister,  Dmiiager  Friend,  nor  Frtend  for 
iresetU   use,    can   entirely  suffice     Berrina's    enormous 
appetite  for  objects  to  love.    She  requires  the  interest 
arising  from   affection  for    those  much  younger   than 
herself,  to  whom  she  may  be  of  use,  and  for  whose 
future  success  in  life  she  may  feel  that  interest  she  no 
longer  feels  for  her  own,  or  for  her  other  Friends,  to 
whom  nothing  now  can  happen  except  death!     Her 
two  adopted  daughters,  Car  and  Harriet,  fill  these  places 
in  her  heart,  and  are   loved  according  to  their  very 
different  characters.    Car,  her  eldest  daughter,  by  the 
purity  originality  and  freshness  of  her  mmd,  her  genius, 
the  romantic  tenderness  of  her  heart,  and  the  sweetne» 
of  her  temper,  affords  Berrina  all  the  delight  that  such 
a  character  can  give  to  one  of  her  feelings.    Car's  situa- 
tion is  a  happy  one,  because  it  suits  her  character. 
Berrina    has  therefore  no  cause    for  anxiety  on    her 
account,  except  what  the  delicate  state  of  her  health 
may  give.    This  Daughter  is  a  source  of  unmixed  satis- 
faction to  her. 

Harriet,  her  youngest  Dai^hter,  "tho'  last  not  least 
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constantly  Berrina's  timr,!  .t     T"  '°  octupy  more 

ceivc  to  L  /rom^L  Tame1aus°etl:'  '"V"  '  '^°"- 
child  generally  apnear  tn  K  .  ..  '  """'""  ^  »'cWy 
requires  her  more  con.!     ^  *'""'"''  f>vorite_it 

being  ever  lovranothet  b  h"'""  ''°  ''"-""W* 
'aults  or  their  infirJ^.L  Jtr  "  T  "'"=°""*  °'  »'«■' 
her  noble  qualities  he"'  trmh  L'T  """''  '°' 
superior  understanding,  her  joori  .^'"""'"y-  '"' 
all,  she  is  touched  by  her  wlrJf,  T'''  ""''  ''''°^' 
The  difficulties  of  Harriet W?  ^"'^  '"'*'"•  Friendship. 

faults   in   the  characte  s  „'    r^"' ''^'""'"^ ''""^  '''' 
connected,  and  stiH  m  .°'*  '""'   ^hom   she  is 

her  own  c'h'act  "herba'd'et"":-  '^T  '"=  '-"»  '" 
uncontrolled  temper  and  ,nf."°r'  ^"  ^'°'"*  and 
worthy  of  her  "xce lien?  unde?,  "i'^  P^J"'""''  """ 
object  of  constant  a^Lety  to  b1'"^'  "**"=  "^^  »" 
naturally  feel  warmly  intereVtL/  "L'™'    *''°    ™"s« 

loves  her  tenderiy^and  to  wh'l  u''  ^^'^  "'=»'"''^'  *bo 
person  who  can  b^  of  ess  Jt^^  '^-^  '"'"  ='"=  '^  "«=  ""'y 
»he  has  over  h^r  heart  aTdini!:?"'''"'"  "'^  '"«"="« 
«  often  very  painful  LBerrinabutlr^H  '''"  ''"""''^ 
■nafang    Harriet  «<„«  „vL"  „^    "*  ''  "^  *"«ecds  in 

reward  her  for  it  aT-  "nitl  ""°^f  u'^^PP^'  "   *'" 
duty.  •  "  "°''  she  will  have  done  her 

hea'rfan^o'Jn^TaS"":  h'*  "^"'^""^  «--'^ 
my  holding  my  pK  ft  and  thT,'""'  ''"P^"^^  "P°" 
thinkthat  any  other  w"L.",'?  M'  ''°"''*  "°'  bear  to 
'  conduct  myseE  oTder^to  t^^^  '"""  ^'^^  ^°^  'ball 
corner?  I  cannot  cul  that  '' ""?  °^"  '"'«'  ''!^''"«« 
«ntiment  that  belong  o„ly  to  .K"'"'/;"'^'  '^"'i- 
ove  I    Still  less  can  I  exoect  fn  .     ^"f "^ship  as  to  first 
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lie  »  companion  that  interests  and  amuses  her,  and  when 
entirely  diverted  of  all  those  whims  and  jealousies  un- 
worthy of  my  head  and  heart,  I  may  be  the  person  to 
whom  she  can  with  the  greatest  comfort  and  confidence 
talk  over  all  that  interests  her — her  pursuits  and  occupa- 
tions, and  the  pleasures  and  pains  that  she  experiences 
from  all  her  other  affections. 

This  is  what  i  hope  to  be,  as  long  as  I  live,  and  retain 
my  reason.' 


frit 


Lady  Charlotte  Lindsay  to  Mary  Berry 

13  Charlotte  Strut,  Portland  Flack, 
'  Friday, /Ifn7  2i,  iSii. 

Though  1  said  that  I  would  not  answer  the  King's 
Speech,  like  Mr.  Hope,  yet  I  must  write  to  tell  you  that 
your  Book'  is  quite  new  and  perfectly  delightful  to  me. 
I  always  thought  it  would  be  a  very  creditable  Work, 
but  I  had  no  idea  that  I  should  have  derived  so  much 
amusement  from  it.  I  imagine  that  having  hithcto 
either  read  it  spitefully  to  detect  faults,  or  when  I  had 
rather  have  been  talking,  or  talked  to,  by  the  Authoress, 
prevented  my  really  enjoying  the  entertaining  informa- 
tion and  the  acute  and  just  reasoning  upon  facts  and 
persons  sufficiently  known  to  be  interesting,  and  yet  no' 
enough  so  to  be  commonplace.  In  short,  it  exact 
suits  the  extent  of  my  reading  and  reasoning  powers, 
and  I  hope  and  believe  that  it  may  also  suit  those  whose 
information  and  abilities  may  be  far  superior  to  mine 
Everybody  has  asked  me,  since  I  came  to  Town  "  when 
Miss  Berry's  book  is  to  be  publislicd  ?  "  never  having 
seen   it  advertised !     I   cannot    think    what    Longman 

'  Add.  MSS.  37;a6,  f.  i08. 

'  A  Comparative  Vitw  of  the  Social  Life  of  Engtand  and  France  frtm  t\t 
RettorQti«H  of  Charkt  the  Setond  to  the  French  Jitvotution, 


iJieaiu  by  this     U  u  ■ 

a  very  coZ'XlZ%lT-  I'V"""*  "»'  '  ''"e  go. 
"'K'-l,  that  I  may  ,«-„„».»?  ''''°'''  ""  'h's  day  ien-- 
";-  known  more  aCw  en  ^  '""V'"  ""'"•»•«' 
place.     My  sister  bom  wi^  «'''""  ^^  '»  *o  take 

"">«•  We  all  diSed  yesterdav  .  m°  ""'"'  ""  »'  ""» 
■ne't  the  Portmans.  wl"  Mh  !  ""'r""  """«  '° 
for  matrimony.    Thev  are  I  .  ™  '°°''  ""=  defter 

P'".'<="'-'y8entleman'likeco„r'?-oH^  looking  and 
'o  dine  with  Harriet  Williams  r„i  .  ''"''  '  »■"  8°'"g 
and  'f«  going  totheCrwithLdvp"""*  "-^  ^i'tef 
and  Monday  I  am  to  bo  toTL  .  '^  '"'"""-"'""es, 
-d  a  great^AssemWy  !?  Harewood'  h''""  ''"-P-t's' 
»'denng  that  I  am  by  way  of  bl„  """'  *''''=''  ^°n- 
quiet,  will  be  enoufii,  but  n^t  ^  "^''«-  *"<*  entirely 
doing  in  your..jrv':L"lrR.,TeaT"^V,^^°".- 
called   upon   Lady  C.   Burv    »,h^  \  c  '  ''*^«    "»* 

'"fliction  of  a  visit  from  L^rdn,  """  """"^  '''= 
«>'«ing,  so  I  coula  not  get  much  ?."•  *'"'  C"'""" 
»eems  over  head  and  ears^n  B^l  r  "^  *'"'  '«'^-  She 
Cookery,  Bazaar,  and  Dress  h?  V="^«'""d  Royalty, 
-own  .0  you  next  Mola^y'Tpo'slf^  '='"''  °'  ''"-S 

-Cr2:t;f,jremt;;f/rf''f 

c-est  Berrina  ;  love^o  AZlT.l'::!:!yfjZ"- 

,  Cha. 

^Cllri"^:f;:r't''^.-d  admired  my  «.„ 

'saw  myself  withotp%udt:t  Z^r^"'""''^''^" 
Glass  Door.i  P«judice  m  Mathew  Montague's 

'  Add.  MSS.  }„,6,  !.  ,7,. 


401 


BERRY   PAPERS 


While  the  Berrys  were  abroad  with  Lady  Charlotte 
Lindiay  in  i8a8  they  received  the  news  oJ  the  death  of 
their  old  friend,  Mri.  Damer,  who  had  passed  away  on 
May  j8,  aged  seventy-nine.   Though  their  friendship  bad 
not  waned,  the  frequent  and  prolonged   visits  of  the 
Berrys  to  tie  Continent  and  the  increasing  ill-health  of 
Mrs.  Damer  had  for  some  years  made  their  meetings  rar>:, 
but,  as  Lady  Theresa  Lewis  has  stated,  the  loss  was 
bitterly  felt  and  tenderly  deplored.    To  follow  in  detail 
the  movements  of  the  sisters  is  unnecessary,  but  it  may 
be  mentioned  that  they  were  frequently  at  Paris.    «The 
Berrys  and  I^dy  Charlotte  [Lindsay]  are  come,  and  very 
eloquent,  but  I  have  not  seen  them,"  Rogers  wrote  from 
that  city  to  his  sister,  September  7,  1830;  and  shortly 
after  added,  "  I  have  now  seen  the  Berrys  and  they  are 
very  animated.    They  were  at  St.  Germains  during  the 
war  in  Paris,  and  went  to  Paris  for  a  few  days  after- 
wards."     In  the  following  year  Mary  Berry  published 
the  second  volume  of  the  Comparative  View  0/  Social 
Life  in  France  and  England." 


Lord  Dover  ^  to  Mary  Berry 

Dovn  Houu,  StfttmttrlS,  1831. 

My  dear  Miss  Berry,— Many  thanks  for  your 
amiable  letter.  I  trust  you  Lakers  have  had  as  fine 
weather  as  we  Cockneys.  I  never  remember  so  beauiiful 
a  season.  We  have  been  endeavouring  to  enjoy  a  little 
of  it  at  Roehampton,  where  in  fact  we  still  are,  tnough 
I  write,  as  you  see,  from   town.    But  next  week   the 

val?*°^'J"^  "'•"""  Agir-EUi.  (1797-1833).  Chirf  CommiiMonet  of 
W(wi.  and  toreiti  1830,  created  Baron  Dee,  ,831.  He  wrote  a  biogiaphy 
of  Frederick  the  Great,  1831,  and  in  the  following  year  he  edited  «>«.' 
IValftUs  Uttm. 


°n  which  the  two  p"r,fe,  Jl'""  *="»  'h".  a  que'^^* 
.""•l  never  certainly^"''!"  """^  ""re  equally  bi,","^ 

'h»(  Reform  will  even.ully  J^!?u  "^  •'°"'"'  »'  =our,e, 
"°«  w.n  at  once,  we  shall  T,  "" ''"y'-bul  if  it  doe. 
H°*ever.   ,  ,„,  upoVthe  whoTe","  """"'"'  *'"«- 
our  diviwon.    in  any  caU  T.   '  ""S"'"*  respectina 
oX°'  f '"«  °»'.''  '"Tar    £'  f'""'-  -'"no? 

Litteiton  .Kc:°::  if'  "-f  p'»y»  wouijt; 

not  deemed  advisable  to  onen  ?i  ""'''  '*«'"«  '«  wa, 
St"'   ♦"'""  "ryl^e'ly     'ThT"""-    Surde 

opportunity   to  economir^Brn'th'"''"  "'^^  """  "''e 

«7  »  «dly  r.  'uT^V"""'"'  «°^'  -^  '  hear  Lord 
-5"LS::eri---^«iansa,ain.a. 

moment.    But  the  quiet  of  that  0*1™  """'"  '"  ">« 
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Robtrt  Ferguson  to  Mary  B*rry 

Raith,  Sumdi/,  Otititr  I],  llj). 

My  UEAK  Mary,— Your  letter  ol  the  4th  I  ihall 
keep  within  my  reach,  for  it  ii  one  to  keep— not  only 
from  my  i£FE?*<nnate  interest  for  the  writer,  but  alio  for 
its  firmness  and  wi<c'om,  ?nd  as  a  jjuide  to  steer  by, 
when  placed  either  in  reality  or  in  imagination  in  that 
state  of  decadence  which  is  our  irrevocable  fate  in 
advancing  years. 

I  trust  and  hope,  my  dear  Mary,  and  you  do  so 
yourself,  that  you  are  anticipating  and  not  yet  obliged 
to  be  so  serious  about  your  present  selfs. 

To  give  up  the  world  is  a  proof  of  weakness  and 
want  of  energy.  Better  to  be  done  with  life  than  say, 
"  I  have  outlived  all  my  friends  and  acquaintances,"  and 
when  that  is  the  case— and  we  see  many  such— old  age 
becomes  a  melancholy  load  of  ennui.  No — in  whate.er 
terrace  of  life  we  still  rest  on,  we  can,  if  well  constituted, 
secure  appropriate  society,  without  making  tiresome 
exertions  to  obtain  it.  Youth  is  fond  of  generous  and 
animated  old  age,  and  advanced  life  is  always  cheered 
by  having  rising  generations  about  them.  That,  I  am 
sure,  is  our  tendency,  and  when  that  is  the  case,  they 
will  not  fail  us. 

Enough  of  Philosophy  for  the  present.  We  had 
Ellice  with  us  on  Friday—  was  obliged  to  go  to  Edin- 
burgh to  dine  with  Jeffrey  >— but  if  he  can,  will  be  back 
to  morrow  for  a  day's  shooting  before  going  South. 
Lord  Lyndoch  comes  in  a  day  01  two,  and  we  shall 
have  then  no  more  quiets— as  we  migrate  on  the  21st 
to  East  Lothian.    Honald  remains  with  us  till  the  end 


■  FrucU  Jcfltey,  Lord  JeKrcjr,  Loid  Adtoatc  ■S]o-lS34.  Ht  wu  one 
of  tht  foundcn  of  tiM  MiKmiwtk  Stvitm,  ud  •  bfUliant  OMjriM  u  well  u  > 
niceotlal  lawjptr. 


THE   UTEI,   ,.,K.  OK  THE    BERRYS    „, 

«••"  '«    Ihc    Race    weel    wh^.h'"*  '^"  »•  "'linburgh 
••l<nd«l.    Ud»  Lord*!rf         ••    *■•   ^T    brilliantly 

o'  IUly.,„d  neither  Ru^.  orCj."':''  ""  ~~''"' 
whiUt  Eiiuland  ,,,,1  ^  "!*^    "'  *''»**>»  dare  allenipe- 

m  Iheae  two  Counlrie.     Th«.      f,"  u  ^  "°*  •»»« 
nothing  bu.  local  ..riir  *'"  ^  **""  »""  *» 

like  ct-.y,  of  rain.         *'*"""^'  •""  cold.    It  now  look. 

until  yofwclcToVintJ^rw'"!  '"  -"«  '  -""ve 
A«ecfionately  Your.,  ^    '  ^'"^  q'«rter.,-.Ever 

Rout.  Kkrgison.' 


»  '  o»t  kind  and  flXin a  u«      ■'*'"« ''=''"''*'«'8«« 
A«.  MSS.  J7716,  f.  I9J. 
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riinsininK Ihouiflil  ol  tniml  ur  «.h«rai.'ir  h«ii  rdfMlcd  l<> 
that  ciladi  I,  and  Ihcr*  I  mean  >i  to  hold  out  valiantly, 
till  the  whole  place  (all*  honourably  (oKcther,  alter  di»- 
puling  every  inch  »l  ground  on  the  eiicroachmrnt*  n( 
Indiflerencc,  or  el«c  (ailing  at  once,  by  a  couf>  i*  mtin 
—which  vu»  know  I  rather  prefer.  In  the  meantime  I 
wn  getting  on  better  than  I  could  expect,  but  n  noliody 
<<«cmt  to  be  aware  o(  my  age  but  myulf,  I  loM  credit 
lor  many  emrtiont. 

I  wa«  interrupted  by  being  Mnt  down  for,  In  lake 
leave  ol  Macaulay,  who  leaven  England  Ihia  very  day 
(or  India,  An  honourable  deaire  fur  aecuring  In  him- 
■elf  political  Independence,  and  the  fortune  of  two 
Siilert  hai  engaged  him  to  lake  a  moil  honourable 
place  in  the  Council  at  Madran,  but  there  he  muil 
remain  for  at  leant  six  or  seven  years  I  So  that  my 
farewell  was  for  tvtt :  and  it  was  certainly  nil  without 
sincere  regret  that  I  saw  depart,  so  distinguished,  so 
extraordinary  a  member  of  Society  I  so  very  unlikely 
to  be  soon  replaced  I  For  his  conversational  powers 
were  yet  greater  than  his  House  of  Commons  Eloquence. 

I  see  yo  IT  >'  .t>hew  often.  He  much  improves  on 
acquaintati.  e,  and  the  world  much  improves  him — which 
I  believe  to  be  the  case  with  all  the  better  order  of 
understandings.  I  introduced  him  last  night  to  Lord 
Lansdowne,  and  they  seemed  to  take  to  each  other.  I 
have  told  him  (your  Nephew)  whenever  he  sees  a  light 
in  o.  r  windows  to  come  up  without  invitation,  which 
if  a  more  comfortable  thing  to  a  single  man  in  London 
than  [formal]  ptrties. 

I  should  ask  if  you  had  no  intentions  of  reoccupying 
your  old  quarters  at  Gerard's  this  Spring,  but  that  I  am 
myself  uninterested  in  the  question,  for  if  I  do  not  slip 
down  much  lower  on  the  inclined  plane  on  which  we 
are  all  treading,  we  mean  after  Easter  to  cross  over  to 


THK    UTER    LIFE   OF   TMK    WMk\r.     4,, 
2"ll'7„?r..„":  '""'r'"""-     '  w..h  once  mor,  ... 

Anil    now    farewell,   dear   Phill— (»,   1   1. 

•f'     '  you  h.»,  been  «,  Kood  ..  ,0  alio;  m.  a  pl.c* 

M.  Bknnv.i 


•"  Wiinwl-iAc,  *nri",  i«i4. 

..  '7*  ™'»'  **•.,  and  I  bcM  >hc     my  Knie  oi  the  Hi. 
hnct-on  by  obeying  your  wi.hen,  .ho'nca"you  w  |'^" 
ready  to  blarae  your  own  ra,hnc«  in  vollZ^^  ^ 
encoun  er  «,  wrry  ,  letter-writer  a,  you  ^mZT2    ? 
.lmo.tore.wore  critici.n,  the  other  llay-a  1„m  ^fori 
non.arti,t,-.from  an  obwrvat.un  that  wa,  m!^- 
pre^nce  by  a  Dill.tante.  one  who  '  ^^n^'ji^jy 
I    aro«,  fron,  an  Arli.tS  prai.in8  the  wo  k,  of  «  me  of" 
hi.  brethren  now  in  the  exhibition-"  Ah  '  theV  Tl  7nn„ 
toBether-Praiw  me,   I'll  prai«,  you ! "    And  w  h  n  " 
q«rter  of  an   hour,  upon  bein/told  that  a  Zori  *! 
commended  wa,  not  thought  ver'y  highly  ot  by  the  Pro 

;  A<W.  MSS.  J77J6.  f.  „„. 
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fettion,  he  as  wisely  and  liberally  remarked,  "  Very  likely 
—but  Artists  and  Authors,  you  know,  when  their  brethren 
are  praised,  &c.  &c.  ..."    I  could  easily  have  made  him 
cut  his  own  fingers  from  his  awkward  use  o<  his  double- 
edged  sword,  but  he  would  only  have  hated  me  for  life 
—or  put  me  down  for  one  of  the  "  irritabOe  gmus  "—so 
1  left  him  alone.    You,  however,  will  have  the  generosity 
not  to  think  me  tuctstarify  a  humbug  {con  rispetto  par- 
Undo)  and  at  the  least  1  promise  to  show  my  honesty, 
if  I  don't  my  judgement.    I  think  then  our  Exhibition 
is  extremely  satisfactory.     There  is  a  good  show  of 
subjtct  on  fancy  Pictures,  tho'  poor  Newton,  Leslie  and 
Etty  are  not  contributors,  and  the  general  tone  of  colour 
is  lower  and  richer  than  we  have  been  accustomed  to. 
There  are  but   few   Portraits  of    Ladies,  particularly 
Ladies  of  Fashioi\  who  do  not  yet  seem  to  have  dis- 
covered an  artist  who  can  do  them  itistice.    Lawrence 
has  indeed  left  an  hiatus  valde  deflendusi    Landseer's 
"  Bolton  Abbey  in  the  olden  time  "—Monks  receiving 
contributions  of  Game,  Fish,  &c.,  from  the  Country 
people— is  a  delightful  picture.     It  is  painted  for  the 
Duke  of  Devonshire,  who  is    quite  pleased  with    it. 
Eastlake  has  a  small  picture  full  of  talent,  of  the  escape 
of  Francesco  di  Carrara  and  his  sick  Lady,  Taddea 
d'Este,  from  Galeazzo  Visconti.    Turner  is  splendid  in 
his  fairy  and  poetical  Landscapes,  and  Callcott  beautiful 
as  ever.    Wilkie's  best — and  a  beautiful  work  it  is— is  a 
group  of  a  Spanish  Mother  and  Child,  the  latter  playfully 
pulling  the  mother  back.    His  whole  length  of   Her 
Majesty  I  do  not  like.     He  also  has  a  whole  length  of 
the  Duke  of  Wellington  of  which  Mr.  Rogers— who  was 
looking  at  it  with  me— said,  "  1  would  have  swom  the 
Tailors  had  struck  I  "—and  truly  poor  Wilkie's  "Trowsers" 
haven't  even  the  promise  of  the  celebrate''  Pun,  for  I 
don't  think  anything  could  be   made   of   inem.     Our 
keeper,  Hilton,  has  a  fine  historical  Picture  of  the  find- 
ing of  Harold's  body  after  the  battle  of  Hastings— a  first 


H>1 


KK'IIAKJ)   VVKSTJlAiirn 


*oo,  i.  there.  ,Sd  Z^Zj^tfZ  *'^*'  *"«"«»". 
a  hard  c«e  upon  all  par  ,5  Ijl "^""'"^-^h-ch  i, 
one  or  two  excellent  Por  raJt.  d^;"",'  ^"'''«^"*'  ^a. 
Majesty,  whole  length  and  1'  P"' ?"'"'y  °ne  of  Hi, 
Halford,forSir  RoZtPeel  The^!""  °'  ^ir  Henry 
a-dozen  other  men-^niy  r,houW  /  T  *"'''»  °'  half, 
ticulariring  too  mudT-J^i,!  ''  '"'«"«  y""  by  Par- 

Art  is  4^  done  herelhJL  f""!  ""*  ^''"  »  ""n*  in 
PuthUtoricaUrt  ouYof  th^    ^T''""  "»' J"'*  "<>*•    " 
there's  no  employment  Mi'J"!!*!""  °'  «=°''"e,  for  alas 
were  ,  taste  for  it  adan  L  .  "  °"  houses,  if  there 

'or  our  comfort  'ie'^  °  ''"".^  '««e  pictures,  b*t 
•uccessP  Echo'at:7r  ^.wC••^"r'''y^'  -♦" 
.Landscape,  Seaviews,  HomT  Suh  -T  '  '"  ^°^*"'". 
•n  every  branch  for  whYch  there  ^7""'""'*'  »"" 
proud   to   say-and   I   am    .  '  '  ''*'"»"<"   '  am 

me-we  yield' to  no  country  "1^°"  *"'  "S'"  ^'^ 
"  but  little  to  boast  of  ?v  '  *"'""  •»  «y  there 
Father  has  a  fines'le  n  ^u"  '"  ^"'P"«-e.  My 
has   a   beautifr'^l;^l^°'='».»n 

«op-for;y«,.  Patience  and  Vh^"P*  .'  ^'^  better 
Duchess  of  Sutherland  did  me  Ih^T'  ""''•  "^he 
"P  to  me  at  the  private  View  at  Sn™""' /°  '=°'"'' 
The  recognition  was  flatteri„„    *i.  .^"'"et   House. 

'"  every  variety  of  for™  and  IT"^^'  ."""  P^««"t-are 
by  the  pr^i  l(  her  oTace  the  DuVh       ^'"'P'""  '°°^ 

CharadM  seem  tn  1,.  •         ".""^hess-Countess. 
goes  on  thLTer^irrrr "/°P"'-''y-    "'* 

membermentleftunanatomiiTd  n7h;Dic7'"'  °*  '^'■'■ 
Cheney,  Udy  M.  Shephard  anrt  r   !    ^'.^°""y-    ^rs. 
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under  her  own  aparimenti,  for  her  Salle,  and  had 
covered  herKlf  with  glory  I  I  don't  know  what  we 
shall  make  of  it  next  Thursday  at  Mrs.  Cheney's, 
after  the  success  of  the  Rival  Houses.  How  I  wish 
we  could  be  honoured  by  the  presence  of  our  Trio. 
I  have  had  to  write  one  on  "  Farewell "  and  I  think 
you  would  smile  at  the  shifts  I  have  been  put  to 
to  make  a  petite  comMie  of  each  syllable,  and  then 
the  sum  tolile  of  the  whole,  as  Mrs.  Hume  would 
call  it.  I  asked  Luttrell  what  I  had  better  do  for 
the  second  syllable ;  he  said  "  Let  tvell  alone  t  It's  a 
good  rule." 

Quin's  Book,'  if  it  is  not  yet  out,  will  be  born  in  a 
few  days.  The  tvhole  profession  will  be  upon  him,  but 
he  will  take  a  good  deal  of  beating.  Mr.  Morris's  work 
too  is  now  anxiously  expected,  but  you  know,  I  doubt 
not,  what  sad  fellows  publishers  are.  Longman  has 
announced  a  new  Edition  of  your  interesting  Volumes 
"  with  the  usual  forms."  Nothing  however  has  appeared 
very  lately  of  any  great  calibre  nor  of  much  interest. 
Rosa  Matildas  and  the  numerous  family  of  the  anonymi 
send  forth,  al  solito,  heroes  and  heroines  of  what  they 
call  fashionable  life ;  but  I  cannot  report  anything  very 
remarkable  for  its  excellence. 

I  hope  the  change  of  air  and  variety  of  scene  have 
completely  re-established  Lady  Charlotte's  health,  and 
that  you  and  Miss  Agnes  continue  well.  You  know  not 
how  much  you  are  all  missed,  as  you  would  not  leave 
Curzon  Street  at  this  season.  Of  myself  I  say  nothing, 
for  one  grumbler  in  the  family  is  enough  !  But  truly  it 
has  been  a  bad  year.  I  fear  I  have  (if  you  read  so  far) 
tired  out  your  Patience.     Pardon  me  and  remember 


'  Prciumably  Dr.  Frederick  Henry  Foster  Quin  (1799-1878).  the  firil 
homceopathic  physician  in  England,  and  as  such,  much  disliked  by  his  pro- 
fessional brethren.  In  1834  he  published  Pkarmactfaia  Hnmaopathitii, 
which  was  dedicated  to  Leopold,  King  of  the  Belgians,  whose  family  physician 
he  had  been  at  Claremont. 


THE    LATER   UFE   OF  THE    BERRVS     .., 
yon  drew  it  on  yourself     i  h—  .    .._ 
your  feet  (rather  awkward  in  eULu'^J"^""  "  '^ 
myself  with  great  respect  *        ^  '"*■  *°  •"«>«ribe 

Your  obedient  and  grateful  servant, 

Richard  Westmacott. 

My  Father  would  desire— if  h.  i,»       ■ 
to  you-to  Lave  his  ComDiL.n.       ^'^  '  *««  """"R 
•"en,  as  if  he  were  arnfy  Xw"'"' ^ n  ^'^  •'^"P' 
Mems  to  be  doino  him T  "'*  ^"J«e  of  York 

;!»tingui,h^htVo:gh\°e"hr,'e^\^t''^  ""  ""t 
hmes  lately)  by  Jfferina  ,!„  M  '"  •"*"  """•«  <"•  four 
know  my  Father'^  fhi"  L?^"'^'^""  "P°"  '»•  ' 
«lledwork,of  Art''W«^''2",^""'  ^''"'y  °"«  d"y 
it  for  a  «act-..^^^2^^«?f;,  .^•*'"«'«^/"     I  know' 


Richard  We^macott  to  Mary  Berry 

Luttrell,  the  Bvnss  anH  ^f^        ,  *   ™*'"'"  of   Mr. 

°'the  time  I  havflo,"  and  rtr^'^r  ''"""<'»  «« 
"«fr«  piUi.  Mr,.  ByngTs  full^  "  *°  .*^'°^  ">y«"  =" 
»nd  has  had  no  diSv /„  '  ^°''I-  '""''"'='''  *°  her, 
have  been  very  happ"  had  i'^Z'k'"^  ""^  '  """"W 
assure  you  I  had  ^I..aW  °  ''^^"  "''h  you.  I 
could  entirely  give  uo  the  „f^  *"''  '"^''"'  '^'°™ 
goto  Paris  helfout  to  ^etr:  '?h"  """P'"«°"  '° 


'  Add.  MSS.  377J6,  f.  199. 
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UtMt  to  England  ior  ihe  preient,  endeavouring  to  mix 
the  "irftb"  with  the  "<lNfe«." 

Your  obtervation  of  the  deterioration  of  taate  in  the 
French  hetpt  to  confirm  me  in  my  opinion  that  your 
very  free  governments  are  a  speciet  of  "wui  ocehio"  to 
the  developement  of  the  Pine  Arts,  I  know  many  writers 
and  Fathers  hold  a  different  Doctrine,  Yn.  I  am  strongly 
inclined  to  dispute  it,  and  without  going  into  the  whys 
and  the  wherefores,  I  think  the  history  of  the  arts 
affords  sufficient  ground  for  the  contrary  opinion.  In 
Greece  they  flourished — indeed,  in  nominally  free  Italy ; 
but  surely  Athens,  the  chief  seat  of  Arts  in  sculpture 
and  architecture's  most  flourishing  period,  that  is  under 
Pericles,  was  hardly  free.  The  Spartans,  really  iree, 
had  no  Art.  There  was  very  little  in  Rome — none 
properly  Roman,  for  the  best  about  the  beginning  of 
the  Empire  (and  that  by  the  bye,  when  they  were  be- 
ginning to  lose  their  freedom),  was  Grecian — the  fitful 
start  under  Adrian  hardly  deserves  mention,  its  duration 
was  so  short — it  reminds  me  of  Pope's  lines, 

"  Collects  her  Inreath  as  ebbing  life  retiies 
For  one  paff  more,  and  in  that  puff  expires." 

In  more  modern  times  the  most  flourishing  period  of 
Art  in  Italy  was  when  that  country  was  anything  but 
free — for  the  Medici's  Republic  of  Florence  was  vox  el 
pnterea  nihUI  h  :  they  had  the  Angels  and  a  race  of 
Giants.  The  same  may  be  said  of  Rome  and  of  Venice, 
the  three  great  schools  of  modern  art.  The  most  flourish- 
ing time  of  all  in  France  was  under  Louis  XIV  and 
Napoleon.  Ours  never  came  to  anything,  but  it  buddii 
about  the  reigns  of  Henry  VIII  and  then  for  Charles !, 
bad ^M  times!  but  it  "died  and  made  no  sign."  Witi 
us  <t  never  had  a  fair  chance-  -there  must  be  a  certain 
degree  of  civilization  before  Art  can  be  thought  of. 
We  had  hardly  attained  that  when  the  Reformation  sent 
the  Virgin  Mary  (the  modern  Minerva  of  Artists)  to  the 


"gnt  about,  anri  »h._  *  ' 

"»  other  c;u"ri:!'"r:C'r"'"«  •»  ah  ^ioy^ 

*»"  be  produced;  but  whether'  1  *  •^"""'•'l  work 
now  ,^,„  pbceVJL  Ji  !'  '^'  """«••  ««»  .re 
generally,  it  i,  „„,  foTT  ^'J°^  "weal  or  for  woe" 

ttr  '^^  *"' -i-'au^t^h^^ '  r  --"- 

them-and  a  trade,  divested  „?•  '*•"'  ''inches  ot 
•ehngand  study  that  Sd  Lc'  '^"'''  "'"'  'h^  h'Jh 
»'ce  may  go  on-but  Ar°  IT^?'"^  "'  ">«''  Prac- 
followed,  i,  gone  back  ,„  :?,  '/^""e  art  should^ 
where  they  may.  Th„e  be  L"^""  "W^'-  be  they 
""re  that  Sparfln  Virtue  n»*  ."'''  opinions,  pray  ad 
^.  »  Whig/,  .hal,  l"e  ,0  Ch''.*""  P'-'-'^^'t" 
thii  subject.  ""  '°  "•"  what  you  think  upon 

t^F^'-e^T^^^^^^^  to  Pari.  , 

Notwuhsfanding  much  i^.S  °w  ».  '^''  "'  travel,.. 
P°«»'cal   description,  |  Vh'nk   i   Z-    "^  »"■*  ""^h  »nd 

«pect.tions_p.,ha'ps  thy^^'e^/'y ',"''■  P*°P'«'» 
out  I  suspect  it  is  dano.,/  unfairly     ndulced 

^  publish  in  old  ageThe  r°'  ''  "»**  injudicff 
odour  of  freshness  i,  onn  1  ^'°""^  °'  youth  Tht' 
««.fied  in  being "hown  tn  IT''  °"'  «"'»  b^  Q  5e 

Sprng.howeyer1,rilir.:"'o  "wenn?"'  ""  '"°'»°'»  ' 
'  ''at  an  hour  on  Sunday  I'^T"'"  ""'y  "^y  "e. 
•eems  to  be  getting  weaker  and  i^  J"'  ^"~«'  She 
her  powers  of  mind  are  ..ro^^"  *"''"  physically,  but 
f.«  do  so  she  enjoy,  see  ^""«"  '^^'  and  when  she 

S"/Ttry''"r'*''' "'°-  ^^i""i^- ':- 

8    *    very    strong    and    rl««.,  **'"*      by 

0-ougb,.tbeP.esid^„to1tht^;OSiet";,wt 
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nrftectMl  in  Mne  mewur.  upon  Kn.  Onhm  .  •ccount 
o(  th«  wrthqMke  *t  Chili  in  tttt  (in  hit  addrm  to  Ui. 
Society  .t  the  end  oj  the  tewon).  "  Some  d-d  |o«>- 
natured  friend,"  m  Sheridan  »ay».  o<  courie  told  h«  of 
it,  Md  th(  coniequence  to  the  worthy  Pretident  it  ■ 
very  levere  thaking  I 

Where  do  you  think  Protheroe  It  gone  to,  to  get  hit 
Radical  notion*  corrected  1  Motcow  l-ll  the  Autocrat 
oi  All  the  Ruttiai  meant  to  have  tuch  a  violent  ex-M.P. 
in  hit  dominions  he  will  certainly  patt  i  He  Lady  Morgan 
tentence  agalntt  him,  and  bow  him  ou^,  and  Protheroe 
will  return,  lor  the  leaton,  a  politica.     ntyr. 

The  board  in  front  of  the  new  Palace  it  removed,  and 
it  it  now  exposed  t,o  public  view— a  handtome  iron-railing 
with  gilt  •pearheadi,  extending  from  each  extremity  oi 
the  ttone  building  to  the  Marble  Arch,  conne.itt  them  in 
unnatural  alliince.  The  Architect  might  have  offered 
the  country  the  expante  of  the  railing-The  Critic  t  had, 
a'ld  do  still,  tupply  an  ample  provition  of  it— nearly  40 
fc  i  of  loose  aUi  rUiwi  of  the  triumphs  of  our  army 
and  navy— executed  in  marble  by  me,  /or  ike  Arelh  are 
promited  to  the  garrets  on  the  Garden  Front  of  the 
Palace— and  Nelson  dying  in  the  Cockpit  of  the  Vtctory 
(to  tay  nothing  of  her  arms)  and  the  Battle  of  Waterloo, 
by  my  Father,  decorate  the  Attick  on  the  Park  front  of 
the  tame  1  They  say  placing  them  so  has  saved  a  great 
quantity  of  ttone  facing!  Vivtnt  Lord  Duncannon 
and  Mr.  Blore. 

At  you  are  of  my  telect  Committee  and  are  to  kind 
as  to  take  some  interest  in  my  little  doings,  in  and  out 
of  my  own  Art,  I  take  the  liberty  of  acquainting  you 
that  Keeley,  the  actor,  has  requested  a  Farce  lor  t.ie 
opening  of  Vestris'  Theatre,  and  !  have  sent  him  the  one 
I  read  to  you,  which  was  too  Ute  ior  the  last  season, 
don't  make  a  farce  of  my  profession,  nor  a  profession  ot 
my  farces,  but  writing  them  amuses  me  and  it  maUM, 
at  Mr.  Callcott  called  it  one  day,  an  interlude  betwetn 
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the  nurbl*  lift  and  bread  and  meal  Utt !    If  it* do.ie  I 

no  h^tw^tlon  when  I  begw,  of  trying  your  Patience  u>  far 

?L  L'°y'.  u****  "'  *="'>»''ing  mutt  have  done-.fcA« 

in^J  \  ''"I'  '"^'"'-    ''"''•'"  ••••  con«q..ence 

01  your  kmdncM,  and  permiuion  to  trouble  you     I  tniat 

Noveraber-I  beg  to  offer  my  best  reepectt  toUdy 
CWlolt.  and  MiM  Agn..,  and  have  the  honour  to  fi 
Uear  Madam,  your  much  obliged 

Rich.  Wistmacott.i 


Th*  DMkt  0/  Strihtfknd*  lo  Mary  Btrry 

DvH«o*iH,  Siftmttr,  lo,  Hm. 
Your  Utter  of  the  aSth  of  August,  my  Dear  MiM 
Berry,  »  moit  acceptoble  and  moit  interetting  to  me. 

L^u'^Tf  i*„'*°  ''"''•  »«**'  »"«•  »""'•'>  ««» 
barren  Letter  of  which  you  to  ju.tly  complain.  1  mutt 
defend  mytelf,  however,  in  one  article,  that  of  politict, 

at  to  what  It  called  the  politict  of  my  own  environt, 
but  you  are  to  fully  informed  of  all  public  eventt  by 
the  newtpapertthat  my  cor  .llariet  would  be  luperfluout 
»t  any  time.  I  tincerely  hope  all  may  go  on  well, 
and  am  much  toothed  and  comforted  by  having  had 
the  Chancellor,  here  for  tome  dayt,  hit  society  [?]  quite 
delightful  at  you  know.  He  took  ,  great  intere/t  in 
the  improvementt  here,  we  had  fine  weather  and  everv. 
thing  au  iouhait.  I  atsure  you  that  you  were  not  for- 
gotten.  He  and  I  expect  to  dine  with  you  in  November. 
Me  received  the  freedom  of  four  Boroughs  here  yester- 

I  Add.  MSS.  3;;a6,  t.  «a 
'»■),  who  b^  »««d«l  to  the  D.kBlom  on  ,h.  dnih  of  hi.  fc.her  in  1I3  j 
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day  $m em  tnUpiM  ptrtfti  tm  btildm  mend*,  and  nwd* 
moti  beautiful  tittle  ipcechci  to  each  deputation.  We 
had  a  breaklaat  (or  them  afterwards,  (about  40)1  and 
he  departed  for  EdiniHirgh  and  a  hundred  viiita  by 
the  way.  While  he  wat  here  we  alto  had  the  Duke 
and  Ducheas  of  Buccleuch  part  of  the  time,  the  Yorkea, 
and  latteriy  Lord  and  Lady  Harrowby,  who  are  nev 
here— previously  the  Master  of  the  Roils,  and  Mi^i 
Leach,  and  the  Uuke  of  Bedford  (hang  my  half  sheet) 
is  coming.  I  had  all  my  ttnlUmtn  by  turns  to  dine 
during  this  visit,  and  there  was  a  great  curiosity  to 
see  the  Chancellor,  and  they  were  amused  one  night 
by  seeing  the  great  seal  affixed  to  a  Treaty  with  Spain. 
All  this,  with  fine  weather,  nAooft'nf,  Ac,  was  very 
agreeable  and  cheeriul  as  'he  local  here  is  so,  in  those 
circumstances.  Now  an  magi  has  come  on  and  the 
sea  very  rough  and  angry,  but  these  storms  generally 
pass  over  in  a  few  days,  r.nd  September  and  October 
•re  generally  fine  months. 

t  do  not  foresee  being  in  London  late  in  November, 
but  I  think  I  shall  then  repose  myself  there  by  coming 
directly  from  hence,  and  goip  ,  perhaps  afterwards  for 
a  short  time  to  Trentham,  Ac 

On  my  arrival  here  I  had  to  set  out  on  a  journey 
by  the  new  roads  round  the  coasts  and  to  see  all  I 
could  of  the  more  remote  parts  that  I  lud  not  seen, 
which  occupied  a  fortnight  busily.  Lord  and  Lady 
Surrey,  who  I  am  happy  to  say  are  here,  met  me  at 
Tongue,  formerly  Lord  Reay's  residence,  and  it  was 
altogether  very  pleasant.  The  North  Sea  dashing 
against  the  great  wall  of  rock  that  those  coasts  have 
to  defend  them  from  it— part  of  their  journey  was 
curious — later  covered  with  white  Kyorphen  Alba  in 
full  flower.  Many  more  useful  productions  on  the 
coasts  and  in  the  valleys,  e.'scellent  crops  everywhere, 
in  snort  all  I  saw  and  met  with  was  most  satisfactory. 
I  hiid  Mr.  Loch  and  various  gtn$-d'affaif§t  with  me. 
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You  wUI  vary  r«Monably  b«  lind  of  ill  iki.  11^.11 

■uuy  employ*^  by  harbouring  you  and  a  arnt  d.c  Vw 
«»o««  «>ci..y  in  it.  .nvironr'th.  coun?r?Xu.  .t  t 
ch.r«.n„  .„  all  ,he„,i,„,  wooda-VeS  ie    ^^,^ 

at  i^rh^,"?'  ""'"^'°  "••••  y-  «"•  •"«•  or  anothar 
eith^v'fo      '""■•'. """"g  »M,  October  apply  «y^ll 

^t  .m.nt.     can  rea.h  bit  by  bit,  and  doin^a  grT,! 

LT'.h«f' "'"*  ""•  *'">'  «™*  »»"•  better-urveyinK 
m>n  wheel.,  peeping  into  ditche.  to  ue  if  the*  haw 

Im^IH:''  ""  t'^*'  ""  '="»"""«  that    he  h'rrn: 

finH  .'"I"'.  *'*'  *"  ^°°''  »•  "*""•  »<=''o°'».  »nd  to  try  to 

I  m^.»       !'"*"."'«'"•  ""*  '"'Sht  be  too  long.      ^' 
L.  Lr\  T^""?  '"'P*  "  '^°  »"  '°f  the  return  of 

Ducie  would  b.  a  great     ,.     o'our^^cS'ely^'t.Ta™: 
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L'InlMis,  lb*  ml*  M  Don  CwkM,  to  dMd  ol  mmm 
viohml  complainl,  it  do««  not  appear  lo  hava  baan 
cholara ;  but  it  ia  malancholy,  particularly  (or  tha  olbar 
Infanta,  »ho  rtmain*,  aomawhcra  ncAr  Hortruah. 

With  my  kindati  ragard*  to  your  awociataar— Evar 
my  daof  Miaa  *<<rry,  moat  aflactiunataiy  youra, 

Si;thkiilami>.i 


Mtpy  Btny  l»  PkU  Ct^lty 

CuuoN  intrt,  Afrtl^  lOir 

Mv  DBAN  Phil,— If  tha  unknown  tonguaa  ara  half 
M  excallcnt  at  tha  Saint  blUty'i,  if  they  will  aven  con- 
tribute  aa  much  toward*  agreeable  converaa  aa  I  hope 
her*  will  at  our  table,  I  ahall  think  mora  uriou.fy  of 
them  than  I  av^r  have  done.    A  your  magnilicant 

Iwoaf— I  want  wnrda  lo  expreit  harmi,  not  only  to 
myaalf,  but  to  everybody  who  hai  taated  it,  and  to  the 
highly  favoured  few  who  have  obi  nad  a  little  corner 
of  it.  Had  you  teen  ti  e  4M  phtt  01  bread  und  butter, 
devoured  at  our  tea  table  the  other  Evening,  you 
would  have  leen  how  well  beatowed  your  preient,  m  t 
only  on  roe, '  it  on  my  Society. 

Now  ai  to  .  utineta.  The  Saint  writea  ma  word,  in 
a  very  well  edited  Epialle,  that  the  cost  of  the  Tongues 
ia  £1.  10.  o.  and  to  her  trouble  I  am  welcome.  But  I 
hope  ten  thilllngn  added  to  the  price  of  the  tongue*  will 
be  at  welcome  to  Sally  at  her  tonguea  to  me.  So  tell 
me  how  1  ihall  onvey  to  her  a  couple  of  iovereigns. 
The  carriaj^e  it  the  only  thing  that  icemt  dear,  ai  it 
costs  eleven  shillings.  But  su!l  I  am  much  pleased  in 
every  way  wi'li  my  bargain. 

1  have  nut  behelu  Edward  lor  these  last  ten  days. 
The  whole  world  have  lived  in  the  House  of  Commoni 

■  KM.  M8.1   577l«,  t.  ilj. 
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wtll.  «Kl  h^>py  10  h,  oul  of  Ih.  icrap!!..  *  ^^ 


•  A.u«to.  «,.,„.  n.^  *,^.  „  „„ 

'wti « II..  p™.p„, « ,„|„^  i„,  JZ,^S 

F.  JEFPREV." 

•  Add.  MSS.  377J6.  f.  ,9,.  ""• 

Kr*  U»  ori,to.I  Wt,„  ta  u«  poo^to,  U  A.  M.  Bn»ai.,,  E«,. 
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Earl  of  Carlisle  to  Mary  Berry 

Castu  Howard,  DitnUiTi,  i>43. 
Mv  DBAR  Miss  Berry,— I  have  read  the  third 
volume  and  two  parts  of  the  fourth  of  the  Selwyn  Corre- 
spondence.' I  confess  that  I  cannot  quite  agree  with  you 
with  regard  to  my  Father's  letters.  Some  may  be  credi- 
table, but  that  which  details  his  losses  at  play,  and  that 
which  applies  the  term  old  rascal  to  Franklin  might 
as  well  have  been  spared.  They  were  all  written  in  the 
strictest  confidence  to  Selwyn  upon  the  most  private 
matters.  The  publication  I  conceive  to  be  quite  un- 
justifiable. You  ask  me  about  the  Baron  and  the  Lady. 
The  Baron,  whose  name  I  do  not  precisely  remember, 
was,  I  have  always  understood,  an  unprincipled  ad- 
venturer and  rogue,  and  possessed  too  great  an  ascen- 
dancy over  the  Lady,  especially  in  financial  matters. 
I  am  glad  that  the  same  is  not  obvious,  and  I  ought  not 
to  be  the  person  to  disclose  it,  as  most  of  the  notes  are 
sad  book-making  expletives,  and  what  a  portrait  he  has 
given  of  the  Duke  of  Queensberry,  with  the  Star  of  the 
Garter  which  he  never  had,  and  features  as  like  mine 
as  this.  I  shall  not  repine  at  the  work  having  few 
readers,  for  never  was  a  family  so  mercilessly  exposed 
as  ours.  There  is,  however,  one  letter  which  pleases 
me  much,  that  of  Horace  Walpole  upon  this  place, 
which  is  very  flattering. 

I  wish  that  I  could  inform  you  about  our  plans,  but 
disabled  by  gout,  and  harassed  by  cough  I  hardly  know 
how  to  form  them.  1  was  sorry  to  hear  that  you  had 
been  suffering.  With  many  thanks  for  writing  to  nic 
believe  me,  Always  very  sincerely  yours, 

Carlisle." 

*  Georg*  S$lvtyn  and  his  ConUmtcrari4s,witkM*m9ir  and  Notes,     Edited 
by  John  Henenge  Jeue,  4  »oI«..  '843. 
■  Add.  MSS.  37726,  f.  231. 
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Mary  Berry  to  Mrs.  Lamb 

nuidtji,  March  u  [1145], 

Mv  DEAR  MRS.  Lamb,-A  letter  which  I  have  this 
^  address  you  once  more  on  the  subject  of  your  house 

?arll"ss1',7"^  '  ri  =°""°'»='ble' account  ofT,rd 
t-arl.sles  state,  says  "You  and  Mrs.  Umb  tell  me  verv 
different  stories.  She  tells  me  you  w7no  tX  her 
house  because  it  is  not  large  enough  to  hold  Lady  Cha 
Lmdsay,  which  I  cannot  believe.     I  must  write  and  ,di 

month"*  ^'"P''  I  *''°"'''  ^'  '"  P™fi«ing  by  the  ,1" 
months  absence,  tho'  I  am  sure  she  knows  it." 

Cha  unHr.l!"''"'  ^''""  "P  ""  ''°P«'  °f  having  Udy 
Cha.  under  the  same  roof  with  us,  as  Miss  Folev  keeZ 

will  ml':  °"  ""'  ""  ""  J"'y  '°^  «="«'""•  And  if'yo'u 
monfts  and  ''°"J  ""f  '°  8'^"=  "P  y°"'  house  fo^r  6 
months,  and  make  all  your  friends  happy  by  vour 
company,  w_e  have  found  that  we  can  add  /co  to  what 
1  mentioned  on  the  rent,  and  certainly  /«%  w  k  S  a 
great  way  m  Railroads  and  Hotels,  and  ctr^y  Z  from 
one  end  of  the  Kingdom  to  another.  ""^  y°"  "0™ 

fytJiusdaji  Mtming,  Mank  13 

eve^n?  /"  ''''•''  \  *""'"  ^^^^^'^y  ™°^"ing.  In  the 
evening  I  received   your  welcome  note.    We  now    I 

P^T'l      ^'5°  "  '"''  "''°"'  'he  amount  that  Mr 

Wm  Ihtr"  ^°"  *°  *="''•  '  ""''^^'^  ">e  letter  from 
him  wh,ch  you  announce,  in  wh.ch,  take  notice,  he  r  Tr 

™B°«hUTn"°r'  '"'  ='^°"Sly  recommends" 
us  Bingham  Villa.  However,  I  trust  we  are  now  settled 
with  our  old  favourite  and  shall  renew  with  mu^h  sa,,^ 
faction  with  Mr.  Bennet  and  with  The  ToruZ 

You  know  that  when  we  are  in  your  house,  you  can 
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always  get  out  of  it  anything  you  want,  and  that  anything 
you  leave  will  be  taken  ipecial  care  of.  I  ahould  have 
you  down  immediately  to  talk  theie  matters  over  with 
you,  but  I  have  been  for  the  last  four  days  so  ill  with 
a  severe  attack  of  cold,  which,  altho'  not  exactly  the 
Influenza,  has  conSned  me  to  my  room  till  to-day,  and 
has  left  me  so  hoarse  that  it  is  hardly  possible  to  hear 
or  to  understand  me.  I  suppose  this  cannot  last,  and 
as  s^'.^n  as  it  ceases  you  will  see  us  for  half  an  hour. 

Morpeth  comes  from  Castle  Howard  to-morrow  with 
Lord  Doreen.  They  go  to  the  Irish  dinner  and  [are] 
to  return  to  Castle  Howard  on  Monday.  '  am  afraid 
he  will  have  no  tim^  to  see  the  likes  of  us.  You  must 
t)e  aware  of  all  the  good  you  will  do  at  Castle  Howard, 
which  there  seems  to  be  no  thought  of  leaving. 

Yours  ever  most  sincerely 

M.  Berry.' 


Mary  Berry  to  Mrs.  Austin  ■ 

RlCHUOHO,  TlUMUjr,  Mf  26,  I<4fi. 

My  dear  Mrs.  Austin,— I  only  waited  till  the  /Zwrry 
of  your  wedding  was  over  to  claim  your  promise  of 
coming  to  see  us  here.  But  I  did  not  know  till  your 
note  of  yesterday  how  little  time  I  had  to  lose,  or  how 

soon  I  had  to  lose  you  for  ,  the  next  is  an  ugly 

word  I  don't  like  to  pronounce,  or  to  write,  be- 
cause it  conveys  a  melancholy  which  ovH  not  to 
attach  to  it.  In  the  mean  time,  then,  can  you  and  will 
you,  come  and  dine  with  us  on  Friday  next,  or  if  that 
should  not  suit  on  Monday  next  the  ist  June  ?  I  have 
written  to  Sidney  Smith  to  make  the  same  proposal  to 

■  From  the  original  letter  in  the  collection  of  A.  M.  Broadley,  Elq. 

"  Slnh  Taylor  (1793-1867),  who  in  iSjomuried  John  Austin,  the  jutiit. 
She  is  best  known  u  the  tnuuUtur  of  Ranke's  History  ofth*  Ptfts  (1840), 
and  the  same  writer's  History  0/ tkt  Rofvrmatian  in  Germany  (1845),  which 
latter  work  is  referred  to  in  this  letter. 


"'"  "  ''""  ■''"■<■•"  •""■■  'v  11. I.I  T.„l. 


■iyi...„/l,-,li.  i:  /.■ri.,.c.  It.. -I. 
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u.a.4  M  reroute  r«r  ;r-- 

Rank.TusI'^,'^;?i!  "''"'•  y°"  "■•  «"•  volume  of 
your  determination  on  every  account  ^""^ 


il/»M  Jl/rfry  a«ry  lo  Miss  Kate  Perry 

Cu«iot»  Sl»E«,  irmmi«'  w,  1846 

.han.:^^rr,''r4---^ 

for  allowing  me  to  become  acquainted  with  AZl^t' 

.Zou^h  th'~^"f  •■  °'  ^"°"  ^°-"  wiCt  going 
,^  fi^^u  '"'•"♦'°"  **ich  seems  to  be  little  lei 
terrific  than  that  of  Kree-Masonry.    I  once  was  a  Alton 

po  ^essi.n.    Nobody  was  living  in  the  House,  and  I 
'  From  the  ori|in.l  I«,„  i„  ,h,  fo,^^  „,  a.  m.  Broodlejr.  E«,. 
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Mw  only  the  Gvdens,  '«hich  certainty  anticipated  the 
House  they  were  tutelary  to,  for  such  extraordinary 
combination  of  all  sorts  of  styles  and  of  tastes  I  never 
beheld.  How  I  shall  like  to  tilk  all  this  over  with  you  I 
but  alas  nMum  tempus  occurril  to  you,  any  more  than 
to  kings  when  once  you  gel  into  your  far  west,  while  I 
have  certainly  no  time  to  lose.  We  havu  not  made  our 
annual  visit  to  Tittenhanger  this  month,  for  while  we 
were  leaving  the  county  our  dear  Lady  Hardwicke  was 
in  bed  with  one  of  her  bad  colds — Lady  Caledon  ditto, 
and  we  thought  ourselves  much  too  little  well  to  add 
to  such  a  house.  Lady  Char.  Lindsay  was  already  there, 
and  was  rewarded  by  the  company  of  my  Lord  and 
Lady  Pollington  who  dear  Lady  Hardwicke  had  invited 
to  come  together  to  Grandmama's  by  way  of  stopping 
the  reports  of  immediate  separation  and  Divorce.  This, 
I  believe,  was  never  intended  for  the  PoUy,  but  the  Dolly 
is  supposed  to  be  past  saving  and  not  worth  it.  She  is 
at  her  father's  House  and  all  the  Norfolk  folks  seeing 
her  there  you  should  spot  the  Pollington  scandal  away. 
I  have  written  too  many  lines  on  this  worthless 
subject,  for  I  am  little  able  for  writing  to-day,  having 
had  a  bad  attack  of  palpitation  yesterday,  which  pain 
leaves  me  more  [dead]  than  alive  the  next  day.  There 
are  lots  of  people  in  town,  we  could  have  a  charming 
little  quiet  society,  but  we  have  both  been  too  unwell 
ever  since  we  came  to  town  on  the  31st  not  to  be 
obliged  to  deprive  ourselves  of  what  certainly  would  be 
of  all  things  the  best  for  me,  when  one  has  the  strength 
to  take  the  medicine — I  mean  the  society  of  those  one 
likes.  Lady  Char.  Lindsay  returns  to  us  from  Titten- 
hanger to-day,  and  as  she  has  taken  us  for  better  or  for 
worse,  no  apology  is  necessary  for  finding  us  in  bad 
repair.  I  hope  to  plaster  myself  up  in  the  interim  of 
my  attacks  to  be  still  equal  to  show,  for  a  couple  of 
hours  or  so  of  an  evening,  and  some  morning  soon  to 
be  able  to  write  you  a  less  dolorous  letter,  and  offer 
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than  what  it  ^1  Z^iZ,  **°'"  "'°'«  '"■«  Charlotte 


A/w.  i4M<t>r  to  Afary  fl,^ 

R0C„.r0„  »«.  «.  A.DK,H...  *^«^  „,  ,„, 

nothing  but  a  constant  sense  of  inefifectufl  hurry  has 
■  From  .h.  origi«l  ,.„„  u,  ,h,  p^^„„  „,^  „  g^^_^^_  ^ 
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prevented  my  lending  you  ■  hudset  o(  cottip  new 
and  then 

Above  all  I  wanted  to  talk  to  you  of  our  dear  Madame 
Rtcamier— her  blindneu,  her  irreparable  lost  in  the 
death  of  the  moit  excellent  Ballanche— all  the  cloudi 
that  gather  round  the  tetting  of  that  brilliant  sun.    The 
death  of  Ballanche  itruck  all  who  knew  him  with  con- 
•ternation.    You  know  perhapi,  hit  lifelong  devotion  to 
her.    You  know,  what  thete  fricndihipt  are  in  France ; 
they  reconcile  one— almost— to  a  state  of  society  so  full 
of  vice.    This  was  one  of  the  most  beautiful  of  all, 
Ballanche  was  her  coneiloytn—»  printer  at  Lyons.    From 
the  moment  he  saw  her,  he  gave  his  life  to  her— and 
without   the  least  pretension   to  any  other  character 
than  that  of  a  devoted  friend.    He  sold  his  business, 
took  a  lodging  opposite  to  the  Abbaye  aux  Bois  and 
lived  for  her  service.    Since  she  was  blind  he  wrote  her 
letters,  transacted  her  business,  received  people  whom 
she  did  not  wish  to  see,  was  entirely  at  her  disposal,— 
I  never  went  that  I  did  not  and  him,  and  he  6lled  every 
gap;  he  could  even  help  to  soothe  the  fretfulness  of 
M.  de  Chateaubriand.    To  me  personally  he  was  most 
kind,  I  may  say  affectionate,  and  he  had  inspired  me 
with  great  affection.    You  may  think  how  I  dreaded  to 
see  her  after  such  a  calamity.    I  went  one  evening— the 
servant  said  she  was  ill,  had  her  complaint  in  the  throat, 
and  could  not  speak,  but  wished  to  see  me.    I  went  in, 
and  never  shall  I  forget  seeing  the  sweet  woman,  sitting 
in  her  fauteuil  like  a  statue ;  alon-.  blind,  ill,  sleepless, 
and  sad.    I  sat  down  on  a  little  .        at  her  feet,  took 
her  hand  and  kissed  it ;  and  so  we  sat— when  1  made 
any  motion  to  go,  she  pressed  my  hand  and  held  me. 
Soon  after,  young  Amp*re  »  came  in,  and  I  could  talk  to 
him,  and  indulge  myself  in  a  gush  of  tears  in  the  ante- 

'  Jw  Juqan  Ampife  (1S00-1S64),  pbilologcr,  eltctcd  lo  lb«  Frtncli 
Academy  in  1846,  pMtljr  bjr  the  eiercUe  of  the  iDBuence  of  Madame 
R^CAinicr. 
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•»»t  preventi  the  formation  or  th.  a  '^"8l»»>d 

•uchfriendthip.„theI2T  Pi^I,.  d/mon.tration  of 
you  well-perhaw  ,««-«!  »■?    »'« '"'"dly  »nd  wi,h 

with  your,  in  thi.  way  ,  u  thu  th  *u°'f  «"'«"'« 
ne..  of  the  conjuBaf  reiat  on  ,  n'..'**""  "'  ""  '~«^ 
*•  will  not  regrit  fr  But  Tdl   ,"^T  '^""'^  "  "> 

beS-i^  ih';r„'^,  fxrin^r  •  f -'^'•^  "« 

You  heard  perh.pi  J,,  hT  hi  ^'  "«•"  """'  *°- 
re.ult  did  niTapJear  ^rv  «tlf«^"  l"""*""'  *"" 
•omethingiigainVd  ^  M«'»f»ctory.-but  I  believe 

«..'6Si„vrh;ae'rpaSr-f„'»  ^'^ »' 

She  tells  me  the  Queen  i,  verv  inrf.»T  .  .  ?i"''"'°'»»"- 
«ion  of  the  Duches«,  d,  Pra,  fn-.tZr  V"  P"'"'»- 
;he  and  I  know  called  on  S  O  '  J*  ^  *'^'"-  '"'°"' 
found  her  burning  oaDert  L.  a  u*  """^  '"■^  »"«• 
were  to  peri,h  in  some  b^nn!  "*  '^'  '**  "'»'  «  'he 
would  bS  pli"hed,l^rt°""°'r' »"''"'«"'" 

accused,  seems  to  ^e7ne  of  the  ^n»      '  *"*'  °'  ""« 

•nee.  in    the  whSe  Tons^o  ."r^ar  The"*  "''''T 
current  in  Paris  ar*  ri.,.^  .    •  .•  '^""   remarks 

^  ^o^'l-ot  nt  lux  tenait  elle  pas  Ute 
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mUUmh  muc  4*t  itUntlM."  "  '  tr  Mtrtt  iml  *nin^*»m 
*t  teemttnt  «*  uprU  nemri  4t  romtnt."  [ThU  lailw 
rtmark  I  muil  mjt,  I  think  jtwt  tnough.]  i  rappoM 
you  know  more  ilwul  th!>  horrid  afftir  than  w«  In  our 

(r«th  and  pur*  loliludc— I  ciknnot  undtrtUnd  it r  UMd 

to  writ*  in  my  copy  book  "Stm  rtptnttfwU  tmpi$nmm.-" 
— »nd   M.  d*  Priilin  paticd  for  an  honorabi*  man. 
Whi.t  i«  enHtin  it,  that  he  could  have  drowned  her  in 
on*  of  th*  deep  canali  of  Pranlin,  without  ritk  of  datec- 
tion  if  he  had  really  meditateb  lhi«  crin:e  even  two  day* 
before.    Mdlle.  de  Lu«y  »  fait  ui  affaim.    She  live*  to 
enjoy  a  peniion  from  the  murderer,  and  one  from  the 
murdered,  and  rpay  amuw  hervlf  when  ahe  will.    The 
Elliott  muft  have  tome  notion  what  to  think  of  kit. 
That  again  it  all  unintellicible.    So  ar*  many  thingi 
in  that  vait  cauldron  of  leething  corruption.    We  dined 
two  day*  at  the  ChAteau  of  a  most  reipectable  Seigneur 
of  theie   part*.    He   told  me  he  had  lived  in   great 
intimacy  with  Mr.  Uite  for  a  long  time  and  thought 
him  a  model  of  virtue  and  probity  I    Can  people  fall 
into  crime  a*  down  a  precipice  ?    II  itfearlul  to  think  it. 
Altogether  there  is  somethinti  alarming  in  the  itate 
of   Pari*— and   everybody   leemi    to  feel    it— *ini*ter 
rumour*  and  preaentiment*  are  in  the  air,  and  my  moit 
reapected  friends  teem  dejected  and  oppreiaed.    There 
i*  one  who  has  lo*t  more,  much  more  than  hi*  gaiety  in 
thi*  mephitic  atmoiphere— hi*  high  and  pure  reputation 
—at  least  to  a  considerable  degree.    You  may  imagine 
what  a  grief  thi*  is  and  has  been  to  me,  who  know  how 
much  there  ii  noble  and  good  and  kind  in  hi*  nature, 
and  who  tee  him  a*  a  *on,  a  father,  and  a  friend,  Mill  »o 
admirable,  so  engaging.    But  he  it  between  twc  'laA 
influences  and  can  wholly  resist  neither. 

Pray  did  you  ever  know  a  lady  who  i*  now  a 
tort  of  a  specimen  of  a  bygone  world  f  the  Marquise 
d'Aguesteau  f    She  lived  in  England  for  a  long  t  in 
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The  old  Udy.  conv,rM,ion  I!  vT™  ,    '^•''^"''••*-". 

^  profoundly  di.g„„rd  wTJ    ,h.""  "T  """••"«•«»•' h. 

No'tiing  I...  than  M,dl  *J'^J^«  "r"  •""  *"h  "ft. 

•ndur,  hi.  fretful  .„d  mTro^l?.?;*"  ;*"'""'  ""W 
•'••  you  »m  wi,h  eo  he™  o?    W.  ''"°*'  •"  "«>  on« 

«o««  tranquil  wlitude  wilh  m!^' "" '2  ""•  *"''"""'d 
•o  well  ,„d  happy  with  'o  .o^''.'" ''"'dren.  who  are 

-ore  confen.  .h.n^  have  :;;;.t''  «*  """'  '"•'  '  •■« 
'ell  you  about  it  herraftw  "  "P'*"-    They  will 

«e.  ^CJ^dt't^S'i--  to  .ny  who  think  of 
v..it  London  next  Sp^in^  or'l  e^.h"/,;"'*""""  »  •" 
^"g  »wy.  One  of  my"™".,  „*  '^'"."•^  **•"  '"o 
Berry,  i.,  ,h,t  ,  „  fi„d  ^u  M.,.  r'"""'  "«•'  *"'• 
Charlotte  Lindiay  well  and  rf^'  .'  ^8"«»'  ""d  Lady 
"■•h  your  uauai  Ld  "e^."  f  wKt'LT"*'  ""«  «"" 
*°"1,  except  that  l  am  ,v,,  1?."'''  ""ofhercroM 
"ffectionate,  "  *""  '"""  Wry  grateful  and 

S.  Austin.! 

,.   Mv    DEAR    M.,s    Berry     „'""."'• '""^■■- 'M. 
■"ngdom.  are  tumbling  abouUn:o"T'     ""^    ''■eir 
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rtvohilion  or  m  MrthqiMlM   Hm  liHIt  eliUM*  tA  • 

WtiCOMt. 

Now,  M  w«  trrivod  hart  ■(ter  lh«  bturlcMlM,  Mid 
ll«»t  noi  ytt  rtached  any  lind  o»  volcanic  tiptotiont,  il 
rtquirn  no  .mall  (efforlj  .o  challc.,^.  |h«  aii.ntion  o( 
Curion  Strral  or  Pctervham,  ai  iha  ca««  nwy  bt.  Wt 
ntverlhelea.  lake  courage  from  recollecttoni  of  patt 
indulgencei.  and  ttoully  renolv*  on  paying  our  comp^i. 
manti  without  more  ado.  ^ 

We  have  been  here  a  whole  fortnlghl  without  mean- 
ing it,  and  are  now  going  on  to  Dreiden  and  Vienna. 
The  railway!  are  good,  (he  tree*  are  coming  into  leaf, 
and  the  weathet  i«  improving  daily.    Though  Society 
hat  been  ladly  cut  up  by  the  late  eventi,  we  have  had 
our  thare  of  iober  amuwnwnlt  and  found  much  to 
r««'ly  •  ledale  curioeity  wherever  we  have  ttopped. 
The    king,   having   more   tei..,re   m   a   conttitulional 
monarch,  hu  kmdiy  *,.  ,^n  ui  the  well-known  wonder, 
of    Potadam.    We  have  chatted  with  Humboldt,  and 
made  acquaintance  with  Rauch  over,  or  rather  under, 
hte  marvcllouily  beautiful  itetue  of  Frederick  the  Great 
We  have  alio  laughed  mott  cordially  at  the  awkward 
figure*  of  the  Burghert  and  itudentt  keeping  ouard  with 
huge  mutkett  and  ubret  at  the  door,  of  the  Royal 
Palace  and  other  public  building..    Though  the  lioo« 
have  returned  to  Berlin,  they  are  either  confined  to  their 
barrack^  or  only  appear  in  the  ilreet.  like  .traogler* 
without     f^re-arm*    or     side    arms.      Prince     Adam 
Cxartoryniki,  and  Madame  de  Sariant  are  here,  th. 
former  looking  out  for  a  Polish  crown,  the  latter  si«h. 
ing   over    the   disturbed   state   of   Sile.ia.    It    mak» 
one  melancholy  to  hear  the    Umentations  on    even 
side,  ladies  and  gentlemen  pining  in  seclusion  Iron 
operas  and  Parties,  shopkeepers  in  despair  at  the  wani 
of  their  custom.    One  cheerful  sight  appeared  to-day  ,n 
the  shape  of  a  procession  of  workmen  going  to  thanl 
their  employers  for  raising  their  wages  and  diminishing 
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Vienn    /„,  .e^.^^^^;-  -f^-e  .   you  .o„ 
a.  good  ;.n  account  of  your  health,  as  we   thank  rJ^ 

Stratkord  Canning.' 


Agntt  Berry  lo  KaU  Perry 

''"^"'•°''°'  S,«da,,jHly  39,  ,849 

r^chlS  th  *** ''"  """"=''  ="'  London  has  ne  the 

reached  them,  nor  you  at  Brivhfnn      u  ■»,    u  j  "=""" 

&  peoDle     o^   r     '="™°"'='.»  breakfast  of  abou 

gt^lh!:  It'  is  ovr "  '•"  ^'^  '^°"'^  "''^  -  -  very 

vou  «°'"  r"  "'"'  '"'  ^'''*  '°  '=°"fi™  'he  good  accounts 
you  gave  of  your  own  improving  health.    Of  o«r  ^  , 

'  Add.  MSS.  37726,  t.  J46. 
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expect  health  and  strength  at  our  age  I  But  still  we  are 
much  as  usual,  and  shall  be  very  much  the  tetter  for  you 

ot  rieZ"^"  '?T  i"  "'•  ^°"  ■""**  '°'8'^«  ♦his  scrap 
rL  . !,  iJ'  '  ^"^  ™y  '•"P'''  ''««*  ""y  disagreeably 
affected  by  much  writing.-Ever    most  affectionately 

^  ""'  A.  Berry.  • 

In  spite  of  their  great  age,  the  Berrys  still  held  their 
salon  at  No.  8  Curzon  Street,  and,  unlike  most  old 
people,  were  always  pleased  to  welcome  new  faces 
One  of  the  latest  recruits  was  Thackeray,  after  he 
became^famous  as  the  author  of  Vanity  Fair.  At  first 
they  d.d  not  appreciate  him,  but  within  a  short  time 

rL^^""  '°  '""^  ''™  •  ""^  ^l"'"  *'>«y  *"«  arranging 
a  l.ttle  dmner,  "We  must  have  Thackeray,"  they  would 
My.  It  IS  at  one  of  these  dinners,"  Miss  Kate  Perry 
has  written,  "that  Miss  Berry  astonished  us  all  by 
saymg,  she  had  never  read  Jane  Austen's  novels  until 
lately,  when  someone  had  lent  them  to  her.  But  she 
could  not  get  on  with  them;  they  were  totally  unin- 
teres  mg  to  her-long-drawn-out  details  of  very  ordinary 
people,  and  she  found  the  books  so  tedious  that  she 
could   not  understand   their  having  obtained    such    a 

\  .?/'Ju'''  •""*  ''°"'-  'Th^keray  and  Balzac/ 
she  added  (Thackeray  being  present),  -write  with  great 
mmuteness,  but  do  so  with  a  brilliant  pen."  Thackeray 
made  two  bows  of  gratitude  (one,  pointing  to  the 
ground,  for  Balzac.)-  Miss  Kate  Perry,  who  had 
become  very  intimate  with  the  old  ladies,  is  the  principal 
authority  for  their  last  years.  "Miss  Agnes  seemed 
more  fa.Img  day  by  day;  those  who  loved  them,  still 

A  CitUaim  0/  iMUr,  cf  VV.  M.  -^luuieray. 
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and  n,.  JnS  ^p^TbouTt  t^  *""  ^'"•' 
remembered  her  in  her  vLfh    1      '         """^  "  »'« 

faltrred,  recaJlina   n/!^^   u.   .  "  ^''■'>'  *  *°'ce 

we  should  1"   brr;J^"'""" '"»""«''  '"at 

iong   she  has  only  gone  one  stage   before  me  ■    ^Z 
-sed  speaking,  suddenly  her  eye's  were  ful",  tears! 
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the  first  I  had  ever  leen  her  thed,  but  the  brave  pld  lady 
tried  to  conceal  them,  and  after  a  (ew  momentt  spoke 
on  some  indifferent  subject."  ■ 

Agnes  Berry  survived  until  January  1852,  and  showed 
herself  as  unselfish  in  her  last  illness  as  she  had  been 
during  her  life.    "  She  begged  her  friends  to  come  as 
usual  in  the  evening, '  it  was  less  dull  for  poor  Mary,' 
she  said,"  Miss  Perry  has  put  on  record.    "  She  retained 
her  senses  till  almost  the  end.    The  last  evening  of  her 
life  I  was  with  her  she  asked  me  who  was  below.    I 
mentioned  the  one  or  two  ladies  who  were  with  Miss 
Berry,  and  Mr.  Kinglake,  I  said,  "who  has  come  to 
enquire  after  you."    '  Go  down,  my  dear,'  she  replied, 
'and  give  my  love  to  them  all,  and  tell  my  dear  friend 
Eothen  (as  she  always  called  Mr.  Kinglake)  not  to  be 
anxious  about  me.    I  have  no  suffering,  and  am  very 
happy  J  do  not  let  any  one  be  sad ;  I  daresay  I  shall 
soon  be  amongst  you  all  again.    God  bless  you.'    She 
kissed   me  and  soon   fell   asleep;    I   went   down   and 
brought  up  her  sister,  who  sat  down  by  her  side,  and 
we  watched  her  through  the  night,  but  she  never  woke 
again.    In  the  early  morning  her  gentle  spirit  passed 
away  without  suffering ;  her  last  words  were  of  tender 
solicitude    for    others;    as    her   life   was,   so  was   her 
death  !  "  •    Agnes  Berry  was  the  lesser  light  of  the  salon, 
her  sister  being  the  more  imposing  and  more  forceful 
spirit,  but  her  loss  was  greatly  felt  by  the  frequenters. 
"After  a  time,"  Miss  Perry  has  informed  us,  "the  light 
was  again  placed  in  the  window— the  signal  that  Miss 
Berry  could  receive  her  friends  again,  or,  ;.s  the  saying 
is,  waa  "  at  home."    The  world  gathered  round  her,  but 

'  Xtminiittmtii  a/n  ImJch  Dramng-nm.  p.  ii. 
'  /H<l.,  p.  ij. 
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the  li«bt  within  burnt  dimly  to  lh«  tritiKb  o<  rorrnw 
<l«y^  lh«  g*i«ty  Md  spirit  of  the  talon  teemed  quenched, 
though  Mite  Berry  wu  tuppoied  to  be  the  otientible 
.  ttr*cl>on  o(  it ;  yet  now  that  the  kind  titter  wat  aone 
we  all  knew  that  it  wat  the  union  ol  the  two  titter^ 
which  formed  the  peculiar  charm  of  thete  eveninn  in 
Curwn  Street  j  perhapt  Mitt  Agnee't  telf-abnegation 
made  her  mfluence  lett  recognited  in  her  lifetime  'ban 
M  when  we  had  lott  her." '  Mary  Berry  did  not  long 
turvive  her  litter,  and  on  November  10  the  patted  away. 
Dean  Milman,  who  had  preached  at  the  funeral  of  the 
younger,  preached  alto  at  the  funeral  of  the  elder  titter 
The  lamr  gr^ve  at  Petertham  holds  the  mortal  remains 
of  thote  who  had  lived  together  for  to  many  yeart,  and 
one  tombstone,  upon  which  it  intcribed  an  epitaph 
written  by  Lord  Carlisle,  serves  as  their  memorial. 

■  KmMumuift  Lmim  Dmi>i»rr-m,  p.  i,. 
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MARY  BERRY 

BORN  MARCH  17AJ,  DIBD  NOV.   115a. 

AGNES  BERRY 

BORN   MAY   1764,  DIKD  IAN.   185J. 

BINKATH  THII  »TONK  ARK  LAID  THB  RBMAINt  Or 

THBtB 

TWO  lit'  «R1, 

AMIDST  StCENKS  WHICH   IN   LlfB 

THSY  HAD  PRKQUbNTKD  AND  LOVBD, 

rOLLOWED  BY  THE  TENDER   KEORET  Or  THOSE 

WHO  CLOSE 

THE  UNBROKEN  SUCCESSION  OF  FRIEN 

DEVOTED  TO  THEM  WITH   FOND  AFFECTION 

DURINO  EVERY  bTEP 

OF  THEIR  LONO  CAREER 

In  pious  adoration  of  the  grtat  God  of  Htmtn  and  Earth 

Ihiy  looh$d  to  rtst  in  the  Lord. 

They  were  Iwely  and  pUasant  in  their  lives,  and  in  their 

death  they  were  not  divided. ' 

•  Cobb.ll,  Mvmritts  ^  TmkluiAtm,  p.  JJJ. 
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